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PREFACE. 


NY a 


I now discharge my promise, and complcte 
my design, of writing the History of the. 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, both 
in the West and the East. The whole period 
extends from the age of Trajan and the An- 
tonincs, to the taking of Constantinople hy 
Mahomet the second; and includes a review 
of the Crusades, and the state of Rome during 
the middle ages. Since the publication of the 
first * volume, twelve yeats have elapsed; twelve 
ycars,. according to’ my wish, “of health, of 
“ leisure, and of perseverance.” I may now con- - 
gratulate my deliverance from a long and labo- 
rious service, and my satisfaction will be pure 
and perfect, if the public favour should be ex- 
tended to the conclusion of my work. 


Alluding to the quarto edition, in which size the work was ” 


originally published. 
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It wes my. fet intention to have collected, 
under one view, the numerous authors, of every 


‘age and language, from whom I have. deriveth 


the materials of this history; and I am sti 
convinced ‘that the apparelit-ostéifattor 

be more than compensated by real use. If I oe 
renounced this idea, if I have declined an under- 
taking which had obtained the approbation of a 
master-artist*, my excuse may be found in the 
extreme difficulty of assigning a proper measure 
to such a catalogue. A naked list of names and 


editions would not be satisfactory either to myself 


-or my readers: the characters of the principal 


ws 


‘Authors of the Roman and Byzantine History 
‘have been occasionally connected with the 


events which they describe; a morc copious. and 
critical enquiry might indeed deserve, but it would 
demand, an elaborate yolume, which might swell 


_ by ‘degrees into .g general library of historical 


writers.. For the present I shall content myself. 


|. with renewing my setious protestation, that I 
-Jhave always endeavoured to draw from the 
-fountain-head;. that my curiosity, as well as a 


sense of duty, has always urged me to study 


;..4he ‘originals ;,,and that, if they have sometimes 
«@aided..may search, I have carefully marked the 


hy 


“See Dr. Robestson’s Preface’to his History of America. 
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secondary evidence, on whose faith a passage or 
a,fact were reduced to depend. 


I shall soon revisit. the banks of the lake of 
Lautintiie nie, a ‘country whith I have known and 
loved from my carly youth, Under a mild 
government, amidst a beautcous landskip, in a 
life of Icisurc and independence, and among a 
people of casy and elegant manners, I have 
enjoyed, and may again hope to enjoy, the 
varied pleasures of retirement and society. 
But I shall ever glory in the naime and’ cha- 
‘acter of an Englishman: I am ‘proud. of my 
birth in a free and enlightened ‘country; and 
the’ ‘approbation of that country is the best and 
. most "honourable reward of my labours. Were 
: I ambitious of any other patron than the 
| Public, I would inscribe this work to’ a States- 

man, who, in a long, a stormy, and at. length 
_ an unfortunate administration, had many poli- 
tical opponents, almost without a ‘personal 
enemy; who has retained, in ‘his fall from 

. power, many faithful and disinterested friends ; 
‘ and who, under the pressure .6f severe infir- 
: mity, enjoys the lively vigour of his mind, 
‘and the felicity of his incbmparable ‘temper. 
Lorp Nort will permit “me to express the 
feelings of friendship in the language of ‘truth : 


i er 
VW 
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ids even cath and friendship should be silent, 


if he still dispensed the favours of the crown. 


In a remote solitude, nity may still whisp:t 
in ‘my ear, that <— che perhaps, ~ may 
enquire, whether, in the conclusion of the 
present work, I am now taking an everlasting 
farewell. They shall hear all that I know 
myself, all that I could reveal to the most inti- 
mate friend. “The motives of action or silence 
are now equally balanced ; nor can I pro- 
nounce in my most secret thoughts, on which 
side the sedle will preponderate. ee cannot 
dissemble that” six ample quartos must, hay re 
tried, and may have exhausted, the indulgence 
of the Public; that, | in the repetition of similar | 
attempts, a successful author has much More, 
to lose ‘than he can hope to gain; that I am > 
now deseén ending into the vale of Years 5 - and 
that: the‘ most respectable of my countrymen, 
the ‘mettwhom I aspire to imitate, have re-. 
signed the pen of history about the same 
period of their lives. Yet I consider that the 
annals of ancient and modern times may afford 


4 ¥, 


‘Many’ rich and interesting subjects; that I am 


still possessed of health and leisure; that by the 


practice of writing, some skill. and facility must 
be acquired ; and that, in the ardent pursuit of 
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truth: and knowledge, I am not conscious of de- 


ce¥. To an active mind, indolence is more pain- 
ful than labour; and the first months of my 


liberty will be occupied and gmused in the excur-. 
sions, of curiosity and taste. By such temp-. 
tations, I have been sometimes seduced from the 


tigid duty even of a pleasing and voluntary 
task: but my time will now be my own; and 


in the use or abuse of independence, I shall. 


no longer fear my own reproaches or those of 


my friends. I am fairly entitled to a year of 


jubilee: next summer and the following winter 


will rapidly pass away; and experience only can 


determine whether I shall still prefer the free- 
dom “and ‘variety of study to the design and 
composition of a regular work, which animates, 


while it confines, the daily application of the © 


Author. Caprice and accident may influence 


my choice; but the dexterity of self-love will con- . 
trive to applaud cither active industry, or philoso- 


phic repose. 


‘Downie STREET, 
May 1, 1788, 
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> P.S 1 shall embrace this ‘opportunity of in-42 
_troducing two verbal remarks, which have fot 
conveniently offered themselves to my‘ notice. 
1. As often as I use the definition of beyond the 
Alps, the Rhine, the Danube, &c. I generally 
suppose myself at Rome, and afterwards at Con- 
stantinople ; without observing whether this reld- 
tive ‘geography may agree with the local, but 
variable, situation of the reader, or the historian. 
.2. In proper names’ of foreign, and especially of 
Oriental origin; ‘it should be ‘always our aim to 
express in’ our English version, a faithful copy: of 
the vtiginal: But'this rule, which is foundéd on 
a just regard to uniformity and truth, must oftcn 
be relaxed; and the exceptions will be limited or 
enlarged by the custom of the language ‘and the 
taste of the interpreter. Our alphabets “may be 
often defective; a harsh sound, an uncouth spell- 
_ing, might offend the ear or the eye of our coun- 
trymen : and some words, notoriously corrupt, are 
‘fixed, and, as it were, naturalized in the vulgar 
. tongue. The prophet Mahommed can no longer 
.. be stripped of the famous, though improper, ap- 
-pellation of Mahomet: the well-known cities of 
"Aleppo, Damascus, and Cairo, would almost be 
(dosti in the strange descriptions of Haleb, Demashkh, | 
Tad Al Cuhira: the titles and offices of the Otto- 
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man empire are fashioned by the practice of three 
hnndred years; and we are pleased to blend the 
‘three Chinese monosyllables, Con-fii-tzce, in the 
respectable name of Confucius, or even to adopt 
the Portuguese corruption of Mandarin. But 1 
would vary the use of Zoroaster and Zerdusht, as 
I drew. my information from Greece or Persia: 
since eur connection with India, the genuine 7%- 
mour is restored to the throne of Tamerlane: our 
most correct writers have retrenched the A/, the 
superfiuous article, frem the Koran ; and we escape 
an ambiguous termination, by adopting Moslem 
instead of Musulman, in the plural number. In 


these,.and in a thousand examples, the shades of 


distinction are often minute ; and I can feel, where 
I cannot, = the motives of my _" 
woe : 

Ag, the ead. of the History, the reader will find a Gene ‘ral 


Index to ‘the whole Work, which has been drawn up by a 
Siig frequently employed in works of this nature. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 


Zeno and Anastasius, Emperors of the East.—Birth, 
Education, and first Exploits of Theodoric the Os- 
trogoth.—His Invasion and Conquest of Italy.—The 
Gothic Kingdom of Italy.— State of the West.—Mili- 
tary and Civil Government.—The Senator Bocthius. 
—Last Acts and Death of Theodoric. 


AFTER the fall of the Roman Empire in CHAP. 
the West, an interval of fifty years, till the exo 
memorable reign of Justinian, is faintly marked -e akg 
by the obscure names and imperfect annals of i 
Zeno, Anastasius, and Justin, who successively 
ascended the throne of Constantinople. During 
the same period, Italy revived and flourished under 
the’ government of a Gothic king, who might 
VOL. VIE. - B 
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CHAP. 
XX XIX. 
At e/ 
Birth and 
education 
of Theo- 


doric, 


455—475. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL: 


have deserved a statue ameng the best and bravest 
of the ancient Romans. 

Theodorie the Ostrogoth, the fourteenth ; in ti- 
neal descent of the royal line of the Amali’, was 
born in the neighbourhood of Vienna* two years 
after the death of Attila. A recent victory had 


‘restored the independence of the Ostrogoths; ana 


the three brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, and Wi- 
dimir, who ruled that warlike nation with united 
counsels, had separatcly pitched their habitations 
in the fertile though desolate province of Pannonia. 
The Huns still threatened their revolted subjects, 
but their hasty attack was repelled by: the single 
forces of Walamir, and the news of his victory 
reached the distant camp of his brother in the 
same auspicious moment that the favourite concu- 
bine of Theodemir was delivered of a son and heir. 
In the eighth ycar of his age, Theodoric was re- 
luctantly yiclded by his father to the public in- 
terest, as the pledge of an alliance which ‘eo, 
emperor of the East, had consented to purchase 
by an annual subsidy of three hundrcd pounds of 
gold. The royal hostage was educated at Con- 


1 Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis, c. 13, 14. p. 629, 630. edit. Grot.) 
has drawn the pedigree of Theodoric from Gapt, one of the dAnses 
-or Demi-gods, who lived about the time of Domitian. Cassiodorius, 
the first sing celebrates the royal race of the Aimali (Variar. viii. 5. 
ix. 25. x. 2. xi: 1.), reckons the grandson of Theodoric as the xviith 
in piers Peringsciold (the Swedish commentator of Cochleeus, 
Vit. Theodoric. p. 271, &c. Stockholm, 1699.) labours to connect 
this genealogy with the legends or traditions of his native country. 

2 More correctly on the banks of the lake Pelso (Nieusicdler-see) 
near Carnuntum, almost on the same spot where Marcus Anto- 
ninus composed his meditations (Jornandes, c. 52. p. 659. Severin. 
Pannonia I!lustrata, p. 22. Cellarius, Geograph. Antig. tom. i. P- 
950.). 
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stantinople with care and tenderness. His body CHaP. 
d XANIX, 
i 


was formed to all the exercises of war, his miu 
was expanded by the habits of liberal conversa- 
tion; he frequented the schools of the most skilful 
masters; but he disdained or negiccted thi arts of 
Greece, and so ignorant did he always remain of 
the first elements of science, that a rude mark was 
contrived to represent the signature of the illiterate 
king of Italy”. As soon as he had attained the age 

of eighteen, he was restored to the wishes of the 

Ostrogoths, whom the empcror aspired to gain by 

liberality and confidence. Walamir had fallen in 

battle; the youngest of the brothers, Widimir, 

had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of Bar- 

barians, and the whole nation .acknowledged for 
their king the father of Theodoric. His ferocious 
subjects admired the strength and stature of their 
young prince’; and he soon convinced them that 
he had not degencrated from the valour of his an- 
cestors. At the head of six thousand voluntcers, 
he secretly left the camp in quest of adventures, 
descended the Danube as far as Singidunum or 
Belgrade, and soon returned to his father with 
the spoils of a Sarmatian king whom he had van- 


3 The four first letters of his name (@EOA) were inscribed on a 
gold plate, and when it was fixed on the paper, the king drew his 
pen through the intervals (Anonym. Valesian. ad caleem Amm. 
Marcellin. p. 722.). This authentic fact, with the testimony of 
Procopius, or at least of the contemporary Goths (Gothic. Live. g. 
p. 311.), far outweighs the vague praises of Ennodius (Sirmond. 
Opera, tom. i. p. 1596.) and Theophanes (Chronograplt. p. 112.). 

4 Statura est que resignet proceritate regnantem (Ennodius, p. 
1614.). The bishop.of Pavia (I mean the ecclesiastie who wished 
to be a bishop) then-praceeds to celebrate the complexion, eyes, 
hands, &c. of his sovereign. 
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quished and slain. Such triumphs, however, were 
productive only of fame, and the invincible Os- 
trogoths were reduced to extreme distress by the 
want of clothing and food. They unanimously 
resolved to desert thgir Pannonian encampments, 
and boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy 
neighborhood of the Byzantine court, which al- 
ready maintained in pride and luxury so many 
bands of confederate Goths. After proving by 
some acts of hostility that they could be danger- 
ous, or at least troublesome enemies, the Ostro- 
goths sold at a high price their reconciliation and 
fidelity, accepted a donative of lands and money, 
and were entrusted with the defence of the lower 
Danube, under the command of Theodoric, who 
succeeded after his father’s death to the heredi- 
tary throne of the Amall”. 

An hero, descended from a race of kings, must 
have despised the base Isaurian who was invested 
with the Roman purple, without any endowments 


- of mind:or body, without any advantages of royal 


birth, or superior qualifications. After the failure 
of the Theodosian line, the choice of Pulcheria 
and of the senate might be justified in some mea- 
sure by the characters of Martian and Leo, but 
the latter of these princes confirmed and disho- 
noured his reign by the perfidious murder of 
Aspar and his sons, who too rigorously exacted 
the debt of gratitude and obedience. The in- 
heritance of Leo and of the East was peaceably 


5 The state of the Ostrogoths, and the first years of Theodoric are - 
found in Jornandes (c. 52—56. p. 689—696.) and Malchus (Excerpt. 
eat p. 78—80.), who erroneously styles him the son of Walamir. 
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devolved on his infant grandson, the son of his CHAT. 
daughter Ariadne; and her Isaurian husband, the Gv 
fortunate Trascalisseus, exchanged that barbarous 
sound for the Grecian appcllation of Zeno. After 
the decease of the elder Leozhe approached with 
-unnatural respect the throne of his son, humbly 
received, as a gift, the second rank in the empire, 
and soon excited the public suspicion on the sudden 
and premature death of his young coileaguc, whose 
life could no longer promote the success of his 
ambition. But the palace of Constantinople was 
ruled by female influence, and agitated by female 
passions: and Verina; the widow of Lco, claiming 
his empire as her own, pronounced a sentence of 
deposition against the worthless and ungrateful 
scrvant on whom she alone had bestowed the scep- 
tre of the East’. As soon as she sounded a revolt 
in the ears of Zeno, he fied with precipitation into 
the mountains of Isauria, and her brother Basilis- 
cus, already infamous by Iris African expedition’, 
was unanimously proclaimed by the servile senate. 
But the reign of the usurper was short and turbu- 
Jent. SBasiliscus presumed to assassinate the lover 
of his sister; he dared to offend the lover of his 
wife, the vain and insolent Harmatius, who, in 
the midst of Asiatic luxury, affected the dress, the 
demcanour, and the surname of Achillcs”. By 
the conspiracy of the malecontents, Zeno was re- 


6 Theophanes (p. 111.) inserts a copy of her sacred Icttera to the 
provinces: ise ére BacsAsiov jperepev ace... xan dos mpoyupnoapcin 
Bagidsa Tpaxoxarrucouv, &c. Such female pretensions would have 
astonished the slaves of the first Cacsars. 

7 Vol. vi. p. 201-204. 

§ Suidas, tom. i. p. 332, 333. edit. Kuster. 
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called from exile; the armies, the capital, the per- 
son of Basiliscus, were betrayed; and his whole 
family was condemned to the long agony of cold . 
and hunger by the inhuman conqueror, who 
wanted courage to-encounter or to forgive his 
enemies. The haughty spirit of Verina was still 
incapable of submission or repose. She provoked 
the enmity. of a favourite general, embraced his 
cause as soon as he was disgraced, created a new 
emperor in Syria and Egypt, raised an army of 
seventy thousand men, and persisted to the last 
moment of her life in a fruitless rebellion, which, 
according to the fashion of the age, had been pre- 
dicted by Christian hermits and Pagan magicians. 
While the East was afflicted by the passions of 
Verina, her daughter Ariadne was distinguished 
by the female virtues of mildness and fidelity; she 
followed her husband in his exile, and after his 
restoration she implored his clemency in favour of 
her mother. On the decease of Zeno, Ariadne, 
the daughter, the mother, and the widow of an. 
emperor, gave her hand and the Imperial title to 
Anastasius, an aged’ domestic of the palace, who 
survived his elevation above twenty-seven years, 
and whose character is attested by the acclama- 
tion of the people, “ Reign as you have lived’ !” 


9 The contemporary histories of Malchus and Candidus are lost; 
but some extracts or fragments have'been saved by Photius (xxviii, 
Ixxix. p. 100—102.), Constantine Porphyrogenitus (Excerpt. Leg. 
p- 78—Q7.), and in various articles of the Lexicon of Suidas. The 
Chronicle of Marcellinus (Imago Historie) are originals for ‘the 
reigns of Zeno and Anastasius ; and I must acknowledge, almost 
for the last time, my obligations to the large.and accurate collections 
of Tillemont (Hist. des Emp. tom. vi; p, 472—652.). - | 
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Whatever fear or affection could bestow, was TAF. 
profusely layished by Zeno on the king of the Os- Gv 
trogoths ; the rank of patrician and consul, the Sachin 
command of the Palatine troops, an equestrian of Theo- 
statue, a treasure in gold and-silver of many thou- A.’ 
sand pounds, the name of son, and the promise of 
a rich and honourable wife. As long as 'Thco- 
doric condescended to serve, he supported with 
courage and fidelity the cause of his benefactor : 
his rapid march contributed to the restoration of 
Zeno; and in the second revolt, the Wulamirs, as 
they were called, pursued and pressed the Asiatic 
rebels, till they left an easy victory to the Imperial 
troops’. But the faithful servant was suddenly 
converted into a formidable enemy, who spread 
the flames of war from Constantinople to the 
Adriatic; many flourishing cities were reduced 
to ashes, and the agriculture of Thrace was almost 
extirpated by the wanton cruelty of the Goths, 
who deprived their captive peasants of the right 
hand that guided the plough’. On such occa- 
sions, Theodoric sustained the loud and _ specious 
reproach of disloyalty, of ingratitude, and of in- 
satiate avarice, which could be only excused by 
the hard necessity of his situation. He reigned, 


475—488. 


10 In ipsis congressivnis tuz foriius cessit invasor, cum profuzo 
per te sceptra redderentur de salute dubitanti. Ennodius then pro- 
ceeds (p. 1596, 1597. tom. i. Sirmond.) to transport his hero (on a 
flying dragon?) into (Ethiopia, beyond the tropic of Cancer. The 
evidence of the Valesian Fragment(p. 717.),Liberatus (Brev. Eutych. 
c. 25. p. 118.), and Theophants (p. 112.), is more sober and rational. 

11 This cruel practice is specially imputed to the Triarian Goths, 
less barbarous, as it should seem, than the Wulamirs : but the son 
of Theodemir is charged with the ruin of many Roman cities 
(Malchus, la Leg. p. 96.). 
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not as the monarch, but as the minister of a fero- 
cious people, whose spirit was unbroken by sla- 


very, and impatient of real or imaginary insults. 


Their poverty was incurable; since the most 
liberal donatives were soon dissipated in wastcful 
luxury, and the most fertile estates became bar-.. 


‘ren in their hands; they despised, but they en- 


vied, the laborious provincials; and when their 
subsistence had failed, the Ostrogoths embraced 
the familiar resources of war and rapine. It had 
been the wish of Theodoric (such at least was his 
declaration), to lead a peaceful, obscure, obe- 
dient life, on the confines of Scythia, till the 
Byzantine court, by splendid and fallacious pro- 
mises, seduced him to attack a confederate tribe 
of Goths, who had bcen engaged in the party of 
Basiliseus. He marched from his station in Mesia, 
on the solemn assurance that before he reached 
Adrianople, he should mect a plentiful convoy 
of provisions, and a reinforcement of eight thou- 


‘sand horse and thirty thousand foot, while the 


legions of Asia were encamped at Heraclea to 
second his operations. ‘These measurcs were dis- 
appointed by’ mutual jealousy. As he advanced 
into Thrace, the son of “Theodemir found an in- 
hospitable solitude, and his Gothic followers, with 
an heavy train of horses, of mulcs, and of wag- 
gots, were: betrayed by their guides among the | 


rocks -and -pfecipices of Mount Sondis, where he 


Was assaulted: py the arms and invectives of Theo- 


/doric the son-of Triarius. -Fronia neighbouring 
” Height, his artful rival harangued the camp of 
x the Woalamirs,; and. branded their leader with the 
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om, 
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opprobrious names of child, of madman, of per- CHAP. 


jured traitor, the enemy of his blood and nation. 
“Are you ignorant,” exclaimed the son of Tri- 
arius, “ that it is the constant policy of the Ro- 
“mans to destroy the Goths by each others 
“ swords? Are you insensible that the victor in 
“this unnatural contest will be exposed, and 
“justly exposed, to their implacable revenge ? 
‘Where are those warriors,: my kinsmen and thy 
‘ own, whose widows now lament that theis lives 
“‘ were sacrificed to thy rash ambition? Where 
“ is the wealth which thy soldiers possessed when 
“ they werc first allured from their native homes 


‘ 
a 


Ved 


“to inlist under thy standard? Each of them > 


“was then mastcr of three or four horses; they 
“ now follew thee on foot like slaves, through the 
“ deserts of Thrace; those men who were tempted 
“by the hope of measuring gold with a bushel, 
“ those brave men who are as free and as noble as 
“ thyself.” A language so well suited to the tem- 
per of the Goths, excited clamour and discontent ; 
and the son of Theodemir, apprehensive of being 
Icft alone, was compelled to embrace his bre- 
thren, and to imitate the example of Roman 
perfidy *. 

In every state of his fortune, the prudenee and 
firmness of Theodoric were equally conspicuous ; 
_ 12 Jornandes (c. 56, 57. p. 696.) displays the services of Theo- 
doric, confesses his rewards, but dissembles his revolt, of which 
such curious details have been preserved by Malchus (Excerpt. 
Legat. p. 78-—97.).  Marcellinus,-a domestic of Justiniafi; under 
whose ivth consulship (A. D. 534.) he a fale his Chronicle 
(Sealiger, Thesaurus Temporum, P. ii. p. 34—57.), betrays his 


prejudice and passion: in Greeciam aehacchaataa: . Zenonis mu- 
nificentia_pene pacatus : .. benéficiis nunquam satiatus; 8c: 


He under- 
takes the 
conquest 
of Italy, 
A. DD. 489. 


10 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. whether he threatened Constantinople at the head 


XXXIX. 
et Ree’ si 


f the confederate Goths, or retreated with a 
faithful band to the mountains and sea-coast of 
Epirus. At length the accidental death of the 
son of Triarius* destroyed the balance which the 
Romans had been so anxious to preserve, the 
whole nation acknowledged the supremacy of the 
Amali, and the Byzantine court subscribed an 
ignominious and oppressive treaty”. The senate 
had elready declared, that it was necessary to 
choose a party among the Goths, since the public 
was unequal to the support of thcir united forces; 
a subsidy of two thousand pounds of gold, with 
the ample pay of thirteen thousand men, were re- 
quired for the least considerable of their armies“ ; 
and the Isaurians, who guarded not the empire 
but the emperor, enjoyed, besides the privilege of 
rapine, an annual pension of five thousand pounds. 
The sagacious mind of Theodoric soon perceived 
that he was ‘odious to the Romans, and suspected 
by the Barbarians; he understood the popular 
murmur, that his subjects were exposed in their 
frozen huts to intolerable hardships, while their 
king was dissolved in the luxury of Greece, and 
he prevented the painful alternative of encounter- 
ing the Goths, as the champion, or of leading 
them to the field as the enemy, of Zeno. Em- 
bracing an enterprise worthy of his courage and 


13 As he was riding in his own camp, an unruly horse threw - 
him against the point of a spear which hung before a tent, or was 
fixed on a waggon (Marcellin. in Chron. Evagrius, 1. iii. c. 25.). 

14 See Malchus (p-Q].) and Evagrius (1. iii. c. 35.). 


_ 15 Malchus, p. 85. Ina single action, which was decided by 


the skill and discipline of Sabinian, Theodarie could lose 5000 men. 
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ambition, ‘heodoric addressed the emperor in the 
following words: “Although your servant is 
‘maintained in affluence by your liberality, gra- 
“ ciously listen to the wishes of my heart! Italy, 
“ the inheritance of your predecessors, and Rome 
“* itself, the head and mistress of the world, now 


“ fluctuate under the violence and oppression of 


“ Odoacer the mercenary. Direct me, with my 
“national troops, to march agains: the tyrant. 
“ If I fall, you will be relieved from an expensive 


“and troublesome friend: if, with the Divine. 


“permission, I succeed, I shall govern in your 


“name, and to your glory, the Roman senate, 


“and the part of the republic delivered from 
‘slavery by my victorious arms.” The proposal 
of Theodoric was accepted, and perhaps had been 
suggested, by the Byzantine court. But the 
forms of the commission or grant, appear to have 
been expressed with a prudent ambiguity, which 
might be explained by the event; and it was left 
doubtful, whether the conqucror of Italy should 
reign as the lieutenant, the vassal, or the ally of 
the emperor of the East. 

The reputation both of the leader and of the 
war diffused an universal ardour; the Walamirs 
were multiplied by the Gothic swarms already en- 
gaged in the service, or seated in the provinces, of 
the empire; and each bold Barbarian, who had 
heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, was im- 
patient to seek, through the most perilous adven- 


'© Jornandes (c. 57. p. 696, 697.) has abridged the great history 
of Cassiodorius. See, coinpare, and reconcile, Procopius (Gothic. 
li. c.i.), the Valesian Fragment (p. 718.), Theophanes’(p. 113.), 
and Mareellinus (in Chron.). 
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tures, the possession of such enchanting objects. 
The march of Theodoric must be considered as the 
emigration of an entire people; the wives and 
children of the Goths, their aged parents, and 
most precious effects, were carefully transported ; 
and some idea may be formed of the heavy bag- 
gage that now followed the camp, by the loss of 
two thousand waggons, which had been sustained 
in a single action in the war of Epirus. For their 
subsistence, the Goths depended on the magazines 
of corn which was ground in portable mills by the 
hands of their women; on the milk and ficsh of 
their flocks and herds; on the casual produce of 
the chace, and upon the contributions which they 
might impose-on all who should presume to dis- 
pute the passage, or to refuse their friendly 
assistance. Notwithstanding these precautions, 
they were exposed to the danger, and almost 
to the distress of famine, in a magch of seven 
hundred miles, which had been undertaken in the 
depth of a rigorous winter. Since the fall of the 
Roman power, Dacia and Pannonia no longer ex- 
hibited the rich prospect of populous cities, well 
cultivated fields, amd convenient highways: the 


_reign of barbarism and desolation was restored, and 


the tribes of Bulgarians, Gepide, and Sarmatians, 
who had occupied the vacant province, were 
prompted by their native ficrceness, or the solicita- 
tions of Odoacer, to resist the progress of his ene- 
my. In many obscure though bloody battles, Theo- 
doric fought and vanquished ; till at length, sur- 
mounting evéry obstacle by skilful conduct and 
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persevering courage, he descended from the Julian 
Alps, and displayed his invincible banners on the 
confines of Italy”. 

Odoacer, a rival not unworthy of his arms, had 
already occupied the advantageous and well-known 
post of the river Sontius near the ruins of Aqui- 
Icia, at the head of a powerful host, whose indepen- 
dent kings” or leaders disdained the duties of 
subordination and the prudence of delays. No 
sooner had Theodoric granted a short repose and 
refreshment.to his wearied cavalry, than he boldly 
attacked the fortifications of the enemy; the Os- 
trogoths shewed morc ardour to acquire, than the 
mercenaries to defend, the lands of Italy; and the 
reward of the first victory was the possession of the 
Venetian province as far as the walls of Verona. 
In the neighbourhood of that city, on the steep 
banks of the rapid Adige, he was opposed by a new 
army reinforced in its numbers, and not impaired 
in its courage: the contest was more obstinate, but 
the cvent was still more decisive; Odoacer ficd to 
Ravenna, Theodoric advanced to Milan, and the 
vanquished troops saluted their conqueror with loud 
acclamations of respect and ‘fidelity. But their 
want either of constancy or of faith, soon exposed 
him to the most imminent danger ; his vanguard, 
with several Gothic counts, which had been rashly 


17 Theodorie’s march is supplied and illustrated by Ennodius 
(p. 1598—1602.), when the bombast of the oration is translated 
into the language of common sense. 

18 Tot reges, &c. (Ennodius, p. 1602.). We must recollect how 
much the royal title was multiplied and degraded, and that the mer- 
cenaries of Italy were the fragments of many tribes and nations. 
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CHAP, entrusted to a deserter, was betrayed and de- 
XXXIX. styoved near Faenza by his double treachery ; 


NN 


Odoacer again appearcd master of the field, and 
the invader, strongly entrenched in his camp of 
Pavia, was reduced to solicit the aid of a kindred 
nation, the Visigoths of Gaul. In the course of 
this history, the most voracious appetite for war 
will be abundantly satiated; nor can I much 
lament that our dark and imperfect materials do 
not afford a more ample narrative of the distress 
of Italy, and of the fierce conflict; which was 
finally decided by the abilities, experience, and 
valour of the Gothic king. Immediately before 
the battle of Verona, he visited the tent of his 
mother’’ and sister, and requested, that on a day, — 
the most illustrious festival of his life, they would 
adorn him with the rich garments which they 
had worked with their own hands. “ Our glory,” 
said he, “is mutual and inscparable. You are 
“known to the world as the mother of ‘Theo- 
“ doric; and it becomes mc to prove, that I am the 
“genuine offspring of those heroes from whom 
“I claim my descent.” The wife or concubine 


' of Theodcmir was inspired with the spirit of the 


German matrons, who cstecmed their sons ho- 
nour far above their safety; and it is reported, 
that in a desperate action, when Theodoric him- 
self was hurried along by the torrent of a flying | 


-erowd, she boldly met them at the entrance 


19 See Ennodius, p. 1603, 1604. Since the orator, in the king’s 
presence, could mention and praise his mother, we may conclude 


~ that the magnanimity of Theodorie was not hurt by the vulgar re- 


proaches of concubine and bastard. 
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of the camp, and, by.her generous REDFORENCS, drove 
them back on the swords of the enemy”. 

From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, 
Theodoric reigned by the right of conqucst: the 
Vandal ambassadors surrendered the island of Si- 
eily, as a lawful appendage of his kingdom; and he 
was acccpted as the deliverer of Rome by the senate 
and people, who had shut their gates against the 
flying usurper". Ravenna alone, secure in the for- 
tifications of art and nature, still sustained a siege 
of almost three years; and the daring sallics of Odo- 
acer carricd slaughter and dismay into the Gothic 
camp. At length, destitute of provisions and hope- 
less of relicf, that unfortunate monarch yielded to 
the groans of his subjects and the clamours of his 
soldicrs. A treaty of peace was negociated by the 
bishop of Ravenna; the Ostrogoths were admitted 
into the city, and the hostile kings consented, un- 
der the sanction of an oath, to rule with equal and 
undivided authority the provinces of Italy. ‘The 
event of such an agrcement may be easily fore- 
scen. After some days had been devoted to the 
semblance of joy and friendship, Odoacer, im the 
midst of a solemn banquct, was stabbed by the 
hand, or at least by the commandy of his rival. 
Secret and effectual orders had been previously 


20 This anecdote is related on the modern but respectable autho- 
rity of Sigonius (Op. tom. i. p. 580. De Occident. Imp. |. xv.) : 
his words are curious—* Would you return?” &c. She presented, 
and almost displayed the original recess. 

21 Hist. Miscell. 1. xv. a Roman history from Janus to the ixth 
century, an Epitome of Eutropius, Paulus Diaconus, and Theopha- 
nes, which Muratori has published from a M5. in the Ainbrosian 
library (Script, Rerum Italicarum, tom. i. p. 100.). 
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dispatched; the faithless and rapacious mercenaries, 


vw at the same moment, and: without resistance, were 


Reign of 


Theodoric 


king of 


Traly ; 
AD 493. 


Mar. 5.— 


A. Dt 526. 


Aug. 30. 


universally massacred; and the royalty of Theo- 
doric was proclaimed by the Goths, with the tardy, 
reluctant, ambiguous consent of the emperor of the 
East. The design of a conspiracy was imputed, 
according to the usual forms, to the prostrate tyrant; 
but his innocence, and the guilt of his conqueror ™, 
are sufficiently proved by the advantageous treaty 
which force would not sincerely have granted, nor 
weakness have rashly infringed. The jealousy of 
power, and the mischicfs of discord, may suggest a 
more decent apology, and a sentence less rigorous 
may be pronounced against a crime which was ne- 
cessary to introduce into Italy a generation of public 
felicity. The living author of this felicity was au- 
daciously praised in his own presence by sacred and 
profane orators”; but history (in his time she was 
mute and inglorious) has not left any just repre- 
sentation of the events which displayed, or of the 
defects which clouded, the virtues of Theodoric * 


22 Procopius (Gothic. J. i. c. i.) approves himself an impartial 
sceptic; Gacs.... doAegy rporm sxresve- Cassiodorius (in Chron.) 
and Ennodius (p. 1604.) are loyal and credulous, and the testimony 
of the Valesian Ftagment (p. 718.) may justify their belief. Mar- 
cellinus spits the venom of a Greek subject—perjuriis ilectus, inter- 
fectusque est (in Chron.). 

28 The sonorous and servile oration of Ennodius was pronounced 
at Milan or Ravenna in the years 507 or 508 (Sirmond, tom. 1. 
p. 1615.). Two or three years afterwards, the orator was rewarded 
with the bishoprick of Pavia, which he held till his death in the 
year 521. (Dupin. Bibliot. Eccles. tom. v. p. 11~14. See Saxit 
Onomasticon, tom. ii. p. 12.): 

24 Qur best materials are occasional hints from Procopius and the 
Valesian Fragment, which was discovered by Sirmond, and is pub- 
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One record of his fame, the volume of public 
epistles composed by Cassiodorius in the royal 
name is still extant, and has obtained more im- 
plicit credit than it seems to deserve’. They 
exhibit the forms, rather than the substance, of 
his government; and we should vainly search for 
the pure and spontaneous sentiments of the Bar- 
barian amidst the declamation and learning of a 
sophist, the wishes of a Roman serfator, the prece- 
dents of office, and the vague professions, which, 
in every court and on every occasion, compose 
the language of discreet ministers. ‘lhe reputa- 
tion of Theodoric may repose with more confi- 
dence on the visible peace and prosperity of a 
reign of thirty-three years; the unanimous esteem 
of his own times, and the memory of his wisdom 
and courage, his justice and humanity, which was 
deeply impressed on the minds of the Goths and 
Ttahans. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which 
Theodoric assigned the third part to his soldiers, 
is honourably arraigned as the sole injustice of his 
life. And even this act may be fairly justified by 
the example of Odoacer, the rights of conquest, 


a 
Partition 
of Jands. 


lished at the end of Ammianus Marcellinus. The author’s nameis * 


unknown, and his style is barbarous; but in his various facts he ex- 


hibits the knowledge, without the passions, ofa contemporary. ‘The , 


president Montesquieu had formed the plan of an history of Theo- 
doric, which at a distance might appear arich and interesting subject. 

*5 The best edition of the Variarum Libri xii. is that of Joh. Gar- 
retius (Rotomagi, 1679, in Opp. Cassiodor. 2 vol. in fol.) ; but they 
deserved and required such an editor as the marquis Seipio Maffei, 
who thought of publishing them at Verona. ‘The Barbara Ele- 
ganza (as it is ingeniously named by ‘iraboschi) is never simple, 
and seldom perspicuous. __. 

VOL. VIL. re 
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yap. the true interest of the Italians, and the sacred 
XXXIX: duty of subsisting a whole people, who, on the 
faith of his promises, had transported themselves 
into a distant land“. Under the reign of ‘Theo- 
doric, and in the -happy climate of Italy, the 
Goths soon multiplied to formidable host of two 
hundred thousand men“, and the whole amount 
of their families may be computed by the ordi- 
nary addition ‘of women and children. ‘Their 
invasion of property, a part of which must have 
been already vacant, was disguised by the gene- 
rous but improper name of hospitality ; these un- 
welcome guests were irregularly dispersed over 
the face of Italy, and the lot of each Barbarian 
was adequate to his birth and office, the number 
of his followers, and the rustic wealth which he 
possessed in slaves and cattle. The distinctions of 
noble and plebeian were acknowledged“; but the 
lands of every freeman were exempt from taxes, 
and he enjoyed the inestimable privilege of being 
subject only to the laws of his country”. Fashion, 
and even convenience, soon persuaded the con- 
querors to assume the more elegant dress of the 
natives, but they still persisted in the usc of their 
mother-tongue ; and their contempt for the Latin 


* % Procopius, Gothic. |. i.c. i. Variarum, ii. Maflei (Verona 
Illustrata, P. i. p. 228.) exaggerates the injustice of the Goths, wham 
he hated as an Italian noble. The plebeian Muratori crouches 
under their oppression. 

£7 Procopius, Goth. 1. iii. c. 4. 21. Ennodius describes (p. 1612, 
1613.) the military arts and increasing numbers of the Geths. 

#@ When Theodaric gave his sister to the king of the Vandals, she 
sailed for Africa with a guard of 1000 noble Goths, each of-whom 
was attended by five armed followers (Procop. Vandal. 1. i. ¢. 8.). 
The Gothic nobility must have been as numerous as brave. * 

“0 See the acknowledgment of Gothic liberty. (Var. y. 30.). 
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_ schools was applauded by Theodoric himself, who 
’ gratified their prejudices, or his own, by declar- 
ing, that the child who had trembled at a rod, 
would never dare to look upon a sword”. Distress 
might sometimes provoke the indigent Romau to 
assume the ferocious manners which were inscn- 
sibly relinquished by the rich and luxurious Bar- 
barian®: but these mutual conversions were not 
encouraged by the policy of a monarch who per- 
petuated the separation of the Italians and Goths; 
reserving the former for the arts of peace, and 
the latter for the service of war. 'To accomplish 
this design, he studied to protect his industrious 
subjects, and to moderate the violence without 
encrvating the valour of his soldicrs, who were 
maintained for the public defence. They held 
their lands and benefices as a military stipend : at 
the sound of the trumpet, they were prepared to 
mareh under the conduct of their provincial of- 
ficers; and the whole cxtent of Italy was distri- 
buted into the several quarters of a well-regulated 
camp. ‘The scrvice of the palace and of the 
fronticrs was performed by choice ore by rotation: 
and each extraordinary fatigue was recompensed, 
by an increase of pay and occasional donatives. 
Theodoric had convinced his brave companions, 
that empire must be acquired and defended by the 


© Procopins, Goth. }. ic. 2. The Roman boys learnt the Ian- 


guage (Var. vill. 21.) of the Goths. Their gencral ignorance is not. 


destroyed by the exceptions of Amalasuntha, a female, who might 
study without shame, or of Theodatus, whose learning provoked 
the indignation and eontempt of his countrymen. 
*! A saying of Theodoric was founded on ex: cricace : “ Romanus 
“* miser imitatur Gothum ; et utilis (dives) Gothus imitatur Roma- 
“uum.” (See the Fragment and Notes of Valesins, p. 719.). 
. ° 
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same arts. After his example, they strove to excel 
in the use, not only of the lance and sword, the 
instruments of their victories, but-of the missile 
weapons, which they were too much inclined to 
neglect ; and the lively image of war was display- 
ed in the daily exercise» and annual reviews of 
the Gothic cavalry. A firm though gentle dis- 
cipline imposed the habits of modesty, obedience, 
and temperance; and the Goths were instructed 
to spare the people, to reverence the laws, to un-— 
derstand the duties ‘of civil society, and to dis- 
claim. the barbarous licence of judicial combat 
and private revenge”. 
Among the Barbarians of the West, the hai 
of Theodoric had spread a general alarm. But as 
soon as it appeared that he was satisfied with con- 
quest and desirous of peace, terror was changed 
into: respect, and they ‘submitted to a powerful 
mediation, which was uniformly employed for the 
best purposes of reconciling their quarrels and civi- 
lizing their manners”. The ambassadors who re- 
sorted to Ravenna from the most distant countries 
of Europe, admired his wisdom, magnificence™, 


32 ‘The view of the military establishinent of the Goths in Italy, 
is collected from the Epistles of Cassiodorius (Var. i. 24. 40. ili. 3. 
24. 48, iv. 13,14. v. 26, 27. vill. 3, 4. 25.). They are illustrated by 
the learned marcos (Hist. of the Germans, I. xi. 40—44. Annota- 
tion xiv. )- 

33 See the clearness and vigour of his negociations in Ennodius (p. 
1607.), and Cassiodorius (Var. iii, 1, 2, 3, 4. iv. 13. v.43, 44.), who 
gives the different styles of friendship, counsel, expostulation, &c. 

44 Even of his table (Var. vi.9.) and palace (vii. 5.). The admira- 
tion of strangers is tepresented as the most rational motive to justify 
these vain expences, and to stimulate the diligence of the officers ta 
whom those provinces were entrusted. 
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and courtesy ; and if he sometimes accepted either CHAP. 
slaves or arms, white horses or strange animals, ***!*- 
the gift of a sun-dial, a water-clock, or a musi- 
cian, admonished even the princes of Gaul, of the 
superior art and industry of his Italian subjects. 
His domestic alliances ~°, a wife, two daughters, a 
sister, and a niece; united the family of Theodoric 
with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundiauns, 
the Visigoths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians, 
and contributed to maintain the harmony, or at 
least the, balance, of the great republic of the 
West™. It is difficult in the dark forests of Ger- 
anany and Poland to pursue the emigrations of the 
Heruli, a fierce people who disdained the use of 
armour, and who condemned their widows and 
aged parents not to survive the loss of their hus- 
bands, or the decay of their strength *. ‘The king 
of these savage warriors solicited the friendship of 
Theodoric, and was clevated to the rank of his 
son, according to the barbaric rites of a military 
adoption™. From the shores of the Baltic, the 


35 See the public and private alliances of the Gothic inonarch, 
with the Burgundians (Var. i. 45, 46.), with the Franks (ii. 40.), 
with the Thuringians (iv. i.), and with the Vandals (v. i.). Each 
of these epistles affords some curious knowledge of the policy and 
manners of the Barbarians. 

46 His political system may be observed in Cassiodorius (Var. iv. 
1. ix. 1.), Jornandes (c. 58. p. 698, 699.), and the Valesian Frag- 
ment (p.720, 721.). Peace, honourable peace, was the constant 
aim of Theodoric. 

37 The curious reader may contemplate the Heruli of Procopius 
(Goth. 1. ii. c. 14.), and the patient reader may plunge into the dark 
and minute researches of M. de Buat (Hist, des Peuples Anciens, 
tom. ix. p. 348—3096.). . 

38 Variarum, iv. 2. The spirit and forms of this martial institu- 
tion are noticed: by Cassiodorius ; but he seems to have only trans- 
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CHAP. Aistians or Livonians laid their offerings of native 
XXXIX. amber™ at the feet of a prince, whose fame had 
\at\ Sia 


excited them to undertake an unknown and dan- 
gerous journey of fifteen hundred miles. With 
the country” from .whence the Gothic nation de- 
rived their origin, he maintained a frequent and 
friendly correspondence; the Italians were clothed 
in the rich sables“ of Sweden; and one of its 
sovereigns, after a voluntary or reluctant abdica- 
tion, found an hospitable retreat in the palace of 
Ravenna. He had reigned over one of the thirteen 
populous tribes who cultivated a small portion of 
the grcat island or peninsula of Scandinavia, to 
which the vague appellation of Thule has been ' 
sometimes applied. That northern region was 
peopled, or had been explored; as high as the 
sixty-eighth degree of latitude, where the natives 
of the polar circle enjoy and lose the presence of 


lated the sentiinents of the Gothic king into the language of Ro- 
man eloquence. 

39 Cassiodorius, who quotes Tacitus to the Afstians, the un- 
lettered savages of the Baltic (Var. v. 2.), describes the amber for 
which their shores have ever been fumous, as the gum of a tree, 
hardened by the sun, and purified and wafted by the waves. When 
that singular substance is analysed by the chemists, it yields ¢ a vege- 
table oil and a mineral acid. 

40 Scanzia, or Thule, is described by Jornandes (c. 3. p. 610— 
613.) and Procopius (Goth. 1. ii. c.15.). Neither the Goth nor 
the Greek had visited the country: both had conversed with the 
natives in their-exile at Ravenna or Constantinople. 

_ $1 Sapherinas pelles. In the time of Jornandes, they inhabited 
Suethans, the proper Sweden; but that beautiful race of animals 


has. gradually been driven into the eastern parts of Siberia. See 


Buffon (Hist. Nat. tom. xiii. p. 309—-313. quarto edition) ; Pen- 
nant (System of Quadrupeds, vol. i. p. 322—328.) ; Gmelin (Hist. 
Gen. des Voyages, tom. xviii. p 257, 258.); and Levesque (Hist. 
de Russie, tom. v. p. 165, -166. 514, 515.). - 3 
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the sun at each summer and winter solstice during 
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an cqual period of forty days“. The long night U~— 


of his absence or death was the mournful season 
of distress and anxiety, till the messengers who 
had been sent to the mountain tops, descried 
the first rays of returning light, and proclaimed 
to the plain below the festival of his resurrection”. 


The life of Theodoric represents the rare and His defen- 


meritorious example of a Barbarian, wo sheathed 
his sword in the pride of victory and the vigour of 
his age. A reign of threc and thirty years was 
consecrated to the duties of civil government, and 
phe hostilities in which he was sometimes involved, 
“were speedily terminated by the conduct of his 
lieutenants, the discipline of his troops, the arms 
of his allies, and even by the terror of his name. 
He reduced, under a strong and regular govern- 
ment, the unprofitable countries of Rhetia, No- 
ricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the source 
of the Danube and the territory of the Bavarians “*, 


#2 In the system or romance of M. Bailly (Lettres sur les Sci- 
~ ences et sur ]’Atlantide, tom. i. p. 249—250. tom. it. p. 114——139.), 
the phoenix of the Edda, and the annual death and revival of 
Adonis and Osiris, are the allegorical symbols of the absence ancl 
return of the sun in the Arctic regions. This ingenious writer is a 
worthy disciple of the great Buffon ; nor is it easy for the coldest 
reason to withstand the magic of their philosophy. 

8 Airy re Ovdstag 4 peyisn Twv loprow eet, says Procopius. At 
present a rude Manicheism (generous enough) prevails among the 
Samoyedes in Greenland and in Lapland (Hist. des Voyages, tom. 
xvlil. p. 508, 509. tom. xix. p. 105, 106. 527, 528.); yet, accord- 
ing to Grotius, Samojute ccelum atque astra adorant, numina 
haud aliis iniquiora (de Rebus Belgicis, |. iv. p. 338. folio edition) : 
a sentence which Tacitus would not have disowned. ee 

# See the, Hist. des Peuples Anciens, &c. tom. ix. p. 255—-273. 
396—-501. The count de Buat was French minister at the court 
of Bavaria: a liberal curiosity prompted his inquiries into‘the an- 


sive wa¥rs. 
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CHAP. -to the petty kingdom erected by the Gepide on 
XXXIX. the ruins of Sirmium. His prudence could not 
ene safely entrust the bulwark of Italy to such feeble 
and turbulent neighbours; and his justice might 

claim the lands which they oppressed, either as a 

part of his kingdom, or as the inheritange of his 

father, ‘The greatness of a servant, who was 

named perfidious because he was successful, awak- 

ened the jealousy of the emperor Anastasius; and 

a war was kindled on the. Dacian frontier, by the 
protection which the Gothic king, in the vicissi- 

tude of human affairs, had granted to one of the 
descendants .of Attila. Sabinian, a general illus- 

trious by his own and father’s merit, advanced at 

the head of ten thousand Romans; and the pro- 

visions and arms, which filled a long train of 

. waggons, were: distributed to the fiercest of the 

. Bulgarian tribes. But, in the fields of Margus, 

the eastern powers were. defeated by the inferior 

forces of the Goths and Huns; the flower and 

even the hope of the Roman armiés was irretriev- 

ably destroyed; and such was the temperance with 

which Theodoric had inspired his victorious troops, » 

that as their leader had not given the signal of pil- 
"lage, the rich spoils of the enemy lay untouched: at 

His naval their feet®. Exasperated by this disgrace, the By- 
Bete zantine court dispatched two hundred ships and 
A.D. 509.. eight thousand men to plunder the sea-coast of Cala- 


tiquities of the country, and that curiosity was the germ of twelve 

. respectable volumes. ‘ a | 
45 See the Gothic transactions on the Danube and in Illyricum, 
in Jornandes (c. 58. p. 699.), Ennodius (p. 1607—1610.), .Marcel- 
linus (in Chron. p. 44, 47, 48.), and ‘Cassiodorins (in Chron. and 
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bria and Apulia; they assaulted the ancient city of CHAP. 
Tarentum, interrupted the trade and agriculture of oe 
an happy country, and sailed back to the Helles- 
pont, proud of their piratical victory over a peo- 
ple whom they still presumed. to consider as their 
Roman brethren®. Their retrcat was’ possibly 
hastened by the activity of Theodoric; Italy was 
covered by a flect of a thousand light vessels”, 
which he constructed with incredibie dispatch ; 
and his firm moderation was soon rewarded by a 
solid and honourable peace. He maintained with 
‘a powerful hand the balance of the West, till it 
_,was at length overthrown by the ambition of Clo- 
vis; and although unable to assist his rash and 
unfortunate kinsman the king of the Visigoths, he 
saved the remains of his family and people, and 
checked the Franks in the midst of their victorious 
career. I am not desirous to prolong or repeat™ 
this narrative of military events, the least in- 
teresting of the reign of ‘Theodoric; and shall be 
content to add, that the Alemanni were protected™, 
that an inroad of the Burgundians was severely 


46 I cannot forbear transcribing the liberal and classic style of 
Count Marcellinus : Romanus comes domesticorum, ct Rusticus 
comes scholariorum cuin centum armatis navibus, totidemque dro- 
monibus, octo millia militum armatorum secum: ferentibus, ad 
devastanda I[taliz littora processerunt, et usque ad Tarentum an- 
tiquissimam civitatem agpressi sunt ; remensoque mari inhonestam 
victoriam quam piratico ausu Romani ex Romanis rapuerunt, Anas- 
tasio Czesari reportarunt (in Chron. p. 48.). See Variur. i. 16. 11. 38. 

47 See the royal orders and instryctions (Var. tv. 15. v. 16—20.). 
These armed boats should be still smaller than the thousand vesscls 
of Agamemnon at the siege of Troy. — 

48 Vol. vi. p. 330—-337. 

.# Ennodius (p. 1610.) and Cassiodorius, in the royal name (Var. 
ii. 41.), record his salutary protection of the Alemanni. «— 


26 
CHAP. chastised, and that the conqtiest of Arles and Mar- 
aes seilles opened a free communication with the Visi- 
goths, who revered him both as their national pro- 
tector, and as the guardian of his grand-child, 
the infant son of Alaric. Under this respectable 
character, the king of Italy restored the pretorian 
prefecture of the Gauls, reformedsome abuses in the 
civil government of Spain, and accepted the an- 
nual tribute and apparent submission of its mili- 
tary governor, who wisely refused to trust his per- 
son in the palace of Ravenna”. The Gothic sove- 
reignty was established from Sicily to the Danube, 
from Sirmium or Belgrade to the Atlantic Occan ; 
and the Greeks themselves have acknowledged — 
that Theodoric reigned over the fair est Portion of 
the western empire”. 
Mee The union of the Goths and Romans might 
of Italy ac- have fixed for ages the transient happiness of 
ne '° Italy; and the first of nations, a new people of 
man laws.’ free subjects and enlightened soldiers, might have ' 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


gradually arisen from the- mutual emulation of 
their respective virtues. But the sublime merit 
of guiding or seconding such a revolution, was 
not reserved for the reign of 'Theodoric:: he 
wanted either the genius ‘or the opportunities of 
a legislator”; and while he indulged the Goths 


50 ‘The Gothic transactions in Ganhand Spain are represented 
with some perplexity it: Cassiodoriug (Var. iii. 32. 38. 41. 43, 44. v. 


. 39.), Jornandes (c. 58. p. 698, 699. ); and Procopius (Goth. 1. i. c. 


12.). I will neither hear nor reconcile the long and contradictory 
arguments of the Abbé Dubos and the Count de Buat, about the 
wars of Burgundy. Se 

51 Theophanes, p. 113. 

b2 * Procopius sas that no laws sphutaoever: were protaulgated 


OF 'THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
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copied the institutions, and even the abuses, of 


the political system which had been. framed by 
Constantine and his successors. From a tender 
regard to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the 
Barbarian declined the name, the purple, and 
the diadem of the emperors; but he assuincd, 
under the hereditary title of king, the whole 
substance and plenitude of Impcri:.l' preroga-. 
tive’. His addresses to the eastern throne 
were respectful and ambiguous; he celebrated in 
pompous style the harmony of the two republics, 
applauded his own government as the perfect 
similitude of: a sole and undivided empire, and 
claimed above the kings of the earth the same 
pre-eminence which he modestly allowed to the 
person or rank of Anastasius. The alliance of 
the East and West was annually declared by 
the unanimous choice of two consuls; but it 
should seem, that the Italian candidate who was 
named by Theodoric, accepted a formal confirma- 
tion from the sovereign of Constantinople”. The 
Gothic palace of Ravenna reflected the image of 


by Theodoric and the succeeding kings of Italy (Goth. 1. ii. c. 6.). 
Iic must mean in the Gothic language. A Latin edict of Theodo- 
ric 1s still extant, in one hundred and fifty-four articles. 

53 The image of Theodoric is engraved on his coins: his modest 
successors were satisfied with adding their own name to the head of 
the reigning emperor (Muratori Antiquitat. Italie Medii Avi, tom. 
li. dissert. xxvii, p. 577—579. Giannone Istoria Civile di Napoli, 
tom. i. p. 166.). 

5% The alliance of the emperor and the king of Italy are repre- 
sented by Cassiodorius (Var. i. 1. ii. 1, 2, 3. vi.1.) and Procopius 
(Goth. 1. ii.c. 6.1. iii. ¢. 21.), who celebrate the friendship of Anas- 
tasius and Theodoric: but the figurative style of compliment was 
interpreted in a very different sense at Constantinople ; and Ravenna. 
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the court of Theodosius or Valentinian. The pre- 
torian prefect, the prefect of Rome, the questor, 
the master of the offices, with the public and pa- 
trimonial treasurers, whose functions are painted in 
gaudy colours by tlfe rhetoric of Cassiodorius, still 
continued to act as the ministers of state. And 
the subordinate care of justice and the revenue was 
delegated to seven consulars, three correctors, .and 
five presidents, who governed the fifteen regions 
of Italy, according to the principles and even the 
forms of Roman jurisprudence”. The violence of 
the conquerors was abated or eluded by the slcw 
artifice of judicial proceedings; the civil admini- 
stration, with its honours and emoluments, was 
confined to the Italians; and the people still pre- 
served their dress and language,. their laws and 
customs, their personal freedom, and two-thirds 
of their landed property. It had been the object 
of Augustus to conceal the introduction of mo- 
narchy; it was the policy of Theodoric to dis- 
guise the reign of a Barbarian”. If his subjects 


55 To the xvii provinces of the Notitia, Paul Warnefrid the dea- 
con (De Reb, Longobard. 1. ii. c. 14—22.) has subjoined an xviiith, 
the Apennine (Muratori Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. i. p. 43! 
—433.). But of these Sardinia and Corsica were possessed by the 
Vandals, and the two Rheztias, as well as the Cattian Alps, seem to 
have been abandoned toa military government. The state of the 
four provinces that now forth the kingdom of Naples, is laboured 
by Giannone (tom. i. p. 172. 178.) with patriotic diligence. 

56 See the Gothic history of Procopids (1. i. ¢. I. 1. ii. c. G.), the 
Epistles of Cassiodorius (passim, but especially the vth and vith 
books, which contain the formula, or patents of offices), and the 
which he places in cvery. Italian city, are annihilated, however, by 
Maffei (Verona THustrata, P. i, 1. viii, p. 227.) ; for those of Syracuse 
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were sometimes awakened from this pleasing vision 
of, a Roman government, they derived more sub- 
stantial comfort from the character of a Gothic 
prince, who had penetration to discern, and firm- 
ness to pursue, his own and -the public interest. 
Theodoric loved the virtues which he possessed, 
and the talents of which he was destitute. Libe- 
rius was promoted to the office of pretorian prefect 
for his unshaken fidelity to the unfortunate cause 
of Odoacer. The ministers of Theodoric, Cassio- 
dorius™ and Boethius, have reflected on his reign 
the lustre of their genius and learning. More 
prudent or more fortunate than his colleague, 
Cassiodorius preserved his own esteem without 
forfeiting the royal favour ; and after passing thirty 
years in the honours of the world, he was blessed 
with an equal term of repose in the devout and 
studious solitude of Squillace. 

As the patron of the republic, it was the in- 
terest and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate the 
affections of the senate and people. The nobles 
of Rome were flattered by sonorous epithets and 
formal professions of respect, which had been more 
justly applied to the merit and authority of their 


and Naples (Var. vi. 22, 23.) were special and temporary commis- 
sions. 

5T Two leatans of the name of Cassiodorius, the father (Var. i. 
24. 40.) and the son (ix. 24.25.), were successively employed i in 
the administration of Theodaric. The son was born in the year 
479: his various epistles as quastor, master of the offices, and 
pretorian prefect, extend from 509 to 539, and he lived as a monk 
about thirty years (Tiraboschi Storia della Lettcratura ‘Italiana, 
tom. lil. p. 7—24. Fabricius, Bibliot. Lat. Med, _4Evi, fom. i. 
P- 357, 358. edit. Mansi.). 

58See his regard for the senate in Cochlzus Vit, Thegd vill. 
p- 72—80.). 
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ancestors. ‘The people enjoyed, without fear. or 
danger, the three blessings’ of a capital, order, 
plenty, and public amusements. ' A visible dimi- 
nution of their numbers may be found even in the 
measure of liberality”; yet Apulia, Calabria, and 
Sicily, poured their tribute of corn into the gra- 
narics of Rome; an allowance of bread and meat 
was distributed to the indigent citizens; and every 
office was deemed honourable which was conse- 
crated to the care of their health and happiness. 
The public games, such as a Greek ambassador 
might politely applaud, exhibited a faint and 
feeble copy of the magnificence of the Cexsars: 
yet the musical, the gymnastic, and the pantomime 
arts, had: not totally sunk in oblivion; the wild 
beasts of Africa still exerctsed in the amphithcatre 
the courage and dexterity of the hunters ; and the 
indilgent Goth either-patiently tolerated or gently 
restrained the blue and green factions, whose con- 
tests'so’ often filled the circus with clamour and 
even with blood®. In the seventh year of his 
peaceful reign, Theodoric. visited the old capital of 


_ the world; the senate and people advanced in 


solemn precession to salute a second Trajan, a new 


_ Valentinian; and he nobly’ supported that cha- 


racter by the assurance of a just and legal govern- 


59.No more than 120,000 modit, or four thousand quarters 
(Anonym. Valesian. p. 721. and Var. i. 35. vi. 18. xi. 5. 39.)- 
© See his regard and indulgence for the spectacles of the circus, 


‘the amphitheatre, and the theatre, in the Chronicle and Epistles 


of Cassiodorius (Var. i.'90. 27. 30, 31, 39. iii! 51. iv. 51. illustrated 
by the xivth Annotation of Mascou’s History), who has contrived 
to. sprinkle . the , Subject. with -ostentatious, though agreeable 
learning. . . | 
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ment ”', in a discourse which he.was not afraid to cyap. 
I i 71 ibe XXXIPX. 
pronounce in public, and to inscribe on a tablet of Gaede 


brass. Rome, -in this august ceremony, shot a 
last ray of declining glory; and a saint, the spec- 
tator of this pompous scene, could only hope in 
his pious fancy, that it was excelled by the celestial 
splendour of the New Jerusalem”. During a 
residence of six months, the fame, the person, 
and the courteous demeanour of the Gothic king, 
excited the admiration of the Romans, and he 
contemplated, with equal curiosity and surprise, 
the monuments. that remained of their ancient 
greatness. He imprinted the footsteps of a con- 
queror on the Capitoline hill, and frankly confessed 
that each day he viewed with fresh .wonder the 
‘forum of Trajan and ,his lofty column. The 
theatre of Pompey appeared, even in its decay, as 
a huge mountain artificially hollowed and polished, 
and adorned by human industry ; and he vaguely 
computed, that a river of gold must have been 
drained to erect the colossal amphitheatre of 
Titus®. From the mouths of fourteen aqueducts, 
a pure and copious stream was diffused into every 


61 Anonym. Vales. p. 721. Marius Aventicensis in Chron. In 
the scale of public and personal merit, the Gothic conqueror is at 
least as much above Valentinian, as he may seem inferior to 
Trajan. ; 

62 Vit. Fulgentii in Baron. Annal. Eccles. A.D. 500, No. 10. 

®3 Cassiodorius describes in his pompous style the forum of 
Trajan (Var. vii. 6.), the theatre of Marcellus (iv. 51.), and the 
amphitheatre of Titus (v. 42.) ; and his descriptions are not un- 
worthy of the reader’s perusal. According to the moder ‘prices, 
the Abbé Barthelemy computes that the brick work and masonry 
of the Coliseum would now cost twenty millions of French livres 
(Mem, de T’Academie ‘des Inscriptions, tom. xxviii. p. 585, 586.). 


L 


How’ small a part of that stupendous fabric ! 
; . 
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part of the city ; among these the Claudian water, 


a. Which arose at the distance of thirty-eight miles in 


the Sabine mountains, was conveyed along a gentle 
though constant declivity of solid arches, till it 
descended on the summit of the Aventine hill. 
The long and spacious vaults which had been con- 
structed for the purpose of common sewers, subsisted, 
after twelve centuries, in their pristine strength ; 
and these subterraneous channels have been pre- 
ferred to all the visible wonders of Rome™. 'The 
Gothic kings, so injuriously accused of the ruin of 
antiquity, were anxious to preserve the monuments 
of the nation whom they had subdued“. The 
royal edicts were framed to prevent the abuses, the 
neglect, or the depredations of the citizens them- 
selves; and a professed ayghitect, the annual sum 
of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thou-: 
sand. tiles,.and the receipt of customs from the 
Lucrine port, were assigned forthe ordinary re- 
pairs of the walls and public edifices. A similar 


‘care was extended to the statues of metal or mar- 


ble of men or animals. - The spirit of the horses, 
which have given a modern name to the Quirinal, 


‘was applauded by the Barbarians”; the brazen 


6+ For the aqueducts and cloace, see Strabo (I. v. p. 360.), Pliny 
(Hist. Nat. xxxvi. 24.), Cuassiodorius (Var. iii..30, 31. vi. 6.), 
Procopius (Goth. 1. i. c. 19.), and Nardini (Roma Antica, p. 514— 
522.). How such works could be executed by a king of Rome, is 


_ yet a problem. | 


65For the Gothic care of the buildings and statues, see Cassi- 
odorius (Var." ‘i. 21. 25. il. 34. iv. “ii vil. 6. 13. 15.), and the Valesian 
Fragment (Pp. "721. ). 

66 Var. vil. 15. These horses of Monte Cavallo had been transported 


from Alexandria to the baths of Constantine (Nardini, p. 188.). Their 


seulptureis disdained by the Abbé Dubos (Reflexions sur la Poesie et 
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aeshants of the. Via’ sacra were diligently re- cHap. 
stored”; ‘the famous heifer of Myron deceived the Facey 


cattle, as they were driven through the forum of 
peace™; and an officer was created to protect those 
works of art, which Theodoric considered as the 
noblest ornament of his kingdom. 


After the example of the last-emperors, Theo- Flourish- 


doric preferred the residence of Ravenna, where Bt 


he cultivated an’orchard with his own hands”. 
As often as the peace of his kingdom was threat- 
ened (for it was never invaded) by the Barbarians, 


he removed his court to. Verona” on the northern 


frontier, and the i image of his palace, still extant, 
on a coin, represents the oldest and most authentic 
model of Gothic architecture. 'These two capitals, 
as well‘as Pavia, Spolete, Naples, and the rest of 
the Italian cities, acquired under his reign the 
useful or splendid decorations of churches, aque- 
ducts, baths, pofticoes, and palaces’. But. the 


sur la Bawa: tom. i. section 39.), nad’ adinited by w iSckelnian 
(Hist. de Art, tom. ii. p. 159.). 

6T Var. x. 10. They were probably a fragment of some triumphal 
car (Cuper de Elephantis, li. 10.). 

68 Procopius (Goth. I. iy. ¢. 21.) relates a foolish story of Myron’s 


cow, which is celebrated by the false wit of thirty-six Greek epigrams — 
(Antholog. 1. iv. p. 302--306. edit. Hen. ieee ; Augon. Epigram. | 


lviti—Ixviti.). 
69 See an epigram of Ennodius (ii. 3. p. 1893, 1894.) on this 
garden and the royal gardener. 


10 His affection for that city is proved by the epithet of * Verona ‘ 
tua,” and the legend’ of the hero; under the barbarous nae of . 


Dietrich of Bern (Peringsciold ad Cochleum, p. 240.), Mattei 
traces him with, knowledge and aaa in his native: gountry 
(. ix. p. 239—236.).” sayy» 

71 See Maffei, (Verona ti Part i i. p. 241,282. "308, &¢.). 
Hei imputed Gothic archi ure, like the, corru. tion ‘of language, 
writing, &c. not to. alte ‘Barbarians, But to the. Ttalians themselves. 
Compare his sentiments with throse of Tirdboschi (tom. iii. P. 61.). 
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in the busy scene of labour and luxury, in the 
rapid increase and bold enjoyment of national 
wealth. From the shades of Tibur and Preneste, 
the Roman senators still retired in. the winter- 
season to the warm sun, and salubrious springs. of 
Baie; and their :villas, which advanced on solid 
moles, into the bay of Naples, commanded the 
‘various prospect of the sky, the earth, and the 
‘water. On the eastern side of the Hadriatic, a 
new Campania was formed in the fair and fruitful 


‘province of Istria, which communicated with the 


palace of. Ravenna by an. easy navigation of one 
hundred miles. 'The rich productions of Lucania 
andthe adjacent provinces were exchanged at the 
Marcilian fountain, in a populous fair annually 


‘dedicated to trade, intemperance, and superstition. 


In the solitude of Comum, which had once been 
animated by the mild genius of Pliny, a transparent 
bason. above sixty:miles in length still reflected the 
rural ‘seat§ which encompassed the margin of the 
Larian. lake; and the gradual ascent of the hills 
was. -eoverdil by. a triple plantation of olives, of 


vines, and of chesnut trees”. Agriculture revived 


under the shadow of peace, and the number of 
eens ‘was multiplied by the redemption of 


eaptives™: . Fhe iron mines of Dalmatia, a an 


’ : ve 


x ‘The “villas, climate, and ener of Baix (Var. ix. 6. See 


_ Chuver. ltalia Anitiq. 1. iv. c. 2. p. 1119, &v.), Istria (Var. xii. 22. 


26.)5: and: grit (Var. xi. 14. compare with Pliny’s two villas, 
ix. -7;), are digneeably painted in the Epistles of Cassiadorius. * 

78 In Liguria numerosa agricolarum pragehiles (Ennodius; p. 1678, 
1679, 1680.}. “SL. ‘Epithanins of Pavia redeemed by prayer. or ransom 
6000 captives | from the Burgundians of Lyons and sSayoy. | ‘Such 
deeds are ane aaa of miracles. : 


id r 
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mine in Bruttium, were carefully explored, and 
the Pomptine marshes, as well as those of Spoleto, 
were drained and cultivated by private undertakers, 
whose distant reward must: depend on the conti- 
nuance of the public prosperity’*. Whenever the 
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seasons were less. propitious, the doubtful precau- | 


tions of forming magazines of corn, fixing the price, 
and prohibiting the exportation, attested at least _ 


the benevolence of thé state; but such was the 
extraordinary plenty which an ‘industrious people 
produced from a grateful soil, that-a gallon of wince 
was sometimes sold .in Italy for less than three 
farthings, and a quarter of wheat,at about: five 
shillmgs and sixpence™. . A. country possessed of 
so many valuable objects of exchange soon attracted 
the merchants of the world, whose beneficial traffic 
was encouraged and protected by the liberal spirit 
of Theodoric. The free intercourse of the pro- 
vinces by land and water was restored and extended; 
the city gates were never shut either. by day or by 
night; and the common saying, that a purse of 
gold might be safely left in the fields, was ex- 
pressive of the conscious sccurity of. the inha- 
bitants. 7 


7+ The political ceconomy of Theodoric (ee yes Vale. 
p. 721. and Cassiodorius, in Chron.) may be distinctly traced under 
the following heads: iron mine (Var. iii. 23.); gold mine (ix. 3.) 5 


Pomptine marshes (ii. 32, 33.); Spoleto (il. 21,); corn (1. 34. x..27, . 


28. xi. 11,*12.); trade (vi. 7. vil. 9. 23.) 3° fair of Leucothoe or St. 
Cyprian in Lucania (viii. 33.) ; plenty (xii, 4.); the cursus, or 
public post (i. 29. iL al. iv. 47. ‘v. 5. Vie 6. vii. al ‘the Fhaminian 
way (xii. 18.). 

75 LX modii tritici in’ eoliduin j ipsinie: wimpore fuerunt, et vinum 
xxx amphoras in solidum - (Fraginent:“Mates.):.- “Corn was distri- 
buted from the granaries-at XY Of RXV. “adil Tot a piece of gold, 
and the price was still moderate... es at oe eer 
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A difference of selighon 3 is always pernicious and 
often fatal to the harmony of the prince and people; ; 


Theodore the Gothic conqueror had beén educated in’ the 


an Arian. 


His tolera- 
tion of the 
Catholics. 


profession of Arianism, and Italy was devoutly 
attached to the Nicene faith. - But the persuasion 
of Theodoric was not infected - by zeal; and he 
piously adhered to.the heresy of his fathers, with- 
out condescending to balance nee the subtile arguments 
of theological: metaphysics. ‘ “Satisfied with the pri- 
vate toleration of* his Arian. séctaries, he justly 
concéived himself to be the guardian of the public 
worship, and his external reverence for a super- 
stition which he despised may have nourished in 
his mind the salutary indifference of a'statesman or 
philosopher. The Catholics of his dominions ac- 
knowledged, perhaps with reluctance, the peace of 
the church; their clergy, according to the degrees 
of rank. or tnerit,. were honourably entertained in 
the palace of Theodoric ; he esteemed the living 
sanctity of. Cesarius” -and Epiphanius”, the 
orthodox bishops’ of Arles and Pavia; and pre- 


sented a decent offering on the tomb of St. Peter, 


without amy scrupulous inquiry into the creed 


of, cane apostle” we ee favourite Goths, and even 


ce Ag Ke Ie 
_ 1 Tin* 


18 See the life of St: Ceesarius in Baronius (A. D. 508, No. 12, 
13, 14.).. The king presented him with 300 gold solidi, and a discus 
of sitver of the ‘weight of sixty pounds. 

%F Eanodivs ' in Vit, St; Epiphdnii, in Sirmond Op. tom. i. p. 1672 
*—1690:.° ric -bestowed some. important favours on - this 


_ bishop, whomélic usedas a counsellor in peace and war. 


1B Devotissishiaa ac si Catholicus (Anonym. Vales. p. 720.) ; yet 
his offering wiisidi0 more than two silver candlesticks (cerostra{a) 
of the weight of iéyerity pounds, far inferior to the gold and gems 
of Constantindpis ‘andy : (Aitaniee- in Vite Pont. in Hor. 
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his mother, were permitted to retain or em- 


- brace the: Athanasian faith, and his long reign 
‘could not afford the “example of an Italian Ca- 
- thalic, who, either from choice or compulsion, 


had deviated into the religion of the conqueror”. 


- The people, and the Barbarians themselves, were | 
' edified by the pomp,and order of religious wor- 


ship ; ‘the magistrates . were instructed to defend 
the just immunities of ecclesiastical persons and 
possessions; the bishops held their synods, : the 
metropolitans exercised. their’ jurisdiction, and 
the privileges of sanctuary were ‘maintained or 
moderated according :to the spirit of the Roman 
jurisprudence®. With the protection, Theodoric 
assumed the legal supremacy of. the church; and 


his firm administration restored. or extendcd 


some useful prerogatives which had been ne- 
glected by the feeble emperors of the West. Te 
was not ignorant of the dignity and importance 
of the Roman. pontiff, to whom the vencrable 
name of POPE was now appropriated. ‘The peace 
or the revolt of Italy might depend’ on the cha- 
racter of a wealthy and popular bishop, who 
claimed, such ample dominion both in heaven 


_ and earth; who had been declared 1 in a numcrous 


79 The tolerating system of his ‘reign , (Ennodius, p-. 1612. 
Anonym. Vales. p. 719. Procop. Goth. 1. i. c. 1¢).fi. ¢. 6.) may be 
studied in the Epistles of Cassiodorius, under the: following heads: 
bishops (Var. i. Q. vill. 15. 24. xi. 23.) 5 semmunsties (1..20. 11. 29, 30.) 5 
church lands (iv. 17. 20.) ; sanctuaries (ii, 11. iit. $7.) 5 clastel plate 
(xii. 20.)5 discipline (iv. 44) ; which prove at the same time that he 
was the head of the church as well as of the gtate. 

8 We may reject a foolishtale of his beheading ¢ Catholic deacon 
who turned Ariat (Theodor. Leetor. No. 17,), Why is Theodoric 
satnamed Afer? From Vafer? (Vales. ati feo: ¥ A light conjecture. 
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syttod to be pure ‘from all sin,” and exeinpt from 
all'judgment".. When the ehair of St. Peter was 
. disputed by Symmachus and Laurence; they ap- 
peared at his summons before the tribubal of an 


- Arian monarch, and. ‘he: confirmed the’ lection 


Vices of 
his {£0- 
verninent. 


of the most worthy or the most obsequious can- 
didate. At the end of his dife, in a moment of 
jealousy and ‘reserttment; he’) prevented the choice 
of the Rothans, ' by nominating’ a pope in ‘the 
palace’ .of Ravenna: * The danger and. furious 
contests of.’a schisin were mildly restrained, and 
the last decree ofthe senate Was enacted to ex- 
tinguish, if it’ were possible, a scandalous ve- 
nality of the papal elections”. eS 

I have descanted with plosaare on the fortu- 
nate conditioti of Italy; but our fancy ‘must not 
hastily conceive that the golden age of ‘the poets, 
a race of men ‘without vice or misery, ‘was real- 
ised under the Gothic conquest. The fair pro- 
spect, was sometimes overcast with clouds; the 
wisdom of’ Théodoric might be deceived, ‘his 
power might be ‘résisted, and the declining age of 
the monarch was, sullied with popular hatred and 
patrician ‘blood. ‘In the first insolence of vic- 
tory, he ‘had been tempted to deprive the whole 
party of Odoacer of the civil and even the na- 


a 
5 : vas a ae 


er Euitddiady 1621, 1622. 1636. 1638. His /ibell was approved 
and registered: (epnodaliter) by a Roman council (Baronius, A. D. 
503. Ne; Ov Friiieiecus Pagi i in Breviar. Pont. Rom. tom. i. p. 242.). 
62--See Caxéibdorius (Var. viii..15. ix. 15, 16.),° Anastasius (in 


' Symmacho, p: a, and the xviith Annotation of Mascou. Baroni- 


~ ea, 


us, Pagi, and mest of: the Catholic doctors, rene, with an angry 
growl, this cone mERTENON, — 2. re 
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tural rights of society”; a tax unseasonably im- 
posed after the calamities of war, would have 
crushed the rising agriculture of Liguria ; a rigid 
. pre-emption. of ‘corn, which, was ‘intended for the 
public relief, must have aggravated the distress 
of Campania. These dangerous projects were 
defeated by the virtue , and eloquence of Epi- 
phanius. and. Boethifis,; wha, in the presence of 
"heodoric himself, successfully pleaded the cause 
of the people”: but if the royal ear was open to 
the voice of truth, a‘saint’ and, a philosopher are 


not always to be found at the ear of kings. The 


privileges of rank, or office, or favour, were too 
frequently abused by Italian fraud and Gothic 
violence, and. the avarice ofthe king’s nephew 
was publicly exposed, at first by the usurpation, 
and afterwards by the restitution of the cstates 
which he had unjustly extorted from his Tuscan 
neighbours. ‘Two hundred thousand Barbarians, 
formidable even to their master, were seated im 
the heart of Italy; they indignantly supported 
the restraints of peace and discipline; the dis- 
orders of their march were always felt and some- 
times compensated ;. and where it was dangerous 
to punish, it might be prudent to dissemble, the 


63 He disabled them—a licenjia testandi; and all Italy mourned 
—lamentabili justitio. T wish to believe, that these. penalties were 
_ enacted against the rebels who had violated their oath of allegiance : 
but‘ the testimony of Ennodius (p. 1675-1678.) is the more 
weighty, as he lived and died under the reign. of. Theodoric. 

83 Ennodius, in Vit: Epiphan. p. 1689, 1690. Boethius de Conso- 
latione Philosophiz, J. i. pros. iv. p.45, 46,47. Respect, but weigh 
the passions of the gaint and the senator ; and fortify or alleviate their 
coniplaints by the various hints of Cassiodorius (ii. @. iv. U6. Vi 5.). 
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Rempel dulgence of Theodoric had remitted two-thirds 
of the Ligurian tribute, he condescended to. ex- 
plain the difficulties’ of his ‘situation, and. to la- 
-ment the heavy though inevitable burdens ‘which 
he imposed on ‘hissubjects for their own defence, 
| These ungrateful: subjects. could neyer ‘be cor- 
dially reconciled 9 the: origin, the: religion, or 


é 


even the virtues, of the: Gothic conqueror ; past 
calamities. were forgotten, and the sense or sus. 
picion of injuries Was rendered still more exqui- 
site by. the. present. felicity-of the times. - | 
ear. Even the religious toleration which ‘Theodoric 
persecute had the glory of introducing into the. Christian 
aaa world, was painful: and. offensive: to the.orthodox | 
‘eal of the Italians. They: respected the armed 
heresy of the Goths; but their pious rage was 
safely pointed againstthe rich. and defenceless 
Jews, who had formed. their establishments at 
Naples, Rome, Ravenna, Milan, ‘and Genoa, . for 
the benefit of trade, and under the-sanction of the 
laws”, Their. persons were insulted,- their effects 
were pillaged, and. their synagogues were burnt 
by the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, in- 
flamed, as it should seem,-by the most frivolous 
or extravagant. pretences. The government 
‘which: could ‘neglect would have deserved such 
an outrage:; A legal enquiry was instantly di- 
rected ;' and.cas the authors of the. tumult hail 
’ BS bnmanium expensariih pondus bites pro ipsorum salute, Ke. ; 
yet these are no mere; than wards. SB ca age i 

85 The Jews were: getied at Naples (Procopius,; Goth..1. i: ¢. 8.), 
at Genoa (Var. ii, 28..4%593.), Milan (v.37), Riinie (iv.43.). See 

likewise Basage, Hist. dps Juils, tom, viii. Fen ond 0°. 
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condemned | to repair the damage; and the ob- XX 


stinate bigots who refused their contributions, 
were whipped through the streets by the hand of 
the executioner. - ‘Thistsimple vact of justice exas- 


perated ‘the disegntent of the- Catholics, who'ap- 


plauded the merit and patience of these holy con- 
fessors;_ three: hundred pulpits deplored: the perse- 
eution of the church, and if the chapel of St. Ste- 
phen at Verona was demolished by the command 
of Theodaric, it is probable that some miracle hos- 
tile to his name arid dignity had been- performed 
on that’ sacred theatre. At the close of a glorious 
life, the king of’ Italy ‘discovered that he had-ex- 


cited the hatred of a people whose happiness he © 


had so assiduously laboured to: promote; and his 
mind was soured by indignation, jealousy, and 
the bitterness of unrequited ‘love: The Gothic 
conqueror condescended to disarm the unwarlike 
natives of Italy, inferdicting all weapons of 
offence, and excepting’ only a small knife’ for 
domestic use. ‘ The deliverer of Rome was ac- 
cused of conspiring with the:vilest. informers 
against the lives of senators whom lie suspected of 
a secret :and treasonable correspondence with the 
Byzantine court”. After the death “of Anasta- 
sius, the diadem had ‘been placed. on the head of 
a fecble‘old man; but the powers of government 


were assumed. by his nephew :Justinian, .who 


already meditated the extirpation of heresy, ‘and 


67 Rex avidus communis exitii, &c, ‘(Boethius, Ii. p. 59.) : rex 
dolum Remanis. tendebat (Anonym. Males. p. 723.). These are 


hard words: they: oped. the ; ee of the Italians, and those (1 
fear) of Theodoric himself. 
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-the. conquest of Italy and Africa, A. rigorous” 
law which was published at Constantinople, : to 
reduce the Arians by the dread. of punishment 


_ within the pale of the church, awakened the just 


resentment of Theodoric,’ wha; ‘Claimed for his 


distressed brethren .of ‘the East,” the .same, in- 
dulgence which he’ had-s0 long granted. to. the 
Catholics ‘of. his: dominios. At. his stern com- 
mand, the Roman pontiff, with four édlustrious 
senators, embarked on an’ embassy, of which he 
must have alike. dreaded. the failure or the success. 
The singular'vencration shewn to the first pope 
who had visited Constantinople was punished as a 
crime by his jealous monarch; the artful or pe- 
remptory refusal of the Byzantine. court might 


excuse an equal, and would provoke a_ larger, 


measure of retaliation; and a mandate was pre- 
pared i in Italy, to prohibit, after a stated: day, the 
exercise of the Catholic worship. By the bigotry 
of his subjects and enemies, the most tolerant of 
princes was driven to the brink - of persecution ; : 
and the life of Theodoric was too long, since he 
lived to condemn the virtue of Boethius and Sym- 


machus™. © 
The senator Boethius” i is the last of the Ro- 


88 JT have laboured to "extract a rational narrative from the dark, 
concise, and vatjous: hints of the Valcsian Fragment (p. 722, 723, 
724.);, Theophanes (p. 145.), Anastasius (in Johanne, p. 38.), 
and the Hist. Miscella (p. 103. edit. Muratori): A gentle pressure | 
and paraphrase. of their words is no violence. . Consult likewise 
Muratori (Annali d'Italia, tom. iv. p. 471—478.), with the Anuals 
and Breviary (tom. i 20-202 ) of the two Pagi’s the uncle and 
the nephew. 

&- Le Clere has cores a critical and. philosophical lite of 
Anicius Manlius Severinus- ‘Bocthius (Bibliot. Choisie, tom. xvi. 
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mans whom Cato or Tully could have acknow- cHAr. 
ledged for their countryman. As 2 wealthy {*! saa) 
orphan, he inherited the’ patrimony and honours Chere 
of: the Anician: family, -a nage ambitiously” as- ene ho 
sumed by the kings and empérors of the age; tour of 
atid the ‘appellation of Manlius asserted. his-.ge- 

nuine or’ fabulous descent froma ‘raee of consuls 

and dictators; who had repulséd the Gauls’from 

the Capitol, and sacrificed their sons co - ‘the dis- 

cipline of the republic. In the ‘youth of Boe- 

thius, the studies of Rome were not totally aban- 

doned; a: Virgil” is now extant, corrected by 

the hand of a consul; and: the'professots of gram- 

mar, rhetoric, and jurisprudence, were main- 

tained in their privileges and pensions by the 
liberality of the: Goths. But the crudition of 

the Latin language was insufficient to satiate his 
ardent curiosity; and’ Boethitis is said to have 
employed eighteen laborious years in the schools 

of Athens", which were supported by the zeal, 

the leaming, and the diligence of Proclus and his 
‘disciples: ‘The reason and piety of their Roman 


p- 168—275.) ; and both Tiraboschi (tom. iii.) and Fabricius 
(Bibliot. Latin.) may be usefully consulted. The date of his birth 
may be placed: about the year 470, and his death in 524, ina pe 
mature old age (Consol. Phil. Metrica,. 1. p. 5.). 

99 For the age and value of this MS.-now in the Medicean 
library at Florence, see the cone rile (p. 430—447.) of 
Cardinal Noris. 

' .9t The Athenian studies of Boethius are doubtful (Baronius, 
A. D. 510. No. 3. ‘from a spurious tract, De Disciplina Scholarun), - 
and the term, of eighteen years’ is doubtless too long: but the 
simple fact of a visit to Athens is justified by much internal evt- 
dence (Brucker, Hist. Grit. Philosoph. tom. iii. p. 524—527.), and 
by an expression (though vague and ambiguous) of his friend 
Cassiodorius (Var. 4.45.3, “ longe positas .\thenas 1 intrvisti.” 
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pupil were fortunately saved from the contagior 


\erw/ of mystery and magic, which polluted the groves 


of the academy; but he imbibed the spirit, anc 
imitated the method of his dead and living mas. 


ters, who attempted to reconcile the strong and 


subtle sense of Aristotle with the devout contem- 
plation and sublime fancy of Plato. After his 
return to*Rome, and his marriage with the daugh. 
ter of his fricnd, the patrician Symmachus, Boe- 
thius still contmued, in’a palace of ivory and 
marble, to prosepute the same studies”. The 
church was edified by his profound defence of the 
orthodox creed against the Arian, the Eutychian, 
and the Nestorian heresies; and the Catholic 
unity was explained or exposed in a formal trea- 
tise by the indifferencé of three distinct though 
consubstantial persons.» ‘For the benefit of his 
Latin readers, his genius. submitted to teach the 
first clements of the arts and ‘sciences of Greece. 
The geometry of Euclid, the .music of Pytha- 
goras, the arithmetic of Nicomachus, the me¢ha- 
nics of Archimedes, thé astronomy. of Ptolemy, 
the theology of.:Plato;‘and the:logie of Aristotle, 
with the commentary~of Porphyry,; were trans- 
lated and illustrated by the ‘indefatigable pen: of 
the Roman senator. And he alone was esteemed, 
es of. destzibing the wonders of art, a sun- 


pai el ee isd 3 ‘ 
ge Bibliothece comptes ¢ ebore ac viteo parietes, ee: (Consol. Phil. 
1. i. pros, v. p. 74.)- The ‘Epistles,of Ennodius (vi. 6. vii. 13. viii. 1. 


‘31, 37. 40.) dnd Cassiodorius (Var. i. 39. iv. 6. ix. 21.) afford many 


proofs of the high reputation which he enjoyed in bis own times. 
It is truc, that the bishop, of Pavi 1a wanted to. purchase of him an 
old house at Milani, and Praise = be sed ~ accepted in 
part of payment. . 


. 
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dial, a water-clock, or a sphere which represented 
the motions of the planets. From these abstruse 
speculations, Boethius stooped, or, to speak more 
truly, he rose to the social duties of public and pri- 
vate life: the indigent were:relieved by his liberali- 
ty; and his eloquence, which. flattery might com- 
pare to the voice of Demosthenes or Cicero, was 
uniformly exerted, in the cause of innocence and hu- 
manity. Such conspicuous merit was zelt and re- 
warded. by a discerning prince ;. the dignity of Boc- 
‘thius was adorned with ‘the titlés of consul and 
patrician, and his talents were usefully employed in 
the important station of master of the offices. Not- 
withstanding the equal. claims of the East and 
West, his two sons were ereated, in their tender 
youth, the consuls of the same-year®. On the me- 
morable day of their inauguration, they proceeded 
in solemn pomp from théir palace to the forum, 
amidst the applause of the senate and people; and 
their joyful father, the true consul of Rome, after 
pronouncing an oration in the praise of his royal 
benefactor, distributed a triumphal largess in the 
games of the circus.. Prosperous in his fame and 
fortunes, in his public honours and private alliances, 
in the cultivation of science and. the consciousness 
of virtue, Boethius might have been styled happy, 
if that precarious epithet could be safely applicd 
before the last term of the life of man. 

93 Pagi, Muratori, &&c. are agreéd that Boethius himself was con- 
sul in the year 510, his two sons in 522, and in 487, perhaps, his 
father. A desire of ascribing the last of these consulships to the 
philosopher, hall perplexed the chronology of his life. In his ho- 
nours, alliances, children, he celebrates his own felicity—his past 
felicity (p. 109, 110.). ; 


45 
CHAP. 
AXALX. 
Se i Gd 


46 


CHAP. 
XXXIX. . 
ern / 
His patri- 


Otisin. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


. A philosopher, liberal of his wealth and parsi- 
‘monious of his time, might be .insensible to the 
common allurements of ambition, the thirst of 


gold and employment. And some credit mdy be 


due to the asseveration of Boethius, that he had 


reluctantly obeyed the divine. Plato, who enjoins 


every yirtuous.citizen to rescue. the state from the 
usurpation of vice and ignorance. -For the: inte- 
grity of his public.conduct he ‘appeals to the me- _ 
mory of-hiscountry. His authority had restrained - 
the pride and oppression of the royal officers, and 
his eloquence had’ delivered Paulianus from the 
dogs of the palace. He had always pitied, and 
often relieved, the distress of the provincials, 
whose fortunes were exhausted _by public and pri- . 
vate rapine; and Boethius. alone had courage to 
oppose the tyranny of the Barbarians, elated by 
conquest, excited by avarice,.and, as he complains, 
encouraged by impunity. . In these honourable 


contests, his spirit soared above the consideration 


of danger, and perhaps of prudence; and we may 
learn from the example.:of Cato, that a character 
of pure and inflexible virtue is the most apt'to be 
misled by prejudice, to be. heated . by enthusiasm, 
end to confound. private: enmities with public © 
justice. The disciple of Plato might exagge- 
rate the infirmities of nature, and the imper- 
fections of society; and the mildest form of a - 


‘Gothic’ “kingdoni, even the Weight of allegi- 
‘ance and gratitude, . iniust be insupportable to 
the free spirit of a. Roman patriot.. But the fa- 
-vour and fidelity of Boethius’ declined i in just pro- 


‘portion with the ‘public’ happiness ; : and an ule 
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worthy colleague was imposed, to divide and con- 
troul the power of the mastcr of the offices. In the 
last gloomy season of Theodoric, he indignantly felt 
that’ he was a slave; but as his master had only 
power over his life, he stood without arms and with- 
out fear against the face‘of an angry Barbarian, who 
had been provoked to believe that the safety of the 
senate was incompatible with hisown. The sena- 
tor Albinus was accused and already convicted on 
the presumption of hoping, as it was said, the li- 
berty of Rome. “ If Albinus be criminal,” ex- 
claimed the orator, “ the senate and myself are all 
“ guilty of the same crime. If we are innocent, 
« A lbinus is equally entitled to the protection of the 
« laws.” These laws might not have punished the 
simple and barren wish of an unattainable blessing; 
‘but they would have shewn less indulgence to the 
rash confession of Boethius, that, had he known of 
a conspiracy, the tyrant never should”. The ad- 
vocate of Albinus was soon involved in the dan- 
ger and perhaps the guilt of his client; their sig- 
nature (which they denied as a forgery) was at- 
fixed to the original address, inviting the emperor 
to deliver Italy from the Goths; and three wit- 
nesses of honourable rank, perhaps of infamous 
reputation, attested the treasonable designs of the 


94 Si ego scissem tu nescisses. Boethius adopts this answer (I. 1. 
pros. 4. p. 53.) of Julius Canus, whase philosophic death is <de- 
scribed by Seneca (De Tranquillitate Animi, c. 14-). 

95 The characters of his two delators, Basilius (Var. 1. 10, 11. 
iv, 22.) and Opilio (v. 41. viii. 16.), are illustrated, not much to 
their honour, in the, Epistles of Cassiodorius, which likewise men- 
tion Decoratus (v. 31.), the worthless colleague of Bocthius (1. ail. 
pros. 4. p, 193.). 
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one Roman patrician®. Yet his innocence must be 
\w—~ presumed, since he was deprived by Theodoric of the 
means of justification, and rigorously confined in the 
tower of Pavia, while the senate, at the distance of 
five hundred miles, pronounced a sentence of confis- 
cation and death against the most illustrious of its 
members. At the command of the Barbarians, the 
occult science of a philosopher was satigmatized with 
the names of sacrilege and magic™. A devout and 
dutiful attachment to the senate was condemned as 
criminal by the trembling voices of the senators 
themselves; and their ingratitude deserved the 
wish or prediction of Boethius, that, after him, 
none should be found guilty of the same offence’. 
His impri | While Boethius, oppressed with fetters, expected 
and death, €@¢h moment the sentence or the stroke of death, he 
A.D. 524. composed in the tower of Payia the Consolation of 
Philosophy; a golden volume not unworthy of the 
leisure of Plato or Tully, but which claims incom- 
parablemerit from the barbarism of the times and the 
situation of theauthor. The celestial guide, whomhe 
had so long invoked at Rome and Athens, now con- 
descended to illumine his dungeon, to revive his cou. 
rage, and to pour into his wounds het t salutary balm. 


96 A severe inquiry was institated into the crime of magic (Var. iv 
"22,23. 1x. 18.): and it was belicved that many necromancers hac 
escaped by making their- gtolers ~~ for mad, I. should reac 
drunk. 

7 Boethios. had aha eal hinvowir peas (p. 53. , perhap: 
more interesting than his Consolatign.; Wemust be content witl 
the general view of his honours, principles, persecution, &c. (1. i 
pros. iv. p. 42—62.), which may-be compared with the short an 
weighty words of the Valesian Fragment (p.'723. ). An anonymou 
writer (Sinner, Catalog. MSS. Bibliot. Bern. tow. i. p. 287.) charge 
him home with honourable and patriotic treason. 
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She taught him to compare his long prosperity Cnap. 


and his recent distress, and to conceive new hopes 
from the inconstancy -of fortune. MReason had 
informed him of the precarious condition of her 
gifts; experience had satisfied him of theirreal value; 
he had enjoyed them without guilt ; he might re- 
sion them without a sigh, and calmly disdain the 
impotent malice of his enemics, who had left him 
happiness, since they had left him virtue. I*rom 
the earth, Bocthius ascended to heaven in search 
of the sUPREME Goon; explored the metaphy- 
sical labyrinth of chance and destiny, of prescience 
and free-will, of time and eternity ; and generously 
attempted to reconcile the perfect attributes of the 
Deity with the apparent disorders of Ins moral 
and physical government. Such topics of con- 
solation, so obvious, so vague, or so abstruse, are 
ineffectual to subdue the feclings of human nature. 
Yet the scnse of misfortune may be diverted by 
the labour of thought; and the sage who could 
artfully combine in the same work the various 
riches of philosophy, poetry, and eloquence, must 
already have possessed the intrepid calmness which 
he affected to seek. Suspense, the worst of evils, 
was at length determined by the ministers of 
death, who executed, and perhaps exceeded, the 
inhuman mandate of Theodoric. A strong cord 
was fastened round the head of Boethius, and 
forcibly tightened, till his eyes almost started 
from their sockets; and some’ mercy may be dis- 
covered in the milder torture of beating him with 
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clubs till he expired ®. But his genius survived 
to diffuse a ray of knowledge over the darkest 
ages of the Latin world; the writings of the 
philosopher were translated by the most glorious 
of the English kiags™, and the third emperor of 
the name of Otho removed to a more honourable 
tomb the bones of a Catholic saint, who, from 
his Arian persecutors, had acquired the honours 
of martyrdom, and the fame of miracles*”. In 
the last hours of Boethius, he derived some com- 
fort from the safety of his two sons, of his wife, 
and of his father-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. 
But the grief of Symmachus was indiscreet, and 
perhaps disrespectful: he had presumed to lament, 
he might dare to revenge, the death of an injured 
friend. He was dragged in chains from Rome to 
the palace of Ravenna; and the suspicions of 


98 He was executed in Agro Calventiano (Calvenzano, between 
Marignano and Pavia), Anonym. Vales. p. 723. by order of Euse- 
bius count of Ticinum or Pavia. The place of his confinement 
is styled the daptistery, an edifice and. name peculiar to cathedrals. 
It is claimed by the perpetual tradition of the church of Pavia. 
The tower of Boethius subsisted till the year 1584, and the 
draught is yet preserved (Tiraboschi, tom. iii. p. 47, 48.). , 

99 See the Biographia Britannica, ALFRED, tom. i. p. 80. 2d 
edition. The work is still more honourable if performed under the 
learned eye of Alfred by his fareign and domestic doctors. For 
the reputation of Boethius in the middle ages, consult Brucker 
(Hist. Crit. Philosoph. toi. iii. p. 565, 566.). 

100 The inscription on his new tomb was composed by the pre- 
ceptor of Otho the third, the leqrned pope Silvester II. who, like 
Boethius himself, was styled a. magician by the ignorance of the 
times. The Catholic martyr had carried his head in his hands a 
considerable way (Baronius, A. D. 526, No. 17, 18.); yet on a 
similar tale, a lady of my acquaintance once observed, “ La dis- 
tance n’y fait rien; il n’y a que le premier pas qui coute.” 
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Theodoric could only be appeased by the blood of cHap. 


an innocent and aged senator *° sees 
/ 
Humanity will be disposed to encourage any Remorse 


d deatl 
report which testifies the jurisdiction of conscience oy Theo. 


and the remorse of kings; and ‘philosophy is not 4" Fy sit 
ignorant that the most horrid spectres are some- eee 30. 
times created by the powers of a disordcred fancy, 
and the weakness of a distempered body. After 
a life of virtue and glory, Theodoric was now 
descending with shame and guilt into the grave: 
his mind was humbled by the contrast of the past, 
and justly alarmed by the invisible terrors of 
futurity. One evening, as it is related, when the 
head of a large fish was served on the royal table *”, 

he suddenly exclaimed that he beheld the angry 
countenance of Symmachus, his eyes glaring fury 
and revenge, and his mouth armed with long 
sharp teeth, which threatened to devour him. 
The monarch instantly retired to his chamber, and, 
as he lay, trembling with aguish cold, under a 
weight of bed-clothes, he expressed in broken 
murmurs to his physician Elpidius, his deep 
repentance for the murders of Boethius and Sym- 


101 Boethius applauds the virtues of his father-in-law (1. i. pros. 
4. p. 59. 1. ii. pros. 4. p.118.). Procopius (Goth. Li. c. i), the 
Valesian Fraginent (p.724.), and the Historia Miscella (1. xv. p. 
105.), agree in praising the superior innocence or sanctity of Sym- 
machus; and in the estimation of the legend, the guilt of his 
murder is equal to the imprisonment of a pope. 
102 In the fanciful eloquence of Cassiodorius the variety of sea ° 
and river fish are an cvidence of extensive. "dominion ; and those of 
_ the Rhine, of Sicily, and of the Danube, were served on the table of 
Theodorie (Var. xii. 14.) The monstrous turbot of Domitian (Ju- 
. veal. Satir. ili, 39.) had been caught on the chores of the Adriatic. 
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machus*”, His malady increased, and after a 
dysentery which continued three days, he expired 
in the palace of Ravenna, in the thirty-third, 
or, if we compute from the invasion of Italy, in 
the thirty-seventh year of his reign. Conscious 
of his approaching end, he divided his treasures 
and provinces between his two grandsons, and fixed 
the Rhone as their common boundary ™. Amalaric 
was restored to the throne of Spain. Italy, with 
all the conquests of the Ostrogoths, was bequeathed 
to Athalaric; whose age did not exceed ten years, 
but who was cherished as the last male offspring of 
the line of Amali, by the short-lived marriage of 
his mother Amalasuntha with a royal fugitive of 
the same blood“. In the presence of the dying 
monarch, the Gothic chiefs and Italian magis- 
trates mutually engaged their faith and loyalty 
to the young prince, and to his guardian mother ; 
and received in the same awful moment, his last 
salutary advice, to maintain the laws, to love the 
senate and people of Rome, and to cultivate 
with decent reverence the friendship of the em- 


103 Procopius, Goth. |. i.¢.1. But he might have informed 
us, whether he had received this curious anccdote from common 
report, or from the mouth of the royal physician. 

106 Procopius, Goth. |. i.c. 1, 2.12, 13. This partition had 
been directed by Theodoric,: though it was not executed till after 
his death. Regni hereditatem superstes reliquit (Isidor. Chron. p. 
721. edit. Grot.). 

105 Berimund, the third in descent from Hermanric, king of the 
Ostrogoths, had retired into Spain, where he lived and died in ob- 
scurity (Jornandes, c. 33. p, 202. edit. Muratori.). See the discovery, 
nuptials, and death of his grandson Eutharic (c. 58. p. 220.). 
iis Roman games might render him popular (Cassiodor. in Chron.), 


_ but Eutharic was.asper in religione (Anonym. Vales. p. 722, 723.).. 
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peror’. The monument of 'Theodoric was ercet- 
cd, by bis daughter Amalasuntha, in a conspi- 
cuous situation, which commanded the city of 
Ravenna, the harbour, and the adjacent coast. 
A chapel of a circular form, thirty feet in 
diameter, 1s crowned by a dome of one cntire 
piece of granite: from the centre of the dome, 
four columns arose, which supported, in a vase 
of porphyry, the remains of the Gothic king, 
surrounded by the brazen statues of the twelve 
apostles", His spirit, after some previous ¢x- 
plation, might have becn permitted to mingle 
with the benefactors of mankind, if an Itahan 
hermit had not been witness in a vision to the 
damnation of Theodoric"’, whose soul was 
plunged, by the ministers of divme vengeance, 
into the vulcano of Lipari, one of the flaming 


mouths of the infernal world’. 


106 See the counsels of Theodoric, and whe picle sins of lis ene- 
cessor, In Procopius (Goth. Lic. J, %.), Jornandes (e. 59. p. 220, 
221.), and Cassiodorius (War. vin. 1—7.). These epistles are the 
triumph of his ministenal cloquence. . 

107 Anonym. Vales. p. 724. Agnellus de Vitis. Pont. Raven. in 
Muratori Script. Rerun) Ital. tom. ii. P. i. p. 67. Alberti D+«erit- 
tione (Italia, p. 311. 

108 "his legend is related by Gregory I. (Dialog. iv. 36.), and 
opproved by Baronius (A. 1). 526. Ne. 28.); and both the pope and 
cadinal are grave doctors, sufficient to establish a probable opinion. 

109 "Theodoric himself, or rather Cassiodorius, had desertbed in 
trazic strains the vulcanos of Lipari (Cluver. Sicilia, p. 406—410.), 
and Vesuvius (iv. 50.). 
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CHAP. XL. 


Elevation of Justin the Elder. Reign of Justi- 
nian—I. The Empress Theodora.—\l. Fac- 
tions of the Circus, and Sedition of Constan- 
tinople.—IIl. Trade and Manufacture of Sith. 
—IV. Finances and Tazes.—V. Edifices of 
Justinian._——Church of St. Sophia. For- 
tifications and Frontiers of the Eastern Empire. 

Abolition of the Schools of Athens, and 


the Consulship of Rome. 


THE emperor Justinian was born’ near the ruins 
of Sardica (the modern Sophia), of an obscure 
race*® of Barbarians*, the inhabitants of a wild 
and desolate country, to which the names of 
Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have been 
successively applied. His elevation was prepared 
by the adventurous spirit of his uncle Justin, 
who; with two other peasants of the same 
village, deserted, for the profession of arms, the 
more useful employment of husbandmen or shep- 


1 There is some difficylty in the date of his birth (Ludewig in Vir. 
Justiniani, p. 125.) ; none in the place—the district Bederiana—the 
village Tauresium, which he afterwards decorated with his name 
and splendour (D’Anville, Hist. de Acad. &c. tom. xxxi. p. 287 


_ —298.). 


2 The names of these Dardanian peasants are Gothic, and almost 


| English: Justinian is a translation of uprauda (upright); his father 


Sabatius (in Greeco-barbarous language stipes) was styled in his vil- 


~ lage Istock (Stock); his mother Bigleniza was softened into Vigilantia. 


4 Ludewig (p. 127—135.) attempts to justify the Anician name 
ef Justinian and Theodora, and to connect them with a family 
from which the house of Austria has been deriyed. 
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herds *. On foot, with a scanty provision of 
biscuit. in their knapsacks, the three youths fol- 
lowed the high road of Constantinople, and were 
soon enrolled, for their strength and stature, 
among the guards of the emperor Leo. Under 
the two succeeding reigns, the fortunate pea- 
sant emerged to wealth and honours; and his 
escape from some dangers which threatened his 
life was afterwards ascribed to the guardian 
angel who watches over the fate of kings. His 
long and laudable service in the Isaurian and 
Persian wars would not have preserved from 
‘ oblivion the name of Justin; yet they might 
warrant the military promotion, which in the 
_gourse of fifty years he gradually obtained; the 
rank of tribune, of count, and of general, the 
dignity of scnator, and the command of the 
guards, who obeyed him as their chief, at the 
important crisis when the emperor Anastasius 
was removed from the world. The powerful 
kinsmen whom he had raised and enriched were 
excluded from the throne; and the eunuch 
Amantius, who reigned in the palace, had 
secretly resolved to fix the diadem on the head 
of the most obsequious of his creatures. A lhi- 
beral donative, to conciliate the suffrage of the 
guards, was entrusted for that purpose in the 
hands of their commander. But these weighty 
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arguments were treacherously employed by Justin | 


4 See the Anecdotes of Procopius (c. 6.) with the notes of N. Ale- 
inannus. The satirist would not have sunk, in the vague and decent 
appellation of yawgyos, the Bouxeacs and evgos6o¢ of Zonaras. Yet 
why are those names disgraceful?—and what German baron would 
not be proud to descend from the Eumzus of the Odyssey? 
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and reign 
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A.D. 518, 


July 10. ; 


A. D. 527, 


April 1—- 


or Au. 1, 
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in his own. favour; and as no competitor pre- 
sumed to appear, the Dacian peasant was in- 
vested with the purple, by the unanimous con- 
scnt of the soldiers who knew him to be brave 
and gentle, of the clergy and people wlio be- 
lieved him to be orthodox, and of the provin- 
cials who yielded a blind and implicit sub- 
mission to the will of the capital. ‘The elder 
Justin, as he is distinguished from ancther em- 
peror of the same family and name, ascended 
the Byzantine throne at the age of sixty- 
eight years: and, had he been left to his own 
guidance, every moment of a nine years reign 
inust have exposed to his subjects the impropriety 
of thcir choice. His ignorance was similar te 
that of Theodoric; and it is remarkable, that in 
an age not destitute of Icarning, two contem- 
porary monarclis had never been instructed in 
the knowledge of the alphabet. But the genius 
cf’ Justin was far inferior to that of the Gothic 
king: the expericnce of a soldier had not quali- 
ficd him for the government of an empire; and, 
thevgh personally brave, the consciousness of his 
own weakness was naturally attended with doubt, 
distrust, and political apprehension. But thie of- 
ficial business of the state was diligently and faith- 
fully transacted by the quastor Proclus’; and the 
aged emperor adopted the talents and ambition 
of his nephew Justinian, an aspiring youth, whom 
his unele had drawn from the rustic solitude of 


5 ITis virtues are praised by Procepius (Persic. ].1.¢.11.). The 
yuegtor Proclus was the friend of Justinian, and the enemy of 
every other adoption. 


\ 


; - OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Dacia, and educated -at Constantinople, ss tie 
heir of his private fortune, and at length of the 
Kastern empire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been de- 
frauded of his moncy, it became necessary to 
deprive him of his life. The task was casily 
accomplished by the charge of a real or fictitious 
conspiracy; and the judges were informed, as 
an accumulation of guilt, that he wes sceretly 
addicted to the Manichexan heresy®. Amantius 
lost his head; three of his companions, the first 
domestics of the palace, were punished either 
with death or exile; and their unfortunate candi- 
date for the purple was cast into a deep dungeon, 
pverwhelmed with stones, and ignominiously 
thrown, without burial, into the sca. The ruin 
vf Vitalian was a work of more difficulty and 
danger. That Gothie chief had rendered him- 
self popular by the civil war which he boldly 
waged against Anastasius for the defence of the 
orthodox faith, and after the conclusion cf an 
advantageous treaty, he still remaincd in the 
neighbourhood of Constantinople at the head of 
a formidable and victorious army of Barbzrians. 
By the fraik security of oaths, he was tempted to 
relinquish this advantageous situation, and to 
trust his person within the walls of a city, whose 
inhabitants, particularly the Ulue faction, were 
artfully ineensed against hin by the remein- 


6 Manichaan signifie> Eutychian. Ueur the furious acclamations 
of Constautinople and Tyre, the former no more than six days after 
the decease of Anastasius. They produced, the latter applauded, tre 
cunuch’s death (Baronius, A.D. 418. P. ii. Noe. 15. Fleury, Hist. 


" Siccles. tom. vii. p- 200. 205. from the Councils, tom. v. p. 182. 207.). 
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brance even of his pious hostilities. The em- 
peror and his nephew embraced him as the 
faithful and worthy champion of the church and 
state; and gratefully adorned their favourite 
with the titles of consul and general ; but in the 
seventh month of his consulship, Vitalian was 
stabbed with seventeen wounds at the royal ban- 
quet’; and Justinian, who inherited the spoil, 
was accused as the assassin of a spiritual brother, 
to whom he had recently pledged his faith in 
the participation of the Christian mysteries". 
After the fall of his rival, he was promoted, 
without any claim of military service, to the 
office of master-general of the Eastern armies, 
whom it was his duty to lead into the field - 
against the public enemy. But, in the pursuit 
of fame, Justinian might have lost his present 
dominion over the age and weakness of his uncle; 
and, instead of acquiring by Scythian or TPer- 
sian trophies the applause of his countrymen’, 
the prudent warrior solicited their favour in the 
churches, the circus, and the senate, of Constan- 
tinople. The Catholics were attached to the ne- 


7 His power, character, and intentions, are perfectly explained by 
the count de Buat (tom. ix. p. 54—81.). He was great-grandson of 
Aspar, hereditary prince in the Lesser Scythia, and count of the Go- 
thic faderati of Thrace. The Bessi, whom he could influence, 
are the minor Goths of Jornandes (c. 51.). 

8 Justiniani patricii factione dicitur interfectus fuisse (Victor 
Tununensis, Chron. in Thesaur. Temp. Scaliger, P. ii. p. 7.). 
Procopius (Anecdot. c. 7.) styles him a tyrant, but acknowledges 


the a8eagoris:z, which is well explained by Alemannus. 


9 In his earliest youth (plane adolescens) he had passed some 
time as an hostage with Theodoric. For this curious fact, Ale- 
mannus (ad Procop. Anecdot. c. 9. p. 34. of the first edition) 
quotes a MS. history of Justinian, by his preceptor Theophilus. 
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phew of Justin, who, between the Nestorian and CHP. 
Eutychian heresies, trod the narrow path of in- Gv-w 
flexible and intolerant orthodoxy’. In the first 
days of the new reign, he prompted and gratificd 
the popular enthusiasm against the memory of the 
deceased emperor. After a schism of thirty-four 
years, he reconciled the proud and angry spirit 
of the Roman pontiff, and spread among the 
Latins a favourable report of his pious respect 
for the apostolic see. The thrones of the East 
were filled with Catholic bishops devoted to his 
interest, the clergy and the monks were gained 
by his liberality, and the people were taught to 
pray for their future sovereign, the hope and 
-pillar of the true religion. ‘The magnificence of 
Justinian was displayed in the superior pomp of 
his public spectacles, an object not less sacred 
and important in the eyes of the multitude than 
the creed of Nice or Chaleedon: the expence 
of his consulship was esteemed at two hundred 
and eighty-eight thousand pieces of gold; twenty 
lions, atid thirty leopards, were produced at the 
same time in the amphitheatre, and a numerous 
train of horses, with their nch trappings, was 
bestowed as an extraordinary gift on the victo- 
rious charioteers of the circus. While he in- 
dulged the people of Constantinople, and re- 
ceived the addresses of foreign kings, the nephew 
of Justin assiduously cultivated the friendship of 
the senate. That venerable name scemed - to 


10 The ecclesiastical history of Justinian will be shewn hereafter. 
see Baronius, A. D. 518—521. and the copious article Justinia:us 
im ite index to ihe viith volume ef Lis Annals. 
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CHAP. qualify its members to declare the sense of the 


nation, and to regulate the succession of the 
Imperial throne: the fcecble Anastasius had per- — 
mitted the vigour of government to degenefate 
into the form or-substance of an aristocracy ; 
and the military officers who had obtained the 
senatorial rank, were followed by their domestic 
guards, a band of veterans, whose arms or accla- 
mations’ might fix in a tumultuous moment the 
diadem of the East. ‘The treasures of the state 
were lavished to procure the voices of the sena- 
tors, and their unanimous wish, that he would 
be pleased to adopt Justinian for his colleague, 
was communicated to the emperor. But this 
request, which too clearly admonished him of his. 
approaching end, was unwelcome to the jealous 
temper of an aged monarch, desirous to retain 
the power which he was incapable of excrcising ; 
and Justin, holding his purple with both his 
hinds, adviscd them to prefer, since an election 
was so profitable, some older candidate. Not- 
withstanding this reproach, the senate proceeded 
to decorate Justinian with the royal epithet of 
nobilissinius ; and their decree was ratified by the 
affection or the fears of his uncle. After some 
time the languor of mind and body, to which 
he was reduced by an incurable wound in_ his 
thigh, indispensably required the aid of a guar- 
dian: He summoned the patriarch and sena- 
tors; and in their presence solemnly placed the 
diadem on.the head of his nephew, who was 


- conducted: from the palace to the circus, and 


saluted by the loud and joyful applause of the 
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people. The life of Justin was prolonged about car. 
four months, but from the instant of this ceremony, , >" 
he was considered as dead to the empire, which 
acknowledged Justinian, in the forty-fifth year of 

his age, for the lawful sovereign of the East”. 


Frem his elevation to his death, Justinian The rei-n 


governed the Roman empire thirty-eight years, °, a 7 


seven months, and thirteen days. ‘The events of “°7 4pm 
his reign, which excite our curious attention by ‘Gs, Nowe 
their number, variety, and importance, are dili- em 
gently related by the secretary of DBelisarius, a 
rhetorician, whom eloquence had promoted to the 

rank of senator and prefect of Constantinople. 
According to the vicissitudes of courage or ser- 
4vitude, of favour or disgrace, Procopius” succes- Character 
sively composed the history, the pancgyric, and 3. opr 


ries of Pro- 
the satire of his own times. The cight books of ‘''™- 
the Persian, Vandalic, and Gothic wars", which 


11 The reign of the elder Justin may be found in the ice 
Chronicles of Marcellinus, Victor, and John Malala (tom. 1. 
p- 130—150.), the last of whom (in spite of Hody, Prolegom. 
Noe, 14. 39. edit. Oxon.) lived soon after Justinian (Jortin’s Re- 
marks, 8c. vol. iv. p. 383.) : in the Ecclesiastical History of Evagrius 
(I. iv. c. 1,2, 3. 9.), and the Excerpta of Theadorus Lector (N°. 37.), 
and in Cedrenus (p. 362—306.) and Zonaras (1. xiv. p. 55—61.), 
who may pass for an original. 

12 See the characters of Procopius and Agathias in La Mothe le 
Vayer (tom. viil. p. 144—174.), Vossius (de Ilistoricis Gracis, |. i. 
c. 22.), and Fabricius (Bibliot. Grace. 1. v. c. 5. tom. vi. p. 248— 
¢78.). Their teligion, an honourable problem, betrays occasional 
conformity, with a secret attachment to Paganism and Philosophy. 

13 In the seven first books, two Persie, two Vandalic, and three 
Gothic, Procopius has borrowed from Appian the division of pro- 
vinees and wars: the viiith book, though it bears the name or 
Gothic, is a miscellaneous and general supplement down to the 
spring of the year 553, from whence it is continued by Apathias 
till 559 (Pagi, Critica, A. D. 579. N°. 5-). 
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CHAP. are continued in the five books of Agathias, de- 
See serve our esteem as a laborious and successful , 
| imitation of the Attic, or at least of the Asiatic’ 
writers of ancient Greece. His facts are collected 
from the personal ¢xperience and free conversation 
of a soldier, a statesman, and a traveller; his style 
continually aspires, and often attains, to the merit 
of strength and elegance; his reflections, more 
especially in the speeches, which he too frequently 
inserts, contain a rich fund of political knowledge ; 
and the historian, excited by the generous ambition 
of pleasing and instructing posterity, appears to 
disdain the prejudices of the people, and the flattery 
of courts. The writings of Procopius* were read 
and applauded by his contemporaries”; but, al- 
though he respectfully laid them at the foot of the 
throne, the pride of Justinian must have been 


14 The literary fate of Procopius has been somewhat unlucky. 
1.“His books de Bello Gothico were stolen by Leonard Aretin, and 
published (Fulginii, 1470. Venet. 1471. apud Janson. Mattaire, 
Annal. Typograph. tom. i. edit. posterior, p. 290. 304. 279. 299.) 
in his own name (See Vossius de Hist. Lat. ]. iii. ¢. 5. and the 
feeble defence of the Venice Giornale de Letterati, tom. xix. p. 207.). 
2. His works were mutilated by the first Latin translators, Chris- 
topher Persona (Giornale, tom. xix. p. 340—348.) and Raphael de 
Volaterra (Huet, de Claris Interpretibus,' p. 166.) who did not 
even consult the MS. of the Vatican library, of which they were 
prefects (Aleman. in’ Prefat. Anecdot.). 3. The Greek text was 
not printed till 1607, by Hoescheliys of Augsburg (Dictionnaire de 
Bayle, tom. ii. p. 782.). 4. The Paris edition was imperfectly 
executed by Claude Maltret, a Jesuit of Thoulouse (in 1663), far 
distant from the Louvre press and the Vatican MS., from which, 
however, he obtained some supplements. His promised commen- 
taries, 8cc. have never appeared. The Agathias of Leyden (1594) 
has been wisely reprinted ‘by. the Paris editor, with the Latin version 
of Bonaventura Vulcanius, a learned interpreter (Fluet, p. 176.). 

15 Agathias in Preefat. p. 7; 8. 1. iv. p. 137. Evagrius, |. iv. c. 12. 
See likewise Photius, cod. Iniii. p. 69. | 
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wounded by the praise of an hero, who perpetually 
eclipses the glory of his inactive sovereign. The 

onscious dignity of independence was subdued by 
rehopes and fears of a slave; and the secretary 
of Belisarius laboured for pardon and reward in 
the six books of the Imperial edifices. He had 
dextrously chosen a subject of apparent splendour, 
in which he could loudly celebrate the genius, the 
magnificence, and the piety of a prince, who, both 
as a conqueror and legislator, had surpassed the 
puerile virtues of Themistocles and Cyrus”. Dis- 
appointment might urge the flatterer to secret 
revenge; and the first glance of favour might again 
tempt him to suspend and suppress a libel”, in 
prhich the Roman Cyrus is degraded into an odious 
and contemptible tyrant, in which both the em- 
peror and his consort Theodora are seriously repre- 
sented as two demons, who had assumed an human 
form for the destruction of mankind™. Such base 
inconsistency must doubtless sully the reputation, 


16 Kycev woufsse (says he, Prefat. ad 1. de Edificiis wap: xricuatwy) 
is no more than Kupou wassa—a pun! In these five books, Procopius 
affects a Christian as well as a courtly style. 

17 Procopius discloses himself (Prafat. ad Ancedot. c. 1, 2. 5.), 
and the anecdotes are reckoned as the ixth book bySuidas (tom. iii. 
p. 186. edit. Kuster). ‘The silence of Evagrius is a poor objection. 
Baronius (A. D. 548, N°. 24.) regrets the loss of this secrct history : 
it was then in the Vatican library, in his own custody, and was first 
published sixteen years after his death, with the learned, but partial, 
notes of Nicholas Alemannus (Lugd. 1623.). 

18 Justinian an ass—the perfect likeness of Domitian—Anecdot. 
c. 8.—-Theodora’s lovers driven from her bed by rival demons— 
her marriage foretold with a great demon—a monk saw the prince 
of the demons, instead of Justinian, on the throne—the servants 
who watched beheld a face without features, a body walking with- 

_ outa head, &c. &c. Procopius declares his own and his fiends 
_ belief'in these diabolical stories (¢. 12.). 
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and detract from the ercdit, of Procopius: yet, after 
the venom of his malignity has been suffered, to | 
exhale, the residue of the anecdotes, even the most’ 
disgraceful facts, some of which had been tenderly 

hinted in his public history, are established by 

their internal evidence, or the authentic monu- 

ments of the times’. From these various matc- 

rials, I shall now proceed to describe the reign of 
Justinian, which will deserve and occupy an ample 

space. ‘The present chapter will explain the cle- 

vation and character of Theodora, the factions of 
the circus, and the peaceful administration of the 

sovereign of the East. In the three succeeding 

chapters, I shall relate the wars of Justinian which 

atchieved the conquest of Africa and Italy; and I 

shall follow the victories of Belisarius and Narses, 

without disguising the vanity of their triumphs, or 

the hostile virtue of the Persian and Gothic heroes. 

The series of this and the following volume will 

efnbrace the jurisprudence and theology of the 

emperor; the controversies and sects which still 

divide the Oriental church; the reformation of the 

Roman law, which is obeyed or ees by the 

nations of modern Europe. 

I. In the exercise of supreme power, the first 
act of Justinian was to divide it with the woman 
whom he loved, the famous Theodora”, whose- 


19 Montesquicu (Considerations sur la Grandeur et la Decadence 
des Romains, c. xx.) gives credit to these anecdotes, as connected, 
1.. with the weakness of the empire, and, 2. with the instability of 
Justinian’s laws.. 

" 20 For the life and manners of the empress. Theodaga, see the 
Anecdotes; more especially c. 1—5. 9, 10—f5, 16, 17. with the 
learned notes of Alemannus—a reference which is always implied. — 
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strange elevation cannot be applauded as the CHAP, 


triymph of female virtue. Under the reign of 
Anastasius, the care of the wild beasts maintained 
by the green faction at Constantinople, was en- 
trusted to Acacius, a native of the isle of Cyprus, 
who, from his employment, was surnamed the mas- 
ter of the bears. ‘This honourable office was given 
after his death to another candidate, notwithstand- 
ing the diligence of his widow, who had already 
provided a husband and asuccessor. Acacius had 
left three daughters, Comito”, THropora, and 
Anastasia, the eldest of whom did not then exeeed 
the age of seven years. Ona solemn festival, these 
helpless orphans were sent by their distressed and 
indignant mother, in the garb of suppliants, into 
the midst of the theatre: the green faction re- 
ceived them with contempt, the blucs with com- 
passion; and this difference, which sunk decp into 
the mind of Theodora, was felt long afterwards 
in the administration of the empire.“ As they 1 im- 
proved in age and beauty, the three sisters were 
successively devoted to the public and private 
pleasures of the Byzantine pcople; and Theodora, 
after following Comito on the stage, in the dress 
of a slave, with a stool on her head, was at length 
permitted to excreise her independent talents. 
She neither danced, nor sung, nor played on the 
flute ; her skill was confined to the pantomime arts ; 
slic excclled in buffoon characters, and as often as 


£1 Comito was afterwards married to Sittas duke of Arme- 


nia, the father, perhaps, at least she might be the mother, of the 


enipress Sophia. Two nephews of Thesdlor uray be the son- 
ol Anastasia (Aleman. p. 30, 51.) 
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CHAP. the comedian swelled her cheeks, and complained 
\e~w/ with a ridiculous tone and gesture of the blows 
that were inflicted, the whole theatre of Constanti- 
nople resounded with laughter and applause. ~ The 
beauty of ‘Theodora was the subject. of more 
flattering praise, and the source of more exquisite 
delight. Her features were delicate and regular ; 
her complexion, though somewhat pale, was tinged 
with a natural colour; evcry sensation was in- 
stantly expressed by the vivacity of her eyes; her 
casy motions displayed the graces of a small but 
elegant figure ; and cither love or adulation might 
proclaim, that painting and poetry were incapable 
of delincating the matchless excellence of her 
form. But this form was degraded by the facility 
with which it was exposed to the public cye, and 
prostituted to licentious desire. Her venal charms 
were abandoncd to a promiscuous crowd of citizens 
and strangers, of every rank, and of every pro- 
‘fession : the fortunate lover who had been promised 
a night of cnjoyinent, was often driven from her 
bed by a stronger or more wealthy favourite; and 
when she passcd through the streets, her presence 
was avoided by all who wished to escape cither 
the scandal or the temptation. The satirical his- 
torian has not blushed” to describe the naked 
scenes which Theodora was not ashamed to cxhibit 


#2 Her statue was raised at Constantinople, on a porphyry column. 
See Procopius (de Edif. oi. c. 11), who gives her portrait in 
the Anecdotes (¢. 10.). Aleman (p. 47.) praduces one from a 
Mosaic at Ravenna, loaded with pearls and jewels, and yet handsome. 

3A fragment of the Anecdotes (c. 9.) soinewhat too naked, was 
suppres.ed by .Alemannus, though extant in the Vatican MS.; nor 
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in the theatre*. After exhausting the arts of 
sensual pleasure”, she most ungratefully mur- 
inured against the parsimony of Nature*: but 
her murmurs, her pleasures, and her arts, must 
be veiled in the obscurity of a jearned language. 
After reigning for some time, the delight and 
contempt of the capital, she condescended to 
accompany Ecebolus, a native of Tyre, who had 
obtained the government of the African Penta- 
polis. But this union was frail and transient: 
Ecebolus soon rejected an expensive and faithless 
concubine; she was reduced at Alexandria to ex- 
treme distress; and in her laberious return to 
Constantinople, every city of the East admired 
and enjoyed the fair Cyprian, whose merit ap- 
peared to justify her descent from the peculiar 


has the defect been supplied in the Paris or Venice editions. La 
Mothe le Vayer (tom. viii. p. 15.) gave the first hint of this curious 
and genuine passage (Jortin’s Remarks, vol. iv. p. 366.), which he 


had received from Rome, and it has been since published in the’ 


Menagiana (tom. iii. p. 204—259.), with a Latin version. 

24 After the mention of a narrow girdle (as none could appear stark- 
naked in the theatre), Procopius thus proceeds : asamerrexvea re ev 
Ty eaher Uatia exeiro. O@nrag derwep ss. xpidag duty Srecbey tev cd.5- 
wy spfirtoy, ag be Ss. LVES, Ob EG TuTo Wazpecyevacmeves evTUyyavey TOE Somace 
ebsrde xara Micy averouevsr eseGsoy. T have heard that 2 learned prelate, 
now deceased, was fond of quoting this passage in conversation. 

#5 "Theodora surpassed the Crispa of Ausonius (Epigram Ixxi.), 
who imitated the capitalis luxus of the females of Nola. Sce Quin- 
tilian Institut. viii. 6. and Torrentius ad Lorat. Sermon. 1. i. sat. 2. 
v- 101. At a memorable supper, thirty slaves waited round the 
table ; ten young men feasted with Theodora. ler charity was 
universal, 

Et lassata viris, necduin satiata, recessil. 

26 Hs nde Tpiwy TOUAH MATA EpyaccuEMN EvEexaAES ™ Guce Sur forumery irs 
be BN KR TITT ES aury EUPUTEPOY » YUY EICK TpUMEN, CTU SuvaTy em zou exaiun 
epveviesou. She wished for a fourth altar, on which she might pour 
libations to the god of love. 
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island of Venus. The vague commerce of 'I'hco- 
dora, and the most detestable precautions, pre- 
served her from the danger which she feared; yct 
once, and once only, she became a mother. “The 
infant was saved and educated in Arabia, by his 
father, who imparted to him on his death-bed, 
that he was the son of an empress. Filled with 
ambitious hopes, the unsuspecting youth immce- 
diately hastencd to the palace of Constantinople, 
and was admitted to the presence of his mother. 
As he was never more seen, even after the deccase 
of Theodora, she deserves the foul imputation of 
extinguishing with lis life a secret so offensive to 
her Imperial virtue. 

In the most abject state of her fortune arid 
reputation, some vision, either of sleep, or of 
fancy, had whispered to Theodora the pleasing 
assurance that she was destined to become thic 


spouse of a potent monarch. Conscious of hez 


approaching greatness, she returned from Paphla- 
gonia to Constantinople; assumed, like a skilful 
actress, a more decent character; relieved her 
poverty by the laudable industry of spinning 
wool; and affectcd a life of chastity and soli- 
tude in a small house, which she afterwards 
changed into a magnificent temple. Her 
beauty, assisted by art or accident, soon at- 
tracted, captivated, and fixcd, the patrician Jus- 
tinian, who already reigned with absolute sway 


“7 Anonym. de Antiquitat. C. P. 1. iii. 132. in Bandun Thnperium 
Orient. tom. i. p. 48. Ludewig (p. 154.) argues sensibly that 
Theodora would not have immortalised a brothel: but [apply 
this fact to her second and chaster residence at Constantinople. 
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under the name of his uncle. Perhaps she con- 
trived to enhance the value of a gift which she 
had so often lavished on the mcanest of mankind: 
perhaps she inflamed, at first by modest delays, 
and at last by sensual allurements, the desires of a 
lover, who from nature or devotion was addicted 
to long vigils and abstemious diet. When his first 
transports had subsided, she still maintained the 
same ascendant over his mind, by the more solid 
merit of temper and understanding. Justinian 
delighted to ennoble and enrich the object of his 
affection; the treasures of the East were poured 
at her fect, and the nephew of Justin was dcter- 
mined, perhaps by religious scruples, to bestow 
on his concubine the sacred and legal character 
of a wife. But the laws of Rome expressly pro- 
hibited the marriage of a senator with any female 
who had been dishonoured by a servile ongin or 
theatrical profession: the empress I.upieima, or 
Euphemia, a Barbarian of rustic mauners, but 
of irreproachable virtue, refused to accept a 
prostitute for her niece; and even Vigilantia, 
the superstitious mother of Justinian, though 
she acknowledged the wit and beauty of Theo- 
dora, was scriously apprehensive, lest the levity 
and arrogance of that artful paramour might cor- 
rupt the picty and happiness of her son. These 
obstacles were removed by the inflexible constancy 
of Justinian. He paticntly expected the death of 
the empress; he despised the tears of his mother, 
who soon sunk under the weight of her affliction ; 
and a law was promulgated in the name of the em- 
peror Justin, which abolished the rigid jurisprudence 
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of antiquity. A glorious repentance (the words of 
the edict) was left open for the unhappy females 
who had prostituted their persons on the theatre, 
and they were permitted to contract a legal union 
with the most illustrious of the Romans”. ‘This 
indulgence was specdily followed by the solemn 
nuptials of Justinian and Theodora; her dignity 
was gradually exalted with that of her lover; and, 

as soon as Justin had invested his nephew with the 
purple, the patriarch of Constantinople placed the 
diadem on the heads of the emperor and empress of 
the East. But the usual honours which the severity 
of Roman manners had allowed to the wives of 
princes, could not satisfy either the ambition of 
Thcodora or the fondness of Justinian. He seatcd 
her on the throne as an equal and indcpendent col- 
league in the sovercignty of the ém pire, and an 
oath of allegiance was imposed on the governors 
of the provinces in the joint names of Justinian 
and ‘Theodora®. ‘The Eastern world fell prostrate 
before the genius and fortune of the daughter of 
Acacius. The prostitute who, in the presence of 


28 See the old law in Justinian’s Code (1. v. tit. v. leg. 7. tit. xxvii. 
leg. 1.) under the years 336 and 454. The new edict (about the 
year 521 or 592. Aleman. p. 38. 90.) very awkwardly repeals no 
more than the clause of mulieres scenica, libertine, tabernariw. 
See the novels 89 and 117. and a Greek rescript from Justinian to 
the bishops (Aleman. p. 41.). 

£9 I swear by the Father, &c. by the Virgin. Mary, by the four 
Gospels, qua in manibus teneo, and by the holy Archangels Mi- 
chael and Gabricl, puram conscientiam germanumque servitium 
me servaturum, sacratissimis DDNN. Justiniano et Theodore 
coujugi cjus (Novell. viii. tit. 3.). Would the oath ‘have been 
binding in favour of the widow? Communes tituli et triumphi, 
&e. (Aleman. p. 47, 48.). ; | 
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innumerable spectators, had polluted the theatre of 
Constantinople, was adored as a queen in the same 
city, by grave magistrates, orthodox bishops, victo- 
rious*generals, and captive monarchs”. 

Those who believe that the female mind is to- 
tally depraved by the loss of chastity, will eagerly 
listen to all the invectives of private envy or popu- 
Jar resentment, which have dissembled the virtues 


of Theodora, exaggerated her vices, and condemned - 


with rigour the venal or voluntary sins of the youth- 
ful harlot. From a motive of shame, or contempt, 
she often declined the servile homage of the mul- 
titude, escaped from the odious light of the capital, 
and passed the greatest part of the year in the 
palaces and gardens which were pleasantly scatcd 
on the sea-coast of the Propontis and the Bospho- 
rus. Her private.hours were devoted to the pru- 
dent as well as grateful care of her beauty, the 
luxury of the bath and table, and the long ‘shuy- 
ber of the evening and the morning. Ter scerct 
apartments were occupied by the favourite women 
and eunuchs, whese interests and passions she 
mdulged at the expence of justice: the most 
illustrious personages of the state were crowded 
into a dark and sultry antichamber, and when at 
last, after tedious attendance, they were admitted 
to kiss the feet of Theodora, they experienced, as 
her humour might suggest, the silent arrogance of 
‘an empress, or the capricious levity of a comedian. 


30 <¢ Tet ereatness own her, and she’s mean no more,” &c. 
Without Warburton’s critical telescope, J should never have seen, 
in the general picture of triumphantivice, any personal allusion to 


“Theodora. 
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cHAP.. Her rapacious avarice to accumulate an immense 


treasure, may be excused by the apprehension, of 
her husband’s death, which could leave no alterna- 
tive between ruin and the throne; and fear as well 
as ambition might exasperate Theodora against 
two generals, who, during a malady of the emperor, 
had rashly declared that they were not disposed 
to acquiesce in the choice of the capital. But the 
reproach of cruclty, so repugnant even to her 
softer vices, has left an indelible stain on the me- 
mory of Theodora. Her numerous spics observed, 
and zealously reported, every action, or word, or 
look, injurious to their royal mistress. Whom- 
socver they accused were cast into her peculiar 
prisons”, inaccessible to the inquiries of justicc; 
and it was rumoured, that the torture of the 
rack, or scourge, had been inflicted in the pre- 
sence of a female tyrant, insensible to the voice 
of prayer or of pity”. Some of these unhappy 
victims perished in deep unwholesome dungeons, 
while others were permitted, aftcr the loss of 
their limbs, their reason, or their fortune, to 
appear in the world the living monuments of her 
vengeance, which was commonly cxtended to 
the childten of those whom she had suspected or 
injured. ‘The senator. or bishop, whose death or 
exile Theodora had pronounced, was delivered 
to a trusty messenger, and his diligence was 
31 Her prisons, a labyrinth, a Tartarus (Anecdot. c. 4.), were 
under the pajace. Darkness is propitious to cruelty, but it is hke- 
wise favourable to calumny and fiction. _ 
32 A more jocular whipping was inflicted on Saturninus, for pre- 


suming to say that his wife, a favourite of the empress, had not 
been found azprrog (Anecdot. c, 17.). 
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quickened by a menace from her own mouth. 
“Vf you fail in the execution of my commands, 
“ T swear by him who liveth for ever, that your 
“skin shall be flayed from your body.” 
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If the creed of Theodora had not been tainted Ho oe 
Us, ° 


with heresy, her exemplary devotion might have 
atoned, in the opinion of her conteniporaries, for 
pride, avarice, and cruelty. But, if she employed 
her influence to assuage the intolerant fury of thie 
emperor, the present age will allow some merit 
to her religion, and much indulgence to her 
speculative errors”. The name of Theodora 
was introduced, with equal honour, in all the 
pious and charitable foundations of Justinian: and 
the most benevolent institution of his reign may 
be ascribed to the sympathy of the empress for 
her less fortunate sisters, who had been seduced or 
compelled to embrace the trade of prostitution. 
A palace, on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus, was 
converted into a statcly and spacious monastery, 
and a liberal maintenance was assigned to five 
hundred women, who had been collected from 
the streets and brothels of Constantinople. In 
this safe and hely retreat, they were devoted to 
perpetual confinement ; and the despair of some, 
who threw themselves headlong into the sca, 
was lost in the gratitude of the penitents, who 
had been dclivercd from sin and misery by their 
generous bencfactress”. The prudence of Theo- 


33 Per viventem in sxcula excoriari te faciam. Anastasius de 
Vitis Pont. Roman. in Vigilio, p. 40. 

34 Ludewig, p. LO1—100. L give him credit for the charitable 
attempt, although fe hath not much charity in bis temper. 

* Commare the Anecdotes (c. 17.) with the edifices d. i. ¢. 9.)-+ 
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dora is celebrated by J ustinian himself: and his 
laws are attributed to the sage counscls of his 
most reverend wife, whom he had received as 
the gift of the Deity®. Her courage was ‘dis- 
played amidst the’ tumult of the people and the 
terrors of the court. Her chastity, from the mo- 
ment of her union with Justinian, is founded on 
the silence of her implacable enemics; and, al- 
though the daughter of Acacius might be sa- 
tiated with love, yet some applause is due to the 
firmness of a mind which could sacrifice pleasure 
and habit to the stronger sense cither of duty or 
interest. ‘The wishes and prayers of Theodora 
could never obtain the blessing of a lawful son, 
and she buried ay infant daughter, the sole off- 
spring of her marriage”. Notwithstanding this 
disappointment, her dominion was permanent 
and absolute ; she preserved, by art or merit, the 
affections of Justinian; and their secming dis- 
sensions were always fatal to the courticrs who 
believed them to be sincere. Perhaps her health 
liad been impaired by the licentiousness of her 
youth; but it was always delicate, and she was 
directed by her physicians to use the Pythian 
warm baths. In this journey, the empress was 
followed by the pretorian prefect, the great 


how differently may the same fact be stated!) John Malala (tom. ii. 
p- 174, 175.) observes, that ou this, or a similar occasion, she re- 
leased and clothed the girls whom she had purchased from the 
stews at five aurel a-piece. 

30 Novel. vill. 1. An allusion to Theodora. Her enemies read 
the name Dameonodora (Aleman. p. 66.). 

#0 St. Sabas refused to pray for a son of Theodora, lest he should 
prove an heretic worse than Anastasius himself (Cyril in Vit. St. 
sabe, apad Aleman. p. 70. 109.2. 
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ureasurer, several counts and patricians, and a 
splendid train of four thousand attendants; the 
highways were ‘repaired at .her approach; a pa- 
lace’: was erected for her reception; and as she 
passed through Bithynia, she -distributed liberal 
alms to the churches, the monasterics, and the 
hospitals, that they might implore heaven for 
the restoration of her health”. At length, in the 
twenty-fourth year of her marriage, and the 
twenty-second of her reign, she was consumed 
by a cancer”; and the irreparable loss was dec- 
plored by her husband, who, in the room of a 
theatrical prostitute, might have sclected the 
purest and most noble virgin of the East”. 

II. A material difference may be observed in 
the games of antiquity: the most eminent of the 
Greeks were actors, the Romans were mercly 
spectators. The Oympic stadium was open to 
wealth, merit, and ambition; and if the can- 
didates could depend on their personal skill and 
activity, they might pursue the footsteps of 1)iv- 
mede and Menclaus, and conduct their own 


38 See John Malala, tom. ti. p- 174. Theophanes, p. 158. Pro- 
copius de Idifie. |. v. ¢.-3. 

39 Theodora Chaleedonensis synodi inimica canceris playa toto 
corpore perfusa vitam prodigiose finivit (Victor Tununensis in 
Chron.). On such occasions,,an orthodox niind 1s stecled against 
pity. Alemannus (p. 12, 13.) understands the succws exoundy Of 
‘Theophanes as civil language, which does not imply either piety or 
repentance; yet two years after her death, St. Theodora is cles 
brated by Paul Silentiarius (in Proem, v. 58—62.). 

40 As she persecuted the popes, and rejected a council, Baronins 
exhausts the names of Eve, Dalila, Herodias, &c.: after which he 
has recourse to his infernal dictionary : civis inferni—-alumna diemie- 
hum—satanico ugitata spiriti—oostro percita diabolico, Xc. Ac. 
' (A.D. 548, Ne. 24,). 


41 Read and feel the xxiiid book of the Mliad, a living picture of. 


manners, passions, and the whole form And spirit of the chariot race. 
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and death, 
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horses in the rapid carcer”. Tren, twenty, forty, 


chariots, were allowed to start at the same in- 
stant; a crown of leaves was the reward of the 
victor; and his fame, with that of his family 
and country, was chaunted in lyric strains more 
durable than monuments of brass and marble. 
But a senator, or even a citizen, conscious of 
his dignity, would have blushed to expose his 
person or his horses in the circus of Rome. The 
games were exhibited at the expence of the re- 
public, the magistrates, or the emperors: but 
the reins were abandoned to servile hands; and 
if the profits of a favourite chariotcer sometimes 
exceeded those of an advocate, they must be con- 
sidered as the effects of popular extravagance, 
and the high wages of a disgraceful profession. 
The race, in its first institution, was a simple 
contest of two chariots, whose drivers were dis- 
tinguished by whzfe and red liverics; two addi- 
tional colours, a light green, and a cexrulean 
bluc, were afterwards introduced; and, as the 
races were repeated: twenty-five times, one hun- 
dred chariots contributed in the same day to the 
pomp of the circus. The four factions soon ac- 
quired a legal establishment, and a mysterious 
origin, and their fanciful colours were derived 
from the varions appearances of nature in the 
four seasons of the year; the red dog-star of 
summer, the snows of winter, the.deep shades of 
autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the spring ”. 


West’s Dissertation on the Olympic Games (sect. xHi---xvit.) affords 


~ much curious and authentic information. 


42 The four colours, aati, russati, prasini, veneli, represcat the four 
: nie te 
seasons, according to Cassiodorius (Var. it. ot, whoravishes much 
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* Another interpretation preferred the elements to CHAP. 
the seasons, and the struggle of the green and bluc Sie 
was supposed to represent the conflict of the carth 
and: sea. Their respective victories announced 
cither a plentiful harvest or a+prospcrous naviga- 
tion, aud the hostility of the husbandmen and 
mariners was somewhat less absurd than the blind 
ardour of the Roman people, who devoted their 
lives and fortunes to the colour which they had 
espoused. Such folly was disdained ana indulged 
by the wisest princes; but the names of Caligula, 

Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Commodus, Caracalla, and 
Elagabalus, were enrolled in the blue or green fac- 
tions of the circus: they frequented their stables, at Rome. 
applauded their favourites, chastised their antago- 
nists, and deserved the esteem of the populace, by 
the natural or affected imitation of their mamners. 
The bloody and tumultuous contest continued to 
disturb the public festivity, till the last age of the 
spectacles of Rome; and Theodoric, from a motive 
of justice or affection, interposed his authority to 
protect the greens against: the violence of a consul 
and a patrician, who were passionately addictcd to 
the blue faction of the circus. 

Constantinople adopted the follics, though not yey dis. 
the virtues, of ancient Rome; and the saine fac- ee 


ple aud 
wit and cloquence on this theatrical mystery. Of these colours, the the Hast. 
three first may be fairly translated while, red, and green. Feuctus 1s 
explained by c@ruleus, a word various and vague ; it 1s properly the 
sky reflected in the sea ; but custom and convenicnce may allow 
(lve as an equivalent (Robert. Stephan. sub voce. Spence’s Poly- 

- netis, p. 228.). . 

43 See Onuphrius Panvinius de Luidis Cireensibus, I. 1. c¢. 10, 

112: the xvuth Annotation on Mascou’s Ilistory of the Germans 
aud Aleman. adc. vil 
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tions which had agitated the circus, raged with 
redoubled fury in the hippodrome. Under the 
reign of Anastasius, this popular frenzy was in- 
flamed by religious zeal; and the greens, who- had 
treacherously concealed stoncs and daggers under 
baskets of fruit, nmrassacred, at a solemn festival, 
three thousand of their blue adversaries*., From 
the capital, this pestilence was diffused into the 
provinces and cities of the East, and the sportive 
distinction of two colours produced two strong and 
irreconcileable factions,-which shook the founda- 
tions of a feeble government®. The popular dis- 
sensions, founded on the most scrious interest, or 
holy pretence, have scarcely equalled the obstinacy 


of this wanton discord, which invaded the peace of 


families, divided friends and brothers, and tempted 
the female sex, though scldom seen in the circus, to 

espouse the inclinations of their lovers, or to contra- 
dict the wishes of thcir husbands. Every law, 
cither human or divine, was trampled under foot, 
and as long as the party was successful, its deluded 
followers appeared eareless of private distress or 
public calamity. The licence, without the free- 
dom, of dcmocracy,. was revived at Antioch and 
Constantinople, and the support of a faction be- 


44 Marccllin.in Chiron. p.47. Instead of the vulgar word eenefa, 
he uses the more exquisite terms of caruleg and cercalis. Baronius 
(A.D. 501, No. 4, 5, 6.) is satisfied that the blues were orthodox ; 
but Tillemont is angry at the supposition, and will not allow any 
nartyrs in a playhouse (Hist. des Emp. toin. vi. 554.). 

49 See Procopius, Persic. 1.1. ¢. 24. In describing the vices of the 
factions and of the government, the pu/lic, is not more favourable 
than the secred, histofian. Aleman (p. 20.) has quoted a fine passaze 
froin Gregory Nazianzen, which proyes the inveteracy of the evil. 
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came neccessary to every candidate for civil or CHAP. 


ecclesiastical honours. A secret attachment to the 
family or sect of Anastasius was imputed to the 
greeus ; the blucs were zealously devoted to the 
cause of orthodoxy and Justinian“, and their 


XL. 


land 


grateful patron protected, above five years, the Justinian 
disorders of a faction, whose seasonable tumults ae 

a e 
overawed the palace, the senate, and the capitals blues. 


of the East. Insolent with royal favour, the blues 
affected to strike terror by a peculiar and Barbaric 
dress, the long hair of the Huns, their close slecves 
and ample garments, a lofty step, and a sonorous 
voice. In the day they concealed their two-edged 
ponyards, but in the night they boldly assembled 
in arms, and in numerous bands, preparcd for 
every act of violence and rapine. ‘Their adversarics 
of the green faction, or cven inoffensive citizcns, 
were stripped and often murdered by these nocturnal 
robbers, and it became dangerous to wear any gold 
buttons or girdles, or to appear at a late hour in 
the streets of a peaceful capital. A daring spirit, 
rising with impunity, proceeded to violate the safe- 
guard of private houses; and fire was employed to 
facilitate the attack, or to conceal the crimes of 
these factious rioters. . No place was safe or sacred 
from their depredations; to gratify cithcr avarice 
or revenge, they profusely spilt the blood of the 
innocent; churches and altars were polluted by 
atrocious murders; and it was the boast of the 


47 The partiality of Justinian for the blues (Anecdot. c. 7.) is 
attested by Evagrius (Hist. Recles. iv. ¢. 32.3, John Malala 
(fom. fi. pp. 158, 159.), especially for Antioch; and Theophanes 
. (p. 142.) 
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assassins, that their dexterity could always inflict 
a mortal wound with a single stroke of their 
dagger. The dissolute youth of Constantinople 
adopted the blue livery of disorder; the laws 
were silent, and the bonds of society were re- 
laxed; creditors were compelled to resign their 
obligations; judges to reverse their sentence; 
masters to enfranchisc their slaves; fathers to 
supply the extravagance of their children; noble 
matrons were prostituted to the lust of their ser- 
vants; beautiful boys were torn from the arms of 
their parents; and wives, unless they preferred a 
voluntary death, were ravished in the presence of 
their husbands”. ‘The despair of the greens, 
who were perscecuted by their enemics, and de- 
serted by the magistrate, assumed the privilege 
of defence, perhaps of retaliation: but those 
who survived the combat were dragged to cxe- 
cution, and the unhappy fugitives, escaping to 
woods and caverns, preyed ‘without mercy on 
the society from whence they were expelled. 
Those ministers of justice who had courage to 
punish the crimes, and to brave the rescntment, 
of the blues, became the victims of their indis- 
creet zeal: a prefect of Constantinople fled for 
refuge to the holy sepulchre, a count of the Kast — 
was ignominiously whipped, and a governor of 
Cilicia was hanged, by the order of Theodora, 
on the tomb of two assassins whom he had con- 


47 A wife (says Procopius), who was seized aud almost ravished 
by a blue-coat, threw herself into the Bosphorus. The bishops of 


the second Syria (Aleman. p. 26.) deplore a similar suicide, the 


guilt or slory of female chastity, and name the herve. 
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demned for the-murder of his groom, and a daring 
attack upon his own ‘life*.: An aspiring can- 
didate may be tempted to build “his greatness on 
the public confusion, but it ‘is the interest as well 
as duty of 4 sovereign to maintain the authority of 
the laws. The first edict of Justinian, which was 
often repeated, and sometimes executed, announced 
his firm resolution to support the innocent, and to 
chastisey the guilty of every denomination and 
colour. Yet the balance of: justice was still in- 
clined in favour of the blue faction, by the secret 
affection, the habits, and the fears of the empcror 5 

his equity, after an apparent struggle, submitted, 

without reluctance, to the implacable passions of 
Theodora, and thé empress never forgot, or for- 
gave, the injuries of the comedian.: ‘At the ac- 
cession of the younger Justin, the. proclamation 
of equal and rigorous justice indirectly condemned 
the partiality of the former reign: “ Ye blugs, 
“ Justinian is no more! ye greens, he is still 
—  alive®!” 

A sedition, which dink laid Constantinople 
‘in ashes, was excitéd by the mutual hatred and 
momentary reconciliation of the. twa factions. 
In the fifth year of his reign, Justinian cele- 


48 The doubtful credit of Procopius (Anecidot. c. 17.) is supported 
by the less partial Evagrius; who confirms thewact, and specifies 
the names. ‘The tragic fate of the. prefect of Constantinople is 
related by John Malala (tom. ii.’ p. 139.). 
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Nika, 

A. 7). 532. 
January. 


49 See John Malala (tom. ii. p. 147.); yet he owns that Jus- 


tinian was attached to the blues. The seeming diseord of the 


emperor and Theodora, is perhaps viewed with too much jealousy. 


and refinement by Procopius (Anecdot. c, 10.). See Aleman. 
» Prefat. p. 6. | : 
VOI. VII. ~ : G 
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brated the festival’ of the ides of January: the 
games were incessantly disturbed by the ela- 
morous discontent of the greens; till the twenty- 
second race, the emperor maintained his silent 
gravity; at length, yielding to his impatience, 
he condescended to'hold, in abrupt sentences, 
and by the voice of a cryer, the most singular 
dialogue ® that ever passed between a. prince’ 


. and his subjects. Their first complaints were 
. respectful and modest; they accused the subor- 


dinate ministers of oppression, and proclaimed 
their wishes fot the long life and victory of the 
emperor. “-Be patient and attentive, ye insolent 
“ railers!” exclaimed Justinian; “be mute, ye 
“ Jews, Samaritans, and Manicheans!’ The 


- greens still attempted to awaken his compassion. 


“ We are ‘poor, we are innocent, we arc injured, 
“we dare not pass through the streets : a general 
“ persecution is exercised against our name and 
“colour. Let us die, O emperor! but let us dic 


“by your command, and for your service!” But 


the repetition of partial and passionate invectives 
degraded, in their eyes, the majesty of the purple ; 
they renounced allegiance’ to’ the prince who 
refused justice to his people;. lamented that the 


father‘of Justinian‘had been born ; and branded 


his son with the opprobrious nares of an homicide, 
an ass, and a'perjured tyrant. ‘“ Do you despise 
“ your lives?” cried the indignant monarch: the 


ae 

50'This dialogue, which ‘Theophanes has preserved, exhibits the’ 
popular language, as well as the manners, of Constantinople in 
the vith century. Their Greek ‘is’ mingled with many strange 
and barbarous words, for which Ducange cannot always find a 


_ meaning or etymology. 
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blues rose with fury. from their seats ; their hostile CHAP. 


clamours thundered ,in the hippodrome; ; and their 
adversaries, deserting the unequal ‘contest, spread 
terror and ‘despair through’ the streets of Con- 


stantinople. At this dangerous ‘moment, seven 


notorious assassins of both ‘factions, who had been 
condemned by the prefect, were carried round. the 
city, and afterwards transported to the place of 
execution in. the suburb of ‘Pera. Four were im- 
mediately beheaded; a fifth was hangea: but 
when the same punishment was inflicted on the 
remaining two,, the rope broke,. they: fell alive -to 
the ground, the populace applauded their escape, 
and the monks of St. Conon, issuing from the 
neighbouring’ convert, conveyed them in a boat 
to the sanctuary of the church”. As one of these 
criminals was of the blue, and ‘the other of the 
green livery, the two factions were ‘equally pro- 
voked .by the cruelty of their ‘oppressor,. or the 
ingratitude of their patron; and a short truce was 
concluded till they had delivered their prisoners, 
and satisfied their revenge.. The palace of the 
“prefect, who: withstood the seditious torrent, was 
instantly burnt, .his officers.and: guards were mas- 
sacred, the prisons were forced open, and freedom 
was. restored to .those. who could. only use it for 
the public destruction. A.. ‘military force, which 
had been’ dispatched. - to the aid of the civil 


magistrate, was fiercely encountered by an armed 


multitude, whose numbers. and boldness con- 


tinually increased; and the’ Heruli, the wildest — 


Barbarians in the . .gervice of ‘the ‘empire, over- 


51 Sce ‘this church and monaste rv in Ducange, C.P. Christiana, 


oo) iv. pp. 182. 
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turned the« “priests - -and their relics, which, from 
a pious motive, had -beet’ rashly ‘interposed fo | 
sepatate the. bloody ‘conflict. :"The tumult was 
exasperated by this sacrilege, thé people fought 


‘with enthusiasm 1 in the cause of: ‘God ; the women, 


from. the roofs ‘and windows, ‘showered stonés 
on .the heads of the soldiers, who darted fire- 
brands against the houses; and the: various flames, 


_ which had been ‘kindled by ‘the hands of citizéis 


and: strangers, spread without controul over the 
face-of the city. The conflagration involved , the 
cathedral of St. Sophia, the baths of Zeuxippus, 
a part of the palace, from the first entrance to the 
altar of Mars, and the long portico from the 
palace to the forum of Constantitte; a large hos- 
pital, with the sick patients, was consumed ; ; many 
churches and stately edifices were destroyed, and 
an ‘immense treasure of gold: and silver was either 
melted or Jost. Frorn suéh scenes of horror and 


distress, the wise and. wealthy citizens escaped over 


The dis- 
tress of 
Justinian. 


the Bosphorus’ to: the “Asiatic side; and during. 
five days Constantinople -was abandoned to the 
factions, whose watch-word,‘Nixa, tanguish ! has 
cubes a name to this memorable sedition *’. Es 

As long- as ‘the factiotis were divided, ‘the tri- 
uniphant blues,.and desponding . ‘greens, ‘appeared. 
to behold with: the jaime indifference the disor _ 
ders ue he state’. They” ‘agreed. to censure the _ 
corrupt management: of jiistice and: the: finarice ; 


-and thé two respdnsiblé’ ministers, ’ the artful 


5 The ‘histéry of the Nike sedition,, is. Sousa from Mar- 


. eellinus (in 1s Procopius’ (Persie: 1%. €26.), John Malala 


213—318. )> Chron. Paschal. (p. 386-340. ), Theophanes 
ogtaph. p. 154—158. 5 and Zonaras (l xiv. p. 61-—-63.). 
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‘Tribonian, and the Tapacious J. ohn ‘of Cappadocia, CHAP 


were loudly arraigned as the authors of the public 
misery.. The peaceful murmurs of the people 
_ would have been distegarded : ‘they were heard 
with respect, when the city’ wes in flames; the 
_questor, and the prefect, were.instantly removed, 
and their offices were. filled ‘by two senators of 


blameless integrity. After this popular conces- - 


sion, Justinian ..proceeded to the hippodrome to 
confess his own errors, and to’accept the repentance 
ef his grateful subjects; but they distrusted his 
assurances, though solemnly pronounced in the 
presence of the holy gospels; and the emperor, 
alarmed. by their. distrust,. retreated with precipi- 
tation to the strong. fortress of the palace. The 
obstinacy of the tumult was now imputed to a 


secret ‘and ambitious conspiracy, and a suspicion 


was entertained, that the ‘insurgents, more espe- 
cially the green faction, had. been supplied. with 
arms and money by Hypatius and: Pompey, two 
patricians, who could neither forget with honour, 
nor remember with .safety, that .they were the 
" nephews of the emperor-Anastasius. Capriciously 
trusted, disgraced, azal_ pardoned, by the jealous 


levity of the monarch, théy had appeared as loyal — 


servants before the throne; and, during five days 
of the tumult,. they were ‘detained as important 
hostages; till at length, the: feara of Justinian 
” prevailing over, his prudence, he viewed the two 
brothers in. the light of spies, perhaps of assassins, 


and sternly commanded them to depart from the .. 
palace. After a fruitless representation, that obe- 


dicnce ii lead to ‘involuntary treason, they re- 
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tired to their houses, ‘and in-the: morning of the 
, Sixth day Hypatius was stirrounded and seized by 
the people, -who, regardless of ‘his virtuous re- 
sistance, and the tears’ of’ his wife, transported 
their ' favourite to the forum of. Constantine, and 
“instead of a diadem, placed a rich collar on his 
head. If the usurper, who afterwards pleaded the 
merit of his delay,- had complied. with the advice 


of his senate, and urged the fury of the multitude, , 


their first irresistible -effort might have oppressed 
or expelled his trembling competitor. | The By- 
zantine palace enjoyed a free communieation with 
the sea; vessels Iay‘ready.at the garden stairs; 
anda secret resolution was already’ formed, to 
convey the emperor with. his family and treasures 
to asafe retreat, at sorhe distance from the capital. 

J ustinian. was lest; ‘if the prostitute whom he 


. raised from’ ‘the theatre had not renounced the 


timidity, as- well as the’ virtues, ofhcr sex. In 
the midst ofa council, where Belisarius was: pre- 
sent, Theodora alone displayed the spirit of an 
hero; and she alone, without apprehentling his 


future’ hatred, could save the emperor’ from the 


imminent danger, and his: “unworthy fears. “If - 
“ flight,” ‘said ‘the consort: of Justinian, * were 


the only means of safety, yet I. should disdain 


“to fly. | Death’is the condition’ of our birth’; 
“ but.they who have reigned should never survive 
“ the Joss’ of dignity. and. dominion. :I implore 
“heaven, that I-may never be. seen, nota day, 
“without my diadem and’ purple; that I’ may" 
“no longer ae the. light, when’ I cease to be 
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* saluted with the name of queen. If you resolve, 
“QO Cesar! to fly, you have treasures; behold 
“the sea, you have ships; but tremble lest the 
“desire of life should expose you to wretched 
“exile and’ ignominious death. For my own 
“ part, I adhere to the maxim of antiquity, that 
“the throne is a glorious sepulchre.” The firm- 
ness of a woman restored the courage to deliberate 
and act, and courage soon discovers the resources 
-of the mhost. desperate situation. It was an easy 
and a decisive measure to revive the animosity 
. of the factions; the blues were astonished at 
their own guilt and folly, that a trifling, injury 
should provoke them to conspire with their im- 
placable enemies against a gracious and liberal 
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benefactor; they again proclaimed the majesty of The sedi- 


Justinian, and the greens, with their upstart 
emperor, were left alone in the hippodrome. The 
fidelity of the guards. was doubtful; but: the 
military force of Justinian consisted in three thou- 
sand veterans, who had been trained to valour and 
discipline in the Persian and Illyrian wars. Un- 
der the command of Belisarius and Mundus, they 
silently marched in-two divisions from the palace, 
forced their obscure way through narrow passages, 
expiring flames, and falling edifices, and burst 
open at the same moment the two opposite gates 
of the hippodrome. In this narrow space, the 
disorderly and affrighted crowd was incapable of 
resisting on either side a firm and regular attack ; 

the blues signalized the fury: of their repentance ; 


tion Is; SUup- 
pressed. 


and it is computed, that above thirty thousand . 
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persons were slain in the. merciless. and promis. 
cuous carnage of the day. .. Hypatius was dragged 
from his throne, and conducted. with his brother 
Pompey to the feet of the emperor : they implored 
his clemency; but their crime was manifest, their 
innocence uncertain, and Justinian had been too- 
much terrified to forgive. _ “The next morning the 
two nephews of A'astasius, with eighteen éus- 
trious accomplices, of patrician or consular rank, 
were privately executed by the soldiers; their 
bodies were thrown into the sea, their palaces 
razed, and their fortunes confiscated. ~The hip- 
-podtome itself was ‘condemned, during. several 
years, to a mournful: silence: : with the restoration 
of the games, the samie disorders revived ; and the 
blue and green factions continued to afflict the 
reign of Justinian; and to disturb the tranquillity 
of the Eastern empire™. | 

Til. That empire, after’ Rome was. barbarous, 
still embraced :the nations whom: she had con- 


the eastern quered -beyond the ‘Hadriatic, and as far as the 


empire. 


Such: is the usual progrets of éxugpeération. . 


frontiers of: Aithiepia ‘and - Persia.- Justinian _ 
reigned over’ gixty-four’ provitces, « and nine hun- 
dred and thirty-five cities”; ‘his dominions were 
blessed. by hature with the advantages of soil, situ-. 
ation,’ ind climate’: and ‘the improvements of hu- 
man art had been perpetually, diffused ‘along the 


- 58 Marcellinus sags in general terms, innuimeris popullis in circo 
trucidatis. Procopitit numbers 30,000 victims. -and the.35,000 of 
Theophawies ‘are swelled’ ‘to"40, 008 ‘by the more “receut es | 

54 Hierocles,; “4 contemporary. of J ustinian, ssaipoeal his 
_ Buoys (Itineraria, | p. 631.), or-yeview of: “the eastern provinces 
“and cities, before the: year 535 av eseeling. in Profat. and Not. ad 


p. 623, &c.). 
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coast of the Mediterranean and the banks of the CHAP. 


Nile, from ancient ‘Troy to.the Egyptian Thebes. 
Abraham™ had been relieved by the well-known 
plenty‘of Egypt; the same country, a small and 
_ “populous tract, was still capable-of exporting, each 
’ year, two hundred and sixty. thousand quarters of 
wheat for the use of Constantinople”; and the 
capital of Justinian was supplied with the manu- 
factures of Sidon, fifteen centuries after they had 
been celebrated in the poems of Homer”. ' The 
annual powers of vegetation,. instead of being ex- 
hausted_ by two thdusand harvests, were renewed 
and invigorated by skilfal husbandry, rich manure, 
and ‘seasonable repose. The breed. of domestic 
animals was infinitely multiplied. Plantations, 
buildings, and the .instraments of labour and 
luxury, which are more durable than the term of 
human life, were accumulated by the care of suc- 
cessive generations. Tradition preserved, and cx- 
perience simplified; the humble practice of the arts: 
society was enriched by the division of labour and 
the facility of exchange;:and every Roman was 


55 See the Book of Genesis (xii, 10. , and the adininistration of 
Joseph. The annals of the Greeks and-Hcbrews agree in the e: uly 
arts and plenty of Egypt:’ but this antiquity supposes a long scries 
, of ‘improvement :, and . Warburton, who is almost stifled by the 


Hebrew, calls aloud for the Samaritan, oes (Divine Legation, 


vol. iti. p-: 29, Be). 


5 Fight millions of Roman modii, besides a senttbaten of 80,000: 


aurei for the expences of waterearriage, from which the subject was 


' graciously excused. See the xiiith Edict of Justinian: the numbers 


are checked and verified by the agreement of the Greek and Latin 
texts, | 

57 Homer's Tiad,’v vi. egg.” These veils, were srapitorninus “were 
‘the work of the Sidonian women. | But this passage is more ho- 
‘ nourable to the manufactures than to the navigation of Phornicia, 
from w hence they had beets ‘imported lo Troy) in Phrygian bottoms. 


See 
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CHAP. lodged, clothed, and subsisted, by the industry of 
= a thousand hands. The invention of the loom and 

distaff has bcen piously ascribed to the gods. In 
every age, a variety of animal and vegetable pro- 
ductions, hair, skins, wool, flax, cotton, and at. 
length silk, have been skilfully manufactured to 
hide or adorn the human body; they were stained 
with an infusion of permanent colours; and the. 
pencil was successfully employed to improve the 
labours of the loom. In the choice of those colours™ 
which imitate the beautics of nature, the freedom 
of taste and fashion was indulged; but the deep 
purple” which the Phonicians extracted: from a 
shell-fish, was restrained to the sacred person and 
palace of the emperor ; and the penalties of treason 
were denounced against the ambitious subjects, who 
darcd to usurp the prerogative of the throne. 


Theuse of I need not. explain that sél/e” is originally spun 


ilk by th 
Homans - from the bowels of a caterpillar, and that it com- 


58 See i in Ovid (de Arte Amahdi, iit. 249, &c.) a poctical list.of 
twelve colours borrowed fram. flowers, the clements, &e. But it 
is almost impossible te discriminate by words all the nice and 
various shades both of art and nature. 

59 By the diseovery of cochineal, &c. we far surpass the colours 
of antiquity. Their royal purple had a strong smell, and a dark 
cast as deep as bull’s' blood-—obscuritas rubens (says Cassiodorius, 
Var. 1, 2.) nigredo sanguinea. “Fhe president Goguet (Origine des 
Loix et des Arts, part al. 1, tc. &.- “p. 184—-215.) will amuse and 
satisfy the reader. I doubt whether his book, especially i in England, 
is as well known as it desorves, to be. 
. 60 Historical proofs of this jealousy have been occasionally intro- 
. duced, and many more might have been added : but the afbitrary 
acts of despotism were justified-by the sober and general declarations . 
of law (Codex Theodgsian. I. x. tit,.21. leg. 3. ‘Codex Justinian, ' 
L xi. tit. 8.-leg5.), An inglorious permission, and necessary re- 
striction, was “applied to the mima, the female dancers (Cod. 
Theodos, |. xv. tit: 7. leg. 11.). 
61 In the history.of insects ( far more wonderful ae Ovid's 
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poses 2s the golden tomb from whence a worm emerges CHAP. 


‘in the form of a butterfly.. Till: the reign of , 
,Austinian, the. silk-worms who feed on the leaves of 
. the white mulberry-tree, were confined to China; 
- those of the pine, the oak, and.the ash, were com- 
mon in the-forests both of Asia and Europe; but 
as their education is-more-difficult, and their pro- 


duce more uncertain, they were generally neglected, 


except in the little island of Ccos, near the coast 
of Attica. “A thin gauze Ais procured frum their 
webs, and this Cean manufacture, the invention of 
a woman, for female use, was long admired both 
in the Kast and-at Rome. Whatever suspicions 
may be raised by the garments of the Medes and 
Assyrians, Virgil is the most ancient writer, who 
expressly mentions the soft wool which was combed 
from the trees of the.Seres.or Chinese™; and this 
natural. error, less marvellous than the trutl1, was 
slowly corrected: by the knowledge of a valuable 
insect, the first artificer of the luxury of nations. 
That rare and elegant luxury was censured, in the 
reign of ‘Tiberius, by the gravest of the Romans; 
and Pliny, in affected though forcible language, 
has condemned the ‘thirst of § gain, which explored 
the last confines of. the earth, for the pernicious 


nisaiaaratiaes) the silk-worm holds a conepiedeus place. The 
bombyx of the isle of Ceos, a3 described hy Pliny ¢Hist. Natur. x1. 
26, 27. with the notes of the two,learned Jesuits, Hardouin and 
Brotier), may be illustrated bya similar species in China (Menoireg 
sur les Chinois, tom. il. p. 575—598.) : but our silk-worm, as well as 
the white mutberry-tree, wereankriéwn to Theoph rastus and Pliny. 

, 62 Georgic. li, 121. Serica quando venerint in usum planissime 
non scio: suspicor tamen in Julii Caxsaris evo, nam ante non in- 
venio, says Justus Lipsius (Excursus i. ad Tacit. Annal. “ii, 32.). 
" See Dion Cassius (1. xliii. p. 358. edit. Reimar), and Pausanias (I. vi. 
p. 519), the first who describes, howev er strangely, the Seric insect. 
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purpose of exposing to. the public eye naked 
draperies’ and’ transparent matrons”. .A dress 
which shtewed the turn of the limbs, and colour: of 
the skii, might gratify vanity, or provoke desire; 
the silks which had been closely. woven in China, 


‘were sometimes unravelled by fle Phenician 
. women, and the precious materials were multiplied. 


by a looser texture, and the.intermixture of linen 
threads”. -T'wo hundred years after the. age of 
Pliny, the use of pure or even of mixed ‘silks was 
confined to the female sex, till the opulent citizens 
of Rome and the provincés were~insensibly fami- 
liarized with the example of Elagabalus, the first 
who, by this effeminate habit, had sutlied the 
dignity of an‘emperor and:a-‘man. Aurelian com- 
plained, that a pound: of silk was sold at Rome for 


twelve ‘ourices of gold: but the supply increased 


with the demand, and the price diminished with 
the supply. . If accident or monopoly sometimes 
raised the value even‘above the-standard of Aure- 


_ lian, the manufacturers of ‘Tyre and, Berytus were 


sometimes compelled, by <the operation. of the 
same causes, to content themselves with a- ninth 
part .of that: extravagant, rate™, A. law. was 


63 Tam. icsenie orbe, petitur, utin publico matrona ‘enelaeeai 
. ut denudet foaminas vestis (Flin, ‘Vi. 20. xi. 21. ), ..Varro arid 
Publius syrus had already played: on the Toga vitrea, ventus texilis, 


and nebula linea (Horat. Sermon. i. 2. 101. with the notes of Tor- 


rentius and Dacier), 

6+ On the texture, colour, nasnea, -and use of the silk, half silk, 
and linen garments of antiquity, see. the profgund, diffuse, and 
obscure researches of thie great Salmasius.(in Hist, August. p.. 197. 
309, 310, 339. "341, 342. 344. 388--391. 395," 513.),. who was 
ignorarit-of the most common trades-of Dij jjon ‘of: Leyden. 
68 Flavius Vopiseus in Aurelian’ c. 45. in Hist. August. p. 224. 
See Salmasius ad Hist. Aug. p. 392. and a Exercitat. in So- 
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thought necessary to discriminate the dress of 
comedians from that of senators: and of the silk ex- 
‘ported from its native country the far greater part 
was ‘consumed by the subjects of Justinian: They 
were still more intimately acquainted with a shell- 
fish of the Mediterranean; surnamed the silk-worm 
of the sea: ‘the-fine wool or hair by which the mo- 
ther-of-pearl affixes itself to the rock, is now manu- 
factured for curiosity rather than use ; and a robe ob- 
_ tained from the same singular materials, was the gift 
_ of the Roman emperor to the satraps of Armenia”. 
A. valuable’ merchandize of small bulk is capable 
of defraying the expence of land-carriage; and the 


caravans traversed. the whole: latitude of Asia in 


two hundred and forty-three days from the Chinese 
ocean to the-sea-coast of Syria. Silk was imme- 
diately delivered: tothe Romans. by the Persian 
merchants”, who frequented the fairs of Armenia 
and Nisibis:. but this trade, which in the intervals 
of truce was oppressed by avarice and jealousy, was 
totally interrupted by the long wars’ of the rival 
monarchies. . The great king might proudly num- 
ber Sogdiana; s and eveh Serica, among the provinces 
of his empite; but his real dominion was bounded 
by the Oxus, and his useful intercourse with the 


linum, p. 604, 605: The Anecdotes of Procopius (ec. 25.) state a 
partialand imperfect rate of the price of silk in the time of Justinian. 
_ 6 Procopius de Edif. 1. ifi.c.1. These pinnes de mer are found 


near Smyrna, Sicily, Corsica, and Minotea ; and a pair of gloves of ° 


their silk was presented to pope Benedict XIV. 

67 Procopius, Persic. 1. i.e. 20: 1. ti. c. 25. Gothic. 1, iv. c. 17. 
Menander in Excerpt. Eegat. p. 107. Of the Parthian or Persian 
empire, Isidore of Charax (in Stathmis Parthicis, p- 7,8. -in Hud. 
.son, Geograph. Minor. tom. ii.) has marked the roads, sand Am- 
', mianus - -Marcellinus eo xxiii. Cc. 6. P: 400.) has enumerated the 
proviaces.: . q 
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CHAP; Sagdoites, beyond the river; depended on the’plea- 


sure of their conquerors, the white Huns, and: the 
_ Turks, who successively reigned over that industri- 
‘ous people. . Yet the most savage dominion has not 


- extirpated the seeds. of agriculture and commerce, 


in a region which is celebrated as one of the four 
gardens of Asia; the citicsof Samarcand and Bo- 
chara are advantageously ‘seated. for the exchange of | 
its various productions; and their merchants pur- 
chased from the Chinese® the raw or manufactured 
silk which they transported into Persia for the use 
of the Roman empire. In the vain capital of 
China, the Sogdian caravans were entertained :as 
the suppliant embassies of tributary kingdoms, and 
if they returned in safety, the bold adventure was 
rewarded with exorbitant gain. But the difficult 
and perilous march, from Samiareand . to the first. 
town of Shensi, could not be performed in less than 
sixty, ‘eighty, or one hundred days: as sdom as they 
had passed the Jaxattes they en tered the desert ; 

and the wandering hordes, unless they are restrained 
by armies and garrisons, have always considered the 
citizen and the -traveller as the objects of lawful 

rapine. To escape the Tartar, ‘robbers, and the 


68 The blind admiration of. the AF igi its ‘confounds the different 
periods of the Chinese history. ..“S'Rey-are ; More critically’ distin- 
guished by M. de Guignes (Hist: destffins, tom. i. parti. in the: 
Tables, part ii. in the Geography. Memoires de PAcademie des In- 
scriptions, tom. xxii. xxxvi. xiii, xiiii.), who discovers the gradual 
progress of the truth of the “annals and the extent of: the monarchy, 
till the Christian zra. He hag searched, with a curious eye, the con- 


_ nections of the Chinese -with the nationis.of the West: but these 


connections ate ‘slight, casual, and- obscure ; ‘nor did the Romans - 
entertaifi a suspicion that the Seres or Sina possessed an empire not 
inferior to thelr own. -’ 
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tyrants of Persia, the silk caravans explored a more CHAP. 
southern road; they traversed the mountains of (> ~) 


Thibet, descended the streams of the Ganges or 
the Indus, and patiently expected, in the ports of 
Guzerat and Malabar, the annual fleets’ of. the 
West”. But the dangers of the desert were found 
less intolerable than toil, hunger, and the loss of 
time; the attempt was seldom renewed, and the 
only European who has passed that unfrequentcd 
way, applauds his own diligence, that, in nine 
months after his departure from Pekin, he reached 
the mouth of the Indus. The ocean, however, was 
open to the free communication. of mankind. 
From the great river to the tropic of Cancer, the 
provinces of China were subdued and civilized’ by 
the emperors of the North; they were filled 
about the time of the Christian era with cities 
and men, mulberry-trees and their precious in- 
habitants; and if the Chinese, with the know- 
ledge of the compass, had possessed the ‘genius of 
the Greeks or Pheenicians, they might have 


spread their. discoveries over the southern he-. 


misphere. I-am not qualified to examine, and 
Iam not disposed, to believe, their distant voyages 
to the Persian gulf, or the-Cape of Good Hope: 
but their ancestors might equal the labours and 
success of the present race, and the sphere of 


their navigation might. extend from the isles of 


69 The roads from China to Persia and Hindostan may be inves- - 


tigated in the relations of Hackluyt and Thevenot (the ambassadors 


of Sharokh, Antliony Jenkinson, the Pere Greuber, &c. Sec like- - 
wise Hantway’s Travels, vol. i. p. $45--357.). A commuhieation 


through Thibet has been lately explored by the English govereigns 
of Bengal. ; ee 2 oe 
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CHAP. Japan to the streights of Malacea, the pillars, if we 
oe may apply that riame, of. an Oriental Hercules”. 

Without losing sight of land, they might sail along 
the coast. to the extreme promontory of Achin, 
which is annually ‘visited ‘by ten or twelve ships la- 
den: with the productions, : the ‘nianufactures, and 
even the aftificers, of China ; -the:island. of Suma- 
tra and the. opposite peninsula, are faintly delineat- 
ed” as the régions of gold and silver ; and ‘the trad- 
ing, cities named inthe gedgraphy of Ptolemy, may 
indicate, that this’ wealth: was “not solely derived 
from thé: minés The direct interval between Su- 
matra and Ceylon is about thre6. hundred leagues ; 
the Chinese’and Indian navigaters avere conducted 
by.the flight of birds ‘and: periodical: winds, and 
thedeean might .be- deci tr traversed. in square- 
built. “ships, “whieh, : ‘instead. of iron, - ‘were sewed 
together. with” thie’ ‘strong, ‘thread. of the cocoa- 
nut *Geylon,” ‘Serendib; ' sor “Eaprobana, was di- 
vided between. two hostilé princes; one of whom 
possessed ‘the moiintains, fhe’ elephants, and. the 
Juminous  soabbunde,~ gd ithe’ dther’, enjoyed the 

more solid tioties: of ‘a pan leat’ andustry,, foreign | 
0 For. the Chinese navigation ’t to Milants and Achin, ethene te 


Cnyldn; poe Réhaudot ‘Gn the tg Miihomeian Travelters, p. 8-11. 
B17. PA1—+-757,)4° at gale Pe paren the ‘Hist. Philoso- - 


e te 


iy Ha iDastaied by LY Anville & reheat Geogisphique de l’Inde, 
especially p= £61—-198.). Our geegraphy of India. is improved. by 
commerce and congisist ; atid hasbeen’ iil ustrated: by the excellent 
maps ahd memoirs of major Renrel: | I Keextends the sphere of 
his. inquiries with the same critica] knowledge and sagacity, he will 
sucnced, And may surpass, the first ‘of modem geogtayhers: . ttt 
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‘trade, ‘and the capaciaus listhout of Trinquemale, CHAP. 
which received and dismissed the fleets of the East ea 
and West. . In this hospitable isle, at an equal 
distance (as it was computed) from their respective 
countries, the silk merchants of:.China, who had 
collected in their. voyages aloes, cloves, nutmeg, 
and santal wood, maintained a free and beneficial 
commerce with the inhabitants of the Persian 
Gulf. The subjects of the great king - exalted, 
without a rival, his power and magnificence; and 
the Roman, who confounded their vanity by. com- 
paring his paltry coin with a gold medal of the 
emperor Anastasius, had sailed to eit hate in an 
Athiopian.ship, as a simple passenger”. 

As silk became of indispensable use, the emperor Introduc- 
Justinian saw, with concern, that the Persians had “a7 
occupied by land and sea the monopoly of. this im- into 
portant supply, and that the wealth of his subjects pe 
was continually drained .by-.a nation of enemies 
and idolaters.' An.active government would have 
restored the trade of: Egypt and the navigation of 
the Red Sea, which had decayed with the prosperity . 
of the empire;.and the Roman vessels might have 
sailed, for the purchase of silk, to the ports of | 
- Ceylon, of Malacca, or even of China. Justinian | 
embraced a more humble expedient, and: ‘solicited . 
the aid of his Christian’ allies, the Rithiopiais ee 


- 72 The Taprobane of Pliny (vi. 24.), Solinus (e.° 53.), and Salmas.” 
Pliniane Exercitat. (p. 781, 782.), and most of the ancients, - who,’ 
often confound the islands of Ceylon and Sumatra, i is more Clearly 
' described by Cosmas Indicopleustes ; .yet even the Christian: topo. 
grapher has exaggerated its dimensions. His. information’ Sy the” 
Indian and Chinese trade is. rare and curious (1.11. ‘pi 13: A x1. 
' p. 337, 338. edit. Montfaucon). : ees 
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CHAP. Abyssinia,. who had recently acquired the/arts of 
\e—wz/ Navigation, the spirit of trade, and the sea-port 


of Adulis™, still decorated with the trophies of a 
Grecian conqueror. Along the African -coast, 
they penetrated to the equator in search of gold, 
emeralds, and aromatics; but they wisely declined 
an unequal coinpctition, in which they must be 
always prevented by the vicinity of the Persians 
to the markets of India; and the emperor sub- 
mitted to the disappointment, till his wishes werc 
gratified by an unexpected event. ‘The gospel 
had been preached to the Indians: a bishop already 
governed the Christians of St. ‘Thomas on the 
pepper-coast of Malabar ; a church was planted in 
Ceylon, and the missionaries pursued the footsteps 
of commerce to the extremities of Asia‘. Two 
Persian monks had long resided in China, per- 
haps in the royal city of Nankin, ‘the seat of a 
monarch addicted to foreign superstitions, and 
who actually received an embassy from the islc of 
Ceylon. Amidst their pious occupations, they 
viewed with a curious eye the common dress of 
the Chinese, the manufactures of silk, and the 
myriads of silk-worms, whose education (either on 
trees or in ae) had once been corlsidered as 
the labour of queens”. They soon discovered that 


74° See Procopius, Persic. (1. ii. c. 20.). Cosmas affords some 
interesting knowledge of the port and inscription of Adulis (Topo- 
graph. Christ. |. ii. p. 138. 140—143.), and of the trade of the 
Axuinifes along the African coast of Barbaria or Zingi (p. 138, 
139.), and as far as Taprobane (1. xi. p. 339.). 

7* See the Christian missions in India, in Cosmas (I. iii. p. 178, 
179. }. xi. p. 337.), and consult Asseman. Bibliot. Orient. (tom. iv. 
p. 413—548, ). 

75/The invention, manufacture, and general use of silk in China, 
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St was impracticable to transport the short-lived cuap. 
XU. 
inscct, but that in the eggs a numerous progeny , | 


might be preserved and multiplied in a distant 
climate. Religion or interest had more power 
over the Persian monks than fhe love of their 
country: after a long journey, they arrived at Con- 
stantinople, imparted their project to the emperor, 
and were liberally. encouraged by the gifts and 
promises of Justinian. To the historians of that 
prince, a campaign at the foot of mount Caucasus 
has seemed more deserving of a minute relation 
than the labours of these missionaries of com- 
merce, who again entered China, deceived a jealous 
people by concealing the eggs of the silk-worm in 
a hollow cane, and returned in triumph with the 
spoils of the East. Under their direction, the 
eges were hatched at ‘the proper season by the 
artificial heat of dung; the worms were fed with 
mulberry leaves; they lived and laboured in 9 
forcign climate; a sufficient number of butterflics 
was saved to propagate the race, and trees were 
planted to supply the nourishment of the rising 
generations. Experience and reflection corrected 
the errors of a-new attempt, and the Sogdoite 
ambassadors acknowledged, in the succecding reign, 
that the Romans were: not inferior to the natives 
of China in the education of the insects, and the 
manufactures of silk”, in which both China and 


may be seen in Duhalde (Description Generale de la Chine, tom. ii. 
p- 165. 205—223.). The province of Chekian is the most re- 
nowned both for quantity and quality. 

*6 Procopius (I. viii. Gothic. iv. c. 17. ‘Theophanes Byzant. apud 
Phot. Cod. Ixxxiv. p. 38. Zonaras, tom. ii. 1. xiv. p. Gy.). Papi 
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‘Constantinople have been surpassed by the uy 


of modern Europe. I am not insensible of the 
benefits of elegant luxury; yet I reflect with some 
pain, that'if the importers of silk had introduced 
the art of printing, already practised by the Chinese, 
the comedies of Menander and the entire decads 
of Livy would have been perpetuated in the editions 
of the sixth century. A larger view of the globe 
might at least have promoted the improvement of 
speculative’ science, but tlie Christian geography 
was forcibly extracted from texts of Scripture, and 
the study of nature was the surest symptom of an 
unbelieving mind. The orthodox faith confined 
the habitable world to one temperate zone, and 
represented the earth as an oblong surface, four 
hundred days journey in length, two hundred in 
breadth, encompassed by the ocean, and covered 
by the solid crystal of the firmament”. 


, (tom. 1i. p. 602.) assigns to the year 552 this memorable importation. 


Menander (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 107.) mentions the admiration of 
the Sogdoites; and Theophylact Simocatta (1. vii. ¢. 9.) darkly re- 
presents the two rival kingdoms in (China) the country of silk. 

77 Cosmas, surnamed Indicopleustes, ‘or the Indian navigator, 
performed his voyage about the year 522, and composed at Alex- 
andria, between 535 and 547, Christian Topography (Montfaucon, 
Preofat. c. i.), in which he refutes the impious opinion, that the 
earth is a globe; and Photius had tead this work (Cod. xxxvi. p. 9, 
10.), which displays. the prejudices of a monk, with the knowledge 
of a merchant: the most valuable part has been given in French 
and in Greek by Melchisedec Thevenot (Relations Curieuses, part i.), 
and the whole is sifce published in a splendid edition by the Pere 


‘Montfaucon (Nova Collectio Patrum, Paris, 1707, 2 vols. in fol. 


tom. li. p. 113—346.). But the editor, a theologian, might blush 
at not discovering the Nestorian heresy of Cosmas, which has 
been detected by La Croze (Chriatianisme des paeess tom. i. p. 40 
—56,). 
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LV.°The subjects of Justinian were dissatisticd 
with the times, and with the government. Eu- 
rope was over-run by the Barbarians, and Asia by 
the monks:.the poverty of the West discouraged 
the trade and manufactures of the East: the pro- 
duce of labour was consumed by the unprofitable 
servants of the church, the state, and the army 5 
and a rapid decrease was felt in the fixed and cir- 
culating capitals which constitute the national 
wealth. The public distress had been alteviated 
by the ceconomy of Anastasius, and that prudent 
emperor accumulated an immensé treasyre while 
he delivered his people from the most odious or 


oppressive taxes. Their gratitude universally ap- 


plauded the abolition of the gold of affliction, a 
personal tribute on the industry of the poor”; but 
more intolerable, as it should seem, in the form 
than in the substance, since the flourishing city of 
Edessa paid only one hundred and forty pounds of 
gold, which was collected in four years from ten 
thousand artificers ®. Yet such was the parsimony 
which supported this liberal disposition, that, in 
a reign of twenty-seven years, Anastasius saved, 
from his annual revenue, the enormous sum of 


78 Jevagrius (I. ili. ¢. 39, £0.) is minute and grateful, hut angry 
with Zosimus for calumniating the great Constantine. In ¢ol- 
lecting afl the bonds and records of the tax, the humanity of Ana- 
stasius was diligent and artful: fathers were sometimes compelled 
to proatitute their daughters (Zosim. Hist. 1. ii. c. 38. p. 165, 166. 
Lipsiz, 1784.). Timothcus of Gaza chose such an event for the 
subject ofa tragedy (Suidas, tom. iil. p. 475.), which contributed to 
the abolition of the tax (Cedrenus, p. 35.),—-an happy instance (if 
it be true) of the use of the theatre. 

79 See Josua Stylites, in the Bibliotheca Orientalis of Asseman 
(tom. 1. p. 268.). This capitation tax is slightly mentioned in the 
Chronicle of Edessa. 
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thirtcen millions sterling, or three hundred and 


Saie twenty thousand pounds of gold”. His examyle 


Avurice 
and pro- 
fusion of 
Justinian. 


was neglected, and his treasure was abused, by 
the nephew of Justin. The riches of Justinian 
were speedily exhausted by alms and buildings, 
by ambitious wars, and ignominious treaties. Fis 
revenues were found inadequate to his expences. 
Kvery art was tried to extort from the people the 
gold and silver which he scattered with a lavish 
hand from Persia to France": his reign was 
marked by the vicissitudes, or rathcr by the com- 
bat, of rapaciousness and avarice, of splendour and 
poverty; he lived with the reputation of hidden 
treasures”, and bequeathed to his successor the 
payment of his debts”. Such a character has 
been justly accused by the voice of the people and 
of posterity: but public discontent is credulous; 
private malice is bold; and a lover of truth will 
peruse with a suspicious eye the instructive anec- 
dotes of Procopius. The secret historian repre- 
sents only the vices of Justinian, and those vices 

uO Procopius (Anecdot. c. 19) fixes this sum frony the report of 
the treasurers themselves. Tiberius had victes ter miilies; but far 


(lifferent was his empire from that of Anastasius. 
81 Evagrius (1. iv. c. 30.), in the next generation, was moderate 


‘and well informed ; and Zonaras (1. xiv. c. 61.), in the xtith cen- 


tury, had read with care, and thought without prejudice: yet 
their colours are almost as black‘as those of the Anecdotes. 

82 Procopius (Anecdot. c. 30.) relates the idle conjectures of the 
times. “The death of Justinian, says the secret historian, will ex- 
pose his wealth or poverty. 

83 Sec Corippus de Laudibus Justini Aug. |. ii. 260, &c. 384, &c. 

“ Plurima sunt vivo mimium neglecta parenti,. 
‘«« Unde tot exhaustus contraxit debita fiseus.”’ 
Centenaries of gold were brought by strong arms into the Hippo. 


drome : 
“¢ Debita genitoris persolvit, caula recepit.” 
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are darkened by his malevolent pencil. Ambigu- 
ous, actions are imputed to the worst motives : 
error is confounded with guilt, accident with de- 
sign,-and laws with abuses: the partial injustice 


of a moment is dextrously applied as the gencral 


maxim of a reign of thirty-two years: the emperor 
alone is made responsible for the faults of his 
officers, the disorders of the times, and the cor- 
ruption of his subjects ; and even the calamitics of 
nature, plagucs, earthquakes, and inundations, 
are imputed to the prince of the demons, who had 
mischievously assumed the form of Justinian”. 
After this precaution, I shall briefly relate the 
anecdotes of avarice and rapine, under the follow- 
ing heads: I. Justinian was so profuse that he 
could not be liberal. ‘The civil and military offi- 
cers, when they were admitted into the scrvice of 
the palace, obtained an humble rank and a mo- 


dcrate stipend; they ascended by seniority to a_ 


station of affluence and repose; the annual pen- 
sions, of which the most honourable class was 
abolished by Justinian, amountéd to four hundred 
thousand pounds; and this domestic oeconomy 
was deplored by the venal or indigent courtiers as 
the last outrage on the. majesty of the empire. 
The posts, the salaries of physicians, and the noc- 
turnal illuminations, were objects of more general 
concern; and the cities might justly complain, 
that he usurped the municipal revenues which 
had been appropriated to these useful institutions. 
Even the soldiers were injured; and such was 


_ %+ The Anecdotes (c. L1—14, 18. 20-30.) supply many facts 
and more complaints. 
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the decay of military spirit, that they were injured — 
with impunity. The emperor refused, at the re- 
turn of each fifth year, the customary donative of 
five pieces of gold, reduced his veterans to beg 
their bread, and suffered unpaid armies to melt 
away in the wars of Italy and Persia. IJ. The 
humanity of his predecessors had always remitted, 
in some auspicious circumstance of their reign, 
the arrears of the, public tribute; and they dex- 
trously assumed the merit of resigning those 
claims which it was impraeticable to enforce. 
Le | ustinian, in the space of thirty-two years, has 
“never granted a similar indulgence; and many 
“ of his subjects have renounced the possession of 
“* those lands whose value is insufficient to satisfy 
“the demands of the treasury. To the cities 
“ which had suffered by hostile inroads, Anasta- 
“ sius promised a general exemption of seven 
“years: the provinces of Justinian have becn 
“'yavaged by the Persians and Arabs, the Huns 
“and Sclavonians; but his vain and ridiculous 
“ dispensation of a single year has been confined 
“to those pines which were actually taken by 
“the enemy.” Such is the language of the 
secret historian, who expressly denies that any 
indulgence was granted to Palestine after the re- 
volt of the Samaritans; a false and odious charge, 
confuted by the authentic record, which attests a 
relief of thirteen centenaries of gold (fifty-two 
thousand pounds) obtained for that desolate pro- 
vince by the. intercession of St. Sabas™. aH. Pro- 


#5 One to Scythopolis, capital of the second Palestine; and twelve 
for the rest of the province. Aleman (p. 59.) honestly produces this 
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copius’ has not conilescended ts explain the CHAP. 
system of taxation, which fell like a hail-storm G—w 


upon the land, like a devouring pestilence. on 
its inhabitants: but we should become the ac- 
complices of his malignity, if we imputed to Jus- 
tinian alone the ancient though rigorous prin- 
ciple, that a whole district should be condemned 
to sustain the partial loss of the persons or pro- 


perty of individuals. The Annona, or supply of Taxcs. 


corn for the use of the army and capital, was a 
grievous and arbitrary exaction, which exceeded, 
perhaps in a tenfold proportion, the ability of 
the farmer; and his distress was aggravated by 
the partial injustice of weights and measures, and 
the expence and labour of distant carriage: In 
a time of scarcity, an extraordinary requisition 
was made to the adjacent provinces of Thrace, 
Bithynia, and Phrygia: but the proprietors, after 
a wearisome journey and a perilous navigation, 
received so inadequate a compensation, that they 
would have chosen the alternative of delivering 
both the corn and price at the doors of their gra- 
naries. ‘These precautions might indicate a ten- 
der solicitude for the welfare of the capital; yet 
Constantinople did not escape the rapacious des- 
potism of Justinian. Till his reign, the streights 
of the Bosphorus and Hellespont were open to the 
freedom of trade, and nothing wag prohibited ex- 
cept the exportation of arms for the service of the 
Barbarians. At each of these gates of the city, 
a preetor was stationed, the minister of Imperial 


_ fact from a MS. life of St. Sabas, by his disciple Cyril, in the Vati- 
. can Mpa, and since published by Cotelerius. ; 
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avarice ; heavy customs were imposed on the ves- 


ew sels and their merchandize; the oppression was 


Mono- 
polies. 


retaliated on the helpless consumer: the poor were 
afflicted by the artificial scarcity, and cxorbitant 
price of the market; and a people, accustomed ' 
to depend on the liberality of their prince, might 
sometimes complain of the deficiency of water and 
bread™. The aerial tribute, without a name, a 
law, or a definite object, was an annual gift of 
oné hundred. and twenty thousand pounds, which 
the emperor accepted from his Praetorian pra- 
fect; and the means of payment were abandoned 
to the discretion of that powerful magistrate. FV. 
Even such a tax was less intolerable than the pri- 
vilege of monopolies, which checked the fair com- 
petition of industry, and, for the sake of a small 
and dishonest gain, imposed an arbitrary burthen 
on the wants and luxury of the subject. “ As 
“soon (I transcribe the anecdotes) as the ex- 
“ clusive sale of silk was usurped by the Imperial 
“ treasurer, a whole people, the manufacturers of * 
“Tyre and’ Berytus, was reduced to extreme 
“misery, and either perishcd with hunger, or 
“fled to the hostile dominions of Persia.” A 
province might suffer by the decay of its manu- 
factures, but in this example of silk, Procopius 
has partially overlooked the inestimable and 
lasting benefit .which the empire received from 
the curiosity of Justinian. His addition of one- 
seventh to the ordinary price of copper-monéy 

86 John Malala (tom. § il. p. 232.) mentions the want of bread, 


and Zonaras (l.xiv. p. 63.) the leaden pipes, which Justinian, or 
ae servants, stole froin the aqueducts. a 
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may be interpreted with the same candour; and 
the altcration, which might be wise, appears to 
have been innocent: since he neither alloyed the 
purity, nor enhanced the value, of the gold coin”, 
the legal measure of public ‘and private pay- 
ments. V. The ample jurisdiction required by 
the farmers of the revenue to accomplish their 
engagements, might be placed in an odious light, 
as if they had purchased from the emperor the 
lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens. Anda 
more direct sale of honours and offices was trans- 
acted in the palace, with the permission, or at 
least with the connivance, of Justinian and Theo- 
dora. The claims of merit, even those of favour, 
were disregarded, and it was almost reasonable 
to expect, that the bold adventurer, who had 
undertaken the trade of a magistrate, should find 
a rich compensation for infamy, labour, danger, 
the debts which he had contracted, and the 
heavy interest which he paid. A sense of the 
disgrace and mischief of this venal practice, at 
length awakened the slumbering virtue of Jus- 


tinian; and he attempted, by the sanction of 


oaths™ and penalties, to guard the integrity of 


87 For an aureus, one-sixth of an ounce of gold, instead of 210, 
he gave no more than 180 folles, or ounces of copper. A dispro- 
portion of the mint, below the market price, must have soon pro- 
duced a scarcity of small money. In England, éwelve pence in cop- 
per would sell for no more than seven pence (Smith’s Inquiry into 
the Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 49.). For Justinian’s gold com, 
see Evagrius (I. iv. c. 30.). 

81 The oath is conceived in the most formidable words (Novel. 
viii. tit. 3.). The defaulters imprecate on themselves, quicquid ha- 
bent telorum armamentaria coeli: the part of Judas, the leprosy of 
* Giezi, the tremor of Cain, &c. besides all temporal pains. 
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cHaP. his government : but at the end of a year of 


am Per 


Testa- 


ments. 


rjury, his, rigorous edict was suspended, and 
corruption licentiously abused her triumph over 
the impotence of the laws. VI. The testament 
of Eulalius, count‘of the domestics, declared the 
emperor his sole heir, on condition, however, 
that he should discharge his debts and legacies, 


.allow to his three daughters a decent main- 


tenance, and bestow each of them in marriage, 
with a portion of ten pounds of gold. But the 
splendid fortune of Eulalius had been consumed 
by fire; and the inventory of his goods did not 
exceed the trifling sum of five hundred and sixty- 
four pieces of gold. A similar instance, in 
Grecian history, admonished the emperor of the 
honourable part’ prescribed for his imitation. 
He checked the selfish murmurs of the treasury, 
applauded the confidence of his friend, dis- 
charged the legacies and debts, educated the 
three virgins under the eye of the empress Theo- 
dora, and doubled the marriage portion which 
had satisfied the tenderness of their father”. 

The humanity of a prince (for princes cannot be 

generous) is entitled to some praise; yet éven 
in this act of virtue we may discover the invete- 
rate custom of supplanting the legal or natural 
heirs, which Procopius imputes to the reign of 
Justinian. His charge is supported by eminent 
names and scandalous examples; neither widows 
nor orphans were spated ; and the art of soli- 


® A similar or more generous act of ey is related by 
Lucian of Eudamidas of Corinth (in Toxare, c. 22, 23. tom. ii. p. 
530.), and the story has produced an ingenious, though aia | 
comedy of Fontenelle. 
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citing, or extorting, or supposing testaments, was 
beneficially practised by the agents of the palace. 
This base and mischievous tyranny invades the 
security of private life; and. the’ monarch who 
has indulged an appetite for ‘gain will soon be 
tempted to anticipate the moment of succession, 
to interpret wealth as an evidence of guilt, and 
to proceed, from the claim of inheritance, to the 
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power of confiscation. VII. Among the forms of - 


rapine, a philosopher may be permitted to name 
the conversion of Pagan or heretical riches to the 
use of the faithful; but in the time of Justinian 
this holy plunder ‘was condemned. by the sectaries 
alone, who became the victims of his orthodox 
avarice”. 

Dishonour might be ultimately reflected on the 
character of Justinian; but much of the guilt, and 
still more of the profit, was intercepted by the 
ministers, who were seldom promoted for their vir- 
tues, and not always selected for their talents”. 
The merits of Tribonian the questor will here- 
after be weighed in the reformation of the Roman 
law; but the economy of the East was subordinate 
to the Pretorian prefect, and Procopius has justi- 
fied his anecdotes by the portrait which he exposes 
in his public history, of the notorious vices of John 


9 John Malala, tom. ii. p. 101, 102, 103. 

91 One of these, Anatolius, perished in an earthquake—doubtless 
a judgment! The complaints and clamours of the people in Aga- 
thias (1. v. p. 146, 147.) are almost an echo of the anecdote. . ‘The 


aliena pecunia reddenda of Corippus (1. li. 381, &c.) is not very” 


honourable to Justinian’s niemory. 
92 See the history and character of John of Cappadocia in of Bpoess 
+ plus (Persic. |. i.c. 24, 25. 1. ii.c.30. Vandal. }.1.¢.13. Anecdot. c. 2. 


The mi 
nisters of 
Justinian 


140 


CHAP. 
XL. 


John of 
Cap pado- 


Cla. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


of Cappadocia *. His knowledge was not borrowed 


, from the schools”, and his style was scarcely Icgi- 


ble; but he excelled in the powers of native genius, 
to suggest the wiscst-counsels, and to find expedients 
in the most desperate situations. The corruption 
of his heart was equal to the vigour of his undcr- 
standing. AJthough he was suspected of magic 
and Pagan superstition, he appearcd insensible to 
the fear of God or the reproaches of man; and his 
aspiring fortune was raised on the death of thou- 
sands, the poverty of millions,-the ruin of cities, 
and the desolation of provinces. From the dawn 
of light to the moment of dinner, he assiduously 
laboured to enrich his master and himself at the ex- 
pence of the Roman world; the remainder of the 
day was spent in sensual and obscene pleasures, and. 
the silent hours of the night were interrupted by 
the perpetual dread of. the justice of an assassin. 
His abilities, perhaps his vices, recommended him 
to the lasting friendship of Justinian: the emperor 
yielded with reluctance to the fury of ‘the people ; 


' his victory was displayed by the immediate re- 


storation of their enemy; ‘and they felt above ten . 
years, under his oppressive administration, that 
he was stimulated by revenge, rather than in- 
structed by ‘misfortune. Their murmurs served 


, only: to fortify the resolution of Justinian; but 


the preefect, in the insolence of favour, provoked 
the * ‘resentment of Theodora, disdained a poet 


17. 22.). The agreement of the fusion: and anecdneas isa neni , 


wound to the reputation of the prefect. 


93 Oy yap adAo ovdey eg yoauparisous Gore enabler des yn YPampare., mau 
TAVTA KAKA KAaKWE yeorbu—a forcible expression. ; ; 
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before:which every knee was bent, and attempted 
to sow the sceds of discord between the emperor 
and his beloved consort. Even Theodora herself 
was constrained to dissemble, to wait a favour- 
able moment, and by an artful conspiracy to 
render John of Cappadocia the accomplice. of 
his own destruction. Ata time when Belisarius, 
unless he had been a hero, must have shewn him- 
self a rebel, his wife Antonina, who enjoyed the 
secret confidence of the empress, communicated 
his feigned discontent to Euphemia, the daughter 
of the prefect; the credulous virgin imparted to 
her father the dangerous project, and John, who 
might have known the value of oaths and _pro- 
mises, was tempted to accept a nocturnal, and 
almost treasonable, interview wrth the wife of 
Belisarius. An ambuscade of guards and cunuchs 
had been posted by the command of Theodora; 
they rushed with drawn swords to seize or to punish 
the guilty minister: he was saved by the fidelity 
of his attendants; but instead of appealing to a 
gracious sovereign, who had privately warned 
him of his danger, he pusillanimously fled to the 
sanctuary of the church. The favourite of Jus- 
tinian was sacrificed to conjugal tenderness 

domestic . tranquillity; the conversion of a pre- 
fect into a priest cxtinguished his ambitious 
hopes, but the friendship of the emperor alle- 
viated his disgrace, anil he retained in the mild 
exile of Cyzicus an ample portion of his riches. 
Such imperfect revenge could not satisfy the un- 
relenting hatred of Theodora; the murder of 
- his old enemy, the bishop of Cyzicus, afforded 
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CHAP. a decent pretence; and John of Cappadocia, 
Be whose actions had deserved a thousand deaths, 
was at last condemned for a crime of which 
he was innocent. A great minister, who: had 
been invested with the honours of consul and 
patrician, was ignominiously scourged like the 
vilest of :‘malefactors; a tattered cloak was the 
sole remnant of his fortunes; he was transported 
in a bark to the place of his banishment at An- 
_ tinopolis in Upper Egypt, and the prefect of the 
Kast begged his bread through the cities which 
had trembled at his name. During an exile 
of seven years, his life was protracted and threat- 
ened by the ingenious cruelty of Theodora; 
and when -her death permitted the emperor to 
recal a servant whom he had abandoned with re- 
gret, the ambition of John of Cappadocia was 
reduced to the humble duties of the sacerdotal 
profession. His successors convinced the sub- 
jects of Justinian, that the arts of oppression 
might still be improved by experience and in- 
dustry; the frauds of a Syrian banker were in- 
troduced into the administration of the finances; 
and the example of the prefect was diligently 
copied by the questor, the public and private 
treasurer, the governors of provinces, and the 
principal magistrates of the Eastern empire™. 

9 The chronology of Procopius is loose and obscure; but with 
the aid of Pagi I can discern: that John was appointed Pretorian 
preefect of the East in the year 530; that he was removed in Ja- 
nuary432—restored “before June 533—banished in 541—and re- 
called between June 548 and April 1, 549. -Aleman (p. 96, 97.) 


gives the list of his ten successors—a rapid series in a partof a 
single reign. 
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V. The edifices of Justinian were cemented CHA? 
with the blood and treasure of his people; but ee 
those stately structures appeared.to announce the Mis edif- 
prosperity of the empire, and actually displayed alkene 
the skill of their architects. Both the theory and 
practice of the arts which depend on ntsthematical 
science and mechanical power were cultivated under 
the patronage of the emperors; the fame of Archi- 
medes was rivalled by Proclus and Anthemius ; 
and if. their miracles had been related by intelli- 
gent spectators, they might now enlarge the specu- 
lations, instead of exciting the distrust, of philoso- 
phers. A tradition has prevailed, that the Roman 
fleet was reduced to ashes in the port of Syracuse 
by the burning-glasses of Archimedes“; and it is 
asserted, that a similar expedient was employed 
by Proclus to destroy the Gothic vessels in the 
harbour of Constantinople, and to. protect his 
benefactor Anastasius against the bold enterprise 
of Vitalian’. A: machine was fixed on the walls 
of the city, consisting of an hexagon mirror of 
polished brass, with many smaller: and moveable 
polygons to receive and reflect the rays of the 
meridian sun; and a consuming flame was darted, 


95 "This conflagration is hinted by Lucian (in Hippia, ¢. 2) and 
Galen’ (1. iii, de Temperamentis, tom. i. p:.81. edit. Basil.) im the 
second century. A thousand years afterwards, it is positively 
affirmed by Zonaras (1. ix. p. 424.) om the faith of Dion Cassius, 
by Tzetzes (Chiliad ii,-119, &e.), Eustathius (ad Iliad. E. 338.), 
and the scholiast of Lucian. See Fabricius (Bibliot. Gree. 1. iii. . 
c. 22. tom. il. p.551, 552.), to whom [ am more or less indebted 
for several of these quotations. 

98 Zonaras (I. xiv. p. 55.) affirms the fact, without quoting any, 
evidence. 
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to. the distance, perhaps, of two hundred, feet”. 

The truth of these two extraordinary facts is in- 
validated by the silence of the most authentic 
historians; and the use of burning-glasses was 
never adopted in the attack or defence of places” 

Yet the admirable experiments of a French 
philosopher ” have demonstrated the possibility of 
such a mirror; and, since it is possible, I'am more 
disposed to attribute the art to the greatest mathe- 
maticians of antiquity, than to give the merit of 
the fiction to the idle fancy ofa monk or a sophist. 
According to another story, Proclus applied sul- 
phur to the destruction of the Gothic fleet; in 
2 modern imagination, the name of ‘sulphur is 
instantly connected with the suspicion of gun- 
powder, and that suspicion is propagated by the 
secret arts of his disciple Anthemius’’. A citi- 


97 Tzetzes describes the artifice of these burning-glasses, which 
hc had read, perhaps with. no learned eyes, in a mathematical 
treatise of Anthemius. That treatise, asp: wapatoEws pnyavnpatn, 
has been-lately published, translated, and illustrated, by M. Du- 
puys,.a scholar and a mathematician (Memoires de Academie 
des Inscriptions, tom. xlii. p. 392—~451.). ee 

(98 In the: Blege of Syracuse, by the silence of Polybius, Plutarch, 
Livy ; in the siege of Constantinople, by that of. eascet nae and 
all the contemporaries of the vith century. 

,99 Without any previous knowledge of Tzetzes, or r Anthemius, 
the immiortal Buffon imagined and executed a set of burning- 
glasses, with which he could inflame planks at the distanee:of 200 
feet (Supplement a Hist. Naturelle, tom. i. p. 399—483. quarto 
edition). What mirdcles would ‘not his genius have performed for 
the public service, with royal expence, and in the aed sun of 
Constantinople or Syracuse ? ; 

100 John Malala (tom. ii. p- 120—124.) ieee fie fick: but 7 . 
seems to confound the names or persons of Proclus and Marinus. 

101 Agathias, l- v. p. 149—152. The merit of Anthentius as 
an architect is loudly praised . by Procopius (de a 1. i. e. 1.),: 


and Paulus Silentiarius aly i. 134, &c.). 
ig g66 007 
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acu of ,Tralles in Asia had five sons, who were all 
distinguished in their respective professions by 
merit and success. Olympius excelled in the 
knowledge and practice of the Roman jurispru- 
dence. Dioscorus and Alexander became learned 
physicians; but the skill of the former was exer- 
cised for the benefit of his fellow-citizens, while 
his more ambitious brother acquired ‘wealth and 
reputation at Rome. The fame of Metrodorus 
the grammarian,. and of Anthemius che mathe- 
matician and architect, reached the ears of the 
emperor Justinian,. who invited them to Con- 
stantinople ; and while the ‘one instructed the 
rising generation in’ the schools of eloquence, the 
other filled the capital and provinces with more 
lasting monuments of his art. In a trifling dis- 
pute relative to the walls or windows of their 
contiguous houses, he had been vanquished by the 
eloquence of his neighbour Zeno; but the orator 
was defeated in his turn by the master of mecha- 
nics, whose malicious, though harmless, stratagems 


are darkly represented by the ignorance of Aga-. 


thias. In a lower room, Anthemius arranged 
several vessels or cauldrons of water, each of them 
covered by the wide bottom of a leathern tube, 
which rose to a narrow top, and was artificially 
conveyed among the joists and rafters of the ad- 
jacent building. . A fire was kindled bencath the 
cauldron ; the steam of the boiling water ascended 
through the tubes; the house was shaken by the 
efforts of imprisoned air, and its trembling in. 
habitants might wonder that the city was uncon- 


scious of the ‘earthquake which they had felt.. At. 
another time, the friends of Zeno, as they sat at 
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cHAP. table, were dazzled by the i intolerable light which 
XL. flashed in their cyes from the reflecting murrors 
of Anthemius; they were astonished by the noise 

which he produced from the collision of certain 

minute and sonorous particles; and the orator dc- 

clared in tragic style to. the senate, that a mere 

mortal must yield to the power of an. antagonist, 

who shook the earth with the trident of Neptune, 

and imitated the thunder and lightning of Jove 
himself. The genius of Anthemius and his col- 

‘league Isidore the Milesian, was. cxcited and 
employed by a prince, whose taste for architecture 

had degenerated into a mischievous and costly 
passion. His favourite architects submitted their 

designs and difficulties to Justinian, and discreetly, 
confessed how much their laborious meditations 

were surpassed, by the’ intuitive knowledge or ce- 

lestial inspiration of an emperor, whose views were 

. always directed to the benefit of his people, the 

glory of his reign, and the salvation of his soul ™. 

Founda- The principal church, which was dedicated by 
tion of the the founder of Constantinople to Saint Sophia, or 
StSophia. the eternal wisdom, had been twice destroyed by 
fire; after the exile of John Chrysostom, and 

during the Nika of the blue and green factions. 

.No sooner did the tumult subside, than the Chris- 

tian populace deplored their sacrilegious rash- 

ness; but they might have rejoiced in the cala- 


102 See Procopius (de Edificiis, |. i. c. 1,2. 1. ii.c. 3.). He relates 
a coincidence of dreams which supposes some fraud in Justinian 
‘or his architect. They both saw, in a vision, the same plan for 
pstopping an inundation at Dara. A stone-quarry near Jerusalem 
_ was revealed 1o the emperor (I. v. c. 6.) : an angel was tricked into 
the perpetual custody of St. Sophia (Anonym. de Antiq. ©. P: 
I. iv. p. ie 
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mity, had they foreseen the glory of the new tem- 
ple, which at the end of forty days was strenuously 
undertaken by the piety of Justinian“. The 
ruins were cleared away, a more spacious plan was 
described, and as it required the consent of some 
proprietors of ground, they obtained the most 
exorbitant terms from the eager desires and timo-. 
rous conscience of the: monarch. Anthemius 
formed the design; and his genius directed the 
hands of ten thousand workmen, whose pwyment 
in pieces of fine silver was never delayed beyond 
the evening. The emperor himself, clad in a 
linen tunic, surveyed each day their rapid pro- 
gress, and encouraged their diligence by his fa- 
miliarity, his zeal, and his rewards. The new 
cathedral of St. Sophia was consecrated by the 
patriarch, five years, eleven months, and ten 
days from the first foundation ; and in the midst 
of the solemn festival, Justinian exclaimed with 


tos Ainong the crowd of ancients and moderns who have ccle- 
brated the edifice of St. Sophia, I shall distinguish and follow, 4 
Four original spectators and historians : Procopius (dg Idific. |. i. 
c. 1.), Agathias (1. y. p. 152, 153.), Paul Silentiarius (in a pocm 
of 1026 hexameters, ad caleem Annz Comnen. Alexiad.), and 
Evagrius (1. iv.c.31.). 2. Two legendary Greeks of a later period : 
“George Codinus (de Origin. C. P. p. 64—74.), and the anonymous 
writer of Banduri (Imp. Orient. tom. i. 1. iv. p,65—80. 3. The 
great Byzantine antiquarian, Ducange (Comment. ad Paul Silen- 
tiar. p. 525—5g8. and C. P. Christ. |. iii. p. 5-—78.). 4. T'wo French 
travellers—the one Peter Gyllius (de Topograph. C. P. J. ii. c. 3, 
4.) in the xvith; the other, Grelot (Voyage de C. P. p. 95—164. 
Paris, 1680, in 4to): he has given plans, prospects, and inside-views 
of St. Sophia; and his plans, though on a sinaller scale, appear 
more correct than those of Ducange. I have adopted and reduced 
the measures of Grelot: but as no Christian can now ascend the 
dome, the height is borrowed from Evagrius, compared with Gyl- 
‘lius, Greaves, and the Oriental Geographer. 
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cHap. devout vanity; “Glory be to God, wh hath 
cries thought me worthy to accomplish SO great a 
“ work; I have vanquished thee, O Solomon ™?” 
But the pride of the Roman Solomon, before 
twenty years had elapscd, was humbled by an 
earthquake, which overthrew the eastern part of 
the dome. Its splendour was again restored by 
- the: perseverance of the same prince; and in the 
thirty-sixth year of his reign, Justinian celebrated 
the second dedication of a temple, which remains, 
after twelve centuries, a stately monument of his 
fame. The architecture of St. Sophia, which is 
now converted into the principal mosch, ‘has been 
imitated by the Turkish ‘sultans, and that venc- 
rable pile continues to excite the fond admiration 
of the Greeks, and the more rational curiosity of 
Deserip- European travellers. The eve of the spectator is 
mee ‘disappointed by ‘an irregular prospect of half- 
'  @omes and shelving roofs: the western front, the 
principal -apptoach, is destitute of simplicity and 
magnificence: and the scale of dimensions has 
been much surpassed by several:of the Latin ca- 
thedrals. But the architect who first erected an 
aerial cupola, is entitled to, the praise of bold 
| “design: and skilful execution. The dome of Sts 
“Sophia, illuminated by four-and-twenty windows, 
-is‘formed with so small a curve, that the depth is 
equal only to ae of its diameter; the méa- 


104 Solamon’s Aauple ‘was sutrounded with eourts, porticoes, 
écc,; but the proper structure of the house of God was no more 
‘if we take the Egyptian or Hebrew cubit at 22 inches) thari 65 

 3-feet: in height,” 362 in breadth, and 110 in length—a ¢mall parish 
church, says Prideaux (Connection, vol. i. p. 144. folio) ; but.few 
satictuaries could be valued at four or five millions stefling! 


_ OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


119 


sure of that diameter is one hundred and fifteen cyap. 


feet, and the lofty centre, where a crescent has = 
supplanted the cross, rises to the perpendicular 
height of one hundred and eighty feet above the . 


pavement. The circle which’ encompasses the 
dome, lightly reposes on four strong arches, and 
their weight is firmly supported by four massy 
piles, whose strength is assisted op the northern 
and southern sides by four columns of Egyptian 
granite. A Greek cross, inscribed in a quadrangle, 
represents the form of the edifice; the exact breadth 
is two hundred and forty-three feet, and two hun- 
dred and sixty-nine may be assigned for the extreme 
length from the sanctuary in the east to the nine 
western doors which open into the vestibule, and 
from thence into the narthex or exterior portico. 
That portico was the humble station of the peni- 
tents. ‘The nave or body of the church was filled 
by the congregation of the faithful; but the two 
sexes were prudently distinguished, and the upper 
and lower galleries were allotted for the more pri- 
vate devotion of the women. Beyond the northern 
and southern piles, a balustrade, 'ternfinated on 
either side by the thrones of the emperor and the 
patriarch, divided the nave from the choir: and the 
space, as far’ as the steps of the altar, was occupied 
by theclergy and singers. ‘The altar itself, a name 


which insensibly became familiar to Christian ears, - 


was placed in the eastern recess, artificially built in 
the form of a demi-cylinder; and this sanctuary 
communicated by several doors with the sacristy, 
the vestry, the baptistery, and the contiguous 
buildings, ay Drerviens either to the: pomp | of wor- 
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cuap. ship, or the private use of the ecclesiastical minis- 


AL. 


Marbles. 


; | blacitedges. Besides the Proconnesian, which formed the pavement ; 


ters. ‘The memory of past’ calamities inspired 
Justinian with a wise resolution, that no wood, ex- 
cept fer the doors, should be admitted into the new 
edifice; and the choice of the. materials was ap- 
plied ‘to the strength, the lightness, or the splen- 
dour of the respective parts. The solid piles which 
sustained the cupola were composed of huge blocks 
of freestoie, hewn into squares and triangles, for- 
tified by circles.of iron, and firmly cemented by the 
infusion of lead and quicklime: but the weight of 
the cupola was.diminished by the levity of its sub- 


stance, which consists either of pumice-stone that 


floats in the water, or of bricks from the isle of 
Rhodes, five times less ponderous than the ordinary 
sort. - The whole frame of the edifice was construc- 
ted of brick; but. those base materials were con- 
cealed by a crust of marble; and the inside of St. 
Sophia, the cupola, the two larger, and the six 


‘smaller, semi-domes, the walls, the hundred co- 


lumns, arid the pavement, delight even the eyes of 
Barbarians, with a rich and variegated picture. 
A poet" who beheld the primitive lustre of 
St. Sophia, enumerates the colours, the shades, 


‘06 Paul Silentiarius, in dark and poetic language, describes the 


‘ various-stones and marbles that were employed in the edifice of St. 
“Sophia (P. ii. P 129. 133, &e, &c.): 1. The Carystian—pale, with 


iron veins. 2. The Phrygian—-of two sorts, both of a rosy hue ; 
the one with | a white shade, the other purple, with silver flowers. 
3: The Porphyry of Egypt—with small stars. 4. The green marble 
of. Lacqnia. 5. The Carian—from Mount Iassis, with oblique 
veins, white and red. 6. The Lydian-—pale, with a red flower. ' 


. 7. The African, or “Mauritanian—of a gold or saffron hue. 8. The 


black, with white veins. 9, ‘The Bosphoric--whitc, with 


; 


Thessatian, Molossian, &c. which are less distinctly punted: 
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and the spots of ten or twelve marbles, jas- 
pers, and porphyries, which nature had profusely 
diversified, and which were blended and _ con- 
trasted as it were by a skilful painter. . The tri- 
umph of Christ was adorned with the last: spoils 


of Paganism, but the greater part of these costly 


stones was extracted from the quarrics of Asia 
Minor, the isles and continent of Greecc, Egypt, 
Africa, and Gaul. Eight columns of porphyry, 
which Aurelian had placed in the temple of the 
sun, were offered by the piety of a Roman ma- 
tron; eight others of green marble were presented 
by the ambitious zeal: of the magistrates of Ephc- 
sus: both are admirable by their size and beauty, 
but every order of architecture disclaims thcir 
fantastic capitals. A variety of ornaments and 
figures was curiously expressed in mosaic; and 
the images of Christ, of the Virgin, of saints, and 
of angels, which have been defaced by Turkish 
fanaticism, were dangerously exposed to the super- 
stition of the Greeks. According to the sanctity 
of each object, the precious metals were distri- 


buted in thin leaves or in solid- masses. The 


balustrade of the choir, the capitals of the pillars, 
the ornaments of the doors and galleries, were 
of gilt bronze; the spectator was dazzled by the 
glittering aspect of the cupola; the sanctuary 
contained forty thousand pound weight of silver; 
and the holy vases and vestments of the altar 
were of the purest gold, enriched with inestimable 
gems. Before the structure of the church had 

risen two cubits above the ground, forty-five 
. thousand two hundred pounds were already con- 
sumed; and the whole expence amounted to 
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three hundred and twenty thousand: each -reader, 
according to the measure of his belief, may estimate 
their value either in gold or silver; but the sum 
of one million sterling is the result of the lowest 
computation. A magnificent temple is a laudable 


_ monument of national taste and religion,. and the 


enthusiast who entered the dome of St. Sophia, 


might be tempted to suppose that it was the resi- 


dence, or even the workmanship, of the Deity. 


‘Yet how dull is the artifice, how insignificant is 


the labour, if it be compared with the formation of 


the vilest insect that crawls upon the surface of the 


temple! , 

So minute a description of an edifice which time 
has respected, may attest the truth, and excuse the 
relation, of the innumerable works, both in the ca- 
pital and provinces, which Justinian constructed on 
a smaller scale and.less durable foundations'’”. In 
Constantinople alone, and:the adjacent suburbs, he 
dedicated twenty-five churches to the honour. of 
Christ, the Virgin, and the saints: -most of these 
churches were decorated with marble and gold; 
and their various situation was skilfully chosen in 
a populous square, or a pleasant grove; onthe mar- 
gin of the: sea-shore, or on some lofty eminence 


which overlooked the continents of Europe and 
‘Asia. The church of the Holy Apostles, at Con- 


106 The six books of the Edifices of Procopius are: ‘thus distri- 


buted: the first is confined to Constantinople; the secondincludes 
‘Mesopotamia and Syria; the ¢hird, Armenia and the Euxine ; the 


fourth, Europe; the fifth, Asia Minor and Palestine; the ‘nail: 
Egypt and Africa. Italy is forgot hy the emperor or the historian, 


' who published this work of euulanen before the date ¢ A.D, 555.) . 


of its.final conquest. ; - oy 
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stantinople, and that of St. John at Ephesus, ap- 
pear to have been framed on the same model: their 
domes aspired to imitate the cupolas of St. Sophia; 
but the altar was more judiciously placed under the 
centre of the dome, at the junction of four stately 
porticoes, which more accurately expressed the figure 
of the Greek cross. ‘The Virgin of Jerusalem might 
exult in the temple erected by her Imperial votary 
on a most ungrateful spot, which afforded neither 
- ground nor materials to the architect. A level was 
formed, by raising part of a deep valley to the 
height of the mountain. The stones of a neigh- 
bouring quarry were hewn into regular forms; 
~ each block was fixed on a peculiar carriage drawn 
by forty of the strongest oxen, and the roads were 
wideged for the passage of such enormous weights. 
Lebanon furnished her loftiest cedars for the tim- 
bers of the church; and. the seasonable discovery 
of a vein of red marble, supplied its beautiful 
columns, two’ of which, the supporters of the 
exterior portico, were esteemed the largest in the 
world. The pious munificence of the emperor 
was diffused-over the Holy Land; and if reason 
should condemn the monasteries of both sexes 
which were built“or restored by: Justinian, yat 
charity must applaud the wells which he sunk, 
and the héspitals which he founded, for the relief 
of the weary pilgrims. The schismatical temper 
of Egypt was ill-entitled to the royal bounty ; but 
in Syria and Africa some remedics were applied 
to the disasters of wars and earthquakes,’ atid 

| both Carthage and Antioch, emerging. from their 
. yuins, might revere the name of’ their -gracious 
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benefactor’”. Almost every saint in the calendar 
acquired the honours of a temple ; almost every city 
of the empire obtained the solid advantages of 
bridges, hospitals, and aqueducts ; but the severe li- 
berality of the monarch disdained to indulge his sub- 


jects in the popular luxury of baths and theatres. 


While Justinian laboured for the public scrvice, 
he was not unmindful of his own dignity and case. 
The Byzantine palace, which had been damaged by 
the conflagration, was restored ‘with new maguifi- 
cence; and some notion may be conceived of the 
whole edifice, by the vestibule or hall, which, from 
the doors perhaps, or the roof, was surnamed chalce, 
or the brazen. Thedome of a spacious quadrangle 
was supported by massy pillars; the pavement and 
walls were incrusted with many-coloured mgftbles 
—the emerald green of Laconia, the fiery red, and 
the white Phrygian stone intersected with veins 
of.a sea-green hue: the mosaic paintings of the 
dome and sides represented the glories of the 
African and Italian triumphs. On the Asiatic 
shore of the Propontis, at a small distance to 
the east of Chalcedon, the costly | palace -and 
gardens of Hereum"” were prepared for the 
summer residence of Justinian, and more espe- 
cially of ‘Theodora. The poets of the age have 
celebrated the rare alliance of nature and art, 
107 Justinian once gave forty-five centenaries of gold (180,000/.) 
for the repairs of «Antioch after the earthquake (John Malala, tom. 
ii. p. 146—149.). 
_ 8 For the Hereumn, the palace of Theodora, see Gyllius (de 
Bosphoro Thracio, I. iii. c.xi.), Aleman (Not. ad Anec. p. 80, 81. 


who quotes sereral epigrams of the Anthology), and Ducange (C. 
P. Chaist, |. iv. c. 13: p. 175, 176.). 


o 
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the harmony of the nymphs of the groves, the CHAP. 
= fountains, and the waves ; yet the crowd of at- ee 

tendants who followed the court complained of 

their inconvenient lodgings”, and the nymphs 

were too often alarmed by the.famous Porphyrio, 

a whale of ten cubits in breadth, and thirty in 

length, who was stranded at the mouth of the 

river Sangaris, after he had infested more than 

half a century the seas of Constantinople ””. 

The fortifications of Europe and hes were Fortitic:. 
multiplied by Justinian; but the repetition of erone. 
those timid and fruitless precautions exposes to a 
philosophic eye the debility of the empire’. From 
Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux of the 
Save to. the mouth of the Danube, a chain of 
above fourscore fortified places was extended along 
the banks of the great river. Single watch-towers 
were changed into spacious citadels; vacant walls, 
which the engineers contracted or enlarged ac- 
cording to the nature’ of the ground, were filled 
with colonies or garrisons; a strong fortress dc- 
fended the ruins of Trajan’s bridge “’, and several 


109 Compare, in the Edifices (1. i.c. 11.) and in the Anecdotes (c. 
8. 15.), the different styles of adulation and malevolence : stript of 
the paint, or cleansed from the dirt, the olyject appears to be the same. 

110 Procopius, I. viii. 29. ; most probably a stranger and wandcrer, 
as the Mediterranean does not breed whales. Balzenz quoque in 
nostra maria penetrant’ (Plin. Hist. Natur. ix. 2.). Between the - 
polar circle and the tropic, the cetaceous arfimals of the ocean grow 
to the length of 50, 80, of 100 feet (Hist. des Voyages, tom. xv. 
p- 289. Pennant’s British Zoolagy, vol. iii. p. 35.). 

111 Montesquieu observes (tom. iti. p. 503. Considerations sur 
la Grandeur et la Decadence des Romains, c. xx.) that Justinian’s 
empire was like France in the time of the Norman inroads—never 
so weak as when every village was fortified: . 

ome Procopius affirms (1. iv. c. 6.) that the Danube was onped: 
by the ruins of the bridge. Had Apollodorus, the architect, 
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_ military stations affected to spread beyond the 
Danube the pride of the Roman name. But 
that name was divested of its. terrors; the Bar- 
barians, in their annual inroads, passed, and con- 
temptuously repassed, before these useless bulwarks; 
and the inhabitants of the frontier, instead of 
reposing under the shadow of the general defence, 
were compelled to guard, with incessant vigilance, 
their separate habitations. The solitude of an- 
cient cities was replenished ; the new foundations 
of Justinian acquired, perhaps too hastily, the 
epithets of impregnable and populous; and the 
auspicious place of his own nativity attracted the 
grateful reverence of the vainest of princes. Un- 
der the name of Justiniana prima, the obscure 
village of 'Tauresium became the seat of an arch- 
bishop and a prefect, whose jurisdiction extended 
over seven warlike provinces of Hlyricum ™ ; and 
the corrupt appellation of Giustendil still indi- 
cates; about twenty miles to the south of Sophia, 


the residence of a Turkish sanjak *““. For the 


left a description of his own work, the fabulous wonders of Dion 

Cassius (1. Ixviii. p. 1129.) would have been corrected by the 
genuine picture. Trajan’s bridge consisted of twenty or twenty- 
two stone piles with wooden arches; the river is shallow, the 
current gentle, and the whole interval no more than 443 (Reimar 
ad Dion. from Marsigli) or 515 totses Salata ha Geographie Ar- 


. clenne, tom. 1. p. 305.). 


113 Of the two Dacias, Mediterranea and Ripensis, Dardania,. 
Preevalitana, the second Masia, and the second Macedonia. See 
Justinian (Novell. xi.), who speaks of his castles beyond the 
Danube, and of homines semper bellicis sudoribus inherentes. 

114 See D’Anville (Memoires de l’Academie, &c. tom. xxx1. p. 
289, -290.), Rycaut (Present State of the Turkish Empire, p. 97- 
adG.), Marsigl (Stato Militare del Imperio Ottomano, p. 130.). 
The sanjak of Giustendil is one of the twenty under the ee 
of Rumelia » and his district maintains 48 saims and 588 timariots. 
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use of the emperor’s countrymen, a cathedral, a CHAP. 
\palace, and an aqueduct, were speedily constructed; 2" 


the public and private edifices were adapted to the 
greatness of a royal city; and the strength of the 
walls resisted, during the life-time of Justinian, 
the unskilful assaults of the Huns and Sclavonians. 
Their progress was sometimes retarded, and their 
hopes of ragfne were disappointed, by the in- 
numerable castles, which, in the provinces of 
Dacia, Epirus, Thessaly, Macedonia, and ‘Thrace, 
appeared to cover.the whole face of the country. 
Six hundred of these forts were built or repaired 
by the emperor ; but it seems reasonable to believe, 
that the far greater part consisted only of a stone 
or brick tower, in the midst of a square or circular 
area, which was surrounded by a wall and ditch, 
and afforded in a moment of danger some protec- 
tion to the peasants and cattle of the neighbouring 
villages”. Yet these military works, which ex- 
hausted the public treasure, could not remove thé 
just apprehensions of Justinian and his Kuropean 
subjects. ‘The warm baths of Anchialus in Thrace 
were rendered as safe as they were salutary ; but 
the rich pastures of Thessalonica were ' foraged 
by the Scythian cavalry; the delicious vale of 
Tempe, three hundred miles from the Danube, 


was continually alarmed by the sound of war”; 


and no unfortified spot, however distant or soli- 


115 These fortifications may be compared to the castles in Mingretia : 
(Chardin, Voyages en Perse, tom. i. p, 60. 131.)—a natural picture. 


116 The valley of Tempe is situate along the river Peneus, 
between the hills of Ossa and Olympus. it is only five miles long; 
and in some places no more than 120 feet in breadth. Its verdant 
beauties are elegantly described by Pliny (Fist. Natur. 1.av. 15.), 
‘and more diffusely by’ /Elian (Hist. Var. 1. iit, ¢. 1). 
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CHAP. tary, could securely enjoy the. blessings of. peace. 


The streights of 'Thermopyle, :whkich: seemed to “ 
‘protect, but which had. so often betrayed, the 
safety of Greece, -were diligently strengthened by 
the labours of Justinian. From the edge. of the 
sea-shore, through the forests and vallies, and as 
far as the summit of the Thessalian,;mountains, a 
stroug wall..was continued, which skkopicd every 
practicable entrance. Instead.of an hasty crowd 
of peasants, a garrison of two thousand soldiers 
was stationed along the rampart ; granaries of corn, 
and reservoirs of water, were provided for their 
use ;.and bya precaution that inspired the coward- 
ie which it foresaw, convenient ‘fortresses were 
erected for their retreat. The. gwalls of Corinth, 


overthrown by an: earthquake, and the mouldering 


bulwarks of: Athens and Platea, were carefully 
restored ; ‘the. Barbarians were discouraged by the 
prospect of: successive and painful sieges; and the 
Naked cities of Pelbponnesus were covered by the 
fortifications: of the ‘isthmus of: Corinth. At the 
extremity -of Europe, another peninenia, the ‘Phre- 
cian’ :Chersonesus; runs three days journey‘into the 
sea; to form, with. the. adjacent. shores of Asia; the 
streights df the ‘Hellespont. «Tlie intervals’ be- 
tween eleven’ populous. towns: ‘were filled. by lofty 
woods, fair pastures, and arable.Jands; and ‘the 
isthmus, of thirty-seven: stadia. or: furlongs,’ had 


been fortified by a Spartan general nine hundred 


years before the reign‘ of Justinian-’’.. In an age 


-#¥t Xenophon Hellenic. 1. iii.¢. 2. After a long’ and tedious 


_epttyersation with the Byzantine declaimers; how refreshing is 


the” sruth, the simplicity, the elegance of an Attic writer! 
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of freedom and valour, the slightest rampart may 


.prevent a surprise; and Procopius appears insen- | 


sible of the superiority of ancient times, while he 
praises the solid construction and double parapet 
’ of a wall, whose long arms stretched on either side 
~ into the sea; but whose strength was deemed in- 
sufficient to guard the Chersonesus, if each «city, 
and particularly Gallipoli and Sestus, had net been 
secured by their peculiar fortifications. Phe long 
wall, as it was emphatically styled, was a work as 
‘disgraceful in the object, as it was respectable in 
the execution. The riches of a capital diffuse 
themselves over the neighbouring country, and the 
territory of Constantinople, a paradise of nature, 
was adorned with the luxurious gardens and villas 
of the scnators and opulent citizens. ' But their 
wealth served only to attract the bold and rapa- 
cious Barbarians; the noblest of the Romans, in 
the bosom of peaceful indolence, were led away 
into Scythian captivity, and their sovereign miglit 
view, from his palace, the hostile flames which 
were insolently spread to the gates of the Imperial 
city. At the distance only of forty miles, Ana- 
stasius was coustrained to establish a last frontier ; 
his long wall, of sixty miles from the Propontis to 
the Euxine, proclaimed the impotence of his arms ; 
and as the danger became more imminent, new 


fortifications were added by the indefatigable 


prudence of Justinian ™”. 


Asia Minor, after the submission of the Tain: 


118 Sce the long wall in Evagrius (1. iv. ¢. 38.). This whole 
article is drawn from the fourth book of the Edifices, except 
-Anchialus (1. iit. ¢. 7.). 
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rians", remained without enemies and without 


fortifications. Those bold savages, who had dis- 


thecon-* dained to be the subjects of Gallienus, persisted 


uest of 
sauria. 


_ two hundred and thirty years.in a life of indepen- 


dence and rapine.. The most successful princes 
respected the strength of the mountains and the 
despair of the natives; their fierce spirit was some- 
times soothed with gifts, and sometimes restrained 
by terror; and 2 military count, with threc legions, 
fixed hig permanent, and ignominious station in 
the. heart‘ of the, Roman provinces”. But no 
sooner was the vigilance of power relaxed ot 
diverted, than the light-armed squadrons descended 
from the hills, and invaded the peaceful plenty of. 
Asia.“* Although the Isaurians were, not remark- - 
able for ‘stature or bravery, want rendered them 
boli, and experience migde them skilful in the 


exercise of, predatory war. They advanced with 


secrecy ‘and speed:to the attack of villages and 
defonceless towns;, their flying parties have some- 
times touched the Hellespont, the Enuxine, and 
the gates of Tarsus, Antioch, or Damascus” ; and 
the spoil was lodged in their inaccessible miouin aan 
before the Roman troops had-received their orders, 
or the distant province had computed its loss. 


119 Turn back to vol. i. p. 454. In the course of ehis histary, I 
have sometimes nientioned, and much ‘oftener slighted, the hasty 
inroads of the aad which were not attended with any con-” 
sequences, 

120 Trebellitis Pollio in Hist. August. 'p. 107. who lived ‘under 
Diocletian, or Constantine. See; likewise Pancirolus ad Notit. Imp. 
Orient, c. 115. 141. See Cod. Theodos. 1. ix. tit. 35. leg. 37. with 


. a cdpiaus collective Annotation of Godefroy, tom. iii. p. 256, 257. 


- 181 See the full and wide extent of their inroads in Philostorgius 


= (Hist. Eccles, J. xd. g 8. ), with Godefroy’s learned Dissertations. 
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.. The guilt of rebellion and robbery ‘excluded them 
"Krom the rights of national enemies; and the ma- 
gistrates were insttucted, by an edict, that the trial 
or punishment of an Isaurian, even’on the festival 
of Easter, was a meritorious act of justice and 
piety*.. If the captives were condemncd to do- 


mestie slavery, they maintained, with their sword | 


or dagger,. the private: ‘quarrel of thcir masters; 
and it was found expedient for the public tran- 
quillity, to prohibit the scrvice of such dangerous 


retainers. When their countryman Tarcalissaus 
or Zeno ascended the throne, he invited a faithful © 


and formidable band of Isaurians, who insulted 
the court and city, and were rewarded by an an- 
nual tribute of five thousand pounds of gold. But 


the hopes of fortune depopulated the mountains, 


luxury enervated the hardiness of thcir minds and 
bodies, and in proportion as they mixcd with man- 
kind, they became less qualified for’the enjoyment, 
of poor and solitary freedom. After the death of 
Zeno, his successor. Anastasius suppressed their 
pensions, exposed their persons to the revenge of 


the people, banished them from Constantinople, | 


and prepared to sustain a war, which left only the 


alternative of victory or servitude. A brother of 


the last emperor: usurped the title of Augustus, 
his cause was powerfully supported by the arms, 
the treasures, and the magazmes, collected by Zeno; 
and the native Isaurians must have formed the 


smallest portion of the hundred and fifty thousand’ 


1£2°Cod. Justinian. |. ix. tit. 12. leg. 10.:, The punishments are 
_ Severe—a fine of an hundred pounds of gold, degradation, and’even 
death. The public’ peace inight afford a pretence, Zeno was 
desirous of monopolizing the valour and serv ‘ge 8 of u ie. Lsaurians. 
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Barbarians under his standard, which was sanctified, r 
for the fist time, by. the presence’ of a fighting 


in the plains of’ Phrygia by the valour and dis- 
cipline of the Gotlis ; but a war of six years almost 
exhausted’ the courage of the emperor™.‘ -The 
Isaurians“retired: to their, mountains; their for- 
trésses ‘were successively besieged and ruined; 
their communication with the sea was intercepted ; 
the bravest of their leaders dicd in-arms; the sur- 
viving chiefs, before.their cxecution, were dragged 
in chains through the hippedrome; a colony of 
their youth was transplanted into Thrace, and the 
yemmant of the people submitted to the Roman 
government.. : Yet some generations elapsed. be- 
fore their minds ‘were reduced to the level of 
slavery. The populous villages of Mount Taurus 
were filled: with horsemen and! archers; they re- 
sisted the imposition of tributes, but they recruited 
the armies of Justinian; and his civil magistrates, 
the proconsul of Cappadocia, the count of. Isauria, 
tnd the’, pretors of Lycaonia ‘and Pisidia, . were 
invested with military powcr to restrain the licen- 
tious practice of rapes and assassinations‘. 


123 The Isaurian war and the triumph of Anastasius are briefly 
and darkly represented by John Malala (tom. i. p. 106, 107.), 
Evaprius (1. iti, ¢. 35.), Theophanes (p. 1 ie and the 
Chronicle of Marcellinus. 

19% Fortes ea regio (says Justinian) viros habet, nec in ullo differt 
-ah. Isauria, though Procopius (Persie. 1. i. c. 18.) marks an essential 
-difference between their military character; yet in former times 


_ the Lycaonians.and Pisidians had defended their liberty against the 


great king (Xenophon. Anabasis, |. iii. c. 2.). Justinian introtluces 


_, odme false. and. ridiculous erudition of the ancient empire: of the 
‘ Pisidians, and of Lycaon, who, after visiting-Rome (long before 
 #Eneas), gaye apame and | peapleto Ly caonia (Novell. 24, 25. 97.30.), 


qu 
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Ewe extend our view from. the..tropre. to the eu AP. 


tmonth‘vf:the Tanais, we may observe,-on one hand, 


the-precautions of; Justinian. ‘to eurb the savages of eset 


Ethiopia’, and on the ether, the long walls-which 
he constructed in Grime for the protection of his 
friendly Goths, a eolony of.-three thousand shep- 
herds and warriors’. ..From that peninsula. tp 
Trebizond, the eastern curve of the Euxine was 
secured: by forts, by alliance, or by religion: and 
. the posscssion of Lazica, the Colchos of ancient, 
the Mingrelia of modern, geography, soon : became 
the object of an -important war. Trebizond, in 
after-times the seat of a.romantic empire, was in- 
debted to the liberality of Justinian for a church, 
an. aqueduct, and a castle, whose ditches are hewn 
in the solid rock. From that maritime. city, a 
frontier-line of five hundred. miles may be drawn 
to the fortress of Circesium, the last: Roman sta- 
tion on the Euphrates”. , Above Trebizond im- 
mediately, and five days journey.to the south, the 
country rises into dark forests and cragey.moun- 
‘tains, as savage though not so lofty as me Alps 


123 S. Procopius, ‘Dewie: ice: 19. The altar of ation al con- 
cord, of annual sacrifice’and oaths, which Diocfctian ‘hail erected 
in the Isle of Elephantine, was deinolished by Justinian with less 
policy than zeal. 

126 Procopius de Ldifietis; 1. iii. ¢. 7. Hist. 1. vill. c. ‘3, 4. These 
unambitious Goths had refused to follow fhe standard of Theodo- 
ric. As late as the xvth and xvith century, the name and nation 
might be discovered between Caffa and the Streights of Azeph 
(D’Anvillc, Mémoires del’Academie, tom. xxx. p. 2-40.). They'weil 
deserved the curidsity of Busbequius, (p.321—320.); but seettirto 
have vanished in the more recent account of the Missions da Le- 
vant (tom. i.),! Tot, Peyssonel, We. - ge 
2 17 Kor the geography and architecture of this Armenian:border, 
isee the: ae WwW ars and Edifiees att ii. ¢. em aa c. 2-7.) of 
Precopits,- - a ae 


tions of, , 
the em- 
pire, 

om the 
Emth to 
thePersian 
frontier. 
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CHAP. ‘a#id''the Pyrenees. . In this rigorous climate™, 
_ | XE. where the snows seldom melt, the fruits are tardy { 
_ ~~ and tasteless, even honey is. poisonous; the most 
industrious tillage would be confined to some plea- 
sant vallies; and -the pastoral ‘tribes obtained a 
scanty sustenance from. the flesh and milk of their 
cattle. The Chalybians’*.derived their name and . 
temper from the iron quality ofthe soil; and, since 
the days of Cyrus, they might produce, under the 
various.appellations of Chaldeans and Zanians, an 
uninterrupted prescription of war and rapine. Un- 
der the reign of Justinian, they acknowledged the 
god and the emperor of the Romans, and seven 
fortresses were built*in the most accessible passes, 
to exclude the ambition ef the Persian monarch". 
The principal source of the Euphrates descends 
from the,Chalybian mountains, and seems to flow 
‘towards the west and the Euxine; bending to the 


"128 The country iy described by Tournefort (Voyage au Levant, 
tom. iii. Icttre xvii. xvili.). That skilful botanist soon discovered the 
plant that infects the honey (Pkin. xxi. 44, 45.) he observes, that 
the soldiers of Lucullus might indeed be ,astonished at the cold, 
since, cven in the plain of Erzerum, snow sometimes falls in June, 
and the harvest is seldom finished before September. The hills of 
Armenia are ‘below the fortieth degree of ‘latitude; but in the 
‘mountainous country which I inhabit, it is well known that an 
_ascent of some hours carries the traveller from the climate of Lan- 
_guedoc to that of Norway: and a gencral theory has been introduced, 
‘that, under the line, an elevation of 2400 foises is equivalent to the 
‘ cold of the polar circle (Remond, Observations surjes Voyages de 
Goxe dans la Suisse, tom. ii. p. 104.). 
_ 129 The identity or proximity of the Chalybians, or Chaldeans, 
may be investigated in Strabo (I. xii. p. 825, 826.), Cellarius (Gco- 
draph. Antiq. tom. il. p. 202—-204.), and Freret (Mem. de l’Acade- 
mic, tom. iv,-p. 594.). Xenophon supposes, in his.rgmance (Gyro- 
ped. 1. iii.), the same Barbarians against whom he- had fought in 
his retreat (Anabasis, 1. iv.). . ty -— 


"330 Precopius, Petsic. |. i.c. 15: De Edifi¢, (1. lik ¢. 6. 
. é 7 
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south-west, the river pabses under the walls of Sa- on AP. 


; tala and’ Melitene,(which were restored by Justin- 
san as the bulwarks of the lesser Armenia), and 
gradually approaches the ‘Mediterrancan sea; till 
at length, repelled by Mount ‘Taurus i the Eu- 


phrates inclines his long and flexible course to the 


sonth-east and the Gulph of Persia. Among the 


Roman cities beyond the Eu rates, we distin- 


guish two recent foundations, which were named 
from Theodosius, and the relics of the martyrs ; 
and two capitals, Amida and Edessa, which are 
celebrated in the history of every age. Their 
strength was proportioned ‘by Justinian to the 
danger of their situation. A ditch and palisade 
might be sufficient to resist the.artless force of the 
civalry of Scythia; but more elaborate works were 
required to sustain a regular siege’ against the arms 
and treasures of the great king. His skilful engi- 
neers understood the methods of conducting deep 
‘mines, and of raising platforms ’to the level of the 
rampart; he shook the strongest battlements with 
his military engines, and sometimes advanced to the 
assault with a line of moveable-turrets on the backs 
of elephants. In the great cities of the East, the 
disadvantage of space, perhaps of position, was 


compensated by the zeul of the people, who seconded 


the garrison in the defence of their country and 
religion; and the fabulous promise of the Son of 


God, that Edessa should never be taken, filled tlie : 


131 NY Taurus obstet in nostra maria venturus (Pomponius Me- 
la, iii. 8.). Pliny, a poet as well as a naturalist (¥. 20.), personifies 
_ the river and mountain, and describes their combat., See the course 
. of the Tigris and Euphrates, in the excellent treatise of D'Anville. 
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vifizens with valiant confidence, and. chilled the 


besiegers: with doubt and dismay'”. The subordi-: 
nate towns of Armenia and Mesopotamia were 
diligently strengthened, and the posts which.ap- 
peared to‘have any command’of ground or water, 
were oceupied by numerous:-forts, substantially 
built of.stone,.or more hastily erected with. the 
obvious materials of earth and brick. The. eye 
of Justinian investigated every spot; and his 
cruel precautions.might attract the war into some 
lonely vale, whose peaceful natives, connected by 
trade and marriage, ‘were ignorant of national dis- 
cdrd:and the quarrels of princes. Westward ; of 
the Euphrates, a sandy desert extends above six 
hwndredmiles to the Red Sea. Nature had in+ 
terposed .a vacant solitude .between the ambition 
of two rival empires: the Arabians, till Mahomet 
arose, were forriidable only as robbers: and in the 
proud: security .of.peace, the. fortifications of Syria 
were néglected.on the most vulnerable side. 

, But the national enmity, at least the effects of 
that enmity, had been suspended by a truce, 
which continued above fourscore years. An am- 
bassador’ from ‘the emperor Zeno . accompanied 
the rash! and unfortunate Perozes, in his expedi- 
tion against the ‘Nepthalites or'white Huns, whose 
conquests had been stretched, from the Caspian to 
the heart of India, whose throne was enriched 
1a Pypcopius (Persie. l. ii. c. 12.) tells the story with the tone 
half sceptical, half superstitious, of Herodotus. The promise was 
not in the primitive lye of Eusebius, but dates at least from the year 
400 . and a third dye, the Veronica, was soon raised on the two for- 


mer (Kvagrius, liv. c. 27.).. As Edessa has becn taken, Tillemont 
aust disclaim the promise-(Men. Eccles. tom. 1. p. 362. 383. 017.). 
. - Bb: tee 1 
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with. emeralds" 8. and: -whose. cavalry. “- sae CHAP. 
‘ported-: by¥ 8. line ‘of: ¢wd: thousand elephants * Base Xk. ; 
The Persians were.twice circumvented, ‘in ‘a situs 
ation which ‘made. valour useless .and. flight- it 
possible; and the double victory of the Huns was 
atchieved by military-strategem. They dismissed 
their’ royal captive after “he had submitted ta 
adore the majesty of a Barbarian ; and the humili- 
ation was poorly evaded by the casuistical- subtilty: 
of the Magi, who instructed Perozes to direct 
his attention to the rising sun. The indignant 
successor of Cyrus. forgot his: danger and his 
gratitude; he renewed the’ attack with head- 
strong fury, and lest both his army and his life™. 
The death. of Perozes abandoned Persia’ to her 
foreign and. domestic enemies; and twelve — 


133 They were purchased from the merchants of ‘Adulis who 
traded to India (Cosmas, Topograph. Christ. I. xi. p. 339.); yet, ta 
the estimate of precious stones, the Scythjan emerald was the first, 
the Bactrian the second, the Aithiopian only the third (Hill? 
Theophrastus, p. G1. &c. 92.). The production, imines, &¢. of 
emeralds, are involved in darkness ; and it is doubtful whether we 
possess any of ‘the twelve sorts known to ‘the ancients (Goguct, 
Origine des Loix, &c. part ii. 1. ji. c. 2, art. 3.). In-this war the 
Huns got, or at least-Perozes lost, the. finest pear] in the world, of 
which Procopius relates a ridiculous fable. ' 

134 The Indo-Seythe continued to reign from the time of Augustais 
(Dionys. Perieget. 1088, -with the Commentary of Eystathins, in 
Iludson, Geograph. Minor. toni. iv.) to that of the elder Justin 
(Cosmas, Topograph. Chiist. 1, xi: p. 338, 339.). On ‘their origin 
and‘conquests, see D’Aaville (sar P Inde, p. 18. 45. &c. 69. 85. 89.). 
In the second century they were masters of Larice or Guzerat. 

135 Sce the fate of Phirouz or Perozes, and its consequences; in 
Procopius (Persic. I. i. c. 3—G.), who may be compared with the ~ 
fragments of Oriental history (D’Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient... 351. 
and Texeira, History of Persia, translated or abridged by Stephens, 
J. 1. ¢. 32. p. 132—138.). The ‘chronology is ably ascertairied by 
" Asseman (Bibliot. Orient. toui: ili. p. 390427.) Ys 
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£confusion elapsed befdre:his: son Cabades or 
‘Kobad could embrace: ‘ény : designs of ambition: 


The Per. 9¢ revenge. The unkind parsimony of sone 


sian bu, 


was the motive or pretence of-a Roman war*™ 


oc—sos. the Huns and Arabs marched under the Persian 


standard, and the fortificatiots of Armenia and 
Mesopotamia were, at that time, in a ruinous or 
imperfect condition. _The emperor returned his 


‘thanks:to the governor and people of Marty- 


ropolis, for the prompt surrender of a city which 
could net be successfully defended, and the con- 
flagration of Theodosiopolis might justify the 


¢onduct of their prudent neighbours. Ainida 
sustained a leng and destructive siege: at* the 


enil of ‘three months the loss of fifty thousand 


of the soldiers of Cabades was not balanced by 


arly prospect .of’ success, and ‘it was in vain that 
the Magi deduced a flattering prediction from 
the indecency ..of: the women on the ramparts, 


“who had revealed their most secret charms to the 


eycs of the assailants, At length, in a silent 
night, they ascended, the most accessible tower, 
which was guarded only by some monks, op- 
pressed, after the duties of a festival, with sleep 


‘and wine,» Scaling-ladders* were applied at the 


dawn of day; the presence: of: Cabades, his ‘stern 
command, and his drawn.sword, compelled the 
Porgians to vanquish ;. and ‘before it was sheathed, 


-fourséore thousand of the inhabitants. had cx- 


136 The Persian war, under the reigns of Anastasius and Justin, 
may be. evllected from Procopius (Persie. 1. i.c. 7, 8,9.), Theo- 
phanes: (in Chronograph. p. 124—127.), Evagrius (I. iti. c. 37. ). 
Marecllinus (in Chron. & 47.), and Josue Stylites (apad Asseman.: 
tom. i. p. 272—28 1.3. 
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piated -the blood of their companions. - After 


.the: siege of Amida,.the war continued three 


years, and the unhappy frontier tasted the full 
measure of its calamities. The gold of Anastasius 


was Offered -too late, the nutber of his troops — 


was defeated by the number of “their generals; 
the country was stripped of its inhabitants, and 
both the living and the dead were abandoned to 
the wild beasts of the desert. ‘The: resistance of 
Edessa, and the deficiency of spoil, inclined the 
mind of Cabades.to peace; he sold his conquests 


for an exorbitant price : and the same line, though | 


marked with slaughter. and devastation, ° still 
separated the two émpires. To: avert the repe- 
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tition of the same evils, Anastasius resolved to — 


found a new colony, so strong, that it should 
defy the power of the Persian, so far advanced 
towards Assyria, that its stationary troops might 
defend the province by the menace or operation 
of offensive war. ‘For this purpose, the town of 
Dara’”, fourteen miles from ~-WNisibis, and four 
days journey from the Tigris,'was peopled and 
adorned ; the hasty works of Anastasius were im- 
“proved by ‘the perseverance of Justinian; and 
without insisting on places less important, the 
fortifications of Dara~may represent the military 
architecture of the agé. -. The city was surrounded 
with two walls, and. the interval between them, 
of fifty paces, afforded a retreat. to the cattle of 


137. The description of Dara is amply and correctly siven by Pro- 
copius (Persie. |. i. c: 10.1. ii. ce. 13. De Edific. 1. dic. 1, 2, 8s f tit. 
c. 5.). See'the situation in D’Anville (?Euphrate ct te Tigre, p. 53, 


- 24, 55.), though he seeins to double the inters va: between Dara and 
* Nisibis. ; 


Fortifica- 
tions of 


Dara. 


He | 
" CHAP. 
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the :besieged, The inp was A,Woaument 


wy of strength and. beauty:s ,it, measured. ‘abxty feet 


The Cas- 
en OF 
berian 

gates, | 


from the ground, and the height of. the towers 
was one hundred feet; the loop-holes, from 


. whence an, encmy might be annoyed with missile 


weapons, were small, but numerous: the soldiers — 
were planted © along ‘the rampart, under the 
shelter of, double galleries, and a third platform, 
spacious | and secure, was raised on the summit 
ef the towers. The cxterior wall appears to 


have. been, less Jofty,:but more. solid; and each 


tower.was protected by..a quadrangular bulwark. 
A hard rocky soil resisted the tools of the miners, 
and on the south-east, where the ground was more 
tractable,; their. approach. was retarded by a ncw 
Work, which adyanced in the shape of an half- 
moon, | The “double and treble ditches were 
filled with a stream of water; and in the manage- 
ment of the river, the most skilful labour was 
“eroploycd ., to supply the inhabitants, to distress 
the hosiegérs, and. to prevent the mischiefs of a 
natural Or. artificial inundation. Dara continned 
mare than: sixty years, to fulfil the wishes of. its 
founders, and. to provoke the | jealousy: of the 
Peisi sians,, who: incessantly: complained, that tiis 
impregnable fortress had ‘been constructed in 
manifest violation of the. eaty, of peace between 
the'two empires. 

_. Between the . Euxine and ‘the. Cigas: the 
comes ‘of Colchos; Iberia, and ASbanid, ‘are 
iitéécted “in “every direction by the | ‘branches of 


te ‘Mount Keucnsus. : and-the two: ‘principal vates, or 
pastes, ‘from north to’ 0” south, haye’ een frequehtly - 
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eonféuiided int the gedpvaphy both of the ‘ancients’ CHAP. 


and motlerns.’ Fhe name’éf Caspian or Albinian .- 


gates. is properly applied to' Derbend™, which 
- occupies a sliort declivity between the mountéins 

and the sea: the city, if we give-credit to’ local 
tradition, had been founded by the Circcks; and 
this dangerous entrance was fortified by the kings 
of Persia, with a mole, double walls, and ‘doors of 
iron: The Lberzan gates ™ are fortned by a narrow 
passage of six miles in Mount Caucasus, which 
opens from the northern side of Iberia or’ Georgia, 
into the plain that reaches to thé’ 'Tanais and the 
Volga: A fortress, designed by’ ‘Alexander pér- 
haps, or one of his successots,*to*¢ommand that 
important pass, had descended’:by tight ‘of con- 
quest or inheritance to a prince of the Huns, wlio 
offered it for a moderate price to the emperor: but 
while Anastasius paused, while he timorously com- 
puted the cost and’ the distance, a more vigilant 
rival interposed, and Cabades forcibly occupied the 
streights of Caucasus. The Albimian and Iberian 
gates excluded the horsemen of Scythia from the 
shortest and most practicable roads, and the whole 
front of the mountaizis was covered by the’ rampart 
of Gog and Magog, the’ ‘long wall which has ex- 


a Vee ak is “} 

_ 138 Tor the city. ang Page, o£ Dexbend, see, DHerbelot (Bibliat. 
Orient. p. 157. 291. 807.), Petit de la Croix (Hist. de Gengiscan, 
l. iv. c. 9.), Histoire Genealogique des Tatars (tom. i. p- 120.), 
Olearius (Voyage en Perse,’ p: 3039+~1041:), and Corneille le ruyn 
(Voyages, tony. i. p. 146, 147.):. his view may be compared with 
the plan of Olearius, who judges the wall to be of shells and gravel 
hardened by time. 

139 Procopiug, though with some epittison; diotaed derioenindtis 
. them Caspian Bers. lie c. 10.), The pasaas now. efyled Tatar- 
. topa, the Tartar-gates (D'Anv rille, Geographie Ancienne, tom. ii. 

p- 119, 120.). 
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citida the curiosity | of an “Atabian calipli* "and a 
Riissian conqueror“ "According ‘to a recent de-: 
scription, huge stones seven feet thick, twenty-gne. 
feét."in- length or height, ‘are artificially’ joined _ 
wihont } iron or cement, to compose a wall, which 
runs above three hundred miles from the shores of 
Derbend, over the hills and through the vallies of 
Daghestan and Georgia. Without a vision, such 
a work might be undertaken by the policy of. 


Cabades; without a miracle, it might be accom- | 


plished: by his son, so formidable to the Romans 
wider the name of Chosroes; so dear to the 
Ofientals:” under the appellation of Nushirwan. 
The Persian monarch held in his hand the keys 


_ both of péace and war; but he stipulated, in every 


treaty, that Justinian. sliould contribute to the 
experice of a common barrier, which cqually pro- 
tected the two empires from the inroads of the 


Scythians™. 


VII. Justinian suppressed the schools of Athens 
and the consulship of Rome, which had given so 
many sages and herges to mankind. Both these 
institutions had long si since degenerated from their 


140 The imaginary rampart of Gog and Magog, which was 
scriously explored and believed. by a caliph of the. ixth century, 
appears to be derived from the gates of: Mount Caucasus, and 2 
vague report of the wall of Ching (Geograph. Nubiensis, p. 267— 
27). Memoires de l’Academie, tom.:xxxi.. p. 210—219.). 

141 See a learned dissgrtation of Baler, de muro Caucaseo, in Com- 
ment. Acad. Petropol. ann. 1726. tom. i, p. 495—403.3 but it is 
destitute of amap or plan. When the czar Peter], became master 
of Derbend in,the year 1722, the measure of the wall was found 
to be 3285 Ryssian orgyte,, or fathom, each of seven feet English ; 
in the whole somewhat more than four miles in. length. - 


k 


34% See the fortifications and treaties of Chossoes or Nushirwan, 


in “Procopins frente [. 7. c. 16. 22. ae li.) and D’llerbelot (p. 0682.). 
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primitive glory; yet some reproach may be justly 
inflicted on the avarice ‘and jealousy of a prince, by 
‘whose hand such venerable ruins were destroyed. 
“Athens, after her ‘Persian triumphs, adopted 
the philosophy of Ionia and the-rhetoric of Sicily; 
and these studieS became thé patrimony of a city, 
whose inhabitants, about thirty thousand males, 
condensed, within the period of a-single life, the 
genius of ages and millions. Our sense of the 
dignity of human nature is exalted by the simple. 
recollection, that Isocrates*” was the companion 
of Plato and Xenophon; that he assisted, perhaps 
with the historian Thucydides, at the first repre- 
sentations of the Oedipus of Sophocles and the 
Iphigenia of Euripides; and that his pupils 
‘schines and Demosthenes ‘contended for the 


crown of patriotism in the presence of Aristotle, . 


the master of Theophrastus, who taught at Athens 
with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean | 
sects‘, The ingenuous youth of Attica enjoyed 
thie bench of their domestic education, which was 
communicated without cnvy to the rival cities. 


143 - 
CHAP. - 


The 
schools of 
Athens. 


Two thousand disciples heard the lessons of Theo- . 


115, 


_ phrastus*”; the schools of rhetoric must have been 


* 


145 The life of Isocrates extends from Olymp. txxxvi. 1. to ¢x. 3. 


ae Christ. 436—338.). "See Dionys. Halicarn. tom. ii. p. 149, 
50. edit. Hudson. Plutarch (sive anonynis), in Vit. X.Oratorum, 
i. 1538—1543. edit. H. Steph. Phot. cod. cclix. p. 1453. _ 
144 The schools of Athens.are copiously though conciscly repre. 


sented in the Fortuna Attica of Meursius (c. viii. p. 59—73. in ~ 


tom. i. Opp.). For the state and arts of the city, see the first book’ 
of Pausanias, and a small tract of Dicsrarchus (in the second volume 
of Hudson’s Gesgtaphers), who wrote about Olymp. cxvii. oe 
well’s Dissertat..sect. 4.). 
145 eee Laert. de Vit. Phitonoph I. v. segm. 37. p. #89. 
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(CHAP. still more populous than those of philosophy; and 
me # rapid succession of students. diffused the fame of 


their teachers as far’ asthe utmost limits of the 
Gretian language and name. Those dimits were 
enlarged by the victories of Alexander; the arts - 
of Athens survived her freedom’ and dominion ; 
and the Greek colonies which the Macedonians 
planted in Egypt, and scattered over Asia,-under- 
took long and frequent pilgrimages to - worship 
the Muses in.thcir favourite temple on the: banks 
of the Ilissus. ‘Fhe Latin conquerors respectfully 
listened. to. the instructions of their subjects and 
captives; the names of Cicero and Horace were 
enrolled in the schools of Athens; and after the 
perfect settlement of the Roman empire, the na- 
tives of Italy, of Africa, and of Britain, conversed 
in the groves of the academy with their fellow-stu- 
dents of the.East. The studies of philosophy and 
eloquence are congenial to a popular state, which 
encourages the frecdom of inquiry, and submits 
only to the force of persuasion. In the republics 
of (areece and Rome, the art of speaking was the 
powerful engine of patriotism or ambition; and 
the schools of rhetoric poured. forth a colony of 
‘statesmen and: Tegislators. ‘When. the liberty 
of public debate was -suppreged, the orator, in 
the honourable profession. of..an’ advocate, might 
plead the cause of inwiocence..and justice; he 
might abuse -his talents.in‘ the: more profitable 
trade,.of: panegyric; and the .samé progepts con- 
tinued to ‘dictate the fanciful: enlamations of 
the. sophist, and the chaster beauties of his- 
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torical composition. . The systems which pro- 
fessed to unfold the nature of God, of man, and 
of the universe, entertained the curiosity of the 
philosophic student; and according to the tem- 
“per of his mind, he might doubt with the scep- 
tics, or decide with the stoics, sublimely speculate 
with Plato, or severely argue with Aristotle. The 
pride of the adverse sects had fixed an unat- 
tainable term of moral happiness and perfection : 
but the race was glorious and salutary; the dis- 
ciples of Zeno, and even those of Epicurus, were 
taught both to act and to suffer; and the death of 
Petronius was not less effectual than that of Se- 
neca, to humble a tyrant by the discovery of his 
impotence. The light of science could not in- 
deed be confined within the walls of Athens. 
Her incomparable writers address themselves to 
the human race; the living masters emigrated to 
Italy and Asia; Berytus, in later times, was de- 
voted to the study of. the law; astronomy and 
physic were cultivated in the museum of Alex- 
andria; but the Attic schools of rhetoric and phi- 
losophy maintained their superior reputation from 
the Peloponnesian war to the reign of Justinian. 
Athens, though situate in a barren soil, possessed 
a pure air, a free navigation, and the monuments 
of ancient art. That sacred retirement was sel- 
dom disturbed by the business of trade or go- 
vernment; and the last of the Athenians were 
distinguished by their lively wit, the purity of 
their taste and language, their social manners, 
and some: traces,.at least in discourse, of the mag- 
nanimity of their fathers. In the suburbs of the 
VOL. VIt. , 1 
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one city, the academy of the Platonists, the lycaum of 
ora the Peripatctics, the portico of the Stoics, and 


the garden of the Epicureans, were planted with 
trees and decorated with statues: and the philo- 
sophers, instead of being immuted in a cloyster, 
dclivered their instructions in spacious and _plea- 
sant walks, which, at different hours, were con- 
secrated to the exercises of the mind and body. 
The genius of the founders still lived in those 
venerable seats; the ambition of succecding to 
the mastcrs of human reason, excited a gencr- 
ous emulation; and the merit of the candidates 
was determined, on each vacancy, by the free 
voices of an enlightened people. The Athenian 
professors were paid by their disciples: according 
to their mutual wants and abilities, the price 


-appears to have varied from a mina to a talent; 


and Isocrates himself, who derides the avarice of 


‘the sophists, required in his school of rhetoric, 


about thirty pounds from each of his hundred 
pupils. The wages of industry are just and 
honourable, yet the same Isocrates shed tcars at 
the first receipt of a stipend; the Stoic might 
blush when he was hired to preach the contempt 
of money; and I should be sorry to discover, 
that Aristotle or Plato so far degeneratcd from 
the example of Socrates, as to exchange know- 
ledge for gold. But some property of lands and 
houses was settled by the permission of the laws, 
and the legacies of deceased friends, on the phi- 
losophic chairs of Athens. Epicurus bequeathed 
to his disciples the gardens which he had pur- 
chased. for eighty mine or two hundred and fifty 
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pounds, with a fund sufficient for their frugal sub- 
sistence and monthly festivals”; and the patrimony 
of Plato afforded an annual rent, which, in eight 
centuries, was gradually increased from three to onc 
thousand pieces of gold’", The schools of Athens 
were protected by tic wisest and most virtuous of 
the Roman princes. The library which Hadrian 
founded, was placed in a portico adorned with pic- 
tures, statues, and a roof of alabaster, and supported 
by one hundred columns of Phrygian marble. ‘The 
public salaries were assigned by the generous spirit 
of the Antonines; and each professor, of polities, 
of rhetoric,’ of the Platonic, the Pcripatetic, the 
Stoic, and the Epicurcan philosophy, reccived an 
annual stipend of ten thousand drachme, or more 
than three hundred pounds sterling". After the 
death of Marcus, these liberal donations, and the 
privileges attached to the thrones of scicnec, were 
abolished and revived, diminished and‘ enlarged : 
but some vestige of royal bounty may be found un- 
der the successors of Constantine; and their arbi- 
trary choice of an unworthy candidate might tempt 

116 Sec the Testament of Epicurus in Diogen, Laert. Lox. seem. 
16—20. p.G11, Giz. A single epistle (ad Famiuhtares, xii. .) dis- 
plays the injustice of the Areopagus, the fidelity of the Epicureans, 
the dextrous politeness of Cicero, and the mixture of contempt and 
esteem with which the Roman senators considered the philosophy 
and philosophers of Greece. 

147 1)Jamascius, in Vit. Isidor. apud Photium, cod. ccxlii. p. 1004. 

148 See Lucian (in Eunuch. tom. il. p. 350-359. edit. Reitz), Phi- 
lostratus (in Vit. Sophist, 1. 11. ¢. 2.), and Dion Cassius, or Xiphitin 
(1. Ixxi. p. 1195.), with their editors Du Soul, Olearius, and Reimar, 
and, above all, Salmasius (ad Flist. August. p. 72.). A judicious phi- 
losopher (Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. p. 340---374.) prefers 


the free contribution of the students to a fixed stipend fur the pro- 
fessor. 
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the philosophers of Athens to regret the days of in- 
dependence and poverty”. It is remarkable, that 
the impartial favour of the Ratonines was bestowed 
on the four adverse sects of philosophy, which they 
considered as equally useful or at least as equally in- 
nocent. Socrates had formerly been the gloryand the 
reproach of his country; and the first lessons of Eipi- 
curus so strangely scandalized the pious ears of the 
Athenians, that by his exile, and that of his antago- 
nists, they silenced all vain disputes concerning the 
nature of the gods. But in the ensuing year they 
recalled the hasty decree, restored the liberty of the 
schools, and were convinced, by the experience of 
ages, that the moral character of philosophers is 
notaffected by the diversity of their theological spe- 
culations’. 

The Gothic arms were less fatal to the schools of 
Athens ‘than the establishment of a new religion, 
whose ministers superscded the exercise of reason, 
resolved every question by an article of faith, and 
condemned the infidel or sceptic to cternal flamcs. 
In many a volume of laborious controversy, they 
exposed the weakness of the understanding and 
the corruption of the heart, insulted human na- 
ture in the sages of antiquity, and proscribed the 
spirit of philosophical inquiry, so repugnant to the 

149 Brucker, Hist. Crit. Philosoph. tom. ii. p. 310, &c. 

150 The birth of Epicurus is fixed to the year 342 before Christ 
(Bayle), Olympiad cix.3.; and he opened his school at Athens, 
Olymp. cxviti. 3. 306 years before the same era. This intolerant 
law (Athenzus, |. xiii. p.'610. Diogen. Laertius, I. v. s. 38. p- 290. 
Julius Pollux, ix. 5.) was enacted in the same, or the succeeding 
year (Sigonius, Opp. tom. v. p. 62. Menagius, ad Diogen. Laert. 
p. 204. Corsini Fasti Attici, tom. iv. p. 67, 68.). Theophrastus, 


chief of the Peripatetics, and disciple of Aristotle, was | involved | in 
the same exile. 
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doctrine, or at least to the temper, of an humble CHAP. 
believer. The surviving sect of the Platonists, i eg 
whom Plato would have blushed to acknowledge, 
extravagantly mingled a sublime theory with the 
practice of superstition'and magic; and as they re- 
mained alone in the midst of a Christian world, 

they indulged a secret rancour against the govern- 

ment of the church and state; whose severity was 

still suspended over their heads. About a century 

after the reign of Julian’, Proclus’” was per-  Proclus. 
mitted to teach in the philosophic chair of the 
academy ; and such was his industry, that he fre- 
quently, in the same day, pronounced five lessons, 

and composed seven hundred lines. His sagacious 

mind explored the deepest questions of morals and 
metaphysics, and he ventured to urge eighteen 
arguments against the Christian doctrine of the 
creation of the world. But in the intcrvals of 

study, he personally conversed with Pan, Atscu-. 
lapius, and Mincrva, in whose mysterics he was 
secrctly initiated, and whose prostrate statucs he 
adored ; in the devout persuasion that the philoso- 

pher, who is « citizen of the universe, should be 

the pricst of its various deities. An eclipse of the 

sun announced his approaching end; and his life, 


1ot This is no fanciful era: the Pagans reckoned their calamities 
from the reign of their hero. Prochus, whose nativity is marked by 
his horoscope (A. D. 412, February 8, at C. P.), died 124 years amo 
lovAsavou BaotAews, A. D. 485. (Marin. in Vit Proeli, c. 36.). 

152 The life of Proclus, by Marinus, was published by Fabricius 
(Hamburgh, 1700, et ad calcem Bibliot. Latin. Lond. 1703.). See 
Suidas (tom. iii. p.185, 186.), Fabricius (Bibliot. Grec. 1. v. c. 
26. p. 449—552.), and Brucker (Hist. Crit. Philosaph. tom. ti. p 
319—326.). 
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with that of his scholar Isidore™’, compiled by 


Cue two of their most learned disciples, exhibits a de- 


His suc- 
cessors, 


plorable picture of the second childhood of human 


A.D. 485 reason. Yet the golden chain, as it was fondly 


—529. 


styled, of the Platonic succession, continued forty- 
four years from the death ,of Proclus to the edict 
of Justinian, which imposed a perpetual silence 
on the schools of Athens, and excited the gricf 
and indignation of the few remaining votaries of 
Grecian science and superstition. Seven friends 
and philosophers, Diogenes and Hermias, Eula- 
lins and Priscian, Damascius, Isidore, and Sim- 
plicius, who dissented from the religion of their 
sovercign, embraced the resolution of secking in a 
forcign land the freedom which was denicd in their 
native country. ‘They had heard, and they cre- 
dulously belicved, that the republic of Plato was 
realized in the despotic government of Persia, and 
that a patriot king reigned over the happicst and 
most virtuous of nations. They were soon asto- 
nished by the natural discovery, that Persia re- 
sembled the other countries of the globe; that 
Chosroes, who affected the name of a philosopher, 
was vain, cruel, and ambitious; that bigotry, and 
a spirit of intolerance, prevailed among the Magi ; 
that the nobles were haughty, the courtiers servile, 
and the magistrates unjust; ‘that the guilty some- 
times escaped, and that the innocent were often 


153 The life of Isidore was composed by Damascius (apud 
Photium, cod. cexlii. p. 1028—-1076.). See the last age of the 
Pagan philosophers in Brucker (tom. li. p. 341—351.). 

154 The suppression of the schools of Athens is recorded by 
John Malala (tom. ii. p. 187. sub Decio Cos. Sol.), | and an anony- 
mous Chronicle in the Vatican library (apud Aleman. p. 106.). 
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oppressed. The disappointment of the philoso- 
. phers provoked them to overlook the real virtucs 
of the Persians; and they were scandalized, more 
deeply perhaps than became their profession, with 
the plurality of wivesand concubines, the incestuous 
marriages, and the custom of exposing dead bodies 
to the dogs and vultures, instead of hiding them 
in the carth, or consuming them with fire. Their 
repentance was expressed by a precipitate return, 
and they loudly declared that they had rather dic 
on the borders of the empire, than enjoy the wealth 
and favour of the Barbarian. From this journey, 
however, they derived a bencfit which reflects the 
purest lustre on the character of Chosroes. He 
required, that the seven sages who had visited the 
court of Persia, should be exempted from the 
penal Jaws which Justinian enacted against his 
Pagan subjects; and this privilege, expressly 
stipulated m a treaty of peace, was guarded by 
the vigilance of a powerful mediator’. Simpli- 
cius and his companions cnded their lives in 
peace and obscurity; and as they Icft no disciples, 
they terminate the long list of Grecian philoso- 
phers, who may be justly praised, notwithstanding 
their defects, as the wisest and most virtuous of 
their contemporaries. The writings of Simplicius 
are now extant. His physical and metaphysical 
commentaries on Aristotle have passed away with 


155 Agathius (1. 11. p. 69, 70, 73.) relates this curious story. 
Chosroes ascended the throne in the year 531, and made his first 
peace with the Romans in the beginning of 533, a date most com- 
patible with his young fame and the old age of Isidore (Asseman. 
 Bibliot. Orient. tom. iii. p. 404. Pagi, tom. ii. p. 543. 550.). 
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the fashion of the times; but his moral interpre- _ 
tation of Epictctus is preserved in the library, of . 
nations, as a classic book, most excellently adapted 
to direct the will, to purify the heart, and to con- 
firm the understanding, by a just confidence in 
the nature both of God and man. . 
About the same time that Pythagoras first in- 
vented the appellation of philosopher, liberty and 
the consulship were founded at Rome by the 
elder Brutus. The revolutions of the consular 
office, which may be viewed in the successive 
lights of a substance, a shadow, and a name, 
have becn occasionally mentioned in the present 
history. The first magistrates of the republic had 
been chosen by the people, to exercise, in the 
senate and in the camp, the powers of peace and 
war, which were afterwards translated to the em- 
perors. But the tradition of ancient dignity was 
long revered by the Romans and Barbarians. A 
Gothic historian applauds the consulship of Thco- 
doric as the height of all temporal glory and— 
greatness”; the king of Italy himself congratu- 
lates those annual favourites of fortune, who, 
without the cares, enjoyed the splendour of the 
throne; . and at the end of a thousand years, 
two consuls were created by the sovereigns of 
Rome and Constantinople, for the sole purpose 
of giving a date to the year, and a festival to 
the people. But the expences of this festival, in 


which the wealthy and the vain aspired to sur- 


156 Cassiodor. Variarum Epist. vi. 1. Jornandes, c. 57. p. 696. edit.. 
Grot. Quod :ummum bonum primumque in mundo decus edicitur. - 
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pass their predecessors, insensibly arose to the 
enormous sum of fourscore thousand pounds; the 
wisest senators declined an useless honour, which 
involved the certain ruin of their families ; and to 
this reluctance I should impite the frequent 
chasms in the last age of the consular Fastz. ‘The 
predecessors of Justinian had assisted from the 
public treasures the dignity of the Icss opulent 
candidates; the avarice of that prince preferred 
the cheaper and more convenient mcthod ot advice 
and regulation *”. Seven processions or spectacles 
were the number to which his cdict confined the 
horse and chariot races, the athletic sports, the 
music, and pantomimes of the theatre, and the 
hunting of wild beasts; and small pieces of silver 
_were discreetly substituted, to the gold medals, 
which had always excited tumult and drunkenness, 
when they were scattered with a profuse hand 
among the populace. Notwithstanding these pres 
cautions, and his own example, the succession of 
consuls finally ceased in the thirteenth year of 
Justinian, whose despotic temper might be grati- 
fied by the silent extinction of a title which 
admonished the Romans of their ancient free- 
dom **. Yet the annual consulship still lived in 
the minds of the people; they fondly expected its 
speedy restoration; they applauded the gracious 


condescension of successive princes, by whom it 


187 See the regulations of Justinian (Novell. cv.), dated at Constan- 


tinople, July 5, and addressed to Strategius, treasurer of the empire. 


158 Procopius, in Anecdot. c. 26. Aleman. p. 106. In the xviiith 
year after the consulship of Basilius, according to the reckoning of 
.Marcellinus, Victor, Marius, &c. the secret history was composed, 
and, in the eyes of Procopius, the consulship was finally abolished. 
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was assumed in the first year of their reign ; and 
three centuries elapsed, after the death of Justi- 
nian, before that obsolete dignity, which had been 
suppressed by custom, could be abolished by 
law’. The imperfect mode of distinguishing 
cach year by the name of a magistrate, was usually 
supplied by the date of a permanent «ra: the 
ercation of the world, according to the septuagint: 
version, was adopted by the Greeks™; and the 
Latins, since the age of Charlemagne, have com- 
puted their time from the birth of Christ ™. 


15) By Leo, the philosopher (Novell. xciv. A. D. 886—911.). 
See Pagi (Dissertat. Hypatica, p. 325—-362.) and Ducange (Gloss. 
Grec. p. 1635, 1636.). Even the title was vilificd: consulatus 
codicilli - - - - vilescunt, says the emperor himself. 

160 According to Julius Africanus, &e. the world was created 
the first of September, 5508 years, three months, and twenty-five 


_ days before the birth of Christ (see Pezron, Antiquité des ‘Tems 


defendiie, p. 20--28.) ; and this ara has been used by the Grecks, 
the Oriental Christians, and even by the Russians, till the reign of 


‘Peter I. The period, however arbitrary, is clear and convenient. 


Of the 7296 years which are supposed to elapse since the creation, 
we shal] find 3000 of ignorance and darkness ; 2000 either fabulous 
or doubtful; 1000 of ancient history, commencing with the 
Persian empire, and the Republics of Rome and Athens ; 1000 from 
the fall of the Roman empire in the west to the discovery of 
America; and the remaining 296 will almost complete three cen- 
turics of the modern state of Europe‘dnd mankind.. I regret this 


_ chronology, so far preferable to our double and perplexed method 


~ of counting backwards and forwards the years before and after the 


Christian ra. | 

161 The cera of the world has prevailed in the East since the vith 
general council (A. D. 681.). In the West the Christian zra was 
first invented in the vith century: it was propagated in the viith 
by the authority and writings of venerable Bede; but it was not tll 
the ath that the use became legal and popular. See PArt de 
verifier les Dates, Dissert. Preliminaire, p. iii. xii. Dictionnaire 
Diplomatique, ‘tom. i. p. 329—337.: the works of a laborious 
society of Bencdictine monks. -: 


c 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CHAP. XU. 


Conquests of Justinian in the West. — Character 
and first Campaigns of Belisarius. — He in- 
vades and subdues the Vandal Kingdom of 
Africa. —- Ils Triumph. — The Gothic War. 
— He recovers Sicily, Naples, and Rome. — 
Siege of Rome by the Goths. — Ther Retreat 
and Losses. — Surrender of Ravenna. — Glory 
of Belisarius. — His domestic Shame and Mis- 
fortunes. 


WueEN Justinian ascended the throne, about fifty 
years after the fall of the Western empire, the 
kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals had obtained 
a solid, and, asit might scem, a legal establish- 
‘ ment both in Europe and Africa. The titles 
which Roman victory had inscribed, were crazed 
with equal justice by the sword of the Barbarians ; 
and their successful rapine derived a more vencrable 
sanction from time, from treaties, and from the 
oaths of fidelity, already repeated by a second or 
third generation of obedient subjects. Experience 
and Christianity had refuted the superstitious 
hope, that Rome was founded by the gods to reign 
for ever over the nations of the earth. But the 
proud claim of perpetual and indefeasible do- 
minion, which her soldiers could no longer main- 
tain, was firmly asserted by her statesmen and 
. lawyers, whose opinions have been sometimes 


CHAP. 
XLI. 
a ae 
Justinian 
rcsolves ts 

Invade 
Africa, 
A.D. 532 


156 


CHAP. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


‘revived and propagated in the modern schools of 


Ronee jurisprudence. After Rome herself had been - 


stripped of the Imperial purple, the princes of 
Constantinople assumed the sole and sacred sceptre 


of the monarchy; demanded, as their rightful 


_ State of 
the Van- 
dals. Hil- 
deric, 

A 


523—530. 


inheritance, the provinces which had been subdued 
by the consuls, or possessed by the Cesars ; and 
feebly aspired to deliver their faithful subjects 
of the West from the usurpation of heretics and 
Barbarians. The exccution of this splendid design 
was in some degree reserved for Justinian. Dur- 
ing the five first years of his reign, he reluctantly 
waged a costly and unprofitable war against the 
Persians ;.till his pride submitted to his ambition, 
and he purchased, at the price of four hundred and 
forty thousand pounds sterling, the benefit of a 
precarious truce, which, in the language of both 
nations, was dignified with the appellation of the 
erdless peace. The safety of the East enabled 
the emperor to employ his forces against the Van- — 
dals; and the internal state of Africa afforded an 
honourable motive, and promised a wee sup- 
port to the Roman arms’ 

According to the deciaaisenit of the founder, the 
African kingdom had lineally descended to Hil- 
deric the eldest of the Vandal princes. . A mild 
disposition inclined the son of a tyrant, the grand- 


1 The complete series of the Vandal war is related by Procopius 
in a regular and elegant narrative (I. 1. ¢. Q—- 25. 1. ii. c. 1—13.), 
and happy would be my lot, could [ always tread in the footsteps’ 
of sucha guide. From the entire and diligent perusal of the 
Greek text, I have a right to pronounce that the Latin and French 


versions of Grotius and Cousin may not be implicitly trusted ; yet  . 


the president Cousin has been often praised, and Hugo Grotius - 
was the first scholar of a learned age. 
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son of a conqueror, to prefer the counsels of cle- 
mency and peace; and his accession was marked 
by the salutary edict, which restored two hun- 
dred bishops to their churches, and allowed the 
free profession of the Athanasian crecd*. But 
the Catholics accepted, with cold and transient 
gratitude, a favour so inadequate to their preten- 
sions, and the virtucs of Hilderic offended the 
prejudices of his countrymen. The Arian clergy 
presumed. to insinuate that he had renounced the 
faith, and the soldicrs more loudly ‘complained 
that he had degencrated from the courage, of his 
ancestors. His ambassadors were suspected ‘of a 
secret and disgraceful negoeiation in the Byzan- 
tine court; and his general, the Achilles’, as he 
was named, of the Vandals, lost a.battle against 
the naked and disorderly Moors. The public 
discontent was exasperated by Gelimer, whose 
age, descent, and military fame gave him an ap- 
parent title to the succession: he assumed, with 
the consent of the nation, the reins of govern- 
ment; and his unfortunate sovercign sunk with- 
out a struggle from the throne to a dungcon, 
where he was strictly guarded with a faithful 


2 See Ruinart, Hist. Persecut. Vandal. c. x11. p. 589. His best 
evidence is drawn from the life of St. Fulgentius, composed by one 
of his disciples, transcribed in a great measure in the annals of Ba- 
ronius, and printed in several great collections (Catalog. Bibliot. 
Bunavianz, tom. i. vol. i. p. 1258.). 

3 For what quality of the inind or body? For speed, or beauty, 
or valour ?—In what language did the Vandals read Homer ?--Did 
he speak German?—The Latins had four versions (Fabric. tom. 1. 
l. ii. c. 3. p. 297.): yet in spite of the praises of Seneca (Consol. c. 
26.), they appear to have been more successful in imitating than in 
translating the Greek poets. But the name of Achilles might be 
famous and popular, even among the illiterate Barbarians. 
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counsellor, and his unpopular nephew the Achil- 
les of the Vandals. But the indulgence which 
Hilderic had shewn to his Catholic subjects had 
powerfully recommended him to the favour of 
Justinian, who, for.the benefit of his own sect, 
could acknowledge the use and justice of reli- 
gious toleration: their alliance, while the nephew 
of Justin remained in a private station, was cc- 
mented by the mutual exchange of gifts and 
letters; and the emperor Justinian asscrted the 
cause of royalty and friendship. In two suc- 
cessive embassies, he admonished the usurper to 
repent of his treason, or to abstain, at least, from 
any further violence, which might provoke the 
displeasure of God: and of the Romans; to re- 


. verenee the laws of kindred and succession, and 


to suffer an infirm old man peaceably to end his 
days, either on the throne of Carthage, or in 
the palace of Constantinople. The passions or 
even the prudence of Gelimer compcllcd him 
to reject these requests, which were urged in 
the haughty tone of menace and command; and 
he justified his ambition in .a language: rarcly 
spoken .in the Byzantine court, by alleging the 


right of a free people to remove or punish their 


chief magistrate, who had failed in the execution 
of the kingly office. After this fruitless expostu- 
lation, the captive monarch was more rigorously 
treated, his nephew was.deprived of his eycs, 
and the cruel Vandal, confident in his strength 
and distance, derided the vain threats and slow 
preparations of the emperor of the East. Justi- 
nian resolved to deliver or revenge his friend, 
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zelimer to maintain his usurpation: and the war 
was preceded, according to the practice of civi- 
lized nations, by the most solemn protestations, 
that each party was sincerely desirous of pcace. 
The report of an African war was grateful only 

to the vain and idle populace of ‘Constantinople, 
whose poverty exempted them from tribute, and 
whose cowardice was seldom exposed to military 


service. But the wiser citizens, who judged of 


the future by the past, revolved in then memory 
the immense loss, both of men and money, which 
the empire had sustained in the expedition of 
Basiliscus. The troops, which after five labori- 
ous campaigns, had been recalled from the Per- 
sian frontier, dreadcd the sca, the climate, and 
the arms of an unknown enemy. The ministers 
of the finances computed, as far as they might 
compute, the demands of an African war; the 
taxes which must be found and levied to supply 
those insatiate demands; and the danger, lest 
their own lives, or at least their lucrative employ- 
ments, should be made responsible for the defi- 
ciency of the supply. Inspircd by such selfish 
motives (for we may not suspect him of any zcal 
for the public good), John of Cappadocia ven- 
tured to oppose in full council the inclinations 
of his master. . He confessed, that a victory of 
such importance could not be too dearly pur- 
chased; but he represented itt a grave discourse 
the certain difficulties and the uncertain event. 
“You undertake,” said the prefect, “ to be- 
“siege Carthage by land, the distance is not less 
“than one hundred and forty days journey; on 
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‘ the sea, a whole ycar* must elapse before you 
“can receive any intelligence from your fleet. 
« Tf Africa should be reduced, it cannot be 
“ preserved without the additional conquest of 
“ Sicily and Italy. Success will impose the 
“ obligation of new labours; a single misfortune 
“ will attract the Barbarians into the heart of 
“ your exhausted cmpire.” Justinian felt the 
weight of this salutary advice; he was con- 
founded by the unwonted freedom of an obse- 
quious servant; and the design of the war would 


perhaps have been relinquished, if his courage 


had not been revived by a voice which silenced 
the doubts of profane reason. “I have seen a 
“ vision,” cried an artful or fanatic bishop of the 
East. “It is the will of heaven, O emperor! 
“ that you should not abandon your holy enter- 
“ prise for the deliverance of the African church. 
“ The God of battles will march before your 
“6 standard, and disperse your enemies, who are 
“ the enemies of his Son.” The emperor might 
be tempted, and his counsellors were constrained, 
to give credit to this seasonable revelation: but 
they derived more rational hope from the revolt, 
which the adherents of Hilderic or Athanasius 
had already excited on the borders of the Van- 
dal monarchy. Pudentius, an African subject, 
had privately signified his loyal intentions, and 
a small military ‘aid restored the province of 


4 A ycar—absurd exaggeration! ‘The conquest of Africa may be 
dated A. D. 533. September 14. It is celebrated by Justinian in the 
preface to his Institutes, which were published November 21. of 
the sume year. Including the voyage and return, such a compwa- 
tion might be truly applied to our Indian empire. 
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Tripoli to the obedience of thc Romans. The 
government of Sardinia had been entrusted to 
Godas, a valiant Barbarian: he suspended the 
payment of tributc, disclaimed his allegiance to 
the usurper, and gave audience to the cmissaries 
of Justinian, who found him master of that fruitful 
island, at the head of his guards, and proudly in- 


vested with the ensigns of royalty. ‘The forces of 


the Vandals were diminished by discord and sus- 
picion; the woman armies were animated by the 
spirit of Belisarius; one of those heroic names 
which are familiar to every age and to every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome was born, gnd 
perhaps educated, among the Thracian peasants’, 
without any of those advantages which ‘had formed 
the virtucs of the cldcr and the younger Scipio; a 
noble origin, liberal studies, and the emulation of 
afree state. The silence of a loquacious seerctary 
may be admitted, to prove that the youth of Beli- 
sarius could not afford any subject of praise: he 
served, most assuredly with valour and reputation, 
among the private guards of Justinian; and when 
his patron became empcror, the domestic was pro- 
moted to military command. After a bold inroad 
into Persarmenia, in which his glory was shared 
by a colleague, and lis progress was checked by 
an enemy, Belisarius repaired to the important 


> “Qounro Se 6 BeAsoapioc ex Pepmamas, 4 @paxwyre xou ane paTagy 
nutes (Procop. Vandal. Li. c.11.). Aleman (Not. ad Ancedot. 
». 5.), an Italian, could casily reject the German vanity of Giphanius 
and Velserus, who wished to claim the hero ; but his Germania, a 
metropolis of Thrace, I cannot find in any civil or ecclestastical 
lists of the provinces and cities. 
VOL. VII. M 
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station of Dara, where he first accepted the service ° 
of Procopius, the faithful companion, and diligent 
historian of his exploits’.. The Mirranes of Persia 
advanced, with forty thousand of her best troops, 
to raze the fortifications of Dara; and significd the 
day and the hour on which the citizens should 
prepare a bath for his refreshment after the toils 
of victory. He encountercd an adversary equal 
to himself; by the new title of General of the 
East; his superior in the scicnce of war, but much 
inferior in the numbcr and quality of his troops, 
which amounted only to twenty-five thousand 
Romans and strangers, relaxed in their discipline, 


and humbled by recent disasters. As the level 


plain of Dara refused all shelter to stratagem and 
ambush, Belisarius protected his front with a decp 
trench, which was prolonged at first in perpendi- 
cular, and afterwards in parallel, lines, to cover the 
wings of cavalry advantageously postcd to com- 


‘ mand the flanks and rear of the enemy. When 


the Roman centre was shaken, their well-timed 
and rapid charge decided the conflict: the standard 
of Persia fell; the zmmortals ficd; the infantry 
threw away their bucklers, and cight thousand of 
the vanquished werc left on the field of battle. 
In the next campaign, Syria was invaded on the 
side of the desert; and Belisarius, with twenty 
thousand men, hastened from Dara to the relicf 
of the province. Durning the whole summer, the 
designs of the enemy were baffled by his skilful 


"The two first Persian gampaigns of Belisarius are fairly and 
copiously related by his seerctary (Persic. 1. 1. ¢. 1LQ2—18.). 
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‘dispositions: he pressed their retreat, occupied 
each night their camp of the preceding day, and 
would have secured a bloodless victory, if he could 
have resisted the impaticnce of his own troops. 
Their valiant promise was faintly supported in 
the hour of battle; the right wing was exposed by 
the treacherous or cowardly desertion of the Chris- 
tian Arabs; the Huns, a veteran band of eight 
hundred warriors, were oppressed by superior 
numbers; the flight of the Isaurians was inter- 
cepted ; but the Roman infantry stood firm on the 
left; for Belisarius himsclf, dismounting from his 
horse, shewed them that intrepid despair was their 
only safety. They turned their backs to the 
Kuphrates, and their faces to the enemy; innu- 
merable arrows glanced without effect from the 
compact and shelving order of their bucklers; an 
impenetrable line of pikes was opposed to the re- 
peated assaults of the Persian cavalry; and after a 
resistance of many hours, the remaining troops 


were skilfully embarked under the shadow of the . 


night. The Persian commander retired with 
. disorder and disgrace, to auswer a strict account 
of the lives of so many soldicrs which he had 
consumed in a barren victory. But the fame of 
Belisarius was not sullicd by a defeat, in which 
he alone had saved his army from the corise- 
quences of their own rashness: the approach of 
peace relieved him from the guard of the eastern 
frontier, and his conduct in the sedition of Con- 
Stantinople amply discharged his obligations to 
the emperor. When the African war became the 
topic of popular discourse and secret deliberation, 
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each of the Roman generals was apprehensive, ° 


gee rather than ambitious, of the dangerous honour 3. 


but as soon as Justinian had declared his preference 
of superior merit, their envy was rekindled by the 
unanimous applause which was given to the choice 
of Belisarius. ‘The temper of the Byzantine court 
may encourage a suspicion, that the hero was darkly 
assisted by the intrigucs of his wife, the fair and 
subtle Antonina, who alternately enjoyed the 
confidence, and incurred the hatred, of the empress 
Theodora.’ The birth of Antonina was ignoble, 
she descended from a family of chariotecrs; and 
her chastity. has been stained with the foulest re- 
proach. Yet she reigned with long and absolute 
power over the mind of her illustrious husband ; 
and if Antonina disdained the merit of conjugal 
fidelity, she expressed a manly friendship to Beli- 
sarius, whom she accompanied with undaunted re- 


_ solution in all the hardships and dangers of a 


Prepara- 
tions for 
the Afri- 


call war, 


A. D. 533. 


military life’. 

The preparations for the African war were not 
unworthy of the last contest between Rome and 
Carthage. ‘The pride and flower of the army con- 
sisted of the guards of Belisarius, who, according 
to the pernicious indulgence of the times, devoted 
themselves by a particular oath of fidelity to the 
service of their patrons. Their strength and stature, 
for which they had been curiously selected, the 
goodness of their horses and armour, and the assi- 
duous practice of all the exercises of war, enabled 
them to act whatever their courage might prompt ; 


7 See the birth and character of Antonina, in the Anccdotes, c..1- 
and the notes of Alemannus, p. 3. 
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‘and their courage was exaltcd by the social ho- cHap. 


nour of their rank, and the personal ambition o 
favour and fortune. Four hundred of the bravest 
of the Heruli marched under the banner of 
the faithful. and active Pharas; their untractable 
valour was more highly prized than the tame sub- 
mission of the Greeks and Syrians; and of such 
importance was it deemed to procure a reinforce- 
ment of six hundred Massagcte, or Huns, that 
they were allured by fraud and dceccit ta cngage 
in a naval expedition. Five thousand horse and 
ten thousand foot were embarked at Constanti- 


nople for the conquest of Africa, but the infantry, . 


for the most part levicd in Thrace and Isauria, 
yielded to the morc prevailing use and reputation 
of the cavalry; and the Scythian bow was the 
weapon on which the armies of Rome were now 
reduced to place their principal dependence. 
From a laudable desire to assert the dignity of | 
his theme, Procopius defends the soldicrs of his 
own time against the morose critics, who confined 
that respectable name to the heavy-armed war- 
riors of antiquity, and maliciously observed, that 
the word archer is introduced by Homer” as a 
term of contempt. “ Such contempt might per- 
“haps be due to the naked youths who appcared 
“on foot in the fields of Troy, and, lurking be- 
“hind a tomb-stone, or the shicld of a friend, 


8 See the Preface of Procopius. ‘The enemies of archery might 
quote the reproaches of Diomede (liad, A. 385, &c.) and the per- 
Mittere vulnera ventis of Lucan (viii. 384.) : yet the Romans could 
not despise the arrows of the Parthians; and in the sicge of Troy, 
Pandarus, Paris, and Teuccr, pierced those haughty warriors who 
sulted them as women or children. 
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“ drew the bow-string to their breast’, and dis- 
“ missed a feeble and lifeless arrow. But our 
archers (pursues the‘ historian) are mounted 
“ on horses, which they manage with admirable 
“ skill; their head and shoulders are protectcd 
by a cask or buckler; they wear greaves of 
iron on their legs, and'their botlies are guarded 
by a coat of mail. On their right side hangs 
«a quiver, a sword on thcir left, aid their hand 
is accustomed to wicld a lance or javelin in 
“ closer combat. Their bows are strong and 
weighty; they shoot in every possible dirce- 
tion, advancing, retreating, to the front, to 
the rear, or to either flank; and as they are 
“ taught to draw the bow-string not to the breast, 
but to the right ear, firm indeed must be the 
armour that can resist the rapid violence of 
their shaft.” Five hundred transports, navigated 


by twenty thousand marincrs of Egypt, Cilicia, 


and Ionia, were collected in the harbour of Con- 
stantinople. The smallest of these vessels may be 
computed at thirty, the largest at five hundred, 
tons; and the fair average will supply an allowance, 
liberal, but not profusc, of about one hundred, 
thousand tons", for the reception of thirty-five 


D Nevpyy pay paty weracev, roEw b¢ os8npoy (Lliad. a. 123.). How con- 
cise—how just—how beautiful is the whole picture! I sce the at- 
titudes of the archer—I hear the twanging of the bow: 

Asy£e Bios, vevpn 8e wry sryer, aAro 8° cisog. 

10 The text appears to allow for the largest vessels 50,000 mediin- 
ul, or 3000 tons (since the medimnus weighed 100 Roman or 120 
av erdupois, pounds.). I have givena more rational interpretation, 
by supposing that the Attic style of Procopius conceals the legal 
and popular modius, a sixth part of the mcdimnus (Hooper's Ancient 
Measures, p- 152, &e.). “A contrary and indeed a stranger mistake ~ 
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’ thousand soldiers and sailors, of five thousand cCHap 
horses, of arms, engines, and military stores, and Sas 
of a sufficient stock of water and provisions for a 
voyage, perhaps, of three months. The proud 
gallies, which in former ages swept the Mediter- 
ranean with so many hundred oars, had long 
since disappeared; and the flcet of Justinian wag 
escorted only by ninety-two light brigantines, 
covered from the missile weapons of the enemy, 

aud rowed by two thousand of the brave and 
robust: youth of Constantinople. Twenty-two - 
gencrals are named, most of whom were aiter- 
wards distinguished in the wars of Africa and 
Italy: but the supreme command, both by Jand 

and sca, was delegated to Belisarius alone, with 

a boundless power of acting according to his dis- 
cretion as if the emperor himsclf were present. 
The separation of the naval and mnilitary profes- 
sions is at once the effect and the cause of the. 
modern improvements in the science of naviga- 

tion and maritime war, 

In the seventh year of the reign of Justinian, le mute 
and about the time of the summer solstice, the lect, 
whole flect of six hundred ships was ranged in 2 ee 
martial pomp before the yardens of the palace. 

The patriarch pronounced his benediction, the 
emperor signified his last commands, the general’s 
trumpet gave the signal of departure, and every 
heart, according to its fears or wishes, explored 


has crept into an oration of Dinarchus (contra Demosthenem, in 
Reiske Orator. Gree. tom. ivy. P, ij. Pp. 34.). By reducing the 
numcer of ships from 300. to 50, and translating uediavor by mes, 
or pounds, Cousin has generously allowed 400 tons for the whole 
of the Imperial feet ‘—Did he never think ? 
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with, anxious curiosity the omens of misfortune | 
and success. _ The first halt was made at Pcrinthus . 
or Heraclea, where Belisarius waited five days to 
receive some Thracian horses, a military gift of 
his sovereign. From thence the fleet pursued thcir 
course through the midst of the Propontis ; but as 
they struggled to.pass the Streights of the Helles- 
pont, an unfavourable wind detained them four 
days at Abydus, where the gencral exhibited a 
memorable lesson of firmness and severity. ‘Two 


‘of the Huns, who in a drunken quarrel had slain 


one of their fellow-soldiers, were instaptly shewn 
to the army suspended on a lofty gibbet. The na- 
tional indignity was resented by their country- 
men, who disclaimed the servile laws of the em- 
pire, and asserted the free privilege of Scythia, 
where a small fine was allowed to cxpiate the 
hasty sallies of intemperance and anger. Their 
romplaints were specious, thcir clamours were 
loud, and the Romans were not averse to the 
example of disorder and impunity. But the 
rising sedition was appeased by the authority 

and eloquence of the general: and he repre- — 
sented to the assembled troops the obligation of 
justice, the importance of discipline, .the rewards 
of piety and virtue, and the unpardonable guilt 
of murder, which, in his apprehension, was ag- 
gravated rather than cxcused by the vice of 
intoxication’. In the navigation from the 
Hellespont .to Peloponnesus, which the Greeks, 


11] have read of a Greek legislator, who inflicted a double penalty 
on the crimes ‘committed in a state of intoxication ; but it seems _ 


agreed that this was rather a political than a moral law. 
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after the siege of Troy, had performed in four oS p. 
days”, the fleet of Belisarius was guided in their eee 


course by his master-galley, conspicuous in the day 
by the redness of the sails, and in the night by the 
torches blazing from the mast-head. It was the 
duty of the pilots, as they steered between the 
islands, and turned the capes of Malea and Tzna- 
rium, to preserve the just order and regular intcr- 
vals of such a multitude of ships; as tne wind 
was fair and moderate, their labours were not 
unsuccessful, and the troops were safcly dis- 
embarked at Mcthone on the Messcnian coast, 
to repose themselves for a while after the fatigucs 
of the sea. In this place they experienced how 
_ avarice, investcd with authority, may sport with 


the lives of thousands which are bravely exposcd ° 


for the public service. According to military 
practice, the bread or biscuit of the Romans 
was twice prepared in the oven, and a diminu-, 
tion of one-fourth was cheerfully allowed for the 
loss of weight. To gain this miserable profit, 
and to save the expence of wood, the prefect 
John of Cappadocia had given orders, that the 
flour should be: slightly baked by the same fire 
which warmed the baths of Constantinople; and 
when the sacks’ were opened, a soft and mouldy 
paste was distributed to the army. Such unwhole- 
some food, assisted by the heat of the climate 


12 Or ever in threc days, since they anchored the first evening in 
the neighbouring isle of Tenedos: the second day they sailed to 
Lesbos, the third to the promontory of Euboea, and on the fourth 
they reached Argos (Homer, Odyss. r. 130—183. Wood’s Essay 

.on Homer, p. 40---46.). A pirate sailed from the Hellespont to the 
~eaport of Sparta in three days (Kenophon, Hellen. I. i.e. 1.). 
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CHAP. and season, soon produced an epidemical disease, 


ey which swept away five hundred soldiers. Their 


health was restored by the diligence of Belisarius, 
who provided fresh bread at Methone, and boldly 
expressed his just’ and humane indignation: the 
emperor heard: his complaint; the general was 
praised ; but the minister was not punished. From 
the port of Mcthone, the pilots steered along the 
western coast of Pcloponnesus, as far as the isle of 
Zacyuthus, or Zant, before they undertook the 
voyage (in their eyes a most arduous voyage) of onc 
hundred Icagues over the Ionian sea. As the ficet 
was surpriscd by a calm, sixteen days were con- 
sumed in the slow navigation; and even the gene- 
ral would have suffered the intolerable hardship of 
thirst, if the ingenuity of Antonina had not pre- 
scrved the water in glags bottles, which she buried 
deep in the sand in a part of the ship impervious 
to the rays of the sun. At length the harbour of 
Caucana’’, on the southern side of Sicily, afforded 


a secure and hospitable shelter.. The Gothic 


officers who governed the island in the name of 
the daughter and grandson of Theodoric obeyed 
their imprudent orders, to receive, the troops of 
Justinian like friends and allies: provisions were 
liberally supplied, the cavalry was remounted “, 


‘and Procopius soon rcturned from Syracuse with 


13 Caueana, near Camarina, is at least 50 miles (350 or 400 sta- 
dia) from Syracuse (Cluver, Sicilia Antiqua, p. 191.). 

14 Procopius, Gothic. 1. i.c. 3. Tibi tollit hinnitum apta qua- 
drigis equa, in the Sicilian pastures of Grosphus (Horat. Carm. ii. 


16). Acragas....magnanimdm quondam generator eqnorum 


(Virg. #ineid. i. 704.). Thero’s horses, whose victories are am- ' 
mortalized by Pindar, were bred in this country. 
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correct information of the state and designs of the 
Vandals. His intelligence determined Belisarius 
to hasten his operations, and his wise impatience 
was seconded by the winds. The ficet lost sight 
of Sicily, passed before the isle of Malta, disco- 
vered the capes of Africa, ran along the coast with 
a strong gale from the north-east, and finally cast 
anchor at the promontory of Caput Vada, about 
five days journey to the south of Carthage ”. 

If Gclimer had been informed of the approach 
of the encmy, he must have delayed the conquest 
of Sardinia, for the immediate defence of his per- 
son and kingdom. <A detachment of five thou- 
sand soldiers, and one hundred and twenty gallies, 
would have joined the remaining forces of the 
Vandals; and the descendant of Gensceric might 
have surprised and oppressed a fleet of decp-laden 
transports incapable of action, and of light bri- 
gantines that seemed only qualified for flight. Be- 
lisarius had secretly trembled when he overheard 
his soldiers, in the passage, emboldening each 
other to confess their apprehensions: if they 
were once on shore, they hoped to maintain the 


‘honour of their arms; but if they should be 


attacked at sea, they did not blush to acknowledge 


that they wanted courage to contend at the same 


time with the winds, the waves, and the Barbarians” 


15 The Caput Vada of Procopius (where Justinian afierwards 
founded a city—de Edific. ]. vi. c. 6.) is the promontory of Ammon, 
in Strabo, the Brachodes of Ptolemy, the Cupaudia of the imo- 
derns, a long narrow slip that runs into the sea (Shaw’s Travels, 
p- 111.). 

16 A centurion of Mark Antony expressed, though in a more 
manly strain, the same dislike to the sea and to naval combats (Plu- 


~ tarch in Antonio, p- 1730. edit. Hen. Steph.) 
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The knowledge of their sentiments decided Beli- 
sarius to seize the first opportunity of landing them . 
on the coast of Africa; and he prudently rejccted, 

in a council of war, the proposal of sailing with the. 
ficet and army into the port of Carthage. Three 
months after their departure from Constantinople, 
the men and horses, the arms and military stores, 
were safely disembarked, and five soldiers were left 
as a guard on board each of the ships, which 
were disposed in the form of a semicircle. The 
remainder of the troops occupied a camp on the 
sea-shore, which they fortified, according to ancient 
discipline, with a ditch and rampart; and the dis- 

covery of a source of fresh water, while it allayed 
the thirst, excited the superstitious confidence, of 
the Romans. The next morning, some of the 
neighbouring gardens were pillaged; and Belisa- 
rius, after chastising the offenders, embraced the 
slight occasion, but the decisive moment, of incul- 
cating the maxims of justice, moderation, and ge- 
nuine policy. “ When I first accepted the com- 
“mission of subduing Africa, I depended much 
“ less,” said the general, “ on the numbers, or even 
“ the bravery, of my troops, than upon the friendly © 
disposition of the natives, and. their immortal 
“ hatred to the Vandals. You alone can deprive 

me of this hope: if you continue to extort by 
“rapine what might be purchased for a little 
“money, such acts of violence will reconcile 
“these implacable enemies, and unite them in a 
“ just’ and saul league against the invaders of 
“their country.” These exhortations were en- 
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forced by a rigid discipline, of which the soldiers 
themselves soon felt and praised the salutary ef- 
fects. The inhabitants, instead of deserting their 
houses, or hiding their corn, supplied the Romans 
with a fair and liberal market > the civil officers of 
the province continued to exercise their functions 
in the name of Justinian; and the clergy, from 
motives of conscience and interest, assiduously 
laboured to promote the cause of a Cetholic em- 
peror. The small town of Sullecte “, onc day's 
_ Journey from the camp, had the honour of being 
foremost to open her gates, and to resume her 
ancient allegiance: the larger cities of Leptis and 
Adrumetum imitated the example of loyalty as 
soon as Belisarius appeared; and he advanced 
without opposition as far as Grasse, a palace of 
the Vandal kings, at the distance of fifty miles 
from Carthage. The weary Romanus indulged 
themselves in the refreshment of shady groves, 
cool fountains, and delicious fruits; and the pre- 
ference which Procopius allows to these gardcns 
over any that he had secn, either in the Kast or 
West, may be ascribed cither to the taste or the 
‘ fatigue of the historian. In three gencrations, 
prosperity and a warm climate had dissolved the 
hardy virtue of the Vandals, who insensibly be- 
came the most luxurious of mankind. In their 
villas and gardens, which might deserve the D’er- 


17 Sullecté is perhaps the Turris Hannibalis, an old building, 
now as large as the ‘Tower of London. The march of Bclisarius 
to Leptis, Adrumetum, &c. is illustrated by the campaign of Cesar 
(Hirtius, de Bello Africano, with the Analyse of Guichardt), and 
Shaw’s Travels (p. 105--113.) in the same country. — 
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sian name of paradise they enjoyed a cool and 
elegant repose; and, after the daily usc of the | 
bath, the Barbarians were seated at a table pro- 
fusely spread with the delicacies of the land and 
sca. Their silken robes, loosely flowing after the 
fashion of the Medes, were embroidered with gold : 
love and hunting were the labours of their life, and 
their vacant hours were amused by pantomimes, 
chariot-races, and the music and dances of the 
theatre. | 

In a march of ten or twelve days, the vigilance 
of Belisarius was constantly awake and active 
against his unseen cnemies, by whom in every 
place, and at every hour, he might be suddenly 
attacked. An officer of confidence and merit, 
John tlie Armenian, led the vanguard of three 


hundred horse; six hundred Massagete covered 


at a certain distance the left flank ; and the whole 
ficet, steering along the coast, seldom lost sight of 
the army, which moved each day about twelve 
miles, and lodged in the evening in strong camps, 
or in fricndly towns. The near approach of the 
Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gclimer 
with anxiety and terror. He prudently wished — 
to protract the war till his brother, with his veteran’ 
troops, should return from the conquest of Sar- 
dinia; and he now lamented the rash policy of 
his ancestors, who, by destroying the fortifications 


18 Tlagadecos MOAAISCS amravTey wD Nei bo MED- The paradises, a 
name and fashion adopted from Persia, may be represented by the 
royal garden of Ispahan (Voyage d’Olearius, p. 774.). See, in 
the Greek romances, their most perfect model (Longus, Pastoral. 
J. iv. p. 99.101. Achilles Tatius, |. i. p. 22, 23.). 
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of Africa, had left him only the dangerous re- 
source of risking a battle in the neighbourhood 
of’ his capital. The Vandal conquerors, from 
their original number of .fifty thousand, , werc 
multiplied, without including. their women and 
children, to one hundred and sixty thousand 
fighting men: and such forces, animated with 
valour and union, might have crushed, at their 


first landing, the feeble aud exhausted bands of 


the Roman gencral. But the friends of the cap- 
tive king were more inclined to accept the invi- 
tations, than to Yesist the progress, of Belisarius ; 
and many a proud Barbarian disguised his aver- 
sion to war under the more specious name of his 
hatred to the usurper. Yet the authority and 
promises of Gclimer collected a formidable army, 
and his plans were concerted with some degree 
of military skill. An order was dispatched to 
his brother Ammatas, to collect all the forces of 
Carthage, and to cncounter the van of the Ro- 
man army at the distance of ten milcs from the 
city: his nephew Gibamund, with two thousand 
horse, was destincd to attack their left, when the 
‘monarch himself, who silently followed, should 
charge their rear, in a situation which excluded 
them from the aid or even the view of their ficet. 
But the rashness of Ammatas was fatal to himself 
and his country. He anticipated the hour of at- 
tack, outstripped his tardy followers, and was 
pierced. with a mortal wound, after he had slain 
with his own hand twelve of his boldest antagonists. 
His Vandals fied to Carthage; the highway, 
‘almost ten miles, was strewed with dead bodies ; 
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and it seemed incredible that such multitudes could 
be slaughtcred by the swords of three hundred Ro- 
mans. The nephew of Gelimer was defeated aiter 
a slight combat by the six hundred Massagete: 

they did not equal. the third part of his numbers; 
but each Scythian was fired by the cxample of his 
chief, who gloriously exercised the privilege of his 
family, by riding foremost and alone to shoot the. 
first arrow against theencmy. In the mean while, 
Gelimer himself, ignorant of the event, and mis- 
guided by the windings of the hills, inadvertently 
passed the Roman army, and re&ched the scene of 
action where Ammatas had fallen. He wept the 
fate of his brother and of Carthage, charged with 
irresistible fury the advancing squadrons, and 
might have pursued, and perhaps decided the 
victory, if he had not wasted those imestimable 
moments in the discharge of a vain, though 
pious, duty to the dead. While his spirit was 


‘broken by this mournful office, he heard the 


trumpet of Belisarius, who, in leaving Antonina 
and his infantry in the camp, pressed. forwards 
with his guards and the remainder of the cavalry 
to rally his flying troops, and to restore the for- 
tune of the day. Much room could not be found 
in this disorderly battle for the talents of a ge- 
neral; but the king fied before the hero; and the 
Vandals, accustomed only to a Moorish enemy, 
were incapable of withstanding the arms and dis- 
cipline of the Romans. Gelimer retired with 
hasty steps towards the desert of Numidia; but 
he had soon the consolation of learning that his 
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private orders for the execution of Hilderic and 
his captive friends had been faithfully obeyed. 
The tyrant’s revenge was useful only to his 


enemies. The death of a lawful prince excited 


the compassion of his people ; his life might have 
perplexed the victorious Romans; and the lieu- 
tenant of Justinian, by a crime of which lie was 
innocent, was relieved: from the painful aiterna- 
tive of forfeiting his honour or relinquishing his 
" conquests. 

As soon as the tumult had subsided, the several 
parts of the army informed’ cach other of the 
accidents of the day; and Belisarius pitched his 
cainp on the field of victory, to which the tenth 


mile-stone from Carthage had applied the Latin: 
appellation of decimus. From a wise suspicion of 


vind 
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the stratagems and resources of the Vandals, he ° 


marched the next day in order of battle, halted. 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage, and. 


allowed a night of repose, that he might not, in 
darkness and disorder, expose the city to the li- 
cence of the soldiers, or the soldiers themselves to 
the secret ambush of the city. But as the fears 
of Belisarius werc the result of calm and intrepid 
reason, he was soon satisfied that he might con- 
fide, without danger, in the peaceful and friendly 


aspect of the capital. Carthage blazed with in- . 


numerable torches, the signals of the public joy ; 


the chain was removed that guarded the entrance - 


of the port; the gates were thrown open, and 


the people, with acclamationg of gratitude, hailed 
and invited their Roman deliverers. The defeat 
éf the Vandals. and the freedom of Africa,. were 
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announced to the city on the eve of St. Cyprian, 
when the churches were already adorned and illu-. 
minated for the festival of the martyr, whom three 
centuries of superstition had almost raised to a 
local deity. The Arians, conscious that their 
reign had expired, resigned the temple to the 
Catholics, who rescued their saint ‘from profane 
hands, performed the holy rites, and loudly pro- 


.claimed the erced of Athanasius and Justinian. 


One awful hour reversed the fortuncs of the con-— 
tending parties. The suppliant Vandals, who had 
so lately indulged the vices of conquerors, sought 
an humble «efuge in the sanctuary of the church ; 
while the merchants of the East were delivered 
from the deepest dungeon of the palace by their 
affrighted keeper, who implored the protection 
of his captives, and shewed them, through an 
aperture in the wall, the sails of the Roman fleet. 


_ After their separation from the army, the naval 


commanders had proceeded with slow caution 
along the coast, till they reached the Hermean . 
promontory, and obtained the first itelligence 
of the victory of Belisarius. Faithful to his in- 
structions, they would have cast anchor about 
twenty miles from Carthage, if the more skilful 
seamen had not represented the perils of the 
shore, and the signs of an impending tempest. 
Still ignorant of the revolution, they declined, 
however, the rash attempt of forcing the chain 
of the port; and the adjacent harbour and 
suburb of Mandracium were insulted only by the 
rapine of a private officer who disobeyed and de- 
serted his leaders. But the Imperial ficet, ad- 
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vancing with a fair wind, steered through the 
narrow entrance of the Goletta, and occupicd 
in the deep and capacious lake of Tumis a secure 
station about five miles from the capital®. No 
sooner was Belisarius informed’ of their arrival, 
than he dispatched orders that the greatest part 
of the marincrs should be immediately landed 
to join the triumph, and to swell the apparent 
numbers of the Romans. Before he allowed 
them to enter the gates of Carthage, he exhorted 
them, in a discourse worthy of himself and the 
occasion, not to disgrace the glory of their arms: 
and to remember that the Vandals had becn the 
tyrants, but that zhey were the deliverers of the 
Africans, who must now be respected as the vo- 
luntary and affectionate subjects of their common 
sovereign. ‘The Romans marched through the 
streets in close ranks, prepared for battle if an 
enemy had appeared; the strict order maintained 
by the general imprinted on their migds the 
duty of obedience; and in an age in which custom 
‘and impunity almost sanctified the abuse of con- 
quest, the genius of one-man represscd the pas- 
sions of a victorious army. The voice of menace 


and complaint was silent; the trade of Carthage’ 
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was mot interrupted; while Africa changed her 


19 The neighbourhood of Carthage, the sea, the land, and the 
rivers, are changed almost as much as .the works of man. The 
isthinus, or neck, of the city is now confounded with the conti- 
nent; the harbour is a dry plain ; and the lake,-or stagnum, no 
more san a morass, with six or seven feet water in the:mid-chan. 
nel. See D’Anville (Geographie Ancienne, tor. ili. p. 82.), Shaw 


(Travels, p. 77—84.), Marmol (Description de P Afrique, tom: ii. 


p.465. ), and Thuanus (Iwill. 12. tom. iii p. 334.). - 
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CHAP. master and her government, the shops continued 
pee _ open and busy ; and. the soldiers, after sufficient 
guards had been posted, modestly departed to the 
houses which were allotted for their reception. — 
Belisarius fixed his residence in the palace ; seated 
himself on the throne of Genseric; accepted and 
distributed the Barbaric spoil; granted their 
lives to the suppliant Vandals; and laboured: to 
repair the damage which the suburb of Mandra- 
cium had sustained in the preceding night. At © 
supper he entertained his principal officers with 
the form and magnificence of a royal banquet”. 
The victor was respectfully served by the captive 
officers of the houschold; and in the moments of 
festivity, when the impartial spectators applauded 
the fortune and merit of Belisarius, his envious 
flatterers secretly shed their venom on every word 
and gesture which might alarm the suspicions of 
. a jealous monarch. One day was given to these 
pompoug. scenes, which may not be despised as 
useless, if they attracted the popular veneration ; 
but the active mind of Belisarius, which in the 
pride of victory could suppose a defeat, had al- 
ready resolved, that the Roman empire in Africa 
should not depend on the chance of arms, or the 
favour of the people. The fortifications of Car- 
thage had alone been exempted. from the general 
proscription ; but in the reign of ninety-five years 
they .were suffered to decay by the thoughtless 
20 From Delphi, the name of Delphicum was given, both in 
Greek and Latin, to‘atripod: and, by an easy analogy, the same 
appellation was extended at Rome, Constantinople, and Carthage, 


to the royal banqueting room (Precopius, Vandal. }. i.c. 21. Dy- 
cange, Gloss: Gree. p. 277. AcrGoeov, ad Alexiad. p. $42.) 
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‘and indolent Vandals. .A wiser conqueror re- 
stored with incredible dispatch the walls and 
ditches of the city. His liberality encouraged 
the workmen; the soldiers, the mariners, and the 
citizens, vied with each other in the salutary 
labour ; and Gelimer, who had.fearcd to trust his 
person in an open town, beheld with astonishment 
and despair the rising strength of an impregnable 
_ fortress. 

That unfortunate monarch, after the loss of his 
capital, applied himself to collect the remains of 
an army scattered, rather than destroyed, by the 
preceding battle; and the hopes of pillage at- 


tracted some Moorish bands to the standard of ,, 


Gelimer. He encamped in the fields of Bulla, 
four days journey from Carthage; insulted the 
capital, which he deprived of the use of an aque- 
duct; proposed an high reward for the head of 


every Rowan; affected to spare the persons and. 


property of his African subjects, and segretly ne- 
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gotiated with the Arian sectaries and the con-— 


federate Huns. Under these circumstances, the 
conquest of Sardinia served only to aggravate his 
distress: he reflected with the deepest’ anguish, 
that he had wasted, in that useless enterprise, five 
thousand of his bravest troops ; and he read, with 
grief and shame, the victdrious letters of his 


brother Zano, who expressed a sanguine confidence © 


that the king,. after the \example of their an- 


_ eestors, had already, chastised the rashness of the 

Roman invader. “ Alas! my- brother,” replied 

peauuee “ Heaven bas declared against our un- 
*« happy nation. While you have, subdued Sar- 
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as dinia, we have lost Africa. No sooner did ° | 
“* Belisarius appear with a handful of soldiers, 
“than courage .and prosperity deserted the cause 
‘of the Vandals... Your nephew Gibamund, your 
“ brother Ammatas, have been betrayed to death 
“ by the cowardice of their followers. Our horses, 
“our ships, Carthage-itself, and all Africa, are in 


_“ the power of the enemy. Yet the: Vandals still 


of i aed an ignominious. repose; at the expence of 


-. € their wives and children, their wealth and liberty. 


“ Nothing now remains, except the field of Bulla, 
“and the hope of your valour. Abandon Sar- 
“«dinia; fly to our relief; restore our empire, or 
“perish by our side.” “On the receipt of this 
epistle, Zano imparted his grief to the principal 
Vandals; but the intelligence was’ prudently con- 


' cealed from the natives of the island. The troops 
’ embarked in one hundred and twenty gallies at 


_the port of Cagliari, cast anchor the third day on 
‘the confines of Mauritania, and hastily pursued 


their march to join the royal standard in the 
camp of Bulla. Mournful was the interview : the 
two brothers embraced ; they wept in silence ; no 
questions were asked of the Sardinian victory ; no 
Inquiries were made of the African misfortunes: 

they saw before their eyes the whole extent of 
their calamities; and-the absence of their wives 
and, children afforded: 2 melancholy proof, that 


- either death or captivity: had been their lot. The 


languid ‘spirit’ of the Vandals was at length 


awakened and united by the: entreaties of their 


king, the example i aad and the instant danger 
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which threatened their monarchy and religion. 
The military strength of the nation advanced to 
battle; and such was the rapid increase, that, 
before their army reached Tricameron, about 
twenty miles from Carthage, they might boast, 
perhaps with some exaggeration, that they sur- 
passed, in a tenfold proportion, the diminutive 
powers of the Romans. But these powers were 
under the command of Belisarius; and, as he was 
conscious of their superior merit, he permitted the 
Barbarians to surprise him at an unscasonable 


hour. The Romans were instantly undcr arms: 


a rivulet covered their front; the cavalry formed 


the first linc, which Belisarius supported im the — 


centre, at the head of five hundred guards; the 
infantry, at some distance, was posted in the second 
‘line; and the vigilance of the general watched 
the separate station and ambiguous faith of the 
Massagete, who sccretly reserved their aid for the 
conquerors. The historian has inserted, and the 
reader may easily supply, the speeches” of the 
commanders, who, by arguments the most apposite 
to their situation, inculeated the importance of 
‘victory, and the contempt of life. ano, with the 
troops which had followed him to the conquest of 
Sardinia, was placed in the centre; and the throne 
of Genseric might have stood, if the multitude of 
Vandals had imitated their intrepid resolution. 
_ away their lances and missile weapons, 
' The: e orations always express the sense of the times, und some- 


times of the actors. I have condensed that sense, and thrown away 
declaiuation, 
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they drew their swords, and expected the charge : 

the Roman cavalry thrice passcd the rivulet; 
they were thrice repulsed; and the conflict. was 
firmly maintained, till Zano fell, and the standard 
of Belisarius was: displayed: Gelimer retreated 


‘to his camp; the ‘Huns joined the pursuit; and 


the victors despoiled the bodies of the slain. Yet 
no more than fifty Romans, and cight hundred 
Vandals, were found on the ficld of battle; so — 
inconsiderable was the carnage of a day, which — 
extinguished a nation, and trahsferred the empire 


of Africa. In the evehing, Belisarius led his in- 


fantry to the attack of the camp; and the pusil- 
lanimous flight of Gelimer exposed the vanity of 
his recent declarations, that, to the vanquished, 
death was a relief, life a burthen, and infamy the 
only object of terror. His departure was secret ; 
but as soon as the Vandals discovered that their 


king had deserted them, they hastily dispersed, 


anxious only for their personal safety, and carcless 
of every object that is dear or valuable to man- 
kind. The Romans entered the camp without 
resistance ; and the wildest scencs of disorder were 
veiled in the darkness and confusion of the night. 
Every Barbarian who met their swords was in- 
humanly massacred; their widows and daughters, 
as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, were em- 
braced by the licentious.. soldiers; and avarice 
itself was almost satiated with the treasures of 
gold and. silver, the accumulated fruits of conquest 
or aconomy in a ‘Jong ‘period of prosperity and 
peace. In this frantic search, the troops even of 
* Belisarius forgot: their caution and respect. In- 
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toxicated with lust and#rapine, they explored in 
small parties, or alone, the adjacent fields, the 
woods, the rocks, and the caverns, that. might 
possibly conceal any desirable prize: laden with 
‘booty, they deserted théir ranks, and wandered, 
without a guide, on’ the high road to Carthage ; 
and if the flying enemies had dared to return, 
very few of the conquerors would have escaped. 
Deeply sensible of the disgrace and denger, Beli- 
sarius passed an apprehensive night on the ficld of 
victory ; at the dawn of. day, he planted his 
standard on a hill, recalled his guards and ve- 
terans, and gradually restored the modesty and 
obedience of the camp. It was equally the con- 
cern of the Roman general to subdue the hostile, 
and to save the prostrate Barbarian: and the sup- 
pliant Vandals, who could be found only in 
churches, were protected by his authority, dis- 
armed, and separately confincd, that they might 
neither disturb the public peace, nor become the 
victims of popular revenge. After dispatching a 
light detachment to tread the footsteps of Geli- 
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mer, he advanced with his whole army, about | 


ten days march, as far as Hippo Regius, which 
ao . longer possessed the relics of St. a la 


2 The relics of St. Augustin were carried by the African bishops 
o their Sardinian exile (A.D. 500.); and it was believed in the viiith 
‘entury, that Liutprand, king of -the Lombards, transported them 
A. D. 721.) from Sardinia to Pavia. In the year.1695, the Augus- 
an friars of that city found a brick arch, marble coffin, silver case, 
ilk wrapper, bones, blood, &c. and perhaps an inscription of Agés- 
ino in Gothic letters. But this useful discovery has been disputed 
y reason and jealousy (Baronius, Annal. A. D. 725. No. 2—9,. 
“‘Wemont, Mem, Eccles. tom. xiii. p. 944. Montfaucon, Diarium 
. Atal. p. 26---30. Muratori, Antiq. Ital. Medit “ivi, tom. v. dissert. 
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CHAP. The season, and the cerf¥in intelligence that. the 

AL“ Vandal had fled to the inaccessible country of the 
Moors, determined Belisarius .to- relinquish the 
vain pursuit, and to fix his winter-quarters at 
Carthage. From -thence he dispatched his prin- 
cipal lieutenant, to inform the emperor, that in 
the space of three mguths he had atchieved the 
conquest of Africa. +! 

Conquest Belisarius spoke the language of truth. The 

i Belize Surviving Vandals yielded, without’ resistance, 

rius, their arms and their freedom: the neighbourhood 

mea Carthage submitted to. his presence ; and the 
more distant provinces were successively subdued 
by the report of his victory. Tripoli was con- 
firmed in her voluntary allegiance; Sardinia and 
Corsica surrendered to an officer, who carried, 
instead of a sword, the head of the valiant Zano; 
and the isles of Majorea,. Minorca, and Y¥vica, .. 
consented to remain an humble appendage of the 
. African kingdom. Cusarea, a royal city, which 
in.looser geography may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was situate thirty days march 
to the westward of Carthage: by land, the road 
was infested by the Moors; but the sea was open, 
and the Romans were now masters of the sea. 
An active and discreet tribune sailed as far as the 
Streights, where -he neces Septem or Ceuta”, 


viii. p. 9. who bad berets a ‘separate treatise before the decree 
of the bishop of Pavia, and pope Benedict XITII.). 

3 Ta ong mods sing - wporjusa, 18 the expression of Procopius (de — 
Edific, 1. vi. c. 7.). Ceuta, which has been defaced by the Portu- 
guese, flourished in nobles and palaces, in, agriculture and manu- 
faciures, under the more prosperous oe id the Arabs (l’Afrique . 
de Marmol, tom. ii. p. 236.). 
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which rises opposite to Gibraltar: on the African 
coast: that remote place was afterwards adorned 
and. fortified by Justinian; and. he seems to have 
indulged the vain ambition of extending his em- 


pire to.the columns of Hercules. He received 


the messengers of victory at the time when he 
was preparing to publish the pandects of the 
Roman law ; and the devout or jealous emperor 
celebrated the divine goodness, and ccnfessed, in 
silence, the merit of his successful gencral*. Im- 
patient to abolish the .temporal and spiritual 
tyranny of the Vandals, he procceded, without 
delay, to the full establishment of the Catholic 
church. Her jurisdiction, wealth, and immu- 
nities, perhaps the most essential part of epis- 
copal religion, were restored and amplified with a 
liberal hand; the Arian worship was suppressed ; 
the Donatist meetings were proscribed*”’; and 
the synod of Catthage, by the voice of two hun- 
dred and seventeen bishops”, applauded the just 
measure of pious retaliation. On such an oc- 
casion, it may not be presumed, that many 
orthodox prelates were absent; but the compara- 
tive emallness of their number, which in ancient 


26 See the second and third preambles to the Digest, or Pandects, 
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promulgated A. D. 533, December 16... To the titles of Vandalicus - 


and A/ricanus, Justinian, or rather Belisarius, had acquired a just 


claim: Gothicus swag Papreature, and Francicus false, and offensive . 


to a great nation. ° ale 

45 See the original, acta’ in Barcus (A.D. 535, No. 21—54.). 
- The emperor applauds his own eemency to the heretics, cum sufhi- 
Clat eis vivere. 

26 Dupin (Geograph. Sieta Afric: ma, p. lix. ad Optat. Milev J ob- 
_ serves and bewailsthis episcopal decay. In the more prosperous age of 
"the church, he had noticed 6g0 bishoprics ; but however minute were 
the dioceses, it is not probable that they all existed at the same time. 
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councils had been’ twice or even. thrice multiplied, 


s most clearly indicates the decay both of the church ~ 


and state’ While Justinian approved himself the 
defender of the faith, he entertained an ambitious 
hope, that his victorious lieutenant would speedily 
enlarge the narrow limits of his dominion to the 
space which they occupied before. the invasion 
of the Moors and Vandals; and Belisarius was | 
instructed to establish five dukes or commanders 
in the convenient stations of Tripoli, Leptis, 
Cirta, Caesarea, and Sardinia, and to compute 
the military force of palatines or borderers that 
might be sufficient for the defence of Africa. 
The kingdom of the Vandals was not unworthy 
of the presence of a Pretorian prefect; and four 
consulars, three presidents, were appointed to ad- 
minister the seven provinces under his civil juris- 
‘diction.¢ The number of their subordinate officers, 
clerks, messengers, or assistants, ‘Was minutely ex- 
pressed; three hundred and ninety-six for the 
prefect himself, fifty for each of his vicegcrents ; 
and the rigid definition of their fees ‘and salaries 
was more effectual to confirm the right, than to 
prevent the abuse. These magistrates might be — 
oppressive, but they were not idle: and the subtile 
questions of justice and revenue were infinitely 
propagated under the new government, which 
professed to revive the freedom and equity of the 
Roman republic... -The conqueror was solicitous 


. to exact a prompt’ and plentiful--supply from his - 


African subjects 3” and he’ allowed them to claim, 
even in the'third degree, and -from the collateral | 
line, the houses and lands of which their families | 
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had heen unj justly despoiled by: the Vandals 
_ After the departure of Belisarius, who -acted by 
an‘ high and special commission, no ordinary pro- 
vision was made for a master-general of the forces ; 
but the office of Pretorian prefect was irtrusted 
to a soldier; the civil and military powers were 
united, according to the practice of Justinian, in 
the chief governor; and the representative of the 
emperor in Africa, as well as in Italy. was soon 
distinguished by the appellation of Exarch “. 
Yet the conquest of Africa was imperfect, till 
her former sovereign was delivered, cither alive 
or dead, into the hands of the Romans. Doubt- 
ful of the event, Gelimer had given secret orders 
that, a part of his treasure should be transported 
to Spain, where he hoped'to find a sccure retuge 
at the court of the king of the Visigoths. But 
these intentions were disappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the indefatigable pursuit of his 
enemies, who intercepted his flight from the sea- 
shore, and chased the unfortunate monarch, with 
some faithful followers, to the inaccessible moun- 
tain of Papua “, in the inland country of Numidia. 
He was immediately besieged by Pharas, an of- 
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ficer whose truth and sobriety were the more ap- | 


plauded, as such qualities could seldom be found 
among the Heruli, the most corrupt of the Bar- 


27 The African laws of Justinian are illustrated by his German 
biographer (Cod. |. i. tit. 27. Novell. 36,37. 131. Vit. Justinian. 
p. 349—377.). 

“8 Mount Papua i6 saved by D’Anville (tom. iii. p. 02. and 
Tabul. Imp. Rom. Occident.) near Hippo Regius and the sea; yet 
_ this situation il agrees with the long pursuit bevond Hippo, and 
2 the words of Procopins (1. ii. C. 4:), ay TOS Nesdias rovyaTorg: 
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_ barian ‘tribes. To his vigilance Belisarius had 


ros pe entrusted this important charge; and, after a bold | 


attempt to scale the mountain, in which he lost 
an hundred and ten soldiers, Pharas expected, dur- 
ing a winter siege, the operation of distress and 
famine on the mind of the Vandal king. From 
the softest habits of pleasure, from the unbounded 
command of industry and wealth, he was reduced 
to share the poverty of the Moors”, supportable 
only to themselves by their ignorance of a happier 
condition. In their rude hovels, of mud and 
hurdles, which confined the smoke and excluded 
the light, they promiscuously slept on the ground, 
perhaps on a sheep-skin, with their wives, their 
children, and their cattle. Sordid and scanty 
were their garments; the use of bread and wine 
was unknown; and their oaten or barley-cakes, 
imperfectly baked in the ashes, were devoured 
almost in a crude state by the hungry savages. 
he health of Gelimer must have sunk under 
these strange and unwonted hardships, from what- 
soever cause they had been endured; but his 
actual misery was embittered by the recollection 
of past greatness, the daily insolence of his pro- 
tectors, and. the just apprehension, that the light 
and venal Moors might be tempted to betray the’ 
rights of hospitality. The: knowledge of his 
situation pane the humane and vee epistle 


29. Shaw (Travels, p- 220.) most: accurately represents the man- 
ners of the Bedowéens and Kabyles, the last of. whom, by;their 
language, are the remnant of the Moors: yet how changed—how 
civilized are these modern savages ! oe ire ey aniong 
them, and bread iseommon. =~ 4 |“? 
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of Pharas. ‘“ Like yoursclf,” said the chief of the 
Heruli, “I am an illiterate Barbarian, but I 
“speak the language of plain sense and an 
“honest heart. Why will you persist in hopc- 
“ less obstinacy? Why. will you ruin yourself, 
“ your family, and nation? The love of freedom 
“and abhorrence of slavery? Alas! my dearest 
“ Gelimcer, are you not already the worst of slaves, 
“the slave of the vile nation of the Moors? 
“ Would it not be preferable to sustain at Con- 
“ stantinople a life of poverty and _ servitude, 
“rather than to reign the undoubtcd monarch 
“of the mountain of Papua? Do you think it 
“a disgrace to be the subject of Justinian? 
‘‘ Belisarius is his subject; and we ourselves, 
“ whose birth is ‘not inferior to your own, are 
“not ashamed of our obedicnce to the Roinan 
“empcror. That generous prince will grant you 
“a rich inheritance of lands, a place in the se- 
“nate, and the dignity of patrician: such are 
“his gracious intentions, and you may depend 
“with full assurance on the word of Belisarius. 
“So long as heaven has condemned us to suffer, 
“ patience is a virtue; but if we reject the prof- 
“fered deliverance, it degenerates into blind 
“and stupid despair.” “I am not insensi- 
“ble,” replied the king of the Vandals, “ how 
“kind and rational is your advice. But I can- 
“not persuade myself to become the slave of an 
- “unjust enemy,. who has deserved my impla- 
“ cable hatred. Him I had never injured either 
“by word or decd: yet he has sent against me, 
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“who-has cast me headlong from the throne - 
“ into this abyss of misery. Justinian is a man; 
‘‘ he is a prince; does he not dread: for himself 
“a similar reverse of fortune? I can write no 
“more: my grief oppresses me. Send me, I 
“beseech you,.:my dear Pharas, send me, a 
“lyre”, a spunge, and a loaf of bread.” From 
the Vandal messenger, Pharas: was informed of 
the motives of this singular request. It was long 
since the king of Africa had tasted bread; a ° 
defluxion had fallen on his eyes, the cffect of 
fatigue or incessant weeping; and he wished to 


‘solace the melancholy hours, by singing to the 
“lyre the sad story of his own misfortunes. The 


humanity of Pharas was moved; hé sent the 
three extraordinary gifts; but even his humanity 
prompted him to redouble the vigilance of his 
guard, that he might sooner compel his prisoner 
to embrace a resolution advantageous to the Ro- 


“mans, but salutary to himself. The obstinacy of 


Gelimer at length yielded to reason and necessity ; 
the solemn assurances of safety and honourable 
treatment were ratified in the emperor's. name, 
by the ambassador of Belisarius ; and the king of 
the Vandals descended from the mountain. The 
first public interview was in one of the suburbs of 
Carthage ;. and.-when the: royal captive accosted’ 
his conqueror, he burst into a fit of laughter. The 
crowd might naturally believe, that extreme grief 


% By Procopius it is styled a dyre ; perhaps harp would have 
been more national. The instrument: of music are thus dis- 
wnzguished by Venantius Fortunatys : 


Romanusque (rd tibi plaudat, Barbarus Aarpé 
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- had deprived Gelimer of his senses; but in this 
mournful state, unscasonable mirth Gasinuated to 
‘more intelligent observers, that the vain and tran- 
sitory scenes of human greatness are unworthy of 
a serious thought ”. 

Their contempt was soon justified by a new 
example of a vulgar truth; that flattery adheres 
to power, and envy to superior merit. The chiefs 
of the Roman army presumed to think them- 
‘selves the rivals of an hero. Their private dis- 
patches maliciously affirmed, that the conqueror 
of Africa, strong in his reputation and the public 


love, conspired to seat himself on the throne of’ 


the Vandals. Justinian listened with too patient 
an ear; and his silence was the result of jealousy 
rather than of confidence. An honourable alter- 
native, of remaining in the province, or of re- 
turning to the capital, was indeed submittcd to the 
diserction of Belisarius; but he wisely concluded, 
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from intercepted letters, and the knowledge of his | 


sovereign’s temper, that he.must either resign his 
head, erect his standard, or confound his enemies 
by his presence. and submission. Innocence and 
courage decided his choice: his guards, captives, 
and treasures, were diligently embarked ; and s0 
prosperous was the navigation, that his arrival at 
Constantinople preceded any certain . account. of 


his departure from the port of Carthage. Such. 


‘at Herodétus Aegantty’ ‘describes the strange eRects of grief i in 
another royal captive, Psammetichus of Egypt, who wept at the 


lesserand was silesit.at the greatest: -of his calgmities (1. ili. €. 14:). In - 


the interview of Paulus Ai mitius and Pores, Belisarius might study ° 
his part: but it is probable that he webprread either Livy or aa . 


dnd it is‘certain that. his geneity det not needa tutor. 
VOU. VIT. 
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CHAP. unsuspecting loyalty removed the apprehensions - 
eee of Justinian: envy was silenced and inflamed by 


the public gratitude; and the third Africanus ob- 
tained the honours of a triumph, a ceremony 
which the city of Constantine had never scen, 
and which ancient Rome, sinee the reign of Ti- 
berius, had reserved for the auspicious arms of 
the Csars”. From the palace of Belisarius, the 
procession was conducted through the principal 
streets to the hippodrome; and this memorable - 
day seemed to avenge the injurics of Genscric, 
and to expiate the shame of the Romans. The 
wealth of nations was displayed, the trophies of 
martial or effeminate luxury; rich armour, golden 
thrones, and the chariots of state which had been 


used by the Vandal queen; the massy furniture 


of the royal banquet, the splendour of precious 
stones, the elegant forms of statues and vases, 
the more substantial treasure of gold, and the 
holy vessels of the Jewish temple, which after 
their long peregrination were respectfully depo- 
sited in the Christian church of Jerusalem. A 
Jong train of the noblest Vandals reluctantly ex- 
posed their lofty stature and manly countenance. 
Gelimer slowly advanced : he was clad in a pur- 
ple robe, and. still maintained the majesty of a 
King. - Not a tear escaped from his eyes, not a 
sigh was heard; but his, pride or piety derived 
| | : | 

3? After the title of imperator had lost the old military sense, and 

the Roman auspices were abolished by Christianity (see La Bleteric, 


Mem. de l’Academie; tom. xxi. p. 302—-332.), a triumph might Le 
given with less inconsistency to.a private general. ; 
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some secret consolation from ‘the words of Solo- cHap. 
_ mon™, which he repeatedly pronounced, vanity! | 1. 
VANITY! ALLIS VANITY! Instead of ascending 

a triumphal car drawn by four horses or elephants, 

the modest conqueror marched on foot at the head 

of his brave companions ; his prudence might de- 

cline an honour too conspicuous for a subject; and 

his magnanimity might justly disdain what had 

been so often sullied by the vilest of tyrants. 

The glorious procession entered the gate of the 
hippodrome; was saluted by the acclamations of 

the senate and people; and halted before the 

throne where Justinian and Theodora were seated 

to receive the homage of the captive monarch 

and the victorious hero. They both performed 

the customary adoration; and falling prostrate on 

the ground, respectfully totiched the footstool of a 

prince who had not unsheathed his sword, and of 

a prostitute who had danced on the theatre: some - 
gentle violence was used. to bend the stubborn 

spirit of the grandson of Genseric; and however 
trained to servitude, the genius of Belisarius must His sole 
have secretly rebelled. He was immediately de- mile 
clared consul for the ensuing year, and the day of A.D. 535. 
his inauguration resembled the pomp of a second “°"™"?" 
triumph : his curule chair was borne aloft on the 


’ 
, A 


33 If the Ecclesiastes be truly a work of Solomon, and not, like 
Prior’s poem, a pious and moral, composition of more recent times, 
in his namie, and on the supject-of; his repentance. The latter is 
the opinion ofthe learned aul fteBspirited Grotius (Opp. Theolog. 
tom. i, p. 258.) ; andl ped theEcclesiastes and Proverbs display 
a larger compass of thought and experience than seem $o belong 
either to a Jew or aking. - -, 


wat 
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shoulders of captive Vandals; and the spoils of 
war, gold cups, and rich girdles, were profusely . 
scattered among the populace. 

- But the purest reward of Belisarius was in the 
faithful execution of a treaty for which his honour 
had been pledged to the king of the Vandals. The 
rcligious ‘scruples of Gelimer, who adhered to the 
Arian heresy, were incompatible with the dignity 
of senator or patrician: but he received from the 
emperor an ample estate in the province of Ga- 
latia, where the abdicated monarch retired with 
his family and friends, to a life of peace, of afflu- 
ence, and perhaps of content™. The daughters of 
Hildcric were entertained with the respectful tcn- 
derness due to their age and misfortune ; and Jus- 
tinian and Theodora accepted the honour of cdu- 
cating and enriching ‘the, female descendants of 
the great Theodosius. The bravest of the Vandal 


. youth were distributed into five squadrons of ca- 


valry, which adopted ‘the name of thcir bene- 
factor, and supported in the Persian wars the glory 
of their ancestors. But these rare exceptions, the 
reward of birth or valour, are insufficient to cx- 
plain the fate of a nation, whose numbers, before a 


short and bloodless war, amounted to morc than six 


hundred ‘thousand persons. After the exile of 
their king and nobles, the servile crowd might pur- 


_ chase their safety, by abjuring’ their character, re- 


ligion,, and language; and their, degenerate poste- 


eae dae 
34. In the Belisaire of Marmontel, the king andthe conqucror-of 
Africa meet, sup, and converse, wathgut recolléctingg-each other. It 
is surely a fault of that romaneé,}iat not.only the hero, but all to 
whem he had been so conspicuonsly known, appear, to have lost’ 
their eyes or their memory. ° a . 
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rity would be insensibly mingled with the common 
herd of African subjects. Yet even in the present 
age, and in the heart of the Moorish tribes, a cu- 
rious traveller has discovered the white complexion 
and long flaxen hair of a northern race’ 5. and it 
was formerly believed, that the boldest of the Van- 
dals fled beyond the power, or even the knowledge, 
of the Romans, to enjoy their solitary freedom on 
the shores of the Atlantic ocean®. Africa had 
been their empire, it became thcir prison; nor 
could they entertain an hope, or even a wish, of re- 
turning to the banks of the Elbe, where their bre- 
thren, of a spirit less adventurous, still ‘wandered 
in their native forests. It was impossible for 
cowards to surmount the barriers of unknown sea: 
and hostile Barbarians: it was impossible for brave 
men to expose their nakedness and defeat before the 
eycs of their countrymen, to describe the kingdoms 
which they had lost, and to claim a share of the hum- 
ble inheritance, which, in a happier hour, they had 
almost unanimously renounced”. In the country 
between the Elbe and the Oder, sevcral populous 
_- 5 Shaw, p. 59. Yet.since Procoplus (1. ii. ¢. 13.) speaks of a 


people of mount Atlas, as already distinguished by white bo- 
dics and yellow hair, the phanoinenon (which i is likewise visible in 


the Andes of Peru, Buffon, tom. iil. p. 504.) may naturally be as-- 


cribed to the elevation of the ground and the temperature of the 
air. 

36 The geographer of Ravenna (I. iii. ce. xi. p. 199, 130, 131. 
Paris, 1688.) describes the Mauritania Gadi/ana (opposite to Cadiz), 
ubi gens Vandalorum, a Belisario devicta in Africa, fugit, et nun- 
quam. comparuit, 

37 A single voice had protested, and Genseric dismissed, without 
‘a formal answer, the Vandals of Germany: but those of Africa 

derided his prudence, and affected to despise the poverty of their 
" forests (Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c. 22.). 
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CHAP. villages of Lusatia are inhabited by the Vandals. 


, they still preserve their language, their customs, — 
and the purity of their blood; support with some 
impatience, the Saxon, or Prussian yoke ; and serve 
with secret and voluntary allegiance, the descendant 
of their ancient kings, who in his garb and present 
fortune is confounded with the meanest of his vas- 
sals". The name and situation of this unhappy: 
people might indicate their descent from one com- 
mon stock with the conquerors of Africa. But the 
use of a Sclavonian dialect more clearly represents 
them as the last remnant of the new colonies, who . 
succeeded to the genuine Vandals, already scat- 
tered or destroyed in the age of Procopius ”. 
Manners If Belisarius had been tempted to hesitate in his 
and defeat a 
of the allegiance, he might have urged, even against the 
cers. emperor himself, the indispensable duty of saving 
Africa from -an enemy more barbarous than the 
_ Vandals. The origin of the Moors is involved 
in darkness: they were ignorant of the use of 
letters. Their limits cannot be precisely dc- 


fined: a boundless continent was open to the 


38 From the mouth of the great elector (in 1687) Tollius de- 
‘cribes the secret royalty and rebellious ‘Spirit of the Vandals of* 
‘Brandenburgh, who could muster five or six thousand soldiers who 
had..procured some cannon, &c. (Itinerar. Hungar. p. 42. apud 
Dybos, Hist. de la Monarchie Francoise, tom. i. p- 182, 183.). 
The veracity, not of the elector, but of Tollius himself, may justly 
be suspected. 

39 Procopius (I. i. c. 29.) was in total decane as: pmen reg ovds 

- evpue ag-eue cwheras. Under the reign of Dagobert (A. D. 630.), the 
Sclavonian tribes of the Sorbi and Venedi already bordered on 
’ Thuringia (Mascou, Hist. of the Germans, xv. 3, 4, 5.). 

40 Sallust represents the Moors as a rerunant of the army of He- 
racles (de Bell. Jugurth.c. 21.), and Procgpius (Vandal. 1. il. c. 10.) 
as the posterity of the Cananans who fled from the robber Joshua’ 
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Libyan shepherds; the change of scasons and pas- 
_ tures regulated their mofions ; and their rude huts 
and slender furniture were transported with the 
same ease as their arms, their families, and their 
cattle, which consisted of sheep, oxen, and camels“. 
During the vigour of the Roman power, they ob- 
served a respectful distance from Carthage and the 
sea-shore; under the feeble reign of the Vandals, 
they invaded the cities of Numidia, occupied the 
sca-coast from Tangier to Caesarea, and pitched 
their camps, with impunity, in the fertile province 
of Byzacium. The formidable strength and art- 
ful conduct of Belisarius secured the neutrality of 
the Moorish princes, whose vanity aspired to re- 
ceive, in the emperor’s name, the cnsigns of their 
regal dignity. They were astonished by the ra- 
pid event, and trembled in the presence of their 
conqueror. But his approaching departure soon 


relieved the apprehensions of a savage and super- , 


stitious people; the number of their wives allowed 
them to disregard the safety of their infant hos- 
tages; and when the Roman general hoisted sail 
inthe port of Carthage, he heard the cries, and al- 
“most beheld the flames, of the desolated province. 


(Ansys). Ile quotes two columns, ‘with a Phoenician inscription. 
I believe in the columns—I doubt the inscription—and I reject the 
pedigree. 

41 Virgil (Georgic. iii. 339.) and Pomponius Mela (i. 8.) desciibe 
the wandering life of the African shepherds, similar to that of the 
Arabs and Tartars ; and Shaw (p. 222.) is the best commentator on 
the poet and the geographer: 

42 The customary gifts were a scéptre, a crown or cap, a white 
cloak, a figured tunic and shoes, all adorned with gold and silver, 
nor were these precious metals less acceptable in the shape of coin 
(Procop. Vandal. ‘Li. c. 25.). 
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cHap. Yet he persisted in his resolution ; and leaving only ° 
XL. 


a part of his guards to reinforce the feeble garrisons, 
he entrusted the command of Africa to the eunuch 
Solomon, who proved himself not unworthy to be 
the successor of Belisarius. In the first invasion, 
some detachments, with two officers of merit, were 
surprised and intercepted; but Solomon speedily 
assembled his troops, marched from Carthage into 
the heart of the country, and in two great battles 
destroyed sixty thousand of the Barbarians. The * 
Moors depended on their multitude, their swiftness, _ 
and their inaccessible mountains; and the aspect 
and smell of their camels are said to have-produced 
some confusion in the Roman cavalry“. But as 
soon as they were commanded to dismount, they 


derided this contemptible obstacle; as soon as the 
_columns ascended the hills, the naked and disorderly 
crowd was dazzled by glittcring arms and regular 
evolutions; and the menace of their female prophets 


was repeatedly fulfilled, that the Moors should be 


‘discomfited by a beardless antagonist. - The vic- 
terious eunuch advanced: thirteen days’ journcy 


¥ 


- 48 See the.African:govertment.and warfare of Solomon, in Pro-" 


copius: (Vandal. 1. di, ¢, 10, 11, 12, 13. 19, 20.). He, was recalled, 


and again restored; and his last victory dates in the xiiith year of 
“Justinian (A. D. 536.). ‘An accidént in‘ his childhood had ren- 


dered him an: eunuch (1. i. c. 11.):.the other Roman generals 
were amply furnished with beards, qwyovog emsrAapeyos (I. ii. c. 
8.). 


* -44 This natural antipathy of the horse‘for the camel, is affitmed 


by the ancients (Xenophon. Cyropzd. }. vi. p. 438, 1. vil. p. 483. 
492. edit. Hutchinson. Polyen. Stratagem. vii. 6. Plin. Hist. Nat. 


- viii, 26. Elian de Natur. Animal. 1. iii. c. 7.); but i¢ is disproved 


hy daily experience, and derided by the best judges, the Orientals 
(Voyage d’Olearius, p- 553.). 
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from Carthage, to besiege mount Aurasius“, the CHA P. 
citadel, and at the same time the garden of Nu- Mee 


mitia. That range of hills, a branch of the great 
Atlas, contains, within a circumference of onc 
hundred and twenty miles, a rare variety of soil 
and climate; the intermediate vallies and elevated 
plains abound with rich pastures, perpetual streams, 
and fruits of a delicious taste and uncommon mag- 
nitude. This fair solitude is decorate¢ with the 
ruins of Lambesa, a Roman city, once the seat of 
a legion, and the residence of forty thousand in- 
habitants. The Ionic temple of A’sculapius is en- 
compassed with Moorish huts; and the cattle now 
graze in the midst of an amphitheatre, under the 
shade of Corinthian columns. <A sharp: perpendi- 
cular rock rises above the level of the mountain, 
where the African princes deposited their wives 
and treasure; and a proverb is familiar to the 


Arabs, that the man may eat fire, who dares to 


attack the craggy clifts and inhospitable natives of 
mount Aurasius. ‘This hardy enterprise was 
twice attempted by the eunuch Solomon: from 
the first, he retreated with some disgrace; and in 
‘the second, his patience and provisions were al- 
most exhausted; and he must again have retired, 

if he had not yielded to the impetuous courage of 
his troops, who audaciously scalcd, to the astonish- 
ment of the Moors, the mountain, the hostile 
camp, and the summit of the Geminian rock. A 


#5 Procopiusis the first. who describes mount Aurasius (Vandal. 
1. ii.c.43. De Edific. 1. vi. ¢.7.). He may be compared with 
Leo Afticanus (dell Africa, parte v. in Rainusio, tom. 1. fol. 77. 
recto), Marmol (tom, ii. p. 430.), and Shaw (p. 50—-59.). 
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citadel was erected to.secure this important con- 
quest, and to remind the Barbarians of their de- | 
feat: and as Solomon pursued his march to ‘the 
west, the long-lost.province of Mauritanian Sitifi 
was again annexed to the Roman empire. The 
Moorish war continued several years after the de- 
parture of Belisarius; but the laurels which he 
resigned to a faithful lieutenant, may be justly ~ 
ascribed to his own triumph. 

The experience of past faults, which may some- ” 
times correct the mature age of an individual, is 
seldom profitable to the successive generations of 
mankind. ‘The nations of antiquity, careless of 


each other’s safety, were separately vanquished 


and enslaved by the Romans. This awful lesson 
might have instructed the Barbarians of the West 
to oppose, with timely counsels and confederate 
arms, the unbounded ambition of Justinian. Yet 
the same error was repeated, the same conse- 
quences were felt, and’ the Goths, both of Italy 
and Spain, inseusible of their approaching danger, 

beheld with indifference, and*even with joy, the 
rapid downfal of the Vandals. After the failure 
of the royal line, Theudes, a valiant and power-' 
ful chief, ascended the throne of Spain, which 
he' had ‘formerly administered. in the nanie of 
Theodorie and his infant grandson. Under his 
command, the Visigoths besieged the fortress of 
Ceuta on the African coast: but, while they 
spent the sabbath-day in peace and devotion, the 


~ pious security of their camp .was invaded by a 


sally from the town; and the king himself, ‘with 
some difficulty and danger, escaped; from ° the’ 
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: hands of a sacrilegious enemy“. It was not long 
before his pride and resentment were gratified by 
‘a suppliant embassy irom the unfortunate Geli- 
mer, who implored, in his distress, the aid of the 
Spanish monarch. But instead of sacrificing 
these unworthy passions to the dictates of genc- 
rosity and prudence, Theudes amuscd the am- 


bassadors, till he was secretly informed of the 


Joss of Carthage, and then dismissed them with 
’ obscure and contemptuous advice, to seek in their 
native country a true knowledge of the state of 
the Vandals“. The long continuance of the 
Italian war delayed the punishment of the Visi- 
goths; and the eyes of Theudes were closed before 
they tasted the fruits of his mistaken policy. 
After his death, the sceptre of Spain was disputed 
by a civil.war. The weaker candidate solicited 


the protection of Justinian, and ambitiously sub- . 


scribed a treaty of alliance, which deeply wounded 
the independence and happiness of his country. 
Several cities, both on the ocean and the Medi- 
terranean, were ceded to the Roman troops, who 
afterwards refused to evacuate those pledges, as it 
should seem, either of safety or payment; and as 


they were fortified by perpetual supplies from. 


Africa, they maintained their impregnable sta- 
tions, for the mischievous purpose of inflaming 
the civil and religious factions of the Barbarians. 
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46 Isidor. Chron. p. 722. edit. Grot. Mariana, Hist. Hispan. | 


I. v.c. 8. p. 1973. . Yet according to Isidore, the sicge of Ceuta, 
and the death of Theudes, happened, A. Ac. H. 586: A.D. 
548.; and the place was defended, not by the Vandals, but by the 
Romans. 


* 47 Procppius, Vandal. Li. c. 24, 
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Seventy years elapsed before this painful thorn - 
could be: extirpated from the bosom of the mon- 
archy ; and as long as t the emperors retained: any 
share of these remote and useless possessions, their 
vanity might number Spain in the list of their 
provinces, and the successors of Alaric in the rank 
of their vassals *. 

The error of the Goths who reigned in Italy 
was less excusable than that of their Spanish 
brethren, and their punishment was still more ° 
immediate and terrible. From a motive of pri- 
vate revenge, they cnabled their most dangerous 
enemy to destroy thcir most valuable ally. A 
sistcr of the great 'Theodoric had been given in 
marriage to Thrasimond the African king” 
on this occasion, the fortress of Lilybeum” in 
Sicily was resigned to the Vandals: and the 
princess Amalafrida was attended by a martial 
train of one thousand nobles, and five thousand 
Gothie soldiers, who signalized their valour in 
the Moorish wars. Their merit was over-ratcd 
by themselves, and perhaps neglected by the 
Vandals: they viewed the country with cnvy, 
and the conquerors with disdain ; but their real: 


-*, 48 See the original Chronicle of Isidore, and the vth and vith 


books of the History of Spain by Mariana. The Romans were 
finally expelled by Suintila king of the Visigoths (A. D. 621-—-626.), 
after their reunion to the Catholic church. 
'# See the marriage and fate of Amalafrida in Procoyius (Van- 
da], 1. i. c. 8, 9.), and in Cassiodorius (Var. ix. 1.) the expostulation 
of her royal brother. Compare likewise the Chronicle of Victor 
‘Fannunensis. 

® Lilybuin was built by the Carthaginians, Olym. xev. 4.3 and 
in the first Punie war, a strong situation, and excellent harbour, 
rendered that plice an important object to both- nations. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


or fictitious conspiracy was prevented by a mas- 
sacre; the Goths were oppressed, and, the cap- 
tivity of Amalafrida was soon followed by her 
secret and suspicious death. The eloquent pen 
of Cassiodorius was employed to reproach the 
Vandal court with the crucl violation of every 
social and public duty; but the vengeance which 
he threatened in the name of his sovereign, might 
be derided with‘ impunity, as long as Africa was 
“protected by the sea, and the Goths were destitute 
ofa navy. In the blind impotence of grief and 
indignation, they joyfully saluted the approach 
of the Romans, entertained the ficct of Beli- 
sarius in the ports of Sicily, and were speedily 
delighted or alarmed by the surprising intelli- 
gence, that their revenge was executed beyond 
the measure of their hopes, or perhaps of their 
wishes. To their friendship the emperor was in- 
debted for the kingdom of Africa, and the Goths 
might reasonably think, that they were entitled 
to resume the possession of a barren rock, so re- 
cently separated as a nuptial gift from the island 
of Sicily. They were soon undeceived by the 
haughty mandate of Belisarius, which cxcited 
their tardy and unavailing repentance. “ ‘lhe 
“ city and promontory of Lilybeum,” said the 
Roman gencral, “ belonged to the Vandals, and 
“ I claim them by the right of conqucst. Your 
“ submission may deserve the favour of the cm- 
peror; your obstinacy will provoke his displea- 
sure, and must kindle a war, that can terminate 


ce 
6é 


&é 


es * take up arms, we shall contend, not to regain 


only in your uttcr ruin. If you compel us to - 
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* the possession of a single city, but to deprive you 
of all the provinces which you unjustly withhold. 
“ from their lawful sovereign.” A nation of two 
hundred thousand soldiers might have smiled at the 
vain menace of Justinian and his lieutenant: but 
a spirit of discord and disaffection prevailed in Italy, 
and the Goths supported, with reluctance, the in- 
dignity of a female reign”. 

The birth of Amalasontha, the regent and queen | 
of Italy”, united the two most illustrious families of 
the Barbarians. Her mother, the sister of Clovis, 
wasdescended from the long-haired kings of the Mc- 
rovingian race”; and the regal suecession of the 
Amali was illustrated in the eleventh generation, by 
her father, the great Thcodoric, whose merit might 
have ennobled a plebeian origin. ‘The sex of his 
daughter excluded her from the Gothic throne; but 
his vigilant tenderness for his family and his people 
discovered the last heir of the royal line, whose ances- 
tors had taken refuge in Spain; and the fortunate 
Eutharic was suddenly exalted to the rank of a 
consul and a prince. He enjoyed only a short 
time the charms of Amalasontha, and the hopes__ 
of the succession; and his widow, after the death 


51 Compare the different passages of Procopius (Vandal. I. ii. ¢. 
§. Gothic. 1. i. c. 3.). 

52 For the reign and character of Amalasontha, see Procopius 
(Gothic. 1. i. c. 2, 3, 4. and Anecdot. c. 16. with the Notes of Ale- 
mannus), Cassiodorius (Var. viii, ix, x, and xi. 1.), and Jornandes 
(de Rebus Geticis, c. 59. and De Successione Regnorum, in Mu- 
ratori, tom. i. p- 241.). 

53 The marriage of Theodori¢ with Audefieda, the sister of Clo- 
vis, may be placed in the year 495, soon after the conquest of Italy 
(De Buat, Hist. des Peuples, tom. ix. p. 213.). The nuptials of. 
Eutharic and Amalasontha were celebrated in 515 (Cassiodor. ur 
Chron. p. 453.). 
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of her husband and father, was left the guardian cHap. 


of her son Athalaric, and the kingdom of Italy. 
Atthkoeape of aboat twenty-eight years, the endow- 
ments of her mind and person had attained their 
perfect maturity. Her beauty, which, in the ap- 
prehension of Theodora herself, might have dis- 
puted the conquest ofan emperor, was animated 
by manly sense, activity, and resolution. Edu- 
cation and experience had cultivated her talents ; 
- her philosophic studies were exempt from vanity ; 
and, though she expressed herself with equal ele- 
gance and ease in the Greck, the Latin, and the 
Gothic tongue, the daughter of Theodoric main- 
tained in her counsels a discrcet and impene- 
trable silence. By a faithful imitation of the 
virtues, she revived the prosperity, of his reign : 

while she strove, with pious care, to expiate the 
faults, and to obliterate the darker memory of 


his declining age. ‘The children of Bocthius . 


and Symmachus were restored to their paternal 
inheritance: her extreme lenity never consented 
to inflict any corporal or pecuniary pcnaltics on 
her Roman subjects; and she generously des- 
pised the clamours of the Goths, who, at the 
end of forty years, still considered the people of 
Italy as their slaves or their cnemies. - Her salu- 
tary measures were directed by the wisdom, and 
celebrated by the eloquence, of Cassiodorius ; she 
solicited and deserved the friendship of the em- 
peror ; and the kingdoms of Europe respected, both 
in peace and war, the majesty of the Gothie 
throne. But the future happiness of the queen 
‘a of Italy depended on the education of her son ; 
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CHAP. who was destined, by his birth, to support the 


XLI. 


different .and_ almost incompatible characters of 


"the chief of a*Barbarian canip, aud the first magis-_ 


trate of a civilized nation. From the age of ten 
years”, Athalaric was diligently instructed in the 
arts and sciences, either useful or ornamental for 
a. Roman prince: and three venerable Goths 
were chosen to instil the principles of honour and 


‘virtue.into the mind of their young king. But 


the pupil who is insensible of the benefits, must ° 
abhor the restraints, of education; and the soli- 
citude of ‘the queen, which affection rendered 
anxious and severe, offended the untractable 
nature of her son and his subjects. On a solemn 
festival, when the Goths were assembled in the 
palace of Ravenna, the royal youth escaped from 
his mother’s apartment, and, with tears of pride 
and anger, complained of a blow which his stubborn 
disobedience had. provoked her to inflict. The 
Barbarians resented the indignity which had been 
offered to their king ; accused the regent of con- 
spiring against his life and crown;. and imperiously 
demanded, that the grandson of Theedoric should 


_be rescued from the dastardly discipline of women 


and pedants, and educated, like a valiant Goth, in 
the society of his equals, and the glorious ignorance 
of his ancestors. ‘To this rude clamour, importu- 
nately urged as the voice of the nation, Amalason- 
tha was compelled to yield her reason, and the 


4 At the death of Theodoric, his grandson Athalaric is described 
by Procopius as a boy about cight years old—oxrw yeyerws ern Cas- 
siodorius, with authority and reason, adds two years to his age— 
infantulum adhuc vix decennem. 
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‘ dearest wishes of her heart. The king of Italy 
was abandoned to wine, to women, and .to rustic 
| sneer eat tha | itliscreet contempt of the un- 
grateful youth, betrayed the mischievous designs 
of his favourites and her enemies. Encompassed 


with domestic foes, she entered into a secret ncego- 
tiation with the emperor Justinian; obtained the 


assurance of a friendly reception, and had actually 


deposited at Dyrachium in Epirus, a treasure of 
‘forty thousand pounds of gold. Happy would it 
have been for her fame and safety, if she had 
calmly retired from barbarous faction, to the peace 
and splendour of Constantinople. But the mind 
of Amalasontha was inflamed by ambition and re- 
venge; and while her ships lay at anchor in the 
port, she waited for the suecess of a crime which 
. her passions excused or applauded as an act of 
justice. ‘[Thre@ of the most dangcrous malecon- 
tents had béen separately removed, undcr the pre- 
tence of trust and command, to thc frontiers of 
Italy : they were assassinated by her private emis- 
saries; and the blood of these noble Goths ren- 
dered the quecn-mother absolute in the court of 
- Ravenna, and justly odious to a free people. But 
if she had lamentcd the disorders of her son, she 
soon wept his irreparable loss; and the death of 
Athalaric, who, at the age of sixteen, was con- 
sumed by premature intemperance, left her desti- 
tute of any firm support or legal authority. In- 
stead of submitting to the laws of her country, 
which held as a fundamental maxim, that the 
succession could never pass from the lance to the 
distaff, the daughtcr of Theodoric conccived the 
VOL. VIE. v 
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impracticable design of sharing, with one of her 
cousins,.the regal title, and of reserving in her. 
own hands the substance of‘ sifpreme power-” He 
received the proposal with profound respect and 
affected gratitude; and the eloquent Cassiodorius 
announced to the senate and the emperor, that 
Amalasontha and heodatus had ascended the 
throne of Italy. His birth (for his mother was 
the sister of Theodoric) might be considered as an 
imperfect title; and the shoe of Amalasontha’ 
was more strongly directed by her contempt of his 
avarice and pusillanimity, which had deprived him 
of the love of the Italians, and the esteem of the 
Barbarians. But Theodatus was cxasperated by 
the contempt which he deserved: her justice had 
repressed and ‘reproached the oppression which he 
exercised against his Tuscan neighbours; and the 
principal Goths, united by common guilt and rc- 
sentment, conspired to instigate his slow and timid 
disposition. ‘lhe letters of congratulation were 
scarcely dispatched before the queen of Italy was 
imprisoned in a small island of the lake. of Bolse- 
na”, where, after a short confinement, she was 
strangled in the bath, by the order, or with the 
connivance, of the new king, who instructed his 
turbulent subjects to shed the blood of their 
sovereigns. 


55 The lake, from the neighbouring towns of Etruria, was 
styled either Vulsinicnsis (now of Bolsen: a) or Tarquiniensis. It 
is surrounded with white rocks, and stored with fish and wild- 
fowl. The younger Pliny (Epist. it. off.) celebrates two woody 
islands that floated on its waters: ifa fable, how credulous the an- 


clents!—if a fact, how careless the moderns! Yet, since Pliny, ine 


tcland nay have been fixed by new and gradual accessions 
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- Justinian beheld with joy the dissensions of the crap. 
Goths; and the mediatiqn of, an ally .concealed a 
and “Promoted thé“&mbitious views of the conque- Belisarius 

ror. His ambassadors, in their public audience, 1," 

demanded the fortress of Lilybeum, ten Barba- sa 

rian fugitives, and a just compensation for the A.D. 535, 

pillage of a small town on the Illyrian borders ; ee 

but they secretly negotiated with Theodatus to 

betray the province of Tuscany, anc tempted 
" Amalasontha to extricate herself from danger and 
perplexity, ‘by a free surrender of the kingdom of 
Italy. A false and servile epistle was subscribed 
by the reluctant hand of the captive queen: but 
the confession of the Roman senators, who were 
sent to Constantinople, revealed the truth of her 
deplorable situation ; and Justinian, by the voice 
of a new ambassador, most: powerfully interceded 
for her life and liberty. Yet the secret instruc- 
tions of the same minister were adaptcd to scrve 
the cruel jealousy of Theodora, who dreaded 
the presence and supcrior charms of a rival: he 
prompted, with artful and ambiguous hints, the 
execution of a crime so useful to the Romans” ; 

‘ received the intelligence of her death with gricf 
and indignation, aud denounced, in his master’s 
name, immortal war against the perfidious assassin. 
In Italy, as well as in Africa, the guilt of an 
‘usurper appeared to justify the arms of Justinian; 
but the forces which he prepared, were insuflicient 


56 Yet Procopius discredits his own evidence (Auccdot. ¢. 16.), by 
confessing that in his public history he had not spoken the truth. 
See the Epistles from queen Gunidelina to the empress Theodora 
(Var. x. 20, 21, 23. and obseeve a suspicions word, de ill persout, 
&e.) with the claborate Conmentary of Buat Qo. x, p. 177 185.), 
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cuap. for the subversion of a mighty kingdom, if their 


“XL 


- feeble ROK as Oecd - myltiplicd by the 


name, the spirit, and the conduct of an hero? A 
chosen troop of guards, who served on horseback, 
and were armed with lanecs and bucklers, attended 
the person of Belisarius: his cavalry was composed 
of two hundred Huns, three hundred Moors, and 
four thousand confederates, and the infantry con- 
sisted only of three thousand Isaurians. Stccring 
the same course as in his former expedition, the 
Roman consul cast anchor before Cataha in Sicily, 
to survey the strength of the island, and to decide 
whether he should attempt the conquest, or peacc- 
ably pursue his voyage for the African coast. He 
found a fruitful land and a friendly pcople. Not- 
withstanding the decay of agriculture, Sicily still 
supplicd the granaries of Rome: the farmers were 
graciously exemptcd from the oppression of military 
quarters; and the Goths, who trusted the defence 
of the island to the inhabitants, had some reason 
to complain, that their confidence was ungratefully 
betrayed-. Instead of soliciting and expecting the 
aid of the king of Italy, they yiclded to the first 
summons a cheerful obedience: and this province, 
the first fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after 
a long separation, united to the Roman empire ”. 
The Gothic garrison of Palermo, which alonc at- 
tempted to resist, was reduced, after a short sicge, 
by a singular stratagem. Belisarius introduced his 


57 For the conquest of Sicily, compare the narrative of Procopius 
with the complaints of Yotila (Gothic. 1. ce. 4. Lot. e. 10.). 
The Gothic queen had lately reliey ee that thankless inland (Var 
ix. 10, 13.). 
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. ships into the deepest recess of the harbour; their 
boats were laborionsly hoisted with ropes and 
“pulliss to ‘the top-mast head, duti he filled them 
with archers, who, from that supcrior station, 
commanded the ramparts of the city. After this 
casy, though successful campaign, the conqucro 

entered Syracuse in triumph, at the head of his 
victorious bands, distributing gold medals to the 
people, on the day which so gloriously terminated 
- the year of the consulship. Le passed the winter- 
season in the palacc of ancient kings, amidst thic 
ruins of a Grecian colony, which once extended 
to a circumference of two and twenty miles” 

but in the spring, about the festival of Easter, 
the prosecution of his designs was interrupted by 
a dangerous revolt of the African forces. Car- 
thage was saved by the presence of Belisarius, 
who suddenly landed . with a thousand guards. 
Two thousand soldiers of doubtful faith returned 
to the standard of their old commander: and le 
marched, without hesitation, above fifty miles, to 
seck an cnemy,, whom he affected to pity and 
despise. Hight thousand rebels trembled at lus 
approach ; they were routed at the first outsct, 
by the dexterity of their master: and this ignoble 
victory would have restored the peace of Affica, 
if the conqueror had not been hastily recalled to 
Sicily, to appease a sedition which was: kindlcd 


58 The ancient magnitude and splendour of the five quarters of 
Syracuse, are delineated by Cicero (in Veirem, actio ii, 1. iv. 
cC. 5%, 43.), Strabo (I. vi. p. 415.), and DY’Orville Sienla (tom. ii. 
p. 174—202.). The new city, restored by Augustus, shrouk 
towards the island. 
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CHAP. during his absence in his own camp”. Disorder 
oe I. and disobedience were the common malady of the 
times: the gentu$to commaiid, and the’ virtue to’ 

obcy, resided only in the mind of Belisarius. 
Regnand Although Thcodatus descended from a racc of 
wemne’s heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and averse to 
datus, the the dangers, of war. Although he had studied 

0thic 

king of the writings of Plato and Tully, philosophy was 
Fae 1 534, incapable of purifying his mind from the bascst 
ie passions, avarice and fear. He had purchased a° 
August. sceptre by ingratitude and murder: at the first 
menace of an encmy, he degraded his own ma- 
jesty, and that of a nation, which already dis- 
dained. their unworthy sovereign. Astonished by 
the recent example of Gelimer, he saw himself 
dragged in chains through the streets of Con- 
stantinople: the terrors which Belisarius inspircd, 
were heightened by the cloquence of Peter, the 
Byzantine ambassador ; and that bold and subtle 
advocate persuaded him to sign a treaty, too igno- 
minious to become the foundation of a lasting 
peace. It was stipulated, that in the acclamations 
of the Roman people, the name of the emperor 
should be always proclaimed before that of the 
Gothic king; and that as often as the statue of 
Theodatus was erected-in brass or marble, the 
divine image of Justinian should be placed on its 
right hand. Instead of conferring, the king of 
Italy was reduced to solicit, the honours of the 


oH) Procopius (Vandal. J. ti. c. 14, 15.) so clearly relates the re- 
turn of Belisarius into Sicily (p. 140. edit. Hoeschelii), that I am 
astonished at the strange inisapprehension and reproaches of a 
Jearned ciilic (Oeuvres de la Mothele Vayer, tom, viii. p. 162, 163 9. 
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senate; and the consent of the emperor was made 
indispensable before he could execute, against a 
priest or senator, the sentence seither of death or 
confiscation. ‘I'he fecble monarch resigned the 
possession of Sicily; offered, as the annual mark 
of his dependence, a crown of gold, of the weight 
of three hundred pounds ; and promised to supply, 
at the requisition of his sovercien, three thousand 
Gothic auxiliaries for the service of the empire. 
’ Satisfied with these extraordinary concessions, the 
successful agent of Justinian hastened his journey 
to Constantinople; but no sooner had he reached 
the Alban villa”, than he was recalled by the 
anxiety of Theodatus; and the dialogue which 
passed between the king and the ambassador de- 
serves to be represented in its original simplicity. 
“Are you of opinion that the empcror will 
“ratify this treaty? Perhaps. If he refuses, 
“what consequence will ensue? War. Will 
“such a war be just or reasonable? Most 
“assurcdly: every one should act according to 
“ fas character. What is your meaning? You 
“ are a philosopher—Justinian is emperor of the 
“ Romans: it would ill become the disciple of 
“ Plato to shed the blood of thousands in his pri- 
“ vate quarrel: the successor of Augustus should 
“ vindicate his rights, and recovcr by arms the 
“ancient provinces of his empire.” ‘This rcason- 


60 The ancient Alba was ruined in the first age of Rome. On 
the same spot, or at Icast in the neighbourhood, successively arose, 
1. The villa of Pompey, &c. 27 A camp of the Pretorian cohorts. 
3. The modern episcopal city of Albanum or Albano (Procop. 
Goth, |. ii. c. 4. Cluver. Ital. Antiq. tem. ii. p. 914.). 
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CHAP. ing might not convince, but it was sufficient ta 
Dagete alarm and subduc the weakness of ‘Theodatus; and 
he soon descended4to Kis last. offer, that for the 
poor cquivalent of a pension of forty-eight thousand — 
pounds sterling, he would resign the kingdom of 
the Goths and Italians, and spend the remainder 
of his days in the innocent pleasures of philosophy 
and agriculture. Both treatics were entrusted to 
the hands of the ambassador, on the frail security 
of an oath not to produce the second till the first 
had been positively rejected. ‘The event may be 
easily foreseen: Justinian required and accepted 
the abdication of the Gothic king. His indefati- 
gable agent returned from Constantinople to Ra- 
venna, with ample instructions; and a fair epistle, 
which ‘praised the wisdom and generosity of the 
royal philosopher, granted his pension, with the 
assurance of such honours, as a subject and a 
catholic might enjoy; and wisely refcrred the 
final exccution of the treaty, to the presence and 
authority of Belisarius. But in the interval of 
suspense, two Noman generals, who had entered 
the province of Dalmatia, were dcfeatcd and 
slain by the Gothic troops. From blind ‘and 
abject, despair, ‘Theodatus capriciously tose to 
groundless and fatal presumption”, and darcd 
to receive, with menace and contempt, the am- 
bassador of Justinian; who claimed his promise, 
61 A Sibylline oracle was ready to pronounce—Alriead capta 
mundus cum nato peribit; a sentence of portentous ambiguity 
ene ie. 7), which has been published in unknown cha- 
racters | 'y Opsopeus, an ehitor of “the oracles. The Pere Maltret 


has promised a commentary; but all his promiees have been vain 
anid lee 
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solicited the allegiance of his subjects, and boldly 
asserted the inviolable privilege of his own cha- 
-racter. The march of Beclisarius dispelled this 
visionary pride; and as the first campaign™ was 
employed in the reduction of Sicily, the invasion 
of Italy is applicd by Procopius to the sccond 
year of the GorHic war” ? 
After Belisarius had left sufficient garrisons in 
Palermo and Syracuse, he embarked his troops 
at Messina, and landed them, without resistance, 
on the opposite shores of Rhegium. A Gothic 
prinee, who had marricd the daughter of Theo- 
datus, was stationed with an army to guard the 
entrance of Italy; but he imitated, without seru- 
ple, the example of a sovereign, faithless to his 
public and private dutics. The perfidious Ebcrmor 
descrted with his followers to the Roman camp, 
aud was dismissed to enjoy the scrvile honours of 
the Byzantine court’. Irom Rhegium to Naples, 
the flect and army of Belisarius, almost always in 
view of cach other, advanced near three hundred 
miles along the sca-coast. ‘The pcople of Bruttium, 


62 In his chronology, imitated in some degree from T hucydides, 
Procopius begins each spring the years of Justinian and of the 
Gothic war; and, his first sera coincides with the first of April 
539, and not 530, according to the Annals of Baronins (Pagi Crit. 
tom. u. p. 555. who is followed by Muratori and ‘the editors of 
Sigonius). Yet in some passages we are at a loss to reconcile the 
dates of Procopius with himself, and with the Chronicle of Mar- 
cellinus, 

63 The series of the first Gothic war is represented by Procopius 
(li. c. 529. |. ii. ec. 1—30. iti. ce. 1.) till the captivity of Vitiges, 
With the aid of Sigonius (Opp. tom. i. de Jump. Oecident. 1 
XVI, xvi.) and Murator CAnniah d'Italia, tom. v.53, T have gleaned 
_ Some few additional facts. 

" Jornandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 60. p. 702. cdi. Grot. aud 
lon. bp. 221. Murawori, de Success Rega p. 24. 
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Lucania, and Campania, who abhorred the name 


ee and religion of the,Goths, empraced the specious | 


excuse, that their ruined walls were’ incapable of 
defence; the soldiers paid a just equivalent for a 
plentiful market ; and curiosity alone interrupted 
the peaceful occupations of the husbandman or ar- 
tificer. Naples, which has swelled to a great and 
populous capital, long cherished the language and 
manners of a Grecian colony”; and the choice of 
Virgil had ennobled this elegant retreat, which at- 
tractcd the lovers of repose and study, from thic 


‘noise, the smoke, and the laborious opulence of 


Rome”. As soon as the place was invested by sea 
and land, Belisarius gave audicnce to the deputies 
of the people, who exhorted him to disregard a con- 
quest unworthy of his arms, to seek the Gothic 
king in a field of battle, and, after his victory, to 
claim,’ as the sovercign of Rome, the allegiance of 
the dependent cities. “ When I treat with my 
“ cnemics,” replicd the Roman chief, with an 
haughty smile, “I am more accustomed to give 
“ than to receive counsel: but I hold in one hand 
“inevitable ruin, and, in the other, peace and 


“freedom, such as Sicily now enjoys.” The 


impatience of delay urged him to grant the most 


65 Nero (says Tacitus, Annal. xv. 35.) Neapolim quasi Grecam 
urbem delegit. One hundred and fifty years afterwards, in the tite 
of Septimius Sev erus, the Hellenism of the Neapolitans 1s_ praised 
by Philostratus: yevas "RAAn NED KOU SUMO, b5ey nus tas omovdas Twy oye 
‘enanvnacs age (Toon, 1. i. p. 763. edit. Olear.). 

66 The otium of Naples is praised by the Roman poets, by Vir- 
gil, Horace, Silius Italicus, and Statius (Cluver. Ital. Ant. 1. iv. p. 
1149, 1150.). Inan elegant epistle (Sylv. 1. iil. 4. p. 0408. edit. 
Markland), Statius undertakes the difheult task of drawing his wife 
from the pleasures of Romie to that calm retreat. 
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-liberal terms; his honour secured their perform- 
ance: but Naples, was divided into two factions; 
and the Greek democracy was inflamed by their 
orators, who, with much spirit and some truth, re- 
presented to the multitude, that the Goths would 
punish their defection, and that Belisarius himself 
must esteem their loyalty and valour. ‘Their de- 
liberations, however, were not perfectly free: the 
citv was commanded by eight hundred Barbarians, 
whose wives and children were detained at Ravenna 
as the pledge of their fidelity; and even the Jews, 
who were rich and numcrous, resisted, with despe- 
rate enthusiasm, the intolerant Jaws of Justinian. 
In a much later period, the circumference of Na- 
ples” measured only two thousand three hundred 
and sixty-three paces": the fortifications were dc- 
fended by precipiccs or the sca; when the aquc- 
ducts were intercepted, a supply of water might be 
drawn from wells and fountains; and the stock of 
provisions was sufficient to consume the patience 
of the besicgers. At the end of twenty days, that 
of Belisarius was almost cxhausted, and he had 
reconciled himself to the disgrace of ahandoning 
the siege, that he might march, before the winter 
season, against tome and the Gothic king. But 

67 This measure was taken by Roger I. after the conquest of Na- 
ples (A. D. 1139), which he made the capital of his new kingdom 
(Giannone, Istoria Civile, tom. 11. p. 169.). That city, the third in 
Christian Europe, is now at least twelve milcs in circumference 
(Jul. Caesar. Capaccii Hist. Neapol. 1. i. p. 47.), and contains more 
inhabitants (350,000) in a given spacc, than any other spot in the 
known world. 

68 Not geometrical, but common, paces or steps, of 22 French 


_ inches (D’Anville, Mesures Itincraires, p. 7, &.): the 2303 do not 
" make an English mile. 
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his anxiety was relieved by the bold curiosity of, 
an Isaurian, who explored the dry channel of an 
agucduct, and secretly reported, that a passage — 
might be perforated to introduce a file of armed 
suldicrs into the heart of the city. When the work 
had been silently executed, the humane general 
risked the discovery of his scerct, by a last and 
fruitless admonition of the impending danger. 
In the darkness of the night, four hundred Ro- 
mans entered the aqueduct, raised themselves 
by a rope, which thicy fastened to an olive tree, 
into the house or garden of a solitary matron, 
sounded their trumpets, surprised the centincls, 
and gave admittance to their companions, who 
oui all sides sealed the walls, and burst open the 
sates of tle city. Every crime which is punished 
by social justice, was practised as the rights 
of war; the Huns were distinguished by cruelty 
and sacrilege, and Belisarins alone appeared in 
the streets and churches of Naples, to moderate 
the calamities which he predicted. “The gold 
« and silver,” he repeatedly exclaimed, “are the 
“ just rewards of your valour. But spare the in- 
“ habitants, they are Christians, they are suppli- 
« ants, they are now your fellow-subjects. Re- 
* store the children to their parents, the wives 
“ to their husbands; and shew them by your ge- 
“ nerosity, of what friends they have obstimatcly 
“ deprived themselves.” ‘The city was saved 
by the virtue and authority of its conqueror”; 

69 Relisarius was reproved by pope Silverius for the massacre. 
Te repeapled Naples, and imported colontes of African captives 


into Sicily, Calabria, and Apulia (Hist. Miscell. L xvi. in Muratori, 
tau. by 100, 107... ‘ 
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and when the Neapolitans returned to their 
_ houses, they found some consolation in the sceret 
enjoyment of their hidden treasures. ‘The Bar- 
barian garrison enlisted in the service of the em- 
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peror; Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the - 


odious presence of the Goths, acknowl edged his 
dominion; and the tusks of the Calydonian 
boar, which were still shewn at Beneventun, 
are curiausly desenibed by the historian of Be- 
lisarius “ 

The faithful soldiers and citizens of Naples had 
expeeted their deliverance from a prince, who 
remained the inactive and almost indifferent spee- 
tator of their ruin. Theodatus secured his per- 
son within the walls of Rome, while his cavalry 
advanced forty miles on the Appian way, and en- 
camped in the Vomptine marshes ; which, by a 
canal of nineteen miles in length, had been re- 
cently drained and converted into excellent pas- 
tures''. But the principal forces of the Goths 
were dispersed in Dalmatia, Venctia, and Gaul ; 
and the fecble mind of their king was. confound- 
ed by the unsuccessful cvent of a divination, 
which seemed to presage the downfall of his 


70 Beneventum was built by Diomede, the nephew of Melca- 
ger (Cluver. tom. it. p. 1195, 1196.). ‘The Calydonian hunt is a 
picture of savaye life (Ovid, Metamorph. 1. vli.). Thirty or forty 
heroes were Jeagued against a hog: the brutes (not the how) 
quarrelled with a lady for the head. 

7 The Decennopium is strangely confounded by Cluserius (tom. 
i. p. 1007.) with the river Ufens. It was in truth a canal of nine- 
teen miles, fron Forum Appii to Terracina, ou which ILorace em- 
barked in the night. ‘The Deeennovium wiieh is mentioned hy 
Lucan, Dion Cassius, and Cassiodorius, has been sufficiently ruined, 
 Testored, and obliterated (Aus ille, Analycede Pitaliv, po 1u5, &e. :. 
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empire”. The most abject slaves have arraigned 
the guilt or weakness of an unfortunate master. | 
The character of Theodatus was rigorously scruti- 
nized by a free and idle camp of Barbarians, 
conscious of their privilege and power: he was 
declared unworthy of his race, his nation, and his 
throne; and their general Vitiges, whose valour 
had been signalized in the Illyrian war, was 
raised with unanimous applause on the bucklers 
of his companions. On the first rumour, the 
abdicated monarch fled from the justice of his 
country ; but he was pursued by private revenge. 
A Goth whom he had injured in his love, over- 
took Theodatus on the Flaminian way, and, re- 
gardless of his unmanly cries, slaughtered. him, as 
he lay prostrate on the ground, like a victim (says 
the historian) at the foot of the altar. The choicc 
of the pcople is the best and purest title to reign 
over them: yet such is the prejudice of evcry 
age, that Vitiges impaticntly wished to return to 
Ravonna, where he might scize, with the reluc- 
tant hand of the daughter of Amalasontha, some 
faint shadow of hereditary right. A national 
council was immediately held, and the new mo- 
narch reconciled the impatient spirit of the Bar- 
barians, to a measure of disgrace, which the mis- 
couduct of his predecessor rendered wise and 
indispensable. The Goths consented to retreat 

72 A Jew gratified luis contempt and hatred for a// the Christians, . 
by inclosing three bands, each of ten hogs, and discriminated by 
the names of Goths, Greeks, and Romans. Of the first, almost 
all were found dead—almosr all the second were alive—of the 


third, half died, and the rest fost their bristles. No unsuitable 
emblem of the event 
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in the presence of a victorious enemy; to delay 
till the next spring the operations of offensive 
war; to summon their scattered forces; to relin- 
quish their distant possessions, and to trust even 
Rome itself to the faith of its inhabitants. Leu- 
deris, an aged warrior, was left in the capital 
with four thousand soldiers; a feeble garrison, 
which might have seconded the zeal, though it 
was incapable of opposing the wishes, of the Ro- 
‘mans. But a momentary cnthusiasm of religion 
and patriotism was kindlcd in their minds. ‘They 
furiously exclaimed, that the apostolic throne 
should no longer be profaned by the triumph or 
toleration of Arianism; that the tombs of the 
Cesars should no longer be trampled by the 
savages of the north; and, without reflecting, 
that Italy must sink into a province of Constan- 
tinople, they fondly hailed the restoration of a 
Roman cmperor as a new era of freedom and 
prosperity. ‘The deputies of the pope and clergy, 
of the senate and people, invited the licutenant 
of Justinian to acccpt their voluntary allegiance, 
and to enter the city, whose gates would be 
thrown open for his reccption. As soon as Beli- 
sarius had fortificd his new conquests, Naples 
and Cuma, he advanced about twenty miles to 
the banks of the Vulturnus, contemplated the 
decayed grandcur of Capua, and haltcd at the 
separation of the Latin and Appian ways. ‘The 
work of the censor, after the incessant use of 
nine centurics, still preserved its prima’val beauty, 
and not a flaw could be discovered in the large 
‘polished stones, of which that solid, though nar- 
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row road, was so firmly. edthpacted ™ ®, Belisarius, 
however, preferred the Latin way, which, at a 
distance from the sea and’ the marshes, skirted it 4 
space of one hutidred and twenty miles along the 
foot of the mountains.. ‘His enemies had disap- 
peared : when -he made his entrance through the 


, Asinarian gate, the garrison departed without 
‘molestation along the Flaminian way; and the 


city, aftcr sixty ‘years servitude, was delivered 
from the yoke of the Barbarians. JL.eudcris alone, | 
from a motive of pride or discontent, refused to 
accompany the fugitives;.and the Gothic chicf, 
himsclf-a trophy of ‘the victory, .was sent with 
the keys of Rome to the ‘throne of the empcror 
Justinian.” 

The first days,. which coincided with the old 
Saturnalia, were devoted to mutual congratula- 
tion and the public joy; and the Catholics pre- 
pared to eclcbrate, without ‘a rival, ‘the approach- 
ing festival of the’ nativity of Christ. In the 
familiar conversation of an hero, the Romans ac- 
quired some notion of the. virtues which history 
ascribed to their ancestors; they were edificd by 
the apparent respect. of ‘Belisarius for the successor 


73 Bergier (Tlist. des Grands Chemius des Romains, tom. i. p. 
29) -— 228, 440—414.) examines the structure and mate rials, while. 
})’Anville (Analyse arule, p. 200-212.) " defines the geographi- 
cal line. 

74 Of the first recovery of Rome, the year (536) is certain, from 
the scries of events, rather than from the corrupt, or interpolated, 
text of Procoptus : the month (December) is ascertained by Eva- 
guns (Liv. e. 19.)3 and the day (the tenth) may be admitted on- 
the slight evidence of Nicephorus, Callistus (. xvii. c. 13). For 
this accurate chronology, we ate indebted to the diligence and, 
judgment of Pagi (tua ii. p. 669, 500.). } o> 
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of St. Peter, and his rigid discipline secured in 
the midst of war the blessings of tranquillity 
and justice. 'They applauded the rapid success of 


his arms, which overran the adjacent country, as. 


far as Narni, Perusia, and Spoleto; but they trem- 
-bled, the senate, the clergy, and the unwarlike 
people, as soon as they understood, that he had 
resolved, and would speedily be. reduced, to’ sus- 
tain a sicge against the powers of the Gothic mo- 
‘narchy. The designs of Vitiges were executed, 
during the winter season, with diligence and 
effect. From their rustic habitations, from their 
different garrisons, the Goths assembled at Raven- 
na for the defence of their.country; and such 
were their numbers, that after an army had been 
detached for the relief of Dalmatia, one hundred 
and fifty thousand fighting men marched under 
the royal standard. According to the degrees of 
rank or merit, the Gothic king distributed arins 
and horses, rich. gifts, and liberal promises: he 
moved along the Ilaminian way, declined the 
uscless sicges of Perusia and Spoleto, respeeted 
_ the impregnable rock of Narni, aud arrived with- 

in two miles of Rome at the foot of the Milyian 
bridge. ‘The narrow passage was fortified with a 


tower, aud Belisarius had computed the value of — 


the twenty days which must be lost in the con- 
struction of another bridge. But the conster- 
nation of the soldiers of the tower, who cither fled 
or deserted, disappointed his hopes, and betrayed 
his person into the most imminent danger. At 
the head of one thousand horse, the Roman ge- 
neral sallied from the Flaminian gate to mark the 
— VOL. VII. Qq 
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CHAP. ground of an advantageous position, and to survey 


é 


ro 


we the camp of the Barbarians; but while he still be- 


lieved them on the other side of the Tyber, he was 
suddenly encompassed and assaulted by their in- 
numerable squadrons. The fate of Italy depended 
on his life; and the deserters pointed to the con- 
spicuous horse, a bay”, with a white face, which 
he rode on that memorable day. ‘ Ain at the bay 


' horse,” was the universal cry. Every bow was - 


bent, every jayclin was directed, against that fatal © 
object, and the command was repeated and obeyed 
by thousands who were ignorant of its real motive. 
The bolder Barbarians advanced to the morc ho- 
nourable combat of swords and spears; and the 
praise of an enemy has graced the fall of Visandus, 
the standard-bearer”, who maintained his foremost 
station, till he was pierced with thirteen wounds, 
perhaps by the hand of Belisarius himself. ‘The 
Roman general was strong, active, and dextrous: 
on every side he discharged his weighty and mor- 
tal strokes: his faithful guards imitated his va- 
lour, and, defended his person; and the Goths, 
after the loss of a thousand men, fled before the 
arms of an hero.’ They were rashly pursued to 
their camp: and the Romans, oppressed by mul- 

75 An horse of a bay or redjcolour was styled gats, by the Greeks, 
balan by the Barbarians, and spadix by the Romans. Honesti 
spadices, says Virgil (Georgie. I. in. 72. with the Observations of 
Martin and Heyne). 29a8é or Bay, signifies a branch of the palm- 


tree, whose name, gewé, Is synonymous to red (Aulus Gellius, ii. 
26.). 

76 J interpret fay8adazies, NOt aS a proper name, but an office, 
standard-bearer, from Cand (vexillum), a Barbaric word adopted 
by the Greeks and Romans (Paul Diacon. 1. i. c. 20. p. 760. Grot. 
Nomina Gothica, p. 475. Ducange, Gloss, Laiin. tam. i. p. 539; 
540.). 
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' titudes, made a gradual, and at length a_preci- 
pitate retreat to the gates of the city: the gates 
were shut against the fugitives; and the public 
terror was increased, by the report, that Belisarius 
was slain. Hs countenance was indeed distigured 
by sweat, dust, and blood; his voice was hoarse, 
his strength was almost cxhausted; but his un- 
conquerable spirit still remained; he imparted 
that spirit to his desponding companions: and 
‘their last desperate charge was felt by the flying 
Barbarians, as if a new army, vigorous and entire, 
had been poured from the city. The Flaminian 
gate was thrown open to a real triumph; but it 
was not before Belisarius had visited every post, 
and provided for the public safety, that he could 
be persuaded by his wife and friends, to taste the 
necdful refreshments of food and sleep. In the 
more improved state of the art of war, a gencral is 
seldom required or even permitted to display the 
personal prowess of a soldier; and the example of 
Belisarius may be added to the rare examples of 
Henry 1V., of Pyrrhus, and of Alexander. | 
After this first and unsuccessful trial of their 
enemies, the whole army of the Goths passed the 
Tyber, and formed the siege of the city, which 
continued above a year, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancy may conccive, the severe com- 
pass of the geographer defines the circumference 
of Rome within a line of twelve miles and three 
hundred and forty-five paces; and that ciremn- 
ference, except in the Vatican, has invariably 
been the same from the triumph of Aurelian to 
the peaceful but obscure reign of the modern 
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cap. popes”. But in the day of her greatness, the 


XLI. 


i A 


space within her walls was crowded with habita- 
tions and inhabitants; and the populous suburbs, 
that stretched along the public roads, were darted 
like so many rays from one common centre. 
Adversity swept away these extrancous orna- 
ments, and left naked and desolate a considerable 
part even of the seven hills. Yet Romc in its 
present state could send into the ficld above 
thirty thousand malcs of a military age”; and, 
notwithstanding the want of discipline and exer- 
cise, the far greater part, inured to the hardships 
of poverty, might be capable of bearing arms for 
the defence of their country and religion. The 
prudence of Belisarius did not neglect this im- 
portant resource. His soldiers were rclicved by 
the zcal and diligence of the people, who watched 
while they slept, and laboured while they reposcd: 
he accepted the voluntary service of the bravest 
and most indigent of the Roman youth; and the 
companies of townsmen sometimes represcnted, in 
a.xacant post, the presence of the troops which 
had been drawn away to more essential duties. But 
his just confidence was placed in the veterans - 


7? M. D’Anville has given, in the Memoirs of the Academy for 
the year 1756 (tom. xxx. p. 198—236.), a plan of Rome on a 
smaller scale, but far more accurate than that which he had de- 
lineated in 1738 for Rollin’s history. Experience had improved his 
knowledge; and instead of Rossi’s topography, he used the new 
and excellent map of Nolli. Pliny’s old measure of xiji must be 
reduced to virt miles. It is easier to alter a text, than to remove 
hills or buildings. 

78 In the year 1700, Labat (Voyages en Italie, tom. 11. p. 218.) 
reckoned 138,568 Christian souls, besides & or 10,000 Jews—with- 
out souls ?—In the year 1763, the nunibers exceeded 160,000. 
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‘ who had fought under his banner in the Persian 
and African wars; and although that gallant 
band was reduced to five thousand men, he un- 
dertook, with such contemptible numbers, to de- 
fend a circle of twelve miles, against an army of 
one hundred and fifty thousand Barbarians. In 
the walls of Rome, which Belisarius constructed 
or restored, the materials of ancient architecture 
may be discerned“; and the whole fortification 
‘was completed, except in a chasm still extant 
between tke Pincian and Flaminian gatcs, which 
the prejudices of the Goths and Romans left 
under the effectual guard of St. Peter the apostle”. 
The battlements or bastions were shaped in sharp 
angles; a ditch, broad and deep, protected the 
foot of the rampart; and the archers on the ram- 
part were assisted by military engines; the balista, 
a powerful cross-bow, which darted short but 
massy arrows; the onagri, or wild asses, which, 
on the principle of a sling, threw stones and bul- 
lets of an cnormous size". A chain was drawn 
across the Tyber; the arches of the aquedycts weye 
inade impervious, and the mole or sepulchre of 


79 The accurate eye of Naidini (Roma Antica, Lo toe. vin. p. dhe 
could distinguish the tumultuane opere di Belisario. 

80 The fissure and leaning in the upper part of the wall, which 
Procopius observed (Goth. 1. i. ¢. 13.), is visible to the present 
hour (Donat. Roma Vetus, |. i. ¢. 17. p. 53, 54.). 

ti Lipsius (Opp. tom. tii. Poliorcet. 1. iit.) was ignorant of this 
clear and conspicuous passage of Procopius (Goth, I. i. c. 21.) 
The engine was named eaygoe, the wild ass, a calcitrande (Hen. 
Steph. Thesaur. Lingua Gree. tom. il. p. 1340, 13-41. tom. ul. p. 
877.). I have seen an ingenious model, contrived and executed 
by general Melville, which imitates or surpasses the art of antiquity 
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Hadrian” was converted, for the first time, to the - 
uses of a citadel. That venerable structure, which 
contained the ashes of the Antonines, was a cir- 
cular turret rising from a quadrangular basis: it 
was covered with the white marble of Paros, and 
decorated by the statues of gods and heroes ; 
and the lovers of the arts must read with a sigh, 
that the works of Praxitcles or Lysippus were 
torn from their lofty pedestals, and hurled into 
the ditch on the heads of the besiegers”. To cach’ 
of his lieutenants, Belisarius assigned the defence 
of a gate, with the wisc and peremptory instruc. 
tion, that, whatever might be the alarm, they 
should steadily adhere to their respective posts, 
and trust their gencral for the safety of Rome. 
The formidable host of the Goths was insufficient 
to embrace the ample measure of the city: of the 
fourteen gates, seven only were invested from the 
Prenestine to the Flaminian way; and Vitiges 
divided his troops into six camps, cach of which 
was fortified with a ditch and rampart. On the 
‘Tuscan side of the river, a seventh encampment 
was formed in the field or circus of the Vatican, 
for the important purpose of commanding the . 


82 "The description of this mausoleum, or mole, in Procopius 
(lei. c. 25.), is the first and best. The height above the walls 
cyadoy ag Adu Borg. On Nolli’s great plan, the sides measure 260 
English feet. 

83 Praxiteles excelled in Fauns, and that of Athens was his own 
master-piece. Rome now contains above thirty of the same charac- 
ter. When the ditch of St. Angelo was cleansed under Urban 
VII. the workmen found the sleeping Faun of the Barberini 
palace ; but alee, a thigh, and the right arm, had been broken 
from that beautiful statue (Wutkelman, Hist. de PArt, tom. i 
22, 93. tom, Me p. 2605.). 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


. Milvian bridge and the course of the Tyber ; but 
they approached with devotion the adjacent church 
of St. Peter; and the threshold of the holy apos- 
tles was respected during the siege by a Christian 
enemy. In the ages of victory, as often as the 
senate decreed some distant conquest, the consul 
denounced hostilities, by unbarring, in solemn 
pomp, the gatcs of the temple of Janus". Do- 
mestic war now rendcred the admonition super- 
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‘fluous, and the ceremony was superseded by the © 


establishment of a new religion. But the brazen 
temple of Janus was left standing in the forum; 
of a size sufficient only to contain the statue of the 
god, five cubits in height, of a human form, but 
with two faces directed to the east and west. 
The double gates were likewise of brass; and a 
fruitless effort to turn them on their rusty hinges, 
revealed the scandalous secret, that some Romans 
were still attached to the superstition of their 
ancestors. 

Eighteen days were employed by the besiegers, 
to provide all the instruments of attack which 
antiquity had invented. Fascines were " prepared 
to fill the ditches, scaling-ladders to ascend the 
walls. ‘The largest trees of the forest supplied 
the timbers of four battering-rams; their heads 
were armed with iron; they were suspended by 
ropes, and each of them was worked by the la- 
bour of fifty men. The lofty wooden turrets 


64 Procopius has given the best description of the temple of 


Janus, a national deity of Latium (Heyne, Excurs. v. ad 1. vii. 
Eneid. ). It was once a gate in the primitive city of Romulus and 
Numa (Nardini, p. 13. 256. 329.). Virgil has described the an- 
cient rite, like a poet and an antiquarian. 
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moved on wheels pr rollers, and formed a spacious 
platform of the level of the rampart. On the 
morning of the nineteenth day, a general attack 
was made from the Prenestine gate to the Vati- 
can: seven Gothic columns, with their military 
engines, advanced to the assault; and the Ro- 
mans who lined the ramparts, listened with doubt 
and anxiety to the cheerful assurances of their 
commandcr. As soon as the cnemy approached 
the ditch, Belisarius himsclf drew the first arrow; - 
and such was his strength and dexterity, that he 
transfixed the foremost of the Barbarian leaders. A 
shout of applause and victory was re-cchoed along 
the wall. Hedrew asceond arrow, and the stroke 
was followed with the same success and the same 
acclamation. The Roman gencral then gave the 
word, that the archers should aim at the teams of 
oxen; they were instantly covered with mortal 
wounds; the towers which they drew, remaincd 
uscless and immoveable, and a single moment 
disconcerted the laborious projects of the king of the 


Goths. After this disappointment, Vitiges still 


coiftiiitied, or feigned to continue, the assault of the 
Salarian gatc, that he might divert the attention 
of his adversary, while his principal forces more 
strenuously attacked the Preenestine gate and the 
sepulchre of Hadrian, at the distance of three 
miles from cach othcr. Near the former, the 
double walls of the Vivarium” were low or 


85 Pixarium was an angle in the new wall inclosed for wild beasts 
(Procopius, Goth. 1. i. c. 23.).. The spot is still visible in Nardini 
(Liv. ¢. 2. p. 159, 160.) and Nolli’s great plan of Rome. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


broken; the fortifications of the latter were feebly 
guarded: the vigour of the Goths was excited by . 
the hope of victory and spoil; and if a single post 
had given way, the Romans, and Rome itself, 
were irrecoverably lost. ‘This perilous day was the 
most glorious in the life of Belisarius. Amidst tu- 
mult and dismay, the whole plan of the attack and 
defence was distinctly present to his mind; he ob- 
served the changes of cach instant, weighed every 
‘ possible advantage, transported his person, to the 
scencs of danger, and communicated his spirit in 
calm and decisive orders. ‘The contest was ficrecly 
maintained from the mornitig to the evening; the 
Goths were repulsed on all sides, and cach Roman 
night boast, that he had vanquished thirty Barba- 
rians, if the strange disproportion of numbers were 
not counterbalanced by tlic merit of gone man. 
Thirty thousand Goths, according to t f. confes- 
sion of their own chiefs, perished in this bloody 
action; and the multitude of the wounded was 
equal to that of the slain. When they advanccd 
to the assault, their close disorder suffered Hot a 
javelin to fall without effect; and as they retired, 
the populace of the city joined the pursuit, and 
slaughtered, with impunity, the backs of their fly- 
ingenemics. Belisarius instantly sallied from the 
gates; and while the soldicrs chaunted his name 
and victory, the hostile engines of war were re- 
duced to ashes. Such was the loss and constcrna- 
tion of the Goths, that, from this day, the siege 
of Rome degencrated into a tedious and indolent 
blockade; and they were incessantly harassed by 
the Roman general, who, in frequent skirmishes, 
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destroyed above five thousand of their bravest. 
troops. ‘Their cavalry was unpractised in the use 
of the bow; their archers served on foot; and 
this divided force was incapable of contending 
with their adversaries, whose lances and arrows, 
at a distance, or at hand, were alike formidable. 
The consummate skill of Belisarius embraced the 
favourable opportunitics: and as he chose the 
ground and the moment, as he pressed the charge 
or sounded the retrcat™, the squadrons which ° 
he detached were seldom unsuccessful. These 
partial advantages diffused an impatient ardour 
among the soldiers and people, who began to feel 
the hardships of a sicge, and to disregard the 
dangers of a gencral cngagement. ach plebcian . 
conccived himself to be an hero, and the infan- 
try, who, since the decay of discipline, were re- 


‘jected from the line of battle, aspired to the 


ancient honours of the Roman legion. Jclisarius 
praised the spirit of his troops, condenmed their 
presumption, yielded to their clamours, and pre- 
pared the remedies of a defeat, the possibility of 
which he alone had courage to suspect. In the 
quarter of the Vatican, the Romans prevailed; and 
if the irreparable moments had not been wasted 
in the pillage of the eamp, they might have occu- 
pied the Milvian bridge, and charged in the rear 
of the Gothic host. On the other side of the 


8 Forthe Roman trumpet and its various notes, consult Lipsiis, 
de MilitiA Romana (Opp. tom. ii. Liv. Dialog. x. p. 125—129.). 
A mode of distinguishing the charge by the horse-tuumpet of solid 
brass, and the re/rea? by the foot-trumpet of leather and light wood, 


, Was recominended by Procepius, and adopted by Belisarius (Goth 
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‘Tyber, Belisarius advaneed from the Pincian and 
Salarian gates. But his army, four thousand sol- 
dicrs perhaps, was lost in a spacious plam; they 
were encompassed and oppresscd by fresh multi- 
tudes, who continually relieved the broken ranks 
of the Barbarians. ‘The valiant Icaders of the 
infantry were unskilled to conqucr; they dicd: 
the retreat (an hasty retreat) was covered by the 
prudence of the general, and the victors started 
- back with affright from the formidable aspect of 
an armed rampart. ‘Thc reputation of Belisarius 
was unsullicd by a defeat ; and the vain confidence 
of the Goths was not less serviceable to his de- 
sions, than the repentance and modesty of the 
Roman troops. 

From the moment that Belisarius had dcter- 
mined to sustain a sicge, his assiduous care pro- 
vided Rome against the danger of faminc, more 
dreadful than the Gothic arms. An extraordi- 
nary supply of corn was imported from Sicily: the 
‘harvests of Campania and Tuscany were forcibly 
swept for the use of the city; and the rights of 
private property were infringed by the strong Plea 
of the public safety. It might easily be foreseen 
that the cnemy would intercept the aqucducts ; 
and the cessation of the water-mills was the first 
inconvenience, which was spcecdily removed by 
mooring large vesscls, and fixing mull-stones in 
the current of the river. The stream was soon 
embarrassed by the trunks of trecs, and polluted 
with dead bodies: yet so effectual were the pre- 
cautions of the Roman general, that the waters 
_ of the Tyber still continued to give motion to 
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the mills and drink to the inhabitants: the more. 
distant quarters were supplied from domestic 
wells; and a besieged city might support, with- 
out impaticnee, the privation of her public baths. 
A large portion of Rome, from the Prenestine 
gate to the church of St. Paul, was never in- 
vested by the Goths; thcir excursions were re- 
strained by the activity of the Moorish troops: 
the navigation of the Tyber, and the Latin, 
Appian,.and Ostian ways, were Icft free and un- 
molested for the introduction of corn and cattle, 
or the retreat of the inhabitants, who sought a 
refuge in Campania or Sicily. Anxious to relieve 
himsclf from an useless and devouring multitude, 
Belisarius issucd his peremptory orders for the 
instant departure of tlic women, the children, and 
slaves; required his soldicrs to dismiss their male 
and female attendants, and regulated their allow- 
ance, that one moiety should be given in provi- 
sions, and the other in money. Fis foresight was 
justified by the imcrease of the public distress, as 
soon as the Goths had occupicd two important 
posts in the neighbourhood of Rome. By the loss ’ 
of the port, or, as it is now called, the city of 
Porto, he was deprived of the country on the right 
of the Tyber, and the best communication with 
the sea; and he reflected with gricf and anger, 
that three hundred men, could he have spared 
such a feeble band, might have defended its im- 
pregnable works. Scven milcs from the capital, 
between the Appian and the Latin ways, two 
primeipal aqueducts crossing, and again crossing 
each other, inclosed within their solid and lofty - 
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‘arches a fortified space”, where Vitiges established 
acamp of seven thousand Goths to intercept the 
convoys of Sicily and Campania. ‘The granarics 
of Rome were insensibly exhausted, the adjacent 
country had been wasted with fire and sword ; 
such scanty supplies as might yct be obtained by 
hasty excursions, were the reward of valour, and 
the purchase of wealth: the forage of the horses, 
and the bread of the soldicrs, never faile.l: but 
in the last’ months of the siege, the people were 
exposed to the miscrics of scareity, unwholesome 
food, and contagious disorders. Belisarius saw 
and pitied their sufferings; but lie had foreseen, 
and he watched the decay of their loyalty, and 
the progress of their discontent. «Adversity had 
awakened the Romans from the dreams of gran- 
deur and freedom, and taught them the humi- 
liating Icsson, that it was of small moment to 
their real happiness, whether the name of their 
master was derived from the Gothic or the Latin 
language. The licutenant of Justinian listened to 
their just complaints, but he rejected with Jiedain 
the idea of flight or capitulation ; repressed their 
clamorous impatience for battle; amuscd them 


*? Procopius (Goth. |. it. c. 3.) has forgot to name these aque- 
ducts : nor can such a double intersection, at such a distanee from 
Rome, be clearly ascertained frown the writings of Froniinus Fabretu 
and Eschinard, de Aquis and de Agro Romano, or from the local 
maps of Lameti and Cingolani. Seven or eight niles from the city 
(50 stadia), on the road to Albano, between the Latin and Appian 
ways, I discern the remains of an aqueduct (probably the Septimian), 
a series (630 paces) of arches twenty-five feet high (i}y2~ scayav.). 

#8 They made sausages, addaras, of mule’s flesh : uuwholesome, 
if the animals had died of the piague. Otherwise the famous 
_ Bologna sausages are said to be made of ass flesh (Voyages de [a- 
bat, tom. ii. p, 218.). 


4 


23% 


CTLAP. 
NLI. 
a 


238 


CHAP. 
ALI. 
A Se 


Exile of 
pope Syl- 
VerTIUs, 

A. 1). 537. 
Now. 17. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


with: the prospect of sure and speedy relief; and: 
secured himself and the city from the effects of 
their despair or treachery. ‘Twice in each month 
he changed the station of the officers to whom 
the custody of the gates was committed: the 


various precautions, of patroles, watch-words, 


lights, and music, were repeatedly cmploycd to 
discover whatever passed on the ramparts; out- 
guards were posted beyond the ditch, and the 
trusty vigilance of dogs supplicd the more doubt- | 
ful fidelity of mankind. A Ictter was intercepted, 
which assured the king of the Goths, that the 
Asinarian gate, adjoining to the Lateran church, 
should be scerctly opened to his troops. On the 
proof or suspicion of treason, several senators 
were banished, and the pope Sylverius was sun- 
moned to attend the representative of his sove- 
reign, at his head-quarters in the Pincian palace™. 
The ecclesiastics who followed their bishop, were 
detaincd in the first or second apartment ™, and 
he alone was admitted to the presence of Beli- 
sagjus.. The conqueror of Rome and Carthage 
was modestly seated at the feet of Antonina, 
who reclined on a stately couch: the general 
was silent, but the voice of reproach and menace 


89 The name of the palace, the hill, and the adjoining gate, were 
all derived from the senator Pincius. Some recent vestiges of tem- 
ples and churches are now smoothed in the garden of the Minime 
of the Trinitd del Morte (Nardini, |. iv. ¢. 7. p. Loo. Esehinard, pp. 
200, 210. the old plan of Buffalino, and the great plan of Nollt.). 
Belisarius had fixed his station between the Pincan and Salarian 
yates (Procop. Goth. Jo i.e. 15.). 

“0 From the mention of the primum et sccunduin selum, it 
should scem that Belisarius, even in a siege, represented the emperor, | 
and maintained the proud ceremonial of the Byzantine palace 
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issued from the mouth of his impcrious wife. 
Accused by credible witnesses, and the evidence 
of his own subscription, the successor of St. Peter 
was despoiled of his pontifical ornaments, clad 
in the mean habit of a monk, and embarked, 
without delay, for a distant exile in the Fast. 
At the emperor's command, the clergy of Rome 
proceeded to the choice of a new bishop; and 
after a solemn invocation of the Holy Ghost, 
‘elected the deacon Vigilius, who had purchased 
the papal throne by a bribe of two hundred 
pounds of. gold. ‘The profit, and consequently 
the guilt, of this simony, was imputed to Beli- 
sarius: bit the hero obcyed the orders of his 
wife; Antonina served the passions of the em- 
press; and Theodora lavished her treasures, in 
the vain hope of obtaining a pontiff hostile or 
indifferent to the council of Chalecdon"". 

The epistle of Belisarius to the emperor an- 
nounced his victory, his danger, and his resolu- 
tion. ‘“ According to your commands, we have 
‘entered the dominions of the Goths, cand. re- 


n~ 


‘and the city of Rome; but the loss of these 
“ conquests will be more disgraceful than their 
“acquisition was glorious. Hitherto we have 
“successfully fought against the multitudes of 
“the Barbarians, but their multitudes may 


*! Of this act of sacrilege, Procopius (Goth. bot. ce. Yu. ts a dry 
and reluctant witness, The narratives of Liberatus (Breviarium, ¢. 
#2.) and Anastasius (de Vit. Pont. p. 3g.) are characteristic, but 
passionate. Hear the execrations of Cardinal Baronius (A. 1). 436, 
Ne. 123. A. D. 538, Ne. 4—20.) : portentum, facinns omni eve- 
cratione dignui. 


‘duced to your obedience, Sicily, Campania}. 
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“finally prevail. Victory is the gift of Provi- 
“dence, but the reputation of kings and ge- 
“nerals depends on the success or the failure 
“of their designs. Permit me to speak with 
“freedom: if you wish that we should live, 
“send us subsistence; if you desire that we 
* should canquer, send us arms, horses, and men. 
* "Phe Romans have received us as friends and 
“ deliverers: but in our present distress, they 
“will be cither betrayed by their confidence, 
“or we shall be oppressed by their treachery 
“and hatred. For myself, my life is conse- 
“erated to your service: it is yours to reflect, 
“whether my death in this situation will con- 
“tribute to the glory and prosperity of your 
“reign.” Perhaps that reign would have been 
equally prosperous, if the pcaceful master of the 
Kast had abstained from the conquest of Africa 
and Italy: but as Justinian was ambitious of 
fame, he made some efforts, they were fceble 
and languid; to support and rescue his victori- 
ops «general. A reinforcement of sixteen Jiun- 
dred Sclavonians and Huns was led by Martin 
and Valerian; and as they had reposed during 
the winter season in the harbours of Grecce, 
the strength of the men and horses was not im- 
paired by the fatigues of a sea-voyage; and they 
distmguished their valour. in the first sally against 
the besiegers. About the time of the summer 
sulstice, FEfuthalius landed at Terracina with 
large sums of money for the payment of the 
trvops: he cautiously proceeded along the Ap- 
pian way, and this convoy entered Rome through. 
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‘the gate Capena™, while Belisarius, on the other cHar. | 
side, diverted the attention of the Goths by a , *'1 
vigorous and successful skirmish. Thcse season- 
able aids, the use and reputation of which were 
dexterously managed by the Roman general, 
revived the courage, or at least the hopes, of 
the soldiers and people. The historian Proco- 
pius was dispatched with an important commis- 
sion, to collect the troops and provisions which 
’ Campania could furnish, or Constantinople had 
sent; and tlic secretary of Belisarius was soon 
followed by Antonina hersclf"’, who boldly tra- 
versed the posts of the enemy, and returned with 
the Oriental succours to the relicf of her hus- 
band and the besieged city. A flect of three 
thousand Isaurians cast anchor in the bay of 
Naples, and afterwards at Ostia. Above two 
thousand horse, of whoth a part were Thracians, 
landed at Tarentum ; and, aftcr the junction of 
five hundred soldicrs of Campania, and a train of 
waggons laden with wine and flour, they directed 
their march on the Appian way, from Capua to 
the neighbourhood of Rome. The forecs that 
arrived by Jand and sca, were unitcd at the mouth 
of the Tybcr. Antonina convened a council of 
war: it was resolved to surmount with sails and 
oars, the adverse stream of the river: and the 


9° The old Capena was removed by Aurclian to, or near, the 
modern gate of St. Sebastian (see Nolli’s plin.). “Phat memorable 
spot has been. consecrated by the Egerian grove, the memory of 
Numa, triumphal arches, the sepulchres of the Scipios, Mutell, &e. 
% The expression of Procopius has an invicions cast—reyry e 
Tov arParsus tyy glist cyubngouerny naxra2on... (Goth. hoc 4.0 Ver 
he is speaking of a woman. 
VOL. VIL. R 
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CHAP. Goths were apprehensive of disturbing, by any- 
XLI. | yash hostilities, the negociation to which Belisa- 
rius had craftily listened. They credulously be- 

lieved that they saw no more than the vanguard 

of a fleet and army, which already covered the 

Tonian sea and the plains of Campania; and the 
illusion was supported by the haughty language 

of the Roman gencral, when he gave audience 

to the ambassadors of Vitiges. After a specious 
discourse to vindicate the justice of his cause, | 

they declared, that, for the sake of peace, ‘they 

were disposed to renounce the posscssion of Si- 

cily. “ The cmperor is not less generous,” re- 

plied his licutenant, with a disdainful smile, “ in 
“return for a gift which you no longer possess ; 

“he presents you with an ancicnt province of 

“the empire; he resigns to the Gotlis the sove- 
“reienty of the British island.” DBelisarius rejccted 

with equal firmncss and contempt the offer ofa 
tribute ; but he allowed the Gothic ambassadors 

to seck their fate from the mouth of Justinian 
hjmeelf';-and consented, with sccming reluctance, 

to a truce of three montlis, from the winter sol- 

stice to the equinox of spring. Prudence might 

not safely trust cither the oaths or hostages of the 
Barbarians, but the conscious superiority of the 
Noman chicf was cxpressed in the distribution of - 
Belisarius his troops. As soon as fear or hunger compelled 
pas the Goths to evacuate Alba, Porto, and Centum- 
Naty, cf cellx, their placc was instantly supplied ; the gar- 
risons of Narni, Spoleto, and Perusia, were 
reinforeed, and the seven camps of the besiegers 

were gradually encompassed with the calamitics of 
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asicge. The prayers and pilerimage of Datius, crap. 
bishop of Milan, were not without effect ; and he wie 
obtained one thousand Thracians aud Isaurians, : 
to assist the revolt of Liguria against licr Arian 

phiees At the same time, Jolin the Sangnin- 

ary “, the nephew of Vitalian, was detached with 

two cua chosen horse, first to Alba on the 
Fucine lake, and afterwards to the fronticrs of 
Picenum,on the Hadriatic sca. “ In thay pro- 

““ vince,” "said Belisarius, “the Goths have ‘de- 
“posited their familics and treasures, without 2 
“guard or the suspicion of danger. Doubtless 

“they will violate the truce: Ict them feel your 
“presence, before they hear of your motions. 

“ Spare the Italians 5 suffer not any fortified places 

“ to remain hostile in your rear; and faithfully 1¢- 

“serve the spoil for an cqual and common par- 
“tition. It would not be reasonable,” he added 

with a laugh, “ that whilst we are toiling to thie 

“ destruction of the drones, our more fortunate 

“ brethren should rifle and enjoy the honey.” 

The whole nation of the Ostrogoths had beer The Goths 
assembled for the attack, and was almost entircly rhe 7 
consumed in the sicge of Rome. If any credit oe 
be duc to an intelligent spectator, onc-third at = = 
least of their enormous host was destroyed, in fre- 
quent and bloody combats under the walls of the 
city. The bad fame and pernicious qualitics of 
the summcr air, might already be imputed to the 
decay of agriculture and population ; and the evils 
of famine aa pestilence were ageravated by their 


4 Anuastasitts (p. 40.) has preserved this epithet of Senguriutes, 
which might do hononr to a tyoer. 
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of the country. While: Vitiges struggled with 
his fortune; while he hesitated between shame 
and ruin; his retreat was hastened by domestic 
alarms. The king of the Goths was informed 
by trembling messengers, that John the Sanguin- 
ary spread the devastations of war from thc 
Apennine to the Hadriatic; that the rich spoils 
and innumerable captives of Piccnum were 
lodged in the fortifications of Rimini; and that 
this formidable chicf had. defeated his uncle, in- 
sulted his capital, and seduced, by seerct corre- 
spondence, the fidelity of his wife, the imperious 
daughter of Amalasontha. Yet, before he retired, 
Vitigcs made a last effort, either to storm or to sur- 
prise the city. A secret passage was discovered 
in one of the aqueducts; two citizens of the Va- 
tican were temptcd by bribes to intoxicate the 
guards of the Aurelian gate; an attack was mc- 
ditated on the walls beyond the ‘I'yber, in a place 
which was not fortified with towers; and the 
Barbarians advanced, with torclics and scaling- 
Jadders, to the assault of the Puincian gate. 
But every attempt was defeated by the intrepid 
vigilance of Belisarius and his band of veterans, 
who, in the most perilous moments, did not regret 
the absence of their companions ; and the Goths, 
alike destitute of hope and subsistence, clamoronsly 
urged their departure, before the truce should ex- 
pire, and the Roman cavalry should again be 
united. One year and nine days after the com- 
mencement of the siege, an army, so lately strong 
and triumphant, burnt their tents, and tumultu- 
ously repassed the Milvian bridge. ‘They repassedt 
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not with impunity: their thronging multitudcs, 
oppressed in a narrow passage, were driven head- 
long into the Tyber, by their own fears and the 
pursuit of the enemy; and the Woman gencral, 
sallying from the Pincian gate, inflicted a severe 
and disgraecful wound on their retreat. ‘Lhe 
slow length of a sickly and desponding host was 
heavily dragecd along the Flmninian way; from 
whenee the Barbarians were sometimes com- 
pelled to deviate, Iest they should encounter the 
hostile garrisons that guarded the high road to 
Rimini and Ravenna. Yet so powerful was this 
flying army, that Vitiges spared ten thousand 
men for the defence of the cities which he was 
most solicitous to preserve, and detached his 
nephew Uraias, with an adequate foree, for the 
chastisement of rebellious Milan. At the head 
of Ins principal army, he besicged Rimini, only 
thirty-three miles distant from the Gothic capi- 
tal. <A fecble rampart, and a shallow ditch, 
were maintained by the skill and valour of Jolin 
the Sanguinary, who shared the danger and fa- 
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tigue of the meancst soldier, and cmulatcd, on” 


a theatre Icss illustrious, the military virtues of 
his great commander. The towcrs and_batter- 
ing engines of the Barbarians were rendered 
useless; their attacks were repulsed; and the 
tedious blockade, which reduecd the garrison to 
the last extremity of hunger, afforded time for 
the union and march of the Roman forces. A 
fleet which had surprised Ancona, sailed along 
the coast of the Hladriatic, to the relicf of the 
besieged city. The eunuch Narses landed in 
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Picenum with two thousand Heruli and five 
thousand of the bravest troops of the East. The 
rock of the Apennine was forced; ten thousand 
veterans moved round the foot of the mountains, 
under the command of Belisarius himself; and a 
new army, whose cncampment blazed with in- 
numerable lights, appeared to advance along the 
Flaminian way. Ovcrwhelmed with astonish- 
ment and despair, the Goths abandoned thic siege 
of Rimini, their tents, their standards, and their 
Icaders; and Vitiges, who gave or followed the 
example of flight, never halted till he found a 
shelter within the walls and morasscs of Ravenna. 

To these walls, and to some fortresses destitute 
of any mutual support, the Gothic monarchy was 
now reduced. ‘The provinces of Italy had cm- 
braced the party of the emperor; and his army, 
gradually recruited to the numbcr of twenty 
thousand men, must have atchieved an casy and 
rapid conquest, if their invincible powcrs had 
not been weakened by the discord of the Ro- 
man chiefs. Wefore the end of the sicge, an 
“act of blood, ambiguous and indiscrect, -sullicd 
the fair fame of Belisarius. Presidius, a loyal 
Italian, as he fied from Ravenna to Rome, was 
rudely stopped by Constantine, the military go- 
-vernor of Spolcte, and despoiled, even in a 
church, of two daggers richly inlaid with gold 
and precious stones. As soon as the public 
danger had subsided, Presidius complaincd of 
the loss and injury: his complaint was heard, 
but the order of restitution was disobeyed by 
the pride and avarice of the offender. Exaspe- 
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rated by the delay, Presidius boldly arrested the 
gencral’s horse as he passed through the forum; 
and with the spirit of a citizen, demanded the 
common benefit of the Roman laws. The honour 
of Belisarius was engaged; he summoned a coun- 
cil; claimed the obedience of his subordinate offi- 
cer; and was provoked, by an insolent reply, to 
call hastily for the presence of his guards. Con- 
stantine, viewing their entrance as the signal of 
‘death, drew his sword, and rushed on the gencral, 
who nimbly eluded the stroke, and was protected 
by his friends; while the desperate assassin was 
disarmed, dragged into a neighbouring chamber, 
and executed, or rather murdered, by the guards, 
at the arbitrary command of Belisarius”. In this 
hasty act of violence, the guilt of Constantine was 
no longer remembered; the despair and death of that 
valiant officer were secretly imputed to the revenge 
of Antonina; and cach of his collcagucs, conscious 
of the samc rapine, was apprchensive of the sume 
fate. ‘The fear of a common cnemy suspended tlic 
effccts of their envy and discontent; but in the 


247 


CHAP. 
XLI. 


OF a 


Death of 
Coustan- 
tune. 


confidenee of approaching victory, they istigated™ 


a powerful rival to oppose the conqucror of Rome 
and Africa. From the domestic service of thie 
palace, and the administration of the private re- 
venuc, Narses the cunuch was suddenly exalted 


“5 This transaction is related in the public history (Groth. [oi e. 
8.) with candour or caution; in the Ancedotes (¢. 7.) with niole- 
volence or freedom; but Marcellinus, or rather his contisuator (in 
Chron.), casts a shade of premeditated assassination over the death 
efConstantine. We had performed good seivice at Reme and 
Spoleto (Procop. Goth, Lie. 7 14.); but Alemannus confeutl, 


dum with ‘a Constautiumus comes stubull. 
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cnHap, to the head of anarmy; and the spirit of an hero, 


XLI. 


who afterwards equalled the merit and glory of 
Beligarius, served only to perplex the operations 
of the Gothic war. To his prudent counsels, the 
rclicf of Rimini was ascribed by the leaders of the 
discontented faction, who exhorted Narses to as- 
sume an independent and separate command, The 
epistle of Justinian had indeed enjoined his obedi- 
ence to the gencral; but the dangerous exception, 
“as far as may be advantageous to the public ser- * 
vice,” reserved some freedom of judgment to tlic 
disercet favourite, who had so latcly departed from 
the sacrcd and familiar conversation of his sove- 
rcign. In the exercise of this doubtful right, the 
eunuch perpetually dissented from the opinions of 
Belisarius; and, after yiclding with reluctance to 
the sicge of Urbino, he deserted his colleague in 
the night, and marclicd away to the conquest of the 
imilian province. The ficree and formidable 
bands of the Heruli were attached to the person 
of Narscs™; ten thousand Romans and confe- 
derates were persuaded to march under his ban- 
ners; every malccontent embraced the fair op- 
portunity of revenging his private or imaginary 
wrongs; and the remaining troops of Bclisarius 
were divided and dispersed from the garrisons of 


Firmness Sicily to the shores of the Hadriatic. His skill 


and autho- 


rity of 


aud perseverance overcame every obstacle: Ur- 


Belisarius. Hino was taken. the sieges of Fesulex, Orvicto, 


96 They refysed to serve after his departyre; sold their captives 
and cattle to the Goths ; and swore never to fight against them 
Vrocopius introduces a curious digression on the manners and ad- 
ventures of this wandetng nation, a part of whom finally em- 
grated to Thule or Scandinavia (Goth. I. i. c. 14, 15.). 
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and Auximum, were undertaken and viyorously 
prosecuted ; and the eunuch Narses was at leneth 
recalled to the domestic cares of the palace. All 
disscnsions were healed, and all opposition was 
subducd, by the temperate authority of the 
Roman general, to whom his cnemics could not 
refuse their esteem; and Belisarius inculeated 
the salutary lesson, that the forees of the state 
should compose one body, and be animated by 
“one soul. But in the interval of discord, the 
Goths were permitted to breathe; an important 
scason was lost, Milan was destroyed, and the 
northern provinces of Italy were afflicted by an 
inundation of the Franks. 

When Justinian first meditated the conquest of 
Italy, he sent ambassadors to the kings of the 
Franks, and adjured them, by the common tics of 
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alliance and religion, to join in the holy enter- 53, 439. 


prise against the Arians. The Goths, as their 
wants were more urgent, employed a more cffcc- 
tual mode of persuasion, and vainly strove, by 
the gift of lands and money, to purchase the 
fricndship, or at least the neutrality, of a hight” 
and perfidious nation”. But the arms of Belisa- 
rius, and the revolt of the Italians, had no sooncr 
shaken the Gothic monarchy, than Theodchert 
of s\ustrasia, the most powerful and warlike of 
the Merovingian kings, was persuaded to succour 
their distress by an indirect and scasonable aid. 
Without expecting the consent of their sovereign, 
ten thousand Burgundians, his recent subjects, 

% This national reproach of perfidy (Procap. Goth. L. ii. c. 25.) 


‘ufiends the ear of La Mothe le Vayer (tom. viii. p- 163—162 :, 
who criticises, as if he had not read, the Greek historian. 
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descended from the Alps, and joined the troops 
which Vitiges had sent to chastise the revolt of 
Milan. After an obstinate siege, the capital of 
Liguria was reduced by famine, but no capitula- 
tion could be obtained, except for the safe retreat 
of the Roman garrison. Datius, the orthodox 
bishop, who had seduced his countrymen to rebel- 
lion™ and ruin, escaped to the luxury and honours 
of the Byzantine court”; but the clergy, perhaps 
the Arian clergy, were slaughtered at the foot of 
their own altars by the defenders of the Catholic 
faith. Three hundred thousand males were 7e- 
ported to be slam”; the female sex, and the 
more precious spoil, was resigned to the Bur- 
gundians ; and the houses, or at least the walls, of 
Milan, were levelled with the ground. ‘The 
Goths, in their last moments, were revenged by 
the destruction of a city, sccond only to ltome in 
size and opulence, in the splendour of its build- 
ings, or the number of its inhabitants; and 
Belisarius sympathized alone in the fate of his 
deserted and devoted friends. Encouraged by 
“this successful inroad, Theodebert himself, in the 
ensuing spring, invaded the plains of Italy with 

98 Baronius applauds his treason, and justifies the Catholic bishops 
—qui ne sub herctico principe degant omnem lapidem movent— 
an useful caution. ‘The more rational Muratori (Annali d’Ttalia, 
tom. v. p. 4.) hints at the guilt of perjury, and blames at least the 
impradence of Datius. 

09 St. Latius was more successful against devils than against Barba- 
rians. He travelled with a numcrous reiinue, and occupied atCorinth 
a large house (Daronius, «A. 1). 538, Ne. 8g. A.D. 539, Ne. 20.). 

100 Muypixdes TLIAKWTS (conipare Precapius, Goth. J. ie. vie @1.). 
Yet such population is taeredible 5 ail the second ur third city ol 
Jtaly need not repine if we only decimce the numbers of the pre-" 
senttest. Both Milan ant Genoa reyiveet ia ices than thirty yeats 


Poul Diacon. de Gestiv ] ancobard. hoa ec. os. 
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‘an army of one hundred thousand Barbarians". 
The king, and-some chosen followcrs, were 
mounted on horseback, and armed with lances: 
the infantry, without bows or spears, were satisficd 
with a shield, a sword, and a double-edged battle- 
axe, which, in their hands, became a deadly and 
unerring weapon. Italy trembled at the march 
of the Franks; and both the Gothic prince and 
the Roman general, alike ignorant of their de- 
signs, solicited, with hope and terror, the friend- 
ship of these dangerous allies. Till he had secured 
the passage of the Po on the bridge of Pavia, the 
vrandson of Clovis dissembled his intentions, 
which he at Iength declared, by assaulting, almost 
at the same instant, the hostile camps of the 
Romans and Goths. Instead of uniting their 
arms, they fled with equal precipitation ; and the 
fertile, though desolate provinces of Liguria and 
Mmilia, were abandoned to a licentious host of 
Barbarians, whose rage was not mitigated by any 
thoughts of scttlement or conquest. «Among thi 
citics which they ruined, Genoa, not yet con- 


s ° ir 
structed of marble, is particularly enumerated : 


and the deaths of thousands, according to the 
regular practice of war, appear to have excited 
less horror than some idolatrous sacrifices of 
women and children, which were — performed 
with impunity in the camp of the most Christian 
king. If it were not a melancholy truth, that 


191 Besides Procopius, perhaps too Roman, sce the Chronicles of 
Marius and Marcellinus, Jomandes (in Suceess. Regn. in Miucra- 
tori, tom, 7. p.247.), ard Gregary of Tours (1. We. e. @2. in ten it 
‘ar the Histanan of Frances. Gregory supposes a defeat of Beli 

arias, Who, in Aimoin (le Gesti: brane. | ue. 23. tu fom ay 
So, 0> shat by the Praake. . 
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the first and most cruel sufferings must be the lot: 
of the innocent and helpless, history might exult 
in the misery of the conquerors, who, in the 
midst of riches, were left destitute of bread or 
wine, reduced to drink the waters of the Po, and 
to feed on the flesh of distempered cattle. The 
dysentery swept away onc-third of their army; 
and the clamours of his subjects, who were im- 
patient to pass the Alps, disposcd Theodcbert to 
listen with respect to the mild exhortations of | 
Belisarius. ‘The memory of this inglorious and 
destructive warfare was perpetuated on the medals 
of Gaul; and Justinian, without unsheathing his 
sword, assumed the title of conqueror of the 
Franks. 'The Merovingian prince was. ‘offended 
by the vanity of the emperor; he affected to 
pity the fallen fortunes of the Goths; aud his 
insidious offer of a federal union was fortified 
by the promise or menace of descending from 
the Alps at the head of five hundred thousand 
men. His plans of conquest were boundless 
and perhaps chimerical. ‘The king of Austrasia 


~ threatened to chastise Justinian, and to march to 


the gates of Constantinople’’: he was over- 
thrown and slain" by a wild bull’, as he hunted 
in the Belgic or German forests. 


102 Agathias, 1. 1. p. 14, 15. Could he have seduced or subdued 
the Gepidx or Lombards of Pannonia, the Greck historian is con- 
fident that he must have been destroyed in Thrace. 

203 The king pointed his spear —the bull overturned, a tree on his 
head—he expired the same day. Such is the story of Agathias ; but 
the original historians of France (tom. ii. p. 202. 403. 558. 667.) 
impute-his death to a fever. 

164 Without lusing myselfin alabyrinth of species and names-—the , 
auroch:,urus, bisons, bubulus, bunasus, bull, Xc. (Buffon, ]List. Nat - 
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As: soon as Belisarius was delivered from his 
foreign and domestic encmies; he seriously applied 


258 


CTLAP, 
XLT. 
at Ray! 


his forecs to the final reduction of Italy. In the Betisarius 


siege of Osimo, the gencral was nearly transpiereed 
with an arrow, if the mortal stroke had not been 
intercepted by one of his guards, who lost, in that 
pious office, the use of his hand. The Goths of 
Osimo, four thousand warriors, with those of 
_Fesule and the Cottian Alps, were amoag the 

Jast who maintained their independence ; and their 
gallant resistance, which almost tired the patience, 
deserved the esteem, of the conqueror. His pru- 
dence refused to subscribe the safe conduct which 
they asked, to join their brethren of Ravenna; but 
they saved, by an honourable capitulation, one 
moiety at least of their wealth, with the free alter- 
native of retiring peaceably to their estates, or 
enlisting to serve the empcror in his Persian wars. 
The multitudes which yet adhered to the standard 
of Vitiges, far surpassed the number of the Roman 
troops; but neither prayers, nor defiance, nor the 


extreme danger of his most faithful subjects, could . 


besieres 
Ravenna, 


tempt the Gothic king beyond the fortifications of ~ 


Ravenna. These fortifications were, indeed, 1m- 
pregnable to the assaults of art or violence; and 
when Belisarius invested the capital, he was soon 
convineed that famine only could tame the stub- 
born spirit of the Barbarians. The sea, the land, 
and the channels of the Po, were guarded by the 


tom. xi. and Supplement, tom. iii, vi.), it is certain, that tm the 
sixth century a largze wild species of horned cattle was hunted in 
the great forests of the Vosges in Lorraine, and the Apdennes 
(Greg. Turon. tom. ii. Lox. ¢. 10 p. 309.). 


O54 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


cHap. Vigilance of the Roman general; and his morality 


ALT. 


4 


extended the rights of war to: the practice of 
poisoning the waters’, and secretly firing the 
granarics ” of a besieged city'”. While he pressed 
the blockade of Ravenna, he was surprised by the 
arrival of two ambassadors from Constantinople, 


‘ with a treaty of peace, which Justinian had 1m- 


prudently signed, without deigning to consult the 
author of his victory. By this disgraccful and 
precarious agreement, Italy and the Gothic trea- 
sure were divided, and the provinecs beyond the 
Po were left with the regal title to the successor 
of Thcodoric. ‘he ambassadors were cager to 
accomplish their salutary commission; the captive 
Vitiges accepted, with transport, the unexpected 
offer of a crown; honour was less prevalent among 
the Gotlis, than the want and appetite of food; 
and the Roman chiefs, who murmurcd at the 
continuance of the war, professed implicit sub- 


105 Jn the sicge of Auximum, he first laboured to demolish an 
old aqueduct, and then cast into the stream, 1. dead bodies; 2. mis- 


chievous herbs ; and 3. quick lime, which is named (says Procopius, 
q 


—l. Hi. c. 29.) riravoe by the ancients ; by the moderns ag6esos. Yet 


both words are used as synonymous in Galen, Dioscorides, and 
Lucian (Hen. Steph. Thesaur. Ling. Grec. tom. iii. p. 748: 

106 "The Goths suspected Mathasuintha as an accomplice in the 
mischief, which: perhaps was occasioned by accidental lightning. 

107 In strict philosophy, a limitation of the nghts of war seems 
to imply nonsense and contradiction. Grotius himself is lost in an 
idle distiuction between the jus nature and the jus gentium, be- 
tween poison and infection. He balances in one stale the passages 
of Ilomer (Odyss. A. 259. &c.) and Florus (1. ii. c. 20. N°, 7. ult.) ; 
and in the other, the examples of Solon (Pausanias, I. x. ¢. 37.) and 
Belisarius. See his great work De Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. iii. c. 4. 
s. 15, 16, 17. and in Barbeyrac’s version. tom. tl. p. 257, &e.). Yet 
1 cau understand the benefit and validity of an agreement, tacit or - 
express, mutually to abstain from certain nodes of hostility, See 
the Amphictyonie oath ty Fochines, de Fals Legatioue. 
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mission to the commands of the emperor. If Beli-  oyap. 


sarius had possessed only the courage of a soldier, 
the Jaurel would have been snatched from his hand 
by timid and envious counsels; but in this deci- 
sive moment, he resolved, with the magnanimity 
of a statesman, to sustain alone the danger and 
merit of gencrous disobedicnee. Each of his officcrs 
gave a written opinion, that the siege of Ravenna 
was impracticable and hopeless: the gencrel then 
rejected the treaty of partition, and declared his 
own resolution of Icading Vitiges in chains to the 
feet of Justinian. The Goths retired with deubt 
and dismay: this peremptory refusal deprived them 
of the only signature which they could trust, and 
filled their minds with a just apprelicnsion, that a 


sagacious enemy had discovered the full extent of 


their deplorable state. 'Phey compared the fame 
and fortune of Lelisarius with the weakness of 
their ill-fated king; and the comparison suggested 
an extraordinary project, to which Vitiges, with 
apparent resignation, was compelled to acquiesce. 
Partition would ruin the strength, exile would 
disgrace the honour, of the nation; but they offered 
their arms, their trcasurcs, and the fortifications of 
Ravenna, if Belisarius would disclaim the anthority 
of a master, accept the choice of the Goths, and 
assume, as he had deserved, the kingdom of Italy. 
If the false lustre of a diadem could have tempted 
the loyalty of a faithful subject, his prudence must 
have forescen the inconstancy of the Barbarians, 
and his rational ambition would prefer the safe 
and honourable station of a Roman general. Even 
the paticnce and secming satisfaction with which 
he entertained a proposal of treason, might he 
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susceptible of a malignant interpretation. But 
the licutenant of Justinian was conscious of his 
own rectitude; he entered into a dark and crooked 
path, as it might lead to the voluntary submission 
of the Goths; and his dextcrous policy persuaded 
them that he was disposed to comply with thetr 
wishes, without engaging an oath or a promise 
for the performance of a treaty which he secretly 
abhorred. The day of the surrender of Ravenna 
was stipulated by the Gothic ambassadors: a fleet, 
laden with provisions, sailed as a welcome gucst 
into the deepest reccss of the harbour: the gates 
were opened to the fancied king of Italy; and Beli- 
sarius, without mecting an enemy, triumphantly 
marchicd through the streets of an impregnable 
city’. The Romans were astonished by thcir 
suceess; the multitude of tall and robust Barba- 
rians were confounded by the image of their own 
patience; and the masculine females, spitting m 
the faces of their sons and husbands, most bitterly 
reproached them for betraying thcir dominion and 
freedom to these pygmics of the south, contemp- 


tible in their numbers, diminutive in their stature. 


Before the Goths could recover from the first 
surprisc, and claim the accomplishment of thcir 
doubtful hopes, the victor established his power 


108 Ravenna was taken, not in the year 540, but in the latter end 
of 539; and Pagi (tom. ii. p. 569.) is rectified by Muratori (Aunali 
d'Italia, tom. v. p. 62.), who proves, from an original act on papyrus 
(Antiquit. Ttali Medii Avi, tom. fi. dissert. xxxii. p. 9990-1007. 
Maffei, Istoria Diplomat. p. 155—160.), that before the third of - 
January £40, peace and fice correspondence were restored between 
Ravenna and Facnza. 
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in Ravenna, beyond the danger of repentance and CHAP. 
revolt. Vitiges, who perhaps had attempted to ey 
escape, was honourably guarded in his palace’; ¢ aptivity 
the flower of the Gothic youth was seleeted for the °*""""' 
service of the emperor; the remainder of the pco- 

ple was dismissed to their peaceful habitations in 

the southern provinces; and a colony of Italians 

was invited to replenish the depopulated city. The 
submission of the capital was imitated in the towns 

and villages of Italy, which had not been subducd, 

or cven visited, by the Romans; and the indepen- 

dent Goths, who remained in arms at Pavia and 
Verona, were ambitious only to become the subjects 

of Belisarius. But his inflexible loyalty rejected, 

execpt as the substitute of Justinian, tlcir vaths 

of allegiance ; and he was not offended by the re- 

proach of their deputies, that he rather chose to be 

a slave than a king. 

After the second victory of Belisarius, envy again peru 
whispered, Justinian listened, and the hero was ae ied 
recalled. “ ‘The remnant of the Gothic war was rius. 
‘no longer worthy of his presence: a gracious so- 

“ vereign was impaticnt to reward his services, and 
“ to consult his wisdom; and he alone was capable 
“ of defending the Kast against the innumcrable 
“armics of Persia.” Belisarius understood the 
suspicion, accepted the excuse, embarked at Raven- 


19) Tle was seized by John the Sanguinary, but an oath or sacra- 
ment was pledged for his safety in the Basilica Julii (Hist. Miscell. 
I. xvii. in Muratori, tom. i. p-107.). Anastasius cin Vit. Pont. p: 40.) 
gives a dark but probable account. Moutfaucon is, quated by Mas- 
cou (Hist. of the Germans, xii. 21.) fora votive shield representing: | 
the captivity of Vitiges, and now-in the collection of Sipnor Landi 
at Rome. 
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na his spoils and trophics ; and proved, by his ready 
obedicnec, that such an abrupt removal from the 
government of Italy was not less unjust than it 
might have been indiscrect. ‘The emperor received 
with honourable courtesy, both Vitigces and his 
more noble consort: and as the king of the Goths 
eonformed to the Athanasian faith, he obtaincd, 
with arich inheritance of lands in Asia, the rank 
of senator and patrician’. E:very speetator ad- 
mired, without peril, the strength and stature of 
the young Barbarians: they adored the majesty 
of the throne, and promised to shed their blood 
in the service of their benefactor. Justinian de- 
posited inv the Byzantine palace the treasures of 
the Gothie monarchy. <A flattering senate was 
somctimes adinitted to gaze on the magnificent 
spectacle; but it was enviously secluded from the 
public vicw; and the conqueror of Italy re- 
nounccd, without a mumnur, perhaps without a 
sigh, the well-carned honours of a sccond triumph. 
His glory was indeed cxalted above all external 
pomp; and the faint and hollow praises of thi 
court were supplied, even in a scrvile age, by tlic 
respect and admiration of his country. When- 
ever he appeared in the strects and publie places 
of Constantinople, Bclisarius attracted and satis- 
fied the.eyes of the people. Llis lofty stature and 
majestic countenance fulfilled their expcetations 


Me Vitiges lived two years at Constantinoptc, and imperatoris m 
affecta convictus (or coujunctus) rcbas excessii umanis. His widow, 
Mathasuenta, the wife and mesier of the patriciuns, the elder and 
younger Germanus, united the streamsof Anician and Amali bloud 
(Jornandes, ¢. GO. p. 221, in Muratori, tom. 15. 
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ofan hero; the meanest of his fellow-citizens 
were emboldened by his gentle and gracious de- 
meanour; and the martial train which attended 
his footsteps, left Jus persou more acecssible than 
in a day of battle. Seven thousand horsemen, 
matchless for beauty and valour, were maintained 
in the service, and at the private expence, of 
the general’. ‘Their prowess was always con- 
spicuous in single combats, or in the foremost 
ranks; and both ‘parties confessed, that in the 
sicge of Rome, the guards of Belisarius had alone 
vanquished the Barbarian host. Their numbers 
were continually augmented by the bravest and 
most faithful of the enemy; and his fortunate 
captives, the Vandals, the Moors, and the Gotlis, 
emulated the attachment of his domestic fol- 
lowers. By the union of liberality and justice, 
he acquired the love of the soldicrs, without alicn- 
ating the affections of the pcopk. The sick and 
wounded were relicved with medicincs and 
money; and still more efficaciously, by the heal- 
ing visits and smiles of their commander. ‘Lhe 
loss of a weapon or an horse was instantly re- 
paired, and cach deed of valour was rewarded by 
the rich and honourable gifts of -a bracelet or a 
collar, which were rendered more precious by 
the judgment of Belisarius. Pf{¢e was endeared to 
the husbandmen, by the peace and plenty which 


111 Procopius, Goth. bit. ed. Aimoinwa Frepeb mionk of tie 
sith century, who had obtained, and has disfigured, some authentic, 
information of Belisarius, mentions, in his name, 12,000) pevert or 


slaves—quos proptiis alimus stipendiis—besides 18,000 soldiers 


(LMistorians of France, tom. ili. De Gestis Frane. bac. 6. pain ) 
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they enjoyed under the shadow of his standara. 


Instead of being injured, the country was en- 
riched by the march of the Roman amnies; and 
such was the rigid discipline of their camp, that 
not an apple was gathered from the tree, not a path 
could be traced in tlic fields of corn. Belisarius 
was chaste and sober. In the licence of a military 
life, none could boast that they had scen him in- 
toxicated with wine: the most beautiful captives 
of Gothic or Vandal race were offered to his em- 
braces; but he turned aside from their charms, and 
the husband of Antonina was never suspected of 
violating the laws of conjugal fidelity. The spec- 
tator and historian of his exploits has obscrved, 
that amidst the perils of war, he was daring with- 
out rashness, prudent without fear, slow or rapid 
according to the cxigences of the moment; that in 
the deepest distress, he was animated by real or 
apparent hope, but that he was modest and hum- 
ble m the most prosperous fortune. Dy these vir- 
tues, he equalled or excelled the ancient masters 
of the military art. Victory, by sca and land, 
attended his arms. He subdued Africa, Italy, 
and the adjacent islands, led away captives the suc- 
cessors of Genscrie and Theodoric; filled Constan- 
tinople with the spoils of their palaces, and in the 
space of six ycars recovered half the provinces of 
the Western empire. In his fame and merit, in 
wealth and power, he remained, without a rival, the 
first of the Roman subjects: the voice of envy could 
only magnify hisdangerous importance; and the em- 
peror might applaud his own discerning spirit, which 
had discovered und raised the genius of Belisarius. 
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“Wt was the custom of the Roman triumphis, that 
a slave should be placed behind the chariot to 
remind the conqueror of the instability of fortune, 
and the infirmities of human nature.  Procopius, 
in lis Anccdotes, has assumed that servile and 
ungrateful office. "The gencrous reader may east 
away the libel, but the evidence of facts will ad- 
here to his memory; and he will reluctantly con- 
fess, that the fame, and even the virtue of Beli- 


sarius, were polluted by the lust and cruelty of 


his wife; and that the hero deserved an appella- 
tion which ay not drop trom the pen of the de- 
cent historian. ‘The mother of Antonina’ was a 
theatrical prostitute, and both her father and 
erandfather excreised at Thessalonica and Con- 


stantinople, tlic vile, though lucrative, profession of 


chariotecrs. In the various situations of their 
fortune, she beeame the companion, the enenry, 
the servant, and the favourite of the empress 
Theodora: these loose and ambitious females had 
heen connected by similar pleasures; they were 
separated by the jealousy of vice, and at length 
reconciled by the partuership of guilt. Jiefore 
her marrizge with Belisarius, Antonina had one 
husband and many lovers; Photius, the son of her 
former nuptials, was of an age to distinguish him- 
sclf at the siege of Naples; and it was uot till the 
autumn of her age and beauty" that she indulged 


ne The diligence of Alemannus could add but litle to the four 
first and most curious chapters of the Ancedotes. Of these strane 
Anecdotes, a part may be true, beeause probabic—and a jcrt trie, 
Lecance unpredable,  Procopius nnist hase Anuen the larmer, and 
the later be corhd seurcely gereue. 

13 Diccopins ansinuates (Anecdot. c. 4.5 that, when Beleanu- 
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a scandalous attachment to a Thracian youth. 
, Theodosius had been educated in the Eunomian 
heresy; the African voyage was consecrated by 
the baptism and auspicious name of the first 
soldicr who cmbarked; and the proselyte was 
adopted into the family of his spiritual parents", 
Belisarius and Antonina. Defore they touched 
the shores of Africa, this holy kindred degenerated 
into sensual love ; and as ‘Antonina soon overleaped 
the bounds of modesty and caution, the Roman 
general was alone ignorant of his own dishonour. 
During their residence at Carthage, he surprised 
the two lovers in a subterrancous chamber, solitary, 
warm, and almost naked. Anger flashed from his 
eyes. “ With the help of this young man,” said 
the unblushing Antonina, “I was secreting our 
* most precious effects from the knowledge of Jus- 
“tinian.” ‘The youth resumed his garments, and 
the pious husband consented to disbelieve the 
evidence of his own senses. From this pleasing 
and perhaps voluntary delusion, Belisarius was 
awakened at Syracuse, by the officious information 
of Macedonia; and that female attendant, after 
requiring’an oath for her security, produced two 
chamberlains, who, like herself, had often beheld 
the adulteries of Antonina. An hasty flight mto 
Asia saved Theodosius from the justice of an in- 


returned to Italy (A. D. 543), Antonina was sixty years of age. A 
furced, but more polite construction, which refers that date to the 
ynoment when he was writing (A. D. 549), would be compatible 
with the manhood of Photius (Gothie. 1. i. c. 10.) in 536. 

114 Compare the Vandalic War (1. i. c. 12.) with the Anecdotes 
(c. 1.) and Alemannus (p. 2, 3.). This moge of baptismal paekes 
was revived hy Leo the vhilotophier, 
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Fitred husband, who had signified to one of his 
guards the order of his death; but the tcars of 
Antonina, and her artful seductions, assured the 
eredulous hero of her innocence; and hic stooped, 
against his faith and judgment, to abandon those 
imprudent friends who had presumed to accuse or 
doubt the chastity of his wife. The revenge of a 
guilty woman is implacable and bloody: the un- 
fortunate Maccdonia, with the two witnesscs, were 
“secretly arrested by the minister of her cruclty; 
their tongucs were cut out, their bodies were 
hacked into small nieces, and their remains were 
cast into the sea of Syracuse. A rash though ju- 
dicious saying of Constantine, “ I would sooner 
“ have punished the adultress than the boy,” was 
decply remembered by Antonina; and two years 
afterwards, when despair had armed that officer 
against his general, her sanguinary advice decided 
and hastened his exccution. Even the indigna- 
tion of Photius was not forgiven by his mother ; 
the exile of her son prepared the recal of her lover; 
and Theodosius condescended to accept the press- 
ing and humble invitation of the conqueror of 
Italy. In the absolute direction of his housc- 
hold, and in the important commissions of peacc 
and war’, the favourite youth most rapidly ac- 
quired a fortune of four hundred thousand 
pounds sterling; and after their return to Con- 
stantinople, the passion of Antonina, at Icast, 


115 In November 537, Photius arrested the pope (Liberat. Brev. 
c 22. Pagi, tom. ii. p. 562.). About the end of 539, Belizarius sent 
Theadosius—zev TH mig TH avTOY ePeswera—ON AN important and lu- 
“erative commission to Ravenna (Goth. |. ut. c. 18.). 
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CHAP. continued ardent and unabated. But fear, Xe: 
XLI. | votion, and lassitude perhaps, inspired ‘Theo- 
dosius with more scrious thoughts. He dreaded 
the busy scandal of the capital, and the indis- 
crect fondness of the wife of Belisarius; escaped 
from her embraces, and retiring to Ephesus, 
shaved his head, and took refuge in the sanc- 
tuary of a monastic life. The despair of the 
new Ariadne could scarcely have been excused 
by the death of her husband. She wept, she 
tore her hair, she filled the palace with her crics; 
“ she had lost the dearest of friends, a tender, a 
“ faithful, a laborious fricnd!” But her warm 
cntreatics, fortified by the prayers of Belisarius, 
were insufficient to draw the holy monk from 
the solitude of Ephesus. It was not til] the 
general moved forward for the Persian war, that 
Theodosius could be tempted to return to Con- 
stantinople; and the short interval before the 
departure of Antonina herself was boldly de- 

_ voted to love and pleasure. 
Resent-. “A philosopher may pity and forgive the infir- 
Ties mities of female nature, from which he receives 
a Pho- no real .injury; but contemptible is the; husband 
tius. who; feels, and yet: cndures, his own infamy in 
that.of his wife. Antonina pursued her son with 
implacable hatred; and the gallant Photius'” 
was, exposed, to her secret persecutions in the 
camp beyond the Tigris. Enraged by his own 
wrongs, and by the dishonour of his blood, he 
116 Theophanes (Chronograph. p. 204.) styles him Photinus, the 


son-in-law of Belisarius ; and he is copied by the Ilistoria Misecila 
and Anastasius. 
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‘€ast away in his turn the sentiments of nature, CHAP. 
and revealed to Belisarius the turpitude of a Gow 


woman who had violated all the duties of a 
mother and a wife. From the surprise and in- 
dignation of the Roman gencral, his former cre- 
dulity appears to have been sincere: lic embraced 
the knees of the son of Antonina, adjured him to 
remember his obligations rather than his birth, 
and confirmed at the altar their holy vows of re- 
‘venge and mutual defence. The dominion of 
Antonina was impaired by absence; and when she 
mict her husband, on his return from the Persian 
confines, Belisarius, in his first and transient emo- 
tions, confined her person, and threatencd her 
life. Photius was more resolved to punish, and 
Icss prompt to pardon; he ficw to Ephesus; ex- 
torted from a trusty eunuch of his mother the 
full confession of her guilt; arrested Theodosius 
and his treasures in the church of St. John the 
Apostle, and concealed his captives, whose cxc- 
cution was only delayed, in a secure and seques- 
tered fortress of Cilicia. Such a daring outrage 
against public justice could not pass with impu- 
nity; and the cause of Antonina was espouscd 

by the empress, whose favour she had descrved 
"by the recent services of the disgrace of a prefect, 
and the exile and murder of a pope.* At the end 
of the campaign, Bclisarius was recalled ; he com- 
plied, as usual, with the Impcrial mandate. His 
mind was not prepared for rebellion: his. obe- 
dicnce, however adverse to the dictates of honour, 
Was consonant to the wishes of Ins heart; and 
- when he embraced his wife, at the command, and 


266 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. perhaps in the presence, of the empress, the ten- 


Gage 


Persecu. 


tion of h 
son. 


der husband was disposed to forgive or to be for- 
ae The bounty of Theodora reserved for her 
companion a more precious favour. “I have 
“ found,” she said, * my dearest patrician, a pearl 
“ of incstimableé valuc ; it has not yet been viewed 
“by any mortal eyc; but the sight and the pos- 
*‘ session of this jewel are destined for my fricnd.” 
As soon as the curiosity and impaticnee of Anto- 
nina were kindled, the door of a bedchambecr 
was thrown open, and she beheld her lover, 
whom the diligence of the eunuchs had disco- 
vered in his secret prison. Her silent wonder 
burst into passionate cxclamations of gratitude 
and joy, and she named Theodora her qucen, 
her benefactress, and her saviour. The monk 
of Ephesus was nourished in the palace with 
luxury and ambition; but instead of assuming, 
as he was promised, the command of the Roman 
armies, ‘Theodosius cxpired in the first fatigues 
ofan amorous interview. The grief of Antonina 
could only be assuaged by the sufferings of her 
son. A youth of consular rank, and.a sickly 
constitution, was punished, without a trial, like a 


malefactor and a slave: yet such was the con- 


stancy of his mind, that Photius sustained the 


tortures of the scourge and the rack, without vio- 


lating the faith which he had sworn to Belisarius. 

After this fruitless cruelty, the son of Antonina, 
while his mother feasted with the empress, was 
buried in her subterrancous prisons, which admit- 
ted wot thd distinction of night and day. He 
twice escaped to. the most venerable sanctuaries | 
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of Constantinople, the churches of St. Sophia cHap, 
and of the Virgin: but his tyrants were insensible Gey 
of religion as of pity; and the helpless youth, 
amidst the clamours of the clergy and people, 

was twice dragged from the altar to the dungcon. 

His third attempt was more successful. At the 

end of three ycars, the prophct Zachariah, or 

some mortal friend, indicated the means of an 
escape: he eluded the spies and guards of the em- 

press, reached the holy sepulechre of Jerusalem, 
embraced the profession of a monk; and the 

abbot Photius was employed, after the death of 
Justinian, to reconcile and regulate the churches 

of Egypt. The son of Antonina suffered all that 

an enemy can inflict: her patient husband im- 

posed on himself the more exquisite misery of 
violating his promise and deserting his friend. 

In the succeeding campaign, Belisarius was Diswaee 
again sent against the Persians: he saved the ee P 
Kast, but he offended Theodora, and perhaps Leclisarius. 
the empcror himself. The malady of Justinian — - 
had countenanced the rumour of his death; and e 
the Roman general, on the supposition of that 
probable event, spoke the free language of a citi- 
zen and a soldier. His colleague Buzes, who 
concurred in the same sentiments, lost his rank, 
his liberty, and his health, by the persecution of 
the empress: but the disgrace of. Belisarius was 
alleviated by the dignity of. his own charactér, 
and the influence of his wife, who. might: wish 
to humble, but could not desire “to ruin, the 
“partner of her fortuncs. Even his removal was 
- coloured by the assurance, that the sinking state 
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of Italy would be retrieved by the single presence” 
of its conqueror. But no sooner had he returned, 
alone and defenccless, than an hostile commission 
was sent to the Hast, to seize his treasures and 
criminate his actions; the guards and veterans 
who followed his private banner, were distributcd 
among the chicfs of the army, and even the cu- 
nuchs presumed to cast lots for the partition of 
his martial domestics. When he passed with a 
small and sordid retinue through the streets of | 
Constantinople, his forlorn appearance cxcited 
the amazement and compassion of the people. 
Justinian and Theodora received him with cold 
ingratitude; the servile crowd, with insolence 
and contempt; and in the evening he retired 
with trembling steps to his deserted palace. An 
indisposition, feigned or real, had confined An- 
tonina to her apartment: and she walked dis- 
dainfully silent in the adjacent portico, while 
Belisarius threw himself on his bed, and ex- 
pected, in an: agony of gricf and terror, the death 
which he had so often braved under the walls of 
Rome. Long aftcr .sun-set a messenger was an- 
nounced from the empress ; he opened, with anxious 
curiosity, the letter which contained the sentence 
of his fate. “ You cannot be ignorant how much 
‘you have descrved my displeasure. I am not 
“insensible of the services of Antonina. To her 
“merits and intercession I have granted your 
“life, and permit you to retain a part of your 
“ treasures, which might be justly forfeited to the 
“state. Let your gratitude, where it is due, 
be displayed, not in words, but in vour future | 
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* behaviour.” I know not how to believe or to 
relate the transports with which the hero is said 
to have reccived this ignominions pardon. He 
fell prostrate before his wife, he kissed the feet of 
his saviour, and he devoutly promised to live the 
grateful and submissive slave of Antonina, A 
fine of one hundred and twenty thousand pounds 
sterling was levied on the fortunes of Belisarius ; 
and with the office of count, or master of the royal 
stables, lic aeecpted the conduct of the Italian war. 
At his departure from Constantinople, lis friends, 
and even the public, were persuaded, that as soon 
as he regained his freedom, he would renounce his 
dissimulation, and that his wife, Theodora, aud 
perhaps the emperor himsclf, would be sacrificed 
to the just revenge of a virtuous rebel. ‘Their 
hopes were deccived; and the unconquerable pa- 
ticnce and loyalty of Belisarius appear cither below 
or above the character of a MAN'”. 


17 The continuator of the Chronicle of Marcellinus gives, ina 
few decent words, the substance of the Aneedotes: Belisarius de 
Oriente evocatus, in oflensam periculumque incurrens grave, et 
invidiw subjacens rursus remittitur in Italiam (p. 54.). 
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CHAP. XLII. 


State of the Barbaric World.— Establishment of 
the Lombards on the Danube.—Tribes and In- 
roads of the Sclavonians.—Origin, Empire, and 
Embassies of the Turks.—-The Flight of the 
Avars.—Chosroes I. or Nushirvan King of Per- . 
sia.—His prosperous Reign and Wars with the 
Romans.—The Colchian or Lazic War.-—The 
Aithiopians. 


Our estimate of sain merit is rclative to the 
common faculties of mankind. The aspiring efforts 
of genius, or virtue, either in active or speculative 


’ life, are measured, not so much by their real eleva- 


tion, as by the height to which they ascend above the 
level of their age or country: and the same stature, 
which in a people of giants would pass unnoticed, 
must appear conspicuous in a race of pygmies. 
Leonidas, and his three hundred companions, de- 


voted their lives at Thermopyle; but the education 


of the infant, the boy, and the man, had prepared, 


Ey 


as 


and almost ensured, this memorable sacrifice; and 
each Spartan would approve, rather than admire, 
an act of duty, of which himself and eight thou- 
sand of his fellow-citizens were equally capable’. 


itt will be a pleasure, not a task, to read Herodotus (1. vii. c. 104. 
13+. p. 550. 615.). The conversation of Xerxes and Demaratus at 
Thermopylz is one of the most interesting and moral scenes in 
history. It was the torture of the royal Spartan to behold, with 
anguish and remorse, the yirtue-of his coumtry. 
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The great Pompey might inscribe on his trophies, CHAP. 


é ieee XLIL 
that he had defeated in battle two millions of Ca 


enemies, and reduced fifteen hundred cities from 
the lake Mzotis to the Red Sea *: but the fortune 
of Rome flew before his cagles; the nations were 
oppressed by their own fears, and the invincible 
legions which he commanded, had been formed 
by the habits of conquest and the discipline of 
ages. In this view, the charactcr of Belisarius 
may be deservedly placcd above tlic heroes of 
the ancient republics. His imperfections flowed 
from the contagion of the times; his virtues were 
his own, the free gift of nature or reflection; he 
raised himself without a master or a rival; and so 
inadequate were the arms committed to his hand, 


that his sole advantage was derived from the pride - 


and presumption of his adversaries.. Under his 
command, the subjects of Justinian often dc- 
served to be called Romans: but the unwarlike 
appellation of Greeks was imposed as a term of 
reproach by the haughty Goths; who affected to 
blush, that they must dispute the kingdom of 
Italy with a nation of tragedians, pantomimes, and 
pirates*. The climate of Asia has indeed been 
found less congenial than that of Europe, to mi- 
litary spirit: those populous countrics were encr- 


2 Sec this proud inseription in Pliny (Hist. Natur. vii. 27.). Few 
men have more exquisitely tasted of glory and disgrace ; nor could 
Jurenal (Satir. x.) produce a more striking example of the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, and the vanity of human wishies. 

S Tpamoug.... e& wy ta wporepa ouSera cf ITaAsav Axcrra eBoy, ors my 
Tpoywooug, mas vauras Awmoburac. This last epithet of Procopius is 
too nobly translated by pirates; naval thieves is the proper word : 
Strippers of garments, either for injury or insult (Demosthenes 

- contra Conon. in Reiske Orator. Gree. tom. ii. p. 1264.). 
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vated by luxury, despotism, and superstition ; and- 
the monks were more expensive and more numer- 
ous than the soldiers of the East. The regular 
force of the empire had once amounted to six hun- 
dred and forty-five thousand men: it was reduced, 
in the time of Justinian, to one hundred and fifty 
thousand; and this number, large as it may seem, 
was thinly scattcred over the sea and land ; in Spain 
and Italy, in Africa and Egypt, on the banks of the 
Danube, the coast of the Euxine, and the frontiers ' 
of Persia. ‘The citizen was exhausted, yet the sol- 
dier was unpaid; his poverty was mischicvously 
soothed by the privilege of rapine and indolence ; 
and the tardy payments were dctaincd and inter- 
cepted by the fraud of those agents who usurp, 
without courage or dangcr, the cmoluments of war. 
Public and private distress recruited the armies of 
the state; but in the field, and still more in the 
presence of the enemy, their numbcrs were always 
defective. ‘The want of national spirit was sup- 
plied ‘by the precarious faith and disorderly service 
of Barbarian mercenaries. Even military honour, 
which ‘has often survived the loss of virtue and 
freedom, ‘was almost totally extinct. The ge- 
nérals, who were multiplicd beyond the example 
of former times, laboured only to prevent the 
success, or to sully the reputation of their col- 
leagues; and they had been taught by experience, 
that if merit sometimes provoked the jealousy, 
error, or even guilt, would obtain the indul- 
getive, of a gracious emperor’. In such an age 

4 See the third and fourth Books of the Gothic War: the writer 
of the Ancedotes cannot aggravate these abuses. 
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/ the triumphs of Belisarius, and afterwards of crap. 
Narses, shine with incomparable lustre; but they _ *4- 
are encompassed with the darkest shades of dis- 
grace and-calamity. While the licutenant of 
Justinian subducd the kingdoms of the Goths and 
Vandals, the emperor’, timid, though ambitious, 
balanced: the forces of the Barbarians, fomented 
their divisions by flattery and falsehood, and in- 

- vited by his patience and liberality the repetition 

of injuries’. The keys of Carthage, Rome, and 

Ravenna, were presented to their conqueror, 

while Antioch was destroyed by the Versiaus, 

and Justinian trembled for the safcty of Con- 

stantinople. . 

Even the Gothic victories of Belisarius were State of 
prejudicial to the state, since they abolished thie aire nas 
important barrier of the Upper Danube, which 
had been so faithfully guarded by Theodoric and 
his daughter. For the defence of Italy, the 
Goths evacuated Pannonia and Noricum, which 
they left in a peaceful and flourishing condition : 
the sovereignty was claimed by the emperor. of 
the Romans ; the actual possession was abandoned 
to the boldness of the first invader. On the 
opposite banks of the Danube, the plains of 
Upper Hungary. and the Transylvanian hills were 
possessed, since the death of Attila, by the tribes 


5 Agathias, I. 5. p. 157, 158. He confines this weakness of the 
emperor and the empire to the old age of Justinian ; but alas! he 
Was never young. 

6 This mischievous policy, which Procopius (Anecdot. c. 19.) im- 
putes to the emperor, is revealed in his epistle to a Scythian prince, 
who was capable of understanding it. ayay wpoundn xo ayywousercy 
says Agathias (I. v. p. 170, 171.). ; 
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CHA P of the Gepide, who respected the Gothic arms,», 
~~ and despised, not indeed the gold of the Romans, 
BOS but the secret motive of their annual subsidies. 
The vacant fortifications of the river were in- 
stantly occupied by these Barbarians: their stand- 
ards were planted on the walls of Sirmium and 
Belgrade; and the ironical tone of their apology 
aggravated this insult on the majesty of the em- 
pire. “So extensive, QO Cesar, are your domi- - 
“ nions; sO numerous are your cities; that you 
“ are continually seeking for nations to whom, 
“ either in peace or war, you may relinquish 
“ these useless possessions. ‘The Gepide are your 
“ brave and faithful allies;. and if they have 
“ anticipated your gifts, they have shewn a just 
“ confidence in your bounty.” Their presump- 
tion was excused by the mode of revenge which 
Justinian embraced. Instead of asserting the 
rights of a sovereign for the protection of his 
subjects, the emperor invited a strange people 
to invade and possess the Roman provinces be- 
tween the Danube and the Alps; and the am- 
bition of the Gepide was checked by the rising 
power and fame of the Lomsarps'. This cor- 


The 
Lombards. rapt appellation has been diffused in the thir- 
T Gens German feritate ferocior, says Velleius Paterculus of 
the Lombards (ii. 106.). Langobardos paucitas nobilitat. Plurimis 
ac valentissimis nationibus cincti non per obsequium, sed praeliis et 
periclitando, tuti sunt (T ‘acit. de Moribus German. c. 40.). See 
likewise Strabo (1. vii. p. 446.). The best geographers place them 
beyond the Elbe, in the bishopric of Magdeburgh and the middle 
march of Brandenburgh ; and their situation will agree with the 
patriotic remark of the count de Hertzberg, that most of the Bar- 
bariiin conquerors issued ffgm the same countries which still pro- 
duce the armies of Prussia’ 
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teenth century by the merchants and _ bankers, 
the Italian posterity of these savage warriors: but 
the original name of Langobards is expressive only 
of the peculiar length and fashion of their beards. 
I am not disposed either to question or to justify 
their Scandinavian origin“; nor to pursue the 
migrations of the Lombards through unknown 
regions and marvellous adventures. About the 
time of Augustus and ‘Trajan, a ray of historic 
light breaks on the darkness of their antiquities, 
and they are discovered, for the first time, be- 
tween the Elbe and the Oder. Fierce, beyond 
the example of the Germans, they delighted to 
propagate the tremendous belief, that their heads 
were formed like the heads of dogs, and that they 
drank the blood of their cnemies whom thcy 
vanquished in battle. The smallness of their 
numbers was recruited by the adoption of their 
bravest slaves; and alone, amidst their powerful 
neighbours, they defended by arms their high- 
spirited independence. In the. tempests of the 
north, which overwhelmed so mahy names and 
nations, this little bark of the Lombards still 
floated on the surface: they gradually descended 
towards the south and the Danube;.and at the 
end of four hundred years they again appear 
with their ancient valour and renown. Their 
manners were not less ferocious. ‘The assassina- 
tion of a royal guest was executed in the pre- 

6 The Scandinavian origin of the Goths and Lombards, as stated 
by Paul Warnefrid, surnamed the deacon, is attacked by Cluverias 
(Gerinania Antiq. 1. iii. c. 26. p. 102, &c.) a native of Prussia, and 


defended by Grotius (Prolegom. ad Hist. Goth. p. 28, oe )s the 
Swedish ambas<ador. 
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sence, and by the command, of the king’s 
daughter, who had bcen provoked by some 
words of insult, and disappointed by his dimi- 
nutive stature; and a tribute, the price of blood, 
was imposed on the Lombards, by his brother 
the king of the Fferuli. Adversity revived a 
sense of moderation and justice, and the.insolence 
of conquest was chastised by the signal defeat and 
irreparable dispersion of the Heruli, who were 
seated in the southern provinces of Poland’. Thic 
victorics of the Lombards reccommended them 
to the friendship of the emperors; and at thic 
solicitation of Justinian, they passed the Danubc, 
to reduce, according to their treaty, the citics 
of Noricum and the fortresses of Pannonia. 
But the spirit of rapinc soon tempted them be- 
yond these ample limits; they wandered along 
the coast.of the Hadriatic as far as Dyrrachiun, 
and presumed, with familiar rudencss, to enter 
the:towns and houscs of their Roman allics, and 
to scize the captive who had escaped from their 
audacious hands. These acts of hostility, the 
sallies, as it might be pretended, of some loose 
adventurers, were disowned by the nation, and 
excused by the emperor; but the arms of the 
Lombards were more seriously engaged by a con- 
test of thirty years, which was terminated only by 
the extirpation of the Gepida. The hostile na- 
tions often pleaded their cause before the throne 


9 Two facts in the narrative of Paul Diaconus (I. i. c. 20.) are 


_ expressive of ational manners: 1. Dum ad talulam luderet—while 


he played at draughts. 2. Camporum viridantid/ina. The cultivation 
of flax supposes property, commerce, agriculture, and manufactures.. 
= ¥ 
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of Constantinople; and the crafty Justinian, to 
whom the Barbarians were almost equally odious, 
pronounced a partial and ambiguous scntence, 
and dextrously protracted the war by slow and 
ineffectual succours. Their strength was formi- 
dable, since the Lombards, who sent into the 
fields several myriads of soldicrs, still claimed, as 
the weaker side, the protection of the Romans. 
Their spirit was intrepid; yet such is the rueer- 
tainty of courage, that the two armics were sud- 
denly struck with a panic; they fled from cach 
other, and the rival kings remained with their 
guards in the midst of an empty plain. A short 
truce was obtained; but their mutual resentment 
again kindled; and the remembrance of thicir 
shame rendcred the next encountcr more despe- 
rate and bloody. Forty thousand of the Bar- 
barians perished in the decisive battle, which broke 
the power of the Gepide, transferred the fears and 
wishes of Justinian, and-first displayed the cha- 
racter of Alboin, the youthful Prince of the Lon- 
bards, and the future conqueror of Italy”. 

The wild people who dwelt ot wandered in the 
plains of Russia, Lithuania, and Poland, might 
be reduced, in the age of Justinian, under the two 
ereat families of the BuLGarians" and~ the 


10 [ have used, without undertaking to reconcile, the facis in 
Procopius (Goth. |. ii: c. 14, 1. lit. c. 33, 34. 1. iv. c. 18. 25.), Paul 
Diaconus (de Gestis Langobard. |. i. ¢. 1-23. in Muratori, Script. 
Rerum Italicarum, tom. i. p. 405—419.), and Jornandes (de 
Success. Regnorum, p. 242.). The patient reader may draw some 
light from Mascou (Hist. of the Germans, and Annotat. xxiii.) 
and De Buat (Hist. des Peuples, &c. tom. 1x, x, XI.). 

“1 [ adopt the appellation of Bulgarians, from Ennodius (in 
Panegyr. Theodorici, Opp. Sirmond, tom. i. p. 1598, 1599.), Jor- 
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ScLAVONIANS. According to the Greek writers, 
the former, who touched the Euxine and the lake 
Metis, derived from the Huns their name or 
descent; and it is needléss to renew the simple 
and well-known picture of Tartar manners. They 
were bold and dextrous archers, who drank the 
milk, and feastcd on the flesh, of their fleet and 
indefatigable horses; whose flocks and herds fol- 


lowed, or rathcr guided, the motions of their rov- 


ing camps; to whose inroads no country was re- 
mote or impervious, and who were practised in 
flicht, though’ incapable of fear. The nation was 
divided into two powerful and hostile tribes, who 


’ pursued each other with fraternal hatred. ‘They 


eagerly disputed the friendship or rather the gifts 
of the emperor; and the distinction which nature 
had fixed between the faithful dog and the rapa- 
Ports" “wolf,-was applied by an ambassador who 
reteived only verbal instructions from the mouth 
of his illiterate prince’. The Bulgarians, of what- 
soever species, were equally attracted by Roman 
wealth: they-assumed a vague dominion over the 


' Sclavenian name, and their rapid marches could 


only be stepped by tlie Baltic sea, or the extreme 
cold and poverty of the north. But the saffte race 
of Sclayonians. appears to have maintained, in 


every age; the possession of the same countries. 
So AR 
nares (de Rebus Giticis, TER “p. 194. et de Regn. Successione, 
p. 242.), Theophanes (p. 185.), and the Chronicles of Cassiodorius 
and Marcéllinus. -The name of Huns is too vague; the tribes of 
the Cirttringuriaats and Utturgurians are too minute and too hatsh. 
? i Proctpiué (Goth, I iv. c. 19.). His verbal message (he owns 
*Tfinstif ti Bliterace: Barbetiag) is delivered as an pane The 
style is savage, ae ant ‘Original. 


a 
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Their numerous tribes, -however distant or adverse, 
_used one common language (it was harsh and ir- 


regular), and were known by the resemblance of 


their form, which deviated from the swarthy 
Tartar, and approached without attaining the 
lofty stature and fair complexion of the German. 
Four thousand six hundred villages'’ were scat- 
tered over the provinces of Russia and Poland, 
and their huts were hastily built of rough tmber, 
‘in a country deficient both in stone and iron. 
Erected, or rather concealed in the .depth of 
forests, on the banks of rivers, or the edge of 
morasses, We may not perhaps, without flattery, 
compare them to the architecture of thc beaver; 
which they resembled in a double issue, to the 
land and watcr, for the escape of the savage 
inhabitant, an animal less cleanly, less diligent, 
and less social, than that marvellous quadrupede. 
The fertility of the soil, rather than the labour 
of the natives, supplied the rustic plenty of the 
Sclavonians. Their sheep and horned cattle 
were large and numerous, and the , fields which 
they sowed -with millet and panic“, afforded, 
in the place of bread, a coarse and less nutritive 


13 This sum is the result of a particular list, in a curious MS. 
fragment of the year 550, found in the library df Milan. The ob- 
scure geography of the times provokes and exer¢ises the patience 
of the count De Buat (tom. xi. p. 69—189.). The French minis- 
ter often loses himself in a wilderness which requires a Saxon and 
Polish guide. 

14 Panicum, milium. See Columella, 1. li. c. 9. p. 430..edit. Ges- 
ner. Plin. Hist. Natur. xviii. 94, 25. The Sarmatians made a pap 
of millet, mingled with mare’s milk or blood. In the wealth of 
modern husbandry, our millet feeds poultry, and nat heroes. . See 
‘the dictionaries of Bomare and Miller. 
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CHAP. food.. The incessant rapine of their neighbours 


XLII. 
at Ne/ 


compelled them to bury this. treasure in the 


. earth; but on the appearance of a stranger,: it 


was freely imparted by a people, whose unfa- 
vourable character is qualified by the epithets 
of chaste, patient, and hospitable. As their 
supreme god, they adored an invisible master of 


the thunder. The rivers and the nymphs ob- 


tained their subordinate honours, and the po- 
pular worship was expressed in vows and sacri- 
fice. ‘The Sclavonians disdained to obey a de- 
spot, a prince, or even a, magistrate; but their 
experience was too narrow, their passions too 
headstrong, to compose a system of equal law or 
general defence. Some voluntary respect was 
yielded to age and valour; but each tribe or 
village existed as a separate republic, and all 
must be persuaded where none could be com- 
pelled. They fought on foot, almost naked, and, 
except an unwieldy shield,. without any defen- 
sive armour: their weapons of offence were a 
bow, 2 quiver of small poisoned arrows, and a 
long rope, which they-dextrously threw from a 
distance, and entangled their enemy in a run- 
ning noose. In the field, the Sclavonian infantry 
was dangerous by. their speed, agility, and har- 


diness: they swam,:they dived, they remained 


under water, drawing their breath through a 
hollow cane; and a river or lake was often the 
scene of their unsuspected ambuscade. But these 


_were the atchievements of spics or stragglers; 


the. military art was F aiciin to the Sclavo- 


op Wales 


Pal 
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nians; their name was obscure, and their conquests 
were inglorious”™. 


as} 


CHAP. 
XL. 


a ae! 
I have marked the faint and general outline of ‘Their in- 


the Sclavonians and Bulgarians, without attempt- 
ing to define their immediate boundaries, which 
were not accurately known or respected by the 
Barbarians themselves. Their importance was 
measured by their vicinity to the cmpire; and the 
level country of Moldavia and Walachia was oc- 


‘cupied by the Antes", a Sclavonian tribe, which 


swelled the titles of Justinian with an epithet of 
congucst”. Against the Antes he erected the 
fortifications of the Lower: Danube; and laboured 
to secure the alliance of a people seated in the 
direct channel of northern inundation, an interval 
of two hundred miles between the mountains of 
Transylvania and the Euxine sea. But the Antes 
wanted power and inclination to stem the fury of 
the torrent: and the ight-anned Sclavonians, from 
an hundred tribes, a with: almost eae ree 


15 For’ the name ‘i nation, the situation ad manners, of the 
Sclavonians, sce the original evidence ‘of the vith century, in Pro- 
copius (Goth. I. ii. ¢. 26. 1.‘ili, ¢. 14.), and the tifiperor Mauritins 
of Maurice (Stratagemat. J. it. c. §, apud, Mascou; Annotat: txxk). 
The Stratagems of Maurice have been printed only, as.J understand, 
at the end of Scheffer’s edition of Arrign’s Tactics, at Upsal, 1664 
(Fabric. Bibliot. Grae. |. iv. c. 8. tom ‘iii. p. 278. )s a scarce, and 
hitherto, to me, an inaccessible book: 

16 Antes eorum fortissimi . . Taya, qui rapidus, et vorluicosus 
in Histri fluenta furens Acco lvitar (Jornandes, c c. 5. p. 194. edit, 
Murator. Procopius, Goth. I. iii. c. 14. & de Edific. 1. iv. ¢. 7.). 
Yet the same Procopius mentions the Goths and. Huns as neigh- 
bours, yarovuvra, to the Danube (de Edific, 1. iv, , Le i). a 


roads. 


a aad 
1 The national title of -Anticns, in the laws and i tions of 
Justinian, was adoptcd by his successors, and? is J bhy-ttie ' 


pious Ludewig (in Vit. Justinian. p. 615.). lthad strangely puzzled 


“the civilians of the nuiddle age. 
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the footatens of the Bulgarian horse. The pay- 


‘s~/ ment of one piece of gold for each soldier procured 


a safe and easy retreat through the country of the 
Gepide, who commanded the passage of the Upper 
Danube™. - The hopes or fears of the Barbarians ; 
their intestine union or discord: the accident of a 
frozen or shallow stream; the prospect of harvest or 
vintage ; the prosperity or distress of the Romans; 
were the causes which produced the uniform re-. 
petition of annual visits’®, tedious in the narrative, 
and destructive in the. event. The same year, 
and possibly the same month, in which Ravenna 
surrendered, was marked by an invasion of the 
Huns or Bulgarians, so dreadful, that it almost 
effaced the memory of their past inroads. They 
spread from the suburbs of Constantinople to the 
Ionian gulph, destroyed thirty-two cities or castles, 
erazed Potidea, which Athens had built and 
Philip had besieged, and repassed the Danube, 
dragging at theirhorses heels.one hundred and 
twenty thousand of the subjects of Justinian. In 


‘a subsequent mroad they. pierced the wall of the 


Thracian Chersonesus, extirpated the habitations 
and .the: inhabitants, boldly traversed the Helles- 


pont, and returned to their companions, laden 


with the spoilsof.Asia. Another party, which 
seemed a multitude in the. eyes of the Romans, 
penetrated, without-opposition, from the streights 
of Thermopylee. to the isthmus of Corinth; and 
the Jast ruin of Greece has appeared an object 
48 Badeopius, Goth: 1. iv. e. 25. 
-- 48. An‘fgroad of the Huns. is connected, by Precopius, with a 


ae perhaps that of 531 (Persic. |. ii. c. 4). Agathias (1. + 
p. 184, 155.) borrows from his predecessor some early facts. 
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tqo minute for the attention of history. The 
works which the emperor raised for the protec- 
tion, but at the expence of his. subjects; served 
only to disclose the weakness of some neglected 
part; and the walls, which by flattery had been 
deemed impregnable, were either deserted by the 
garrison, or scaled: by the Barbarians. Three 
thousand Selavonians, who ‘insolently divided 


_themselves into two bands, discovered the weak- | 


ness and misery of a triumphant reign. They 
passed the Danube and the Hebrus, vanquished 
the Roman generals who dared to oppose their 
progress, and plundered, with impunity, the cities 
of Illyricum and Thrace, each-of which had arms 
and numbers to overwhelm their contemptible 


assailants. Whatever praise the boldness of the. 


Sclavonians may deserve,.it is sullicd by the 
wanton and: deliberate cruelty which they are 
accused of exercising on their prisoners. With- 
out distinction of rank, or age, or sex, the cap- 
tives were impaled or’ flayed alive, or suspended 
between four -posts, and. beaten with clubs till 
they expired, or inclosed in some spacious build- 
ing, and left to perish in the flames with the spoil 
and cattle which might impede the march of 
these savage victors”. Perhaps a more impartial 
narrative would reduce the number, and qualify 
the nature, of these horrid acts; and they might 
sometimes be excused by the crucl laws of re- 


20 The cruelties of the Sclavonians are related or magnified by 
Procopius (Goth. 1. iii. c. 29. 38.). For their mild and liberal beba- 
viour to their prisoners, we may appeal to the authority, somewhat 
_ More recent, of the emperor Maurice (Stratagem. I. ii. ¢7 5.). 
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taliation. In the siege of Topirus”, whosc ob- 
stinate dcfenee had enraged the Sclavonians, they 
massacred fifteen thousand males; but they spared 
the women and children; the most ‘valuable cap- 
tives were always ecacived: for labour or ransom ; 
the servitude was not rigorous, and the terms of 
their deliverance were speedy and modcrate. But 
the subject, or the historian of Justinian, exhaled 


his just indignation in the language of complaint and. 


reproach ; and Procopius has confidently affirmed, 
that in a reign of thirty-two years, cach annual 
inroad of the Barbarians ‘consunied two hundred 
thousand of the inhabitants’ of the Roman empire. 
The entire population of Turkish Europe, whieh 
nearly corresponds with the provinces of Justinian, 
would perhaps be incapable of supplying six millions 
of persons, the result of this incredible estimate”. 
In the midst of these obscure calamitics, Eu- 
rope felt the shock of a reyolution, which first, 
revealed to the world ‘the dame and nation of the 
Turks. Like ‘Romulus, the. founder of that 


afterwards made him the father ‘of a numerous 
progeny; and the representation ofthat animal in 
the banners of the Turks preserved the memory, 
or rather suggested the idea, of a fable, which 
was invented, without any mutual intercourse, by 


the shepherds of Latium and those of Scythia. 


21 Topirus was situate near Philippi in Thrace, or Macedonia, 
opposite to the tale of Thasos, twelve days journey from Constan- 
tineple (Cellarius, tom. i. p. 676. 840.). 

22 According to the mudlevolent testimony of the Anecdotes 
(c. 18.}, these inreads had reéiared the provinces suuth of the Da- - 
nube to the state of a Scythian wildcrness. 
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‘At the cqual distance of two thousand miles from 
the Caspian, the Icy, the Chinesc, and the Bengal 
seas, a ridge of mountains is conspicuous, the 
centre, and perhaps the summit, of Asia; which, 
in the language of different nations, has been 
styled Imaus, and Caf*, and Altai, and the 
Golden Mountains, and the Girdle pf the Earth. 
The sides of the hills were productive of mincrals; 
and the iron forges”, for the purpose of war, 
“were exercised by the Turks, the most despised 
portion of the slaves of the great khan of the 
Gcougen. But their servitude could only last till 
a leader, bold and eloquent, should arise, to per- 
suade his countrymen that the same arms which 
they forged for thcir masters, might become, in 
their own hands, the instruments of freedom and 
victory. ‘They, sallied from the mountain”; a 


©3 From Caf to Caf; which a more rational geography would 
interpret, from [maus, perhaps, to Mownt Atlas. According to the 
religious philosophy of the Mahometans, the basis of Mount Caf is 
an emerald, whose reflection produces the azure of the sky. The 
mountain Is endowed with a sensitive action in its roots or nerves; 


and their vibration, at the command of God, is the cause of earth - 


quakes (D’Herbelot, p. 230, 231.). 

24 The Sibcrian iron is the best and most plentiful in the world ; 
and in the southern parts, ‘above sixty, mines ate now worked by 
the industry of the Russians (Strahlenberg, Uist. of Siberia, p. 342. 
387. Voyage en Siberie, par PAbbé Chiappe. d’Auteroche, p. (os— 
608. edit. in 12mo0. Amsterdam, 1770... The Turks offered iron 
for sale ; yet the Roman ambassadors, with Strange obstinucy, per- 


sisted in believing that it was all a tri¢k,'and that their country pro- 


duced none (Menander in Excerpt. Leg. p. 152.). 
25 Of Irgana-kon (Abulghazi Khan, Hist. Gencalogique des 


Tatars, P. ii. c. 5. p. 71—77. ¢. 15. p: 155-). The tradition of the, 
Moguls, of the 450 years which they passed in: the mountains, : 


avrees with the Chinese periods of. thé history of the Huns and 
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sceptre was the reward of his advice; and the 
annual ceremony, in which a piece of iron was 
heated in the fire, and the smith’s hammer was suc- 
cessivcly handled by the prince and his nobles, 
recorded for ages the humble profession and ra- 
tional pride of the Turkish nation. Bertezena, 
their first leader, signalized their valour and his 
own in sucecssful combats against the neighbour- 
ing tribes; but when he presumed to ask in mar- 
riage the danghter of the great khan, the insolent’ 
demand of a slave and a mechanic wa¥ contemp- 
tuously rejected. The disgrace was expiated by 
a more noble alliance -with a princess of China ;_ 
and the decisive ‘battle which almost extirpated 
the nation ‘of the Geougen, established in Tartary 
the new and more: ‘powerful empire of the Turks. 
They reigned over the north; but tliey confegsed 
the vanity: of conquest, by ‘their faithful attach- 
ment to the mountain: of their fathers. The 
royal encampment seldom Jost sight of Mount 
Altai, from ‘whence the’ river Irtish descends to 
water the rich pastures of the Calmucks”, which 
nourish the largest sheep. and oxen in the world. 
The: ;soil is fruitful, and ‘the climate mild and 
temperate: thé’ happy’ tegion ‘was ignorant of 
earthquake and ‘péatilence ;. the emperor's throne 
was turned ‘towards the’ enst, and a golden wolf 
on the top ofa spear seemed to guard the entrance 
of his tent. One of the ‘successors of Bertezena 


» 88 Phe- countty of the! ies now of the Calmucks,-is well de- 


scribed i in the Genealogical Zlistory, p. 521—562. The curious 


notes of the French trangfator, are enlarged and digested in the se- 
eond volume of the Hgts Version. 
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was tempted by the luxury and superstition of 
China; but his design. of building cities and tem- 
ples was defeated by the simple wisdom of a Bar- 
barian counsellor. “ The Turks,” he said, “ are 
“not equal in number to one hundredth part of 
. “ the inhabitants of China. If we balance their 
** power, and elude their armies, it is because we 
“wander without any fixed habitations, in the 
“exercise of war and hunting. Are we strong ? 
‘““we advance and conquer: are we fecble? we 
“retire and are concealed. Should the Turks 
“confine themselves within. the walls of cities, 
“the loss of a battle would be the destruction of 
“their empire. The bonzes preach only pa- 
“tience, humility, and: the renunciation of the 
“world. Such, O king! is not the religion of 
“ heroes.” They entertained, with less’ reluct- 
ance, the doctrines of Zoroaster; but the greatest 
part of the nation acquiesced, without inquiry, in 
the opinions, or rather in the practice, of their 
ancestors. The honours of sacrifice were re- 
served for the supreme deity ; they acknowledged, 
in rude hymns, their obligations to the air, the 
fire, the water, and: the earth; and their priests 
derived some profit from the art of divination. 
Their unwritten laws. were ,rigorous and impar- 
tial: theft was punished by a tenfold restitution ; 
adultery, treason, and murder, with death; and 
no chastisement could be inflicted too severe for 
the rare and inexpiable guilt of cowardice. <As 
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cuap. effective armies consisted of four hundred thou: 


XLII. 


sand soldicrs, and in less than fifty years they 
were connected. in peace and war with the Ro- 
mans, the Persians, and the Chinese. In their 
northern limits, some vestige may be discovered 
of the form and ‘situation of Kamtchatka, of a 
people of hunters and fishermen, whose sledges 
were drawn by dogs, and whose habitations were 
buricd in the, earth. The Turks were ignorant 
of astronomy; but the observation taken by some 
Iearncd Chinese, with a gnomon, of eight feet, 
fixes the royal camp in the latitude of forty-nine 
degrees, and marks their extreme progress with- 
in three, or at least ten degrees, of the polar 
circle ”. ‘Among their southern conquests, -the 
most splendid was that of the Nephthalites or white 
Huns, a polite and warlike people, who possessed. 
the commercial cities of Bochara and Samarcand, 
who had vanquished the Persian monarch, and 
carried their victerigus arms along the banks, 
and perhaps to the mouth, of the Indus. On thé 
side of the West, the Turkish cavalry advanced 
tog{he lake Meotis. They passed that lake on 
ghic ice. ‘Lhe khan who dwelt -at the foot of 
Mount Altai, issued his. commands for the siege of 
Bosphorus “, a city, the voluntary subject of Rome, 
and whose princes, had formerly been the friends 


£7 Visdelou, p. 141. 151. The fact, though it strictly belongs 
to a subordinate and successive tribe, may be introduced here. 

28 Procopiya, Persic.,1. i. c. 12. 1. i. c. 3. Peyssonel (Ob- 
servations sur les Peuples Barbares, p. 99, 100.) delines the 
distance between Caffa'and.the old Bosphorus at xvi long Tartar 


leagues. 
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‘Athens®. To the East, the Turks invaded cyap. 
China, 2s often: as the vigour of the government , XL. 
was relaxed: and I am taught to read in the his- 
tory ef the times, that they mowed down their 
patient enemies like hemp or grass; and that the 
mandarins applauded the wisdom of an empcror 
who repulsed these Barbarians with golden lances. 
This extent of savage empire compelled the 
Turkish monarch to establish three subordinate 
‘prinees of his own blood, who soon forgot their 
gratitude and allegianee. The conquerors were 
enervated by Inxury, which is always fatal ex- 
cept to an industrious people; the policy of 
China solicited the vanquished nations to resume 
their independence; and the power of the Turks 
was limited to a period of two hundred years. 
The revival of their name and dominion in the 
southern countries of Asia,‘ are the events of a 
later age; and the dynasties, which succeeded 
to their native realms, may sleep in oblivion ; 
since their history bears no relation to the de- 
cline and fall of the Roman empire ”. 

In the rapid carecr of conquest;'the Turks at- The Avars 


tacked and subdued the nation of the Ogors or We Tks 


' .°" and ap- 
29 See i in a Mews of M. ‘de Boze (Mem. dc Academie des proach the 
Inscriptions, tom. vi. p. 549—5065,),_ the-ancient kings and medals empire. 
of the Cimmetian Bosphorus ; and the gratitude ‘Of Athens, in the 
Oration of Demosthenes against ere (i. ‘Reiske, Orator. 
Grae. tom. i. P- 466, 467.). - 
30 For the origin and revolutions of the first Turkish empire, thie’. 
Chinese details are borrowed fronr,DeGuignes (Itist. des Huns,’ 
tom. i, P. ii, p. 367—462.) and Visdell Bupplement a la Biblid-*" 
théque Orient. d’Herbelot, p..82—k »'- The Greek or Roiian 
hints are gathered in Menander . 108-164.) and Theophylact 
Simocatta (1. vit. ¢. 7, 2-). 
~ VOL. VIL. vu. 
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Varchonites on tlie banks of the river Til, whiclt: 
derived the epithet of black from its dark water 
or gloomy forests“. “The khan. of the Ogors 
was slain with three hundred thousand of his sub- 
jects, and their bodies were scattered over the 
space of four days journey:. their surviving 
countrymen acknowledged the strength and 
mercy of the Turks; and a small portion, about 
twenty thousand warriors, preferred exile to 
servitude. . They followed the well-known. road " 
of the Volga, cherished: the error of the nations 
who confounded them with the Avars, and 
spread the terror of that false though famous ap- 
pellation, which had not, however, saved its law- 
ful' proprietors frorn the: yoke of the ‘Turks a 
After a long and victorious march, the new Avars 
arrived at the foot of Mount Caucasus, in the 
country of the Alani * and Circassians, where they 
first heard of the splendour’ and weakness of the 
Roman empire. They humbly requested their 
confederate, the pritice of the Alani, to lead them to 
this source of riches; and their ambassador, with 


31 The siver Til, or, Tula, accotding to_ the geography of De 
Guignes, (tom, i. parti, p. lviii, and 352.) is a small, though gratc- 
ful, stream of the desert,’ that ‘fhits into the Orhon, Selinga, &v-. 
See Beil,-Jautncy from Pétefsburgh to Pekin (vol. i. p. 124.) ; yet 
his own deseription of the Keat, down which he sailed into the Oby, 
represents the name and attributes of the black river. (p, 139.). 

3¢ Theophylact, 1. dif. c.%4,"8. And yet his truéAvars are in- 
visible even to the eyes of M. de:Guignies; and what can be more 


- illustrious shan the figse?_ The right of the fugitive Ogors to that 


* 


nandes, p. 108" . 

- $9 Fhe jAlant areigtit Siind in the Genealogical History of the 
‘ ayi[lets maps. Thtcy opposed the march, 

of the generals of Zi 


ngis.¥ougd the Caspian sea, and were overs. 
OR PUP Freee ee, mae ; 
thrown ind gfcat bates (Hit. e Genyisean, |. iv.¢..9. p. 447.). 


national appellation is confessed by the ‘Turks themselves (Me- 
P ‘ “UPS ay te . ry i moo ‘ oA 
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the permission of the governor of Lazica, was trans: CiLAP. 
ported by the Euxine sea to Constantinople. *1!) | 
The whole city was poured forth to behold with | 
curiosity:and terror the aspect of a strange people: 

their long hair, which. hung in tresses down their 

backs, was gracefully bound with ribbons, but the 

rest of their habit appeared to imitate the fashion 

of the Huns. When they were admitted to the Their om- 
audience of Justinian, Candish, the first of the am- oe. 
‘bassadors, addressed the Roman emperor in these tinople, 
terms: ‘ You..see before you, O mighty prince, eae 
“the representatives of the strongest and most 

“‘ populous of nations, the invincible, the irre- 

“ sistible Avars. We are willing to devote 
“ourselves to your service: we are able to van- 

“quish and destroy all the enemies who now 
“disturb your repose. But we expect, as .the 

“price of our alliance, as the reward of our 
“valour, precious gifts, annual subsidies, and 

“ fruitful possessions.” At the time.of this em- 

bassy, Justinian had reigned above thirty, he had 

lived above seventy-five years : his mind, as well as 

his body, was feeble and languid; and the con- 

queror of A frica and Italy, careless of the permanent 

interest of his people, aspired only to end his days 

in the bosom even of inglorious peace. Ina studicd 

oration, he imparted to the ‘senate his resolution 

to dissemble the insult, and to purchase the friend- _ 

ship of the Avars;and the whole senate, like the 
mandarins of China, applauded the incomparable | 
wisdom and foresight of their-sovereign. ° ‘The i in- 
struments of luxury were - jmmediataly: ‘prepared 

to captivate the Barbatiaria; silken “ garnieiits, 

soft and splendid bedg,. and chains. and collars 
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incrusted with gold. The ambassadors, content 


ew with such liberal reception, departed from Con- 


stantinople, and Valentin, one of the emperor’s 
guards, was sent with a similar character to their 
camp at the foot of Mount Caucasus. As their 
destruction or their success must be alike advan. 
tageous to the empire, he persuaded them to in- 
vade the enemies of Rome; and they were easily 
tempted, by gifts ‘and promises, to gratify their ° 
ruling inclinations. These fugitives, who fied 
before the Turkish arms, passed the Tanais and 
Borysthenes, and boldly advanced into the heart 


of Poland and Germany, violating the law of 


nations, and abusing the rights of victory. Before 
ten years had elapsed, their camps were seated on 
the Danube and the Elbe, many Bulgarian and 
Sclavonian names were obliterated from the earth, 
and the remainder of their tribes are found, as 
tributaries and vassals, undcr the standard.of tlic 
Avars. The chagan, the peculiar title of their 
king, still affected to cultivate: the friendship of 
the cmperor ; and Justinian entertained some 
thoughts of fixing them in Pannonia, to balance 
the prevailing power of the Lombards. But the 
virtuc or. treachery of an Avar betrayed the secret 
eninity and ambitious designs of their countrymen; 
and they loudly complained of the timid, though 
jealous policy, of detaining their ambassadors, and 
denying the arms which they had beén allowed to 
purchase in Fa ope of - “haan al 7 


‘36 The emtdbies afd first congiests of the Avars may be read in 
pisnandee (Excerpt: ‘Lggat'p. 99) 400, 101. 154, 155. ),T. heophanes 
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Perhaps the apparent change i in the dispositions CuAP. 

of the emperots, may be ascribed ‘to the embassy > 
which was received from the conquerors of the Rebates 
Avars®.. The immense distance which eluded Tite and 
their arms, could not extinguish their resentment: Sona 
the Turkish ambassadors pursued the footsteps of 569—s22. 
the vanquished to the Jaik, the Volga, Mount 
Caucasus, the Euxine, and Constantinople, and at 
length appeared before the successor of Constan- 
‘tine, to request that he would not espouse the 
cause of rebels and fugitives. Even commerce 
had some share in this remarkable negotiation : 
and the Sogdoites, whe were now the tributaries of 
the Turks, embraced the fair occasion of opening, 
by the north of the Caspian, a new road for the 
importation of Chinese silk into the Roman cm- 
pire. ‘The Persian, who preferred the navigation 
of Ceylon, had stopped the caravans of Bochara 
and Samarcand: their silk was contemptuously 
burnt: some Turkish ambassadors died in Persia, 
with a suspicion of poison; and the great khan 
permitted his faithful vassal Maniach, the prince 
of the Sogdoites, to propose, at the Byzantine 
court, a treaty of alliance against their common . 
enemies. Their splendid apparel and rich pre- 
sents, the fruit of Oriental luxury, distinguished 
Maniach and his colleagues, from the rudc 


(p. 196.), the Historia Miscella (1. xvi. p. 109.), and Gregory of Tours 
(L. iv. c. 23. 29. in the Historians of France, tom. ii. p. 214. 217.). 
33 Theophanes (Chron. p. 204.) and the Hist. Miscella (1). xvi- 
p. 110.), as understood by De Guignes (tom. i. p. ii. p. 354.), appear 
to speak of a Turkish embassy to Justinian himself; but that of 
- .Maniach, in the fourthycar of his successor Justin, is positiv cly the 
first that reached'C onstantinople (Menander, p. 108.). 
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CHAP. savages ‘of. the North: their letters, in the Scy- 


XLII. 


thian character and language, announced a people 
who’ had attained the rudiments of science” 

they enumerated the conquests, they offered 
the friendship and military aid of the. Turks; 
and their sincerity was attested by direful im- 
precations (if they were guilty of falsehood) 
against their own. head, and the head of Disabul 
their master. The. Greek prince entertained 
with hospitable regard ‘the ambassadors of a re- 
mote and powerful monarch: the sight of silk- 
worms and looms disappointed thie hopes of the 
Sogdoites; the emperor. renounced, or seemed 


- to renounce, the fugitive Avars, but he accepted 


the alliance of the Turks ;. and the ratification of 
the treaty was carried by a Roman minister to 
the foot of Mount Altai. ‘Under the successors 
of Justinian, the friendship of the two natiozis 
was cultivated by frequent and cordial inter- 
course; the most’ favoured vassals were permitted 
to imitate the example of the great khan, and 
one hundred and ‘six . Turks, who, on various 
occasions, had “visited Constantinople, departed 
at the same, time for their native country. The 
duration, nd Jength of the journey ‘from the 
Byzantine: court to “Mount Altai are not specified : 


At. ght, have ‘been - difficult to ° ‘inatk “a road 


“sh The Russie have found characters, rade hieroglyphics, on the 


-Urtish and hing én medals, tombs, idols, ‘Yocks, obelisks, Se. 
, (Strablenherg, ist. ee Siberia, p. 324. $46. 406. 429.)." Dr. Hyde 


(de: Religions Ve iii Persarurn, | Dp. 521, Sie.) has given two alpha- 
belé of Thibet antl aotihe Eygours.. Lthavedgng harboured-a suspi- 


-eion that all-the Scyghian, and. roe Be ps iruch, of of the Jadian 
a! 


science, was derived from ‘the Greeks Baciriana. 
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‘through the nameless deserts, the mountains, cnap. 
XL. 


rivers, and morasses of Tartary; but a curious 
account has been preserved of the reception of 
the Roman ambassadors at the royal camp. After 
they had been purified with fire and incense, 
according to a rite still practised’ under the sons 
of Zingis, they were introduced to the presence of 
Disabul. In a valley of the Golden Mountain, 
they found the great khan in his tent, seated in 
a chair with wheels, to which an horse might be 
occasionally harnessed. As soon as they had 
delivered their presents, which were reccived by 
the proper officers, they exposed, in a florid 
oration, the wishes of the Roman emperor, that 
victory might attend the arms of the Turks, that 
their reign tight be long and prosperous, and 
that a strict alliance, without envy or dcceit, 
might for ever be maintained hetween the two 
most powerful nations of the earth. The answer 
of Disabul corresponded with these friendly pro- 
 fessions, and the ambassadors were seated by hia 
side, at a banquet which lasted the greatest part 
of the day: the tent was surrounded with silk 
hangings, and a Tartar liquor was served on the 
table, which possessed atleast the intoxicating 
qualities ef wine. The entertaifinent ‘of the 
succeeding day wag more ‘sumptuous’ ‘the. silk 
hangings of the sccond tént weré ‘embroidered 
in various figures; and.the -royal .seat,. the cups, 
and the vases, were’of'gold. A third pavilion 
was supported by. ‘columns of gilt wood; a bed 


of pure and’ massy: gold was raised on four pea- 


bocks of the ‘sariie’: metal: and before the en- 
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trance of the tent, dishes, hasens; and statues of 
solid silver, and admirable art, were ostentatiously 
piled in waggons, the monuments ef valour rather 
than of industry. When Disabul-led his armies 
against. the frontiers of Persia, his Reman allies 
followed many days the march of the Turkish 


camp, nor were they dismissed till they had en- 


joyed their precedency over the envoy of the 
great king, whose loud and intemperate clamours 
interrupted the silence of the royal banquct. 
The power and ambition. of Chosroes cemented 
the union of the Turks and Romans, who touched 
his dominions on either side: but those distant 
nations, regardless of each other, consulted the 
dictates of interest, without rccollecting the 
obligations of oaths and treaties, - While the suc- 
cessor of Disabul eclebrated his father’s obsequics, 
he was saluted by the.ambassadors of the emperor 
Tiberius, who proposed an imvasion of Persia, and 


sustained, with firmness, the angry, and perhaps 


the just, reproaches of that haughty Barbarian. 
“You see my ten fingers,” said: the great khan, 
and he applied them to his mouth. “ You 
« Romans. speak with as many tongues, but 
“they are tongucs of deceit. and perjury. To 
“ me JOM: Apold one language, to my subjects 
. another: s,and the nations are successively de- 
= luded by. your perfidious eloquence. You pre- 
“ ci pitage our, allies. into war and danger, you 
“enjoy their, ‘labours, and. ,you negléct your 


benefactors. Hasten your return, inform your 


“master that a sTurk is ‘incapable of utter- 
“ing or forgiving” falsehood, and. he shall. 
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“ speedily meet the punishment which he de- 
“serves. While he solicits my friendship with 
“ flattering and hollow words, he is sunk to a con- 
- “ federate of my fugitive Varchonites. If I con- 
“ descend to march against those contemptible 
“ slaves, they will tremble at the sound of our 
“ whips; they will be trampled, like a nest of 
“ ants, under the fect of my innumerable ca- 
“ valry. Tam not ignorant of the road which they 
““ have followed to invade your empire; nor can 
“ I be deceived by the vain pretence, that Mount 
“ Caucasus’ is the impregnable barrier of the Ro- 
“ mans. I know the course of the Niester, the 
** Danube, and the Hebrus: the most warlike 
“ nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks; 
“and from the rising to the sctting sun, the 
“ earth is my inheritance.” Notwithstanding 
this menace, a sense of mutual advantage soon 
renewed the alliance of the Turks and Romans: 
but the pride of the great khan survived his re- 
sentment; and when he-announced an important 
conquest to his friend the emperor Maurice, he 
styled himself the master of the seven races, and 
the lord of the seven climates of the world”. 


reigns of Asia, for the title of king of the world ; 
while the contest has proved that it could not 
belong ‘to either of the competitors.. The king- 
dom of t¥e Turks was bounded by the Oxus or 
Gihon ; ‘and Touran was séparated by that great 


37 All the details of, hese Tarkish and Roman embassies, so cu- 
rious in the history of human manners, are diawn from the Extracts 
_ of Menander (p. 106—1 10. 151—-154. 161—164.), in which we 
oficn-regret the want of order and connection. 
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Disputes have often arisen between the sove- Sale of 


Persia, 


500—530. 
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‘cHap. Tiver from the rival monarchy of Iran, or Persia, 


XU. 


which in a smaller compass contained perhaps a 
larger measure of power and population. The 


Persians, who alternately invaded: and repulsed 


the Turks and the Romans, were still ruled by 
the house of Sassan, which ascended the throne 
three huridred years before the accession of Jus- 
tinian. His contemporary, Cabades, or Kobad, 
had -been’ successful im ,war against the emperor — 
Anastasius; but the reign of that prince was dis- 
tracted by civil and religious troubles. A pri- 
soncr in the hands of his subjects; an exile among 
the enemies of Persia; he recovered his liberty 
by prostituting the honour of his wife, and re- 
gained -his kingdom with the dangerous and 
mercenary aid of the Barbarians, who, had slain 
his father. - His nobles. were suspicious that 
Kobad never forgave the' authors of his expul- 
sion, or even those of his restoration. The 


‘people was deluded and.’inflamed by the fana- 


ticism of Mase who-asserted the community 
of women”, and the equality of mankind, whilst 
he appropriated ‘the richest. lands and most, beau- 
tiful: females to ‘the: use<of his sectaries. The 
view of these. disordérs, which had been fomented 
by ‘his “laws ‘and examyile “se! efabittered the de- 


: 38 See Dytferbelot (Bibliot. Orient. p, 568. 929.) ; Hyde (de Re- 
ligione Viet.. Persarum,. c, 21. p...290, 291: + Pogoek (Specimen 
Hist. Arab. py.70,.71-); Eutychius (Annal. tom. ii. hy 176.) 5 Tex- 
eiva (in Stevens, Hist. of Persia, & i, c. 34.). ., 

. §9Phe fame of the new law for,the. community or women was 
soon: propagated in Syria (Asseman. Bibliot, Orient. tom. iil. p- 402.) | 
and Greece (Procop. Persic. 1. i.c..5.)0 272 

4 He offered his own wife and sister, “io ilie rophet ; but the 
prayers of Nushirvan saved his mother, and, the. todignant monarch. 
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clining age ofthe Persian monarch ; ‘and his fears 
_ ‘were increased: by the consciousness‘of his design 
‘to‘reverse the natural and customary order of: suc- 
‘cession, in favour of his third and most favoured 
son, 86 famous under the name of Chosrocs and 
Nushirvan.‘: To render the youth more illustri- 
ous in the eyes of the nations, Kobad was de- 
sirous that he should be adopted by.the emperor 
Justin: the hope of peace inclined the Byzantine 
court to accept this singular proposal; and Chos- 
roes might have acquired a specious claim to 
the inheritance of his Roman parent. But the 
future mischief. was diverted by the advice of 
the questoer Proclus: 2a difficulty was started, 
whether the adoption should be performed as a 
civil or military rite“; the. treaty was abruptly 
dissolved; and the sense of .this indignity sunk 
deep into the mind ‘of Chosroes, who had already 
advanced to the Tigris en his road to Constan- 
tinople. His father::did not long, survive the 
disappointment of bis wishes: the. testament. of 
their-deceased sovereign was read in the-assembly 
of the nobles; and a powerful;fastion, preparcd 
for the event, and regardless. of ‘the. priority of 
age, exalted Chosroes to the: throne of Persia. 
He filled that ‘throne. during a prosperous period 


never forgave the humiliation to which his filial piety tiad stooped : 
pedes tuos. deosculatus (said he to Mazdak), cujus fostor adhuc 
nares occupat (Poééck, Specimen Hist: Arab. p.71,). © ~ 

' 41 Procopius, Persic.1.i.c. 11. Was not Proclus over-wise.! Was 
not the danger Imaginary ?——The excise, at least, ‘was injurings to 
a natidn not ignorant of letters : ypeupace of BapSares Teug wesdag 
sroourres gAX* thon xevn. Whether any mode of ‘adoption was prac- 

‘tised in Persia, I much doubt... ~~ | a‘ —— 
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of forty-cight years”; and the ‘Justice of Nu: 
shirvan is salebeatad as the theme of immortal 


: praise by the nations of thé East. 


‘But the justice of kings is understood by them- 
selves, and even by their subjects; with an ample 
indulgence for the gratification of passion and in- 
terest. The virtue of Chosroes was that of a 
conqueror, who, in the «measures' of peace and 
war, is excited by ambition, and restrained by 
prudence; who confounds the greatness with the’ 
happincss of a nation, and calmly devotes the 
lives of thousands to the: fame, or even the amusc- 
ment, of a single man.’ In’ his domestic admini- 
stration, the just Nusliirvan would merit in our 
feelings the’ appellation of a tyrant. His two 
elder brothers had ‘been’ deprived of their fair 
expectations of the: diadem: their future life, 
between the supreme rank ‘and the condition of 
subjects, was anxious to themselves and formi- 
dable to their master: fear as well as revenge 
might tempt them to rebel; the slightest evi- 
dence of a conspiracy satisfied the author of their 
wrongs; and the repose of Chosroes was sccured 
by the death of these’ unhappy princes, with thcir 
families and adherents. One guiltless youth was 
saved and disinissed’ by the compassion of a ve- 

2 From Procopins ne Agathige, Pagi hoa ii, p. 543. 626.) has 
proved that CHoarées Nushirvan ‘ascended the throne jn the fifth 
year-of Justhiian (A, D. 531, April 1.—A. 1D. 539, Apil1.). ‘But 
the. true chrayolegy,. Mihich - harmonizes with the. Greeks ‘and 
Orientals, is ascertained hy Jolin Malala (tom. ii. 211.). Cabades, 
or Kobad, after a reign of forty-three years: and two months, 
sic ‘Rened the ath, and died the 13th of September, A. ‘DP. 531, aged 
eighty-two years. According to: the. annals of: ‘Eutychjas; Nushir- . 


van. reigned forty-Seven years and six “months ; a and his death must - 
pousenuenty De placed in Mi arch, A.D. 579. 4° « 
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teran general; and this act of humanity, which cHap. 


was revealed by his son, overbalanced the merit 
of reducing: twelve nations to the obedience of 
Persia. The zeal and prudence of Mebodes 
had fixed the diadem on the hcad of Chosroes 
himself; but he delayed to attend the royal suin- 
mous, till he had performed the duties of a mili- 
tary review: he was instantly commanded to re- 
pair to the iron tripod, which stood before the 
gate of the palace “, where it was death to relieve 
or approach the victim; and Mcbodes languished 
several days before his scntence was pronounced, 
by the inflexible pride and calm ingratitude of 
the son of Kobad. But the pcople, more cspe- 
cially in the East, is disposed to forgive, and even 
to applaud, the ¢ruclty which strikes at the loftiest 
heads; at the slaves of ambition, whose voluntary 
choice has exposed them,to live in the smiles, 
and to perish by the frown of a capricious mo- 
narch. In the exccution of the laws which he had 
no temptation to violate; in the punishment of 
crimes which attacked his own dignity, as wel] as 
the happiness of individuals; Nushirvan, or Chos- 
roes, deserved the appellation of just. His. go- 
vernment was firm, rigorous, and impartial. It 
was the first labour of his reign.to abolish the dan- 
gcrous theory of common or equal possesstons: the 
lands and women which the sectaries of Mazdak 
had usurped, were restored to their lawful 


owners; and the temperate..chastisement of the | 


43 Procopius, Persic. J. i. ¢. 23. Brisson de Regn. Pers, p, ‘AOA. 
The vate of the palace of Tspahan is, or was, the fata) scene of dis- 
- grace or death (Chardin, Voyage en Perse, tom. iv. p. 312, 313.). 
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cHap. fanatics or impostors confirmed the domestic rights 


XLIf. 


of society. Instead of listening with blind confi- 
‘dence to a favourite minister, he established four 
viziers over the four great provinces of his em- 
pire, Assyria, Media, Persia, and Bactriana.. In 
the choice of judges, - prefects, and counsellors, 
he strove to remove the mask which is always 
worn in the presence of kings: he wished to sub- 
stitute the natural order of talents for the acci- 
dental distinctions of birth and fortune; he pro-: 
fessed, in specious language, ° his intention to 
prefer those men who .carried the poor in their 
bosoms, and to banish corruption from the scat of 
justice, as dogs were excluded from the temples 


of the Magi. ‘Tlie code of laws of the first Ar- 
 taxerxes was revived and published as the rule of 


the, magistrates ; but the assurance of. speedy pu- 
nishment was the ‘best security of their virtuc. 
Their behaviour. was inspected _ by a thousand 
eyes, their words’ were overheard by a thousand 
ears, the secret or public agents of the throne; 
and the provinces, from the Indian to the Ara- 
bian confines, were enlightened by the frequent 
visits of a sovereign, who affected to emulate his 
celestial brother in his rapid and salutary career. 
Education ‘and agriculture he viewed as the two 
objegts most. deserving of his care. In every city 
of Persia, . orphans, and the children of the poor, 
waits tauititained aud instructed at the public eX- 


pence; the daughters were. given in marriage to 
' thé -fichest citizens ‘of: their: own rank,’ and. the 
- sorts,” acgoriling to their different talents, were 
employed in mechanic . trades,.or .promoted to. 


more honourable service. The deserted villages 
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were relicved by his bounty; to the peasants and 
farmers who were found incapable of cultivating 
their lands, he distributed cattle, seed, and the 
instruments of husbandry ; and the rare and inesti- 
mable treasure of fresh water was parsimoniously 
managed, and skilfully dispersed over the arid 
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territory of Persia”. The prosperity of that 


kingdom was the effect and the evidence of his 


virtues : his vices are those of Oriental despotism : 
but in ‘the long competition between Chosroes 
and Justinian, the advantage both of merit. and 
fortune is almost always on the side of the Bar- 
barian “, | 

To the praise of justice Nushirvan united the 
reputation of knowledge ; ‘and the seven Greck 
philosophers, who visited his court, were invited 
and deccived ‘by the strange assuranée, that a dis- 
ciple of Plato was seated on the Persian throne. 


Did they expect that ‘a prince, strenuously exer- 


cised in the toils of war and governinent, should 
agitate, with dexterity like their own, the ab- 
strusc and profound questiotis which amused the 
leisure of the schools of Athens? Could they hope 


#4 In Persia, the prince of the waters is an officer of state. - The 
number of wells and subterraneous channels is mach diminished, 7 


and with it the fertility of the soil: 400 wells have been recently Tost 


His lon eof 


learning. 


near*Fauris, and 42,000 were once reckoned ih the provinee of Kho- ° 


rasan (Chasdin, tom. iti., p- 99, 100. “Tavernier, tom. i. pi 416.). 


( #6 The character, and government of .Nushirvan is represented, 


sometimes in the words of D’Herbelot (Bibliot. Oriente p. G80, Ke. 


from Khontienti?),’ Eutychiue (Adnal. téin. tf p:'179, 180-—very | 
rich), Abulpharagius (Dynast. vii. p94, Q5.—very poor}, Farikh . - 


Schikard (p. 144-~150.), Texeita (in Stevens, |. i. ¢. 35.), Agseman 
(Bibliot. Ofient. tom. iii. p. 404—410.), and the Abbé Fourmout 


Hist. the PA gd. des Inscriptions, toin. vii. p. 325—334.), who has © 


translated @ spurious or genuige testament of Nushirvan. 
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that the precepts of philosophy should direct the 
life, and control the passions, of a despot, whose 
infancy had been taught to cotisider his absolute 
and fluctuating will as the only rule of moral: ob- 
ligation“? The studies of Chosroes were osten- 
tatious and superficial : but his example awakened 
the curiosity of an ingenious people, and the light 
of science was diffused over the dominions of 
Persia”. At Gondi Sapor,. in the. neighbour- — 
hood of the royal city of Susa, an academy of phy- 
sic was founded, which: insensibly became a li- 
beral school of poetry, philosophy, and thetoric®. 

The ennals of the monarchy“ were composed ; 


‘and while recent and authentic history might 


afford some useful lessons both to the prince and 


people, the darkness of the first ages was embcl- 


lished by the’ ptants, the dragons, and the fabu- 
lows lieeoes of Oriental rémance™. Every learned 


ex ihoiieand” years, before his birth, the judges of Persia had 
given % soledan. Cpinton—rp BuciAeverrs Tleprawv eeives worse Te. av 
Bevanras (Heredet-4.i iti. ©. 31. p.910..edit. Wesseling.). Nor had this 
constitutional maxim been negiccted as an uselcss and barren theory. 

"aT On the Tit iterary state of Persia, the Greek versions, philosophers, 
sophists, the learning or ignorance of Choeroes, Aguthias (1. ii. c. 
66—71.) displays muck information | and strong prejudices. 

48 Asseman. Bibliot. Orient. tom. iv. p. DOCKLV. Vi. vii. 

«9 The Shah Naich, or Book of Kings, i is perhaps the original 
record of histéry which was translated intg' Greek, by the interpre- 
ter Serpius ‘(Agathiaw; Lv. p. 141.), preserved : after the Mahometan 
conquest, and versified in the year 094, by. ‘the national poet Fer- 
doussi. See D’Anquetil (Mem. de }’Acadentie, tom. xxxi. p. 379. s 
and Sir Wiliam Jones (Hist. of Nader Shab, p. 161. }.. 

5 In the fifth gentary, the Rame ay Restom’ or Rostam, 
an ‘Hero ‘who ‘equalled’ the “strength: “of tivelye elephants, 
was familar to the Armenians (Moses . Chorenensis, Hist. 
Armen, “1. ii. ¢...7. p. 96. edit. W histon.). In the beginning 
of the seventh, the Persian Romance of Rostam, and Isfendiar 
was oe ad, at Mecca (Sale’s Kotan, Cc. xa Pp: 335.)- 
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or confident stranger was enriched by the bounty, 
and flattered by the conversation, of the monatch : 
he nobly rewarded’ a Greek physician”, by the 
deliverance of three thousand captives; and the 
sophists, who contended for his favour, were exas- 
perated by the wealth and insolence of Uranius, 
their more successful rival. Nushirvan believed, 
or at least respected, the religion of the Magi; and 
some traccs of persecution may be discovered in 
‘his reign™. Yet he allowed himself freely to com- 
pare the tenets of the various sects; ‘and the thco- 
logical disputes, in which he frequently presided, 
diminished the authority of the pricst, and en- 
lightened the minds of the people. At his com- 
mand, the most celebrated writers of Greece and 
India were translated into the Persian language ; 
a smooth and elegant idiom, recommended by 
Mahomet to the use of paradise : though it is 
branded with the epithets of savage and unmusical, 
by the ignorance and presumption of Agathias™. 
Yet the Greek historian might reasonably wonder, 
that it should be found possible to execute an 


Yet this exposition of Judicram nove historiz, is not given by 
Maracci (Refutat. Alcoran. p- 544—548.). 

51 Procop. (Goth. l. iv. c. 10.). Kobad had a favourite Greek phy- 
sician, Stephen of Edessa (Persic. I. ii. c. 26.). The practice was 
ancient; and Herodotus relates the adventures of Democedes of 
Crotona (1. iii. c. 125—137.). : 

% See Pagi, tom. ii. p. 626. In one of the tteaties an honourable 
article wag inserted for the toleration and burial of the Catholics 
(Menander, in Excerpt. Legat. p. 142.). Nushizad, a son of Nushir- 
van, was a Christian, arebel, and—a martyr? (D’Herbelot, p. 681.). 


°8 On the Persian language, and its three dialects, consult D’An-” 


quetil (p. 339—343.) and Jones (p. 153-185.) : aypig rom yrwrhy mas 

sawovrary, is the character which Agathias (1. ii. p, 66.) ascribes 

to an idiom renowned in the East for poctical softness. ae 
VOL. VII. x ae 
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entire version of Plato and Aristotle in a foreign 
dialect, which had not been framed to express the 
spirit of freedom and the subtleties of philosophic 
disquisition. And, if the reason of the Stagyrite ~ 
might be equally dark, or equally intelligible in 
every tongue, the dramatic art and verbal argu- 
mentation of the disciple of Socrates”, appear to 
be indissolubly mingled with the grace and per- 
fection of his Attic style. In the scarch of. uni- 
versal knowledge, Nushirvan was informed, that 
the moral and political fables of Pilpay, an ancient 
Brachman, were preserved with jealous revercnce 
among the treasures of the kings of India. ‘The 
physician Pcrozes was sccretly dispatched to the 
banks of the Ganges, with instructions to procure, 
at any price, the communication of this valuable 
work. His dexterity obtained a transcript, his 
learned diligence accomplished the translation ; and 
the fables of Pilpay” were read and admired in 
the assembly of Nushirvan and his nobles. The 
Indian original, and the Persian copy, have long 
since disappeared: but this venerable monument 
has been saved by the curiosity of the Arabian 


‘54 Agathias specifics the Gorgias, Phedon, Parmenides, and Ti- 
mus. Renaudoé (Fabricius, Bibliot. Grac. tom. xii. p. 246— 
261.) does not mention this Barbaric version of Aristotle. 

53 Of these fables, I have seen three copies in three different 
languages : 1. In Greek, translated by Simeon Seth (A.D. 1100.) 
from the Arabic, and published by Starck at Berlin ‘ip 1697, in 


. 12mo. 2. In Latin, a version from the Greek, Sapientia Indorum, 


inserted by Pere Poiissin at the end of his edition of Pachymer 

(p..547—620. edit. Roman.), 3. In French, from the Turkish, de- 

dicated, in 1540, to sultan Soliman. Contes et Fables Indiennes 
de Bidpei et de Lokman, par M. M. Galignd et Cardonne, Paris, 
4778. 3'volé. in 1gmo. Mr. Warton (History of English Poetry, 
vol. i. p; 1290131, ) pakes a larger core 
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caliphs, revived in the modern Persic, the Turkish, CHAP. 

the Syriac, the’ Hebrew, and the Greek idioms, es ya 
_and transfused through successive versions into the 
modern languages of Europe. In their present 

form, the peculiar character, the manners and re- 
-ligion of the Hindoos, are conipletely obliterated ; 

and the intrinsic merit of the’ fables of Pilpay is 

far inferior to the concise elegance of Pheedrus, and 

‘the native graces of La Fontaine. Fifteen -noral 

and political sentences are illustrated in a series of 
apologues: but the composition is intricate, the 
narrative prolix, and the precept obvious and barren. 

Yet the Brachman may assume the merit of in- 
venting a pleasing fiction, which adorns the naked- 

ness of truth, and alleviates, perhaps, to a royal 

ear, the harshness of instruction. With a similar 
design, to admonish kings that they are strong only 

in the strength of their subjects, the same Indians _ 
invented the game of chess, which was likewise in- 
troduced into Persia under the reign of Nushirvan™. 

The son of Kobad found his kingdom involved Peace and . 
in a war with the successor of Constantine; and a 
the anxiety of his domestic situation inclined mans, 

. Ss ° -D. 533 
him to grant the suspension of arms, which Jus- —539, 
tinian was impatient to purchase. Chosroes saw 
the Roman ambassadors at his feet.. He accepted 
eleven thousand pounds of gold, as the price of 
an endless or indefinite peace” ; some mutual ex- 
changes were regulated ; the Persian assumed the 


‘ . 
1 


tom. li. p. 61—69.). . 
or The endless peace (Procapius, Persie. Li.c.21.) wakconcluded 
Oy rated in pyeaith year, and iid consulship 04 wstiplan (A.D. 533, 


56 See the Historia Shahiludii of Dr. Hyde (Syntagm. Dissertat. 
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ints; ity his Chronicle, uses the style of Medes and Pe 
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guard of the gates of Caucasus, and the de-. 
molition of Dara was suspended,’ on condition 
that it should never be made the residence of the 
general of the East. This interval of repose had 
been solicited, and was diligently improved by the 
ambition of the emperor: his African conquests 
were the first ‘fruits of the Persian treaty; and the 
avarice of Chosroes was soothed by a large portion 
of the spoils of Carthage; which his ambassadors 
required in a tone of pleasantry, and under the 
colour of friendship™. But the trophies of Beli- 
sarius disturbed the slumbers of the great king ; 
and he heayd with astonishment, envy, and fear, 
that Sicily, Italy, _and Rome itself, had been re- 
duced, in three rapid campaigns, to the obedience 
of Justinian. Unpractised in the art of violating 
treaties, he secretly excited his bold and gubtle 


vassal Almondar. That prince of the Saracens, 


who resided at Hira”, had not been included in 
the. general peace, and still waged an obscure war 
against his rival Arethas,, the chief of the tribe of 
Gassan, and confederate of the empire. The sub- 
jéct of theix dispute was an extensive sheep-walk in 
the desert to the sguth of Palmyra. An immemo- 
rial tribute for the lieence of pasture, appeared to 


between January 1, and April 1. Pagi, tom. ii. p.. 50.). Marcel- 
rsians. |. 

}sPi6obpius, Persic. 1.3. c. 26. - ° 7 
% Aimondar, king of Hira, was deposed by Kobad; and restored 
by’ Nushirvan. His mother, from her beauty, was surnamed 
Celestial Watcr, an appellation which became hereditary, and was 
extended for,a more noble cause (liberality in famine) tothe Arab 


‘ , Princes of Syria (Pocock, Specimen Hist. Agab. p. 69, 70.). 
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‘attest the rights of Almondar, while the Gassanite 
appealed to the Latin name of strata, a paved 
round, as an unquestionable evidence of ‘the sove- 
reienty and labours of the Romans™. The two 
monarchs supported the cause of their respective 
vassals ; and the Persian Arab, without expecting 
the event of a slow and doubtful arbitration, en- 
riched his flying camp with the spoil and captives 
of Syria. Instead of repelling the arms, Jusvinian 
attempted to seduce the fidelity, of ,Almondar, 
while he called from the extremities of the carth 
the nations of Athiopia and Scythia to invade the 
dominions of his rival. But the aid of such allies 
was distant and precarious, and the discovery of 
this hostile correspondence justified the complaints 
of the Goths and Armenians, wlio implored, almost 
at the same time, the profection of Chosroes. 
‘The descendants of Arsaces, who were still nu- 
merous in Armenia, had been provoked to assert 
the last relies of national freedom and hereditary 


rank: and the ambassadors of | Vitiges had sectetly” 


traversed the empire to expose the instant, and 
almost inevitable, danger of the kingdom of Italy. 
Their representations were uniform, weighty, and 
effectual. .“ We stand ‘before your throne, the 
** advocates of your interest as well as of our own. 
‘The ambitious and faithless ‘Justinian aspires to 
* be the sole master of the world. Since the end- 


4 


co Procopius, Persic. 1. ii. c. 1." We are ignorant of the origin 
and object of this strata, a paved road of ten days journey from 
Auranitis to Babylonia.. (See a Latin note in Delisle’s Map Imp, 
Orient.) Wesseling and D’Anville are silent. 
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“less peace, which betrayed the common freedon 
‘“‘ of mankind, that prince, your. ally in words, 
“your enemy in actions, has alike insulted his 
“friends and foes, and has filled the earth with 
“ blood and confusion. Has he not violated the 
‘privileges of Armenia, the independence of 
“ Colchos, and the wild liberty of the Tzanian 


© mountains? Has he not usurped, with cqual 


“ avidity, the city of Bosphorus on the frozen 
“ Mzotis, and the vale of palm-trees on the shores 
“of the Red Sea? The Moors, the Vandals, the 
“ Goths, have been successively oppressed, and 


', “each nation has calmly remained the spectator 


‘of their neighbour’s ruin. Embrace, O king! 
“the favourable moment ;. the East is left with- 
“ out defence, while the armies of Justinian and 
“ his renowned general are detained in the distant 
“ regions. of the West. If you hesitate and de- 
“ Jay, Belisatius and his victorious troops will soon 
* return from the T'yber to the Tigris, and Persia 
“ may enjoy the wretched consolation of being the 
“last devoured”.” By such arguments, Chos- 
roes was easily persuaded to imitate the example 
which he condemned: but the Persian, ambi- 
tious of military fame, ‘disdained the inactive 


warfare of a rival,:who issued his sanguinary 
‘commands from the secure station of the Byzan- 


tine palace. 


Se | have blended, in a short speech, the two orations of the 
Arsacides of Armenia and the Gothic ambassadors. Procopius, in 
his public history, feels, and makes us feel, that Justinian was the 


__ true author of the war (Persic. 1. ii. c. 2, 3.). 
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Whatever might be the provocations of Chos- CHAP. 
roes, he abused the confidence of treaties; and ene 
the just reproaches of dissimulation and falsehood ry invades 
could. only be concealed by the lustre of his « 1)’ 540; 
victories”. The Persian army, which had been 
assembled in the plains of Babylon, prudently 
declined the strong cities ‘of Mesopotamia, and 
followed the western bank of the Euphrates, till 
the small though populous town of Dura presumed 
to arrest the progress of the great king. ‘The gates 
of Dura, by treachery and surprise, were burst 
open; and as soon as Chosroes had stained his 
scymiter with the blood of the inhabitants, he © 
dismissed the ambassador of Justinian to inform 
his master in what place he had left the enemy of 
the Romans. The conqueror still affected the 
praise of humanity and justice; and as he belicld 
a noble matron with her infant rudely dragged 
along the ground, he sighed, he wept, and im- 
plored the divine justice to punish the author of 
these calamities, Yet the herd of twelve thousand 
captives was ransomed for two hundred pounds of 
‘gold; the neighbouring bishop of Sergiopolis pledged 
-his faith for the payment ; and in the subscqucnt . 
year the unfeelitig avarice of Chosroes exacted the 
‘penalty of an obligation which it was generous to 


_ 62 The invasion of Syria, the ruin of Antioch, &c. are related in 
a full and regular series by Procopius (Persic. |. ii. c. 5——14.). Small 
collateral aid can be drawn from the Orientals: yet not they, but 
D’Terbelot himself (p. 680.) should blush, when he blames them 
for making Justinian and Nushirvan contemporarics. On the geo- 
graphy of the seat of war, DAnville rev phrats et le Tigte) i is 

_ Sufficient and ad satisfactory, * 
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CHAP. contract and impossible to discharge. He ad- 
_ Zit, vanced into the heart of Syria; buta feeble enemy, 
who vanished at his approach, disappointed: him 
of the honour of victory ; and as he could not hope 
to establish his dominjon, the Persian king ‘dis. 
played in this inroad the mean and rapacious. vices: 
of a robber. Hierapolis,-Berrhea: or: Aleppo, 
Apamea and Chalcis, were successively besieged : 
they redeemed their safety by a ransom of gold or 
silver, proportioned to their respective strength 
and opulence ;' and ‘their new master enforced, 
without observing, : the terms of. capitulation. 
Educated in the religion of the Magi, he exercised, 
without remorse, the lucrative trade of sacrilege ; : 
and, after stripping of its gold and gems a piece 
of the true. cross, he generously: restored the - 
naked relic to , the; devotion of: the Christians 
‘andruins Of Apamea.....No imiere than -fourteen years had. 
Antioch. elapsed. ‘since. Antiogh- was ruined. by..an_ earth. 
quake} but thi queen. of the. East, the new 
‘Theopolis, hag :been: raised’. froni:.the ground by 
the. liberality, oF: Justinian; and: the- increasing 
grogemess : of, the! buildings’ and. the-people already 
erased the: momory:.of this;xepent-alizaster..:. Onx 
one: site, the city’ wase-defendéd bythe mountain, 
on the'ether by the’ dives: Orentes ; ‘but theimacst: 
aenessible . part: wes’ " eommandad by a superior; 
eminenge: the proper: ‘remedies. were “rejected,e 
from the despicable fcar of discovering itgyweak- 
ness tathe enemy; and Germanus,..the emperor's’ 
nephew, refused to trust. his: ‘persoti and dignity 
within the walls .of. a besieged city. The people’. . 
of Antioch’ had itberited: she vain and-satirical © 
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géwius of their*anccstors: they’: were elated by CHAP. 


sudden: reinforcement of: six thousand ‘soldiers; 
they disdained: the offers of an easy capitulation; 
and their intemperate: clamours insulted from ‘the. 
ramparts the: majesty:of ‘the ‘great king. Under’ 
his eye the Persian’ tiyriads ‘mounted with sca" 
| ling-ladders ‘to the. aasandt{ the Roman merce: 
naries fled through the opposite gate’ of Daphne; 
and the generous: assistatice-of the ‘youth of An- 


tioch served ‘only to aggravate: ‘the * miseries-of 


their country.::As Chosroe:; attended by. the’ 
ambassadors, of Justinian, ‘was ‘descending from 
the mountain, he’ .affeeted,:in’'a plaintive voice, 
to deplore the obstinacy and ruin’ of that un- 


happy people; but the. slaughter still raged “with” 


unrelenting fury; andthe ity, at the ‘command 
of a Barbarian, was delivered to the flames: ‘The 


cathedral of Antioch was indeed preser¥ed by ‘the : 


avarice, ‘not. the. piety, of thecpnqueror: a more 
honourable exemption was ‘grastedi'to the church 
of St. Julian, ‘and : the ‘quarter: ofthe town where: 
the ambassadors resided; sonie distant streets'weré: 
saved »by:the shiftingrof the -withdpand°the. walls. 


still subsisted to' pretect, and Roon'te: betray, thobe? 


XL: 


new," inkabitents.) ‘Wansticios had A@éfaceili? the? 
ornaments of Dapline,’but’@hddroes taéwthed a° 


purer-.ait amidst: her groves aid fountaine's: and’ 
some idolaters an“his-‘train ‘might satrifice with” 


impunity to the nyrhphs of that' elegant retreat. 


Kighteen’ miles.: below Antioch, the river‘ Ordntes'. 


falls intp the Mediterranean. ‘The haughty’ Per" 
sian visited the term -of his conquests: and, wftér 
bathing. alone i im-the sea, he offered a solemn seer 
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cuapP. . fice of thanksgiving to the sun, or rather to the 


XLII. 


Creator of the sun, whom the Magi adored. If 


. this act of superstition offended the prejudices of 


the Syrians, they were pleased by the courteous 
and even eager attention with which he assisted — 
at the games of the circus; and as Chosroes had 
heard that the b/ue faction was espoused by the 
emperor, his peremptory command sccured the 


victory of the green chariotcer. From the disci- 


pline of his camp the people derived more solid 
consolation; and they interceded in vain for the 
life of a soldier who had too faithfully copied the 
rapine of the just’ Nushirvan. At length, fa- 
tigued, though unsatiated, with the spoil of Syria, 
he slowly moved to the. Euphrates, formed a 
temporary bridge in the neighbourhood of Bar- 
balissus, and defined the space of three days for 
the entire passage. .of his numerous host. After 
his return, he, founded, at the distance of onc 
day’ s journey from the palace of Ctesiphon, a new 
city, which perpetuated the joint names of Chos- 
roes and of. Antioch. The Syrian captives recog- 
nised the form and-situation of their native abodes: 

baths and “2. stately, circus were: constructed for 
their use; and 2. ¢olony “of musicians and cha- 
rioteets revived in Assyria. the pleasures of a-Greck 
capital. Dy the munificence of the royal: founder, 
a liberal allowance was assigned to these fortunate 
exiles; and they enjoyed the singular privilege of 
bestowing freedom‘on the slaves whom they ac- 


-knowledged as their kinsmen. . Palestine, and the 


holy wealth of Jerusalem, were: the next, objects 


- that sitter _ ambition, or rather the avarice; 
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‘of Chosroes. Constantinople,.and the palace of CHAP. 


the Caesars, no longer appeared impregnable or 
remote; and his aspiring fancy already covered 
Asia Minor with the troops, and the Black Sea 
with the navies, of Persia. ~ 

These hopes might have been realized, if the 
conqueror of Italy had not been seasonably recalled 
to the defence of the East®. While. Chosrocs 
pursued his ambitious designs on the coast of the 
Euxine, Belisarius, at the head of an army with- 
out pay or discipline, encamped beyond the Eu- 
phrates, within six miles of Nisibis. He medi- 
tated, by a skilful operation, to draw the Persians 
from their impregnable citadel, and improving 
his advantage in the field, either to intercept 
their retreat, or perhaps to cnter the gates with 
the flying Barbarians. He advanced one day’s 
journey on the territories of Persia, reduced the 
fortress of Sisaurane, and sent the governor, with 
eight hundred chosen, horsemen, to.‘serve the em- 
peror in his Italian wars. He detached Arcthas 
and his Arabs, supported by twelve hundred Ro- 
mans,. to pass the Tigris, and to ravage the har- 
vests:of Assyria, a fruitful province, long exempt 
from the calamities of war. But the-plans of Be- 


X LIL. 
Or oan A 


Defence 

of the East 
by Belisa- 
rius, A. D. 


SAT. 


lisarius were disconcerted bythe untractable spi- - 


rit of Arethas, who neither returned to the camp, 
nor sent any. intelligence of his motions. The 
- Romap general was fixed in anxious ran 


63 In the publig uae of Pessoa (Persic. L ii. c. 16. 18, 19, 

_ 20, 21, 24,25, 26, 27, 28.) ; and, with Same slight exceptions, we 

may reasonably shut our ears against the malcvolent whisper of 
‘the Anecdotes (c. 2, 3. with the Notes, as.usual, of Alemannos.’. 
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to the same spot; the time of action elapsed, the 
ardent sun of Mesopotamia inflamed with fevers the 
blood of his: European soldiers; and the stationary 
troops and officers of Syria affected to tremble for 
the safety of their defenceless cities. Yet this diver- 
sion had already succeeded in forcing Chosroes to 
return with less and precipitation ; and if the skill 
of Belisarius had been seconded by discipline and . 
valour, his success might have satisfied the sanguine | 


_ wishes of the public, who required at his hands the 


conquest of Ctesiphon, and the deliverance of the 
captives of Antioch: - At the end of the campaign, 
he was recalled to Constantinople by an ungrateful 
court, but the dangers of the. ensuing spring re- 
stored his confidence and cornmand ; and the hero, 
almost alone, was dispatched, with the speed of 


| post-horses, to repel, by his name and presence, the 


invasion of Syria. “He found the Roman generals, 
among whom: was: ‘a néphiew of Justinian, impri- 
soned by ‘their! fetirs th the'fértifications of Hiera- 
polis: But instead of listening to their timid 
counsels, Belisarius commanded them to follow 
him te Europta; wheré he hind resolved to collect 


his forces, anitto exectite whativer God should in- 


spire him to atchieve Against the éffemy. His firm 


attitude oni the bawk#‘of the Euphrates restrained 


Chosroes from advancing towards Palestine ; and | 
he 'revedved with art hd’ dignity, thé ambassadors, 
or rather. spies, of the Persian mongteh. The plain 


_, between HHicrapolis‘ajid’ the’ rivers was ¢overed . 


‘with the squadions, 


cavalry, six ‘fiousand hun- 
ters, tall and robust,’ who pursuéd their game with 


Out: a appropeunion:of an enemy. ° On the Op EO- - 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


*site bank the ambassadors deseried a thousand Ar- quar. 


menian horse, who appeared to guard the passage 
of the Euphrates. The tent of Belisarius was 
of the coarsest linen, the simple equipage of a 
warrior who disdained the Juxury.of the East. 
Around his tent, the nations who marched under 
his standard were arranged with skilful confusion. 
The Thracians and Illyrians were posted in the 
front, the Heruli and.Goths in the centre; the 
prospect was closed-by the Moors .and Vandals, 
and their loose array scemed to multiply their 


numbers. Their dress was light and active ; one - 


soldier carried a whip, another a swerd, a third 
a bow, a fourth, perhaps, a battle-axe, and the 
whole picture exhibited the intrepidity of the 
troops and the vigilance.of the general. Chos- 
roes was deluded by the address, and awed by 
the genius, of. the lientenant of Justinian. . Con- 
scious of the merit, and ignorant of the force, of 
his antagonist, he dreaded ‘a: decisive battle in a 
distant.country, from whence nota Persian might 
return to relate the melancholy: tale. The great 
king hastened to repass the Euphrates; and -Be- 
lisarius pressed his "retreat, by. affenting. to: op 
pose a,meagure so salutary ,to, the: empire, and 
which could scarcely have -beew;. prevented: by an 
army ofan hundred thousand, zepn. . Knvy-might 
suggest to ignorance apd. pride, that the public 
enemy had heen suffered: to escape: but: the 
African and Gothic triumphs are less gloriqus 
than this safe and bloodless victory, in which 
‘neither fortune, nor the yalour of . the ‘soldiers, 
can subtract any part of the general’s renown. 
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The second removal of Belisarins from the Per- 
“sian to the Italian war, revealed, the extent of 
his personal merit, which‘had corrected or sup- 
plied the want of discipline and coutage. Fifteen 
generals, without concert or. skill, led through the 
mountains of Armenia.an army of thirty thousand 


. Romans, inattentive to their signals, their ranks, 


and their ensigns. Four thousand Persians, en- — 
trenched’ in the camp of Dubis, vanquished, al- 
most without a combat, this disorderly multitude ; 
their useless arms weré scattered ‘along the road, 


-and their horses sunk under the fatigue of their 


rapid flight. _But-the Arabs of the Roman party 


prevailed over their brethren; the Armenians 


ie 
eter: 
tion o 

Colchos, 


Lazica, of 


returned to’ their allegiance ; the cities of Dara 
and Edessa“resisted a sudden assault and a regular 
siege, and the calamities of war.-were suspended 
by those of pestilerice. A tacit or: formal agree- 
ment between the two sovereigns protected the 
tranquillity of the Fiastern ‘frontier ; and the arms 
of Chosroes were confined to the Colchian -or 
Lazic war, which has been too minutely described 
by the historians of the. times®. . 

The extrém¢ length.of tle Euxine sea”, from - 


Constantinopls ‘to the mouth of the. Phasis, may 


be computed asa voyage of nine days, and @ mea- 


Mingrelia. 


rr The Lazic war, the contest of ae and Persia on the Phasis, 
is tediously spun througti many ® page of Procopins (Persie. 1. ii. e. 
15. 17:.28, 29, 30. Gothic..: be iv. @:7—16. dead, pone Csi il, ill, 
and iv. P: 556—139,- 141.). 4 

~ 65 The Periplus; or Seog esas of the: oe sea, was de- 
scribed in Latin by Sallust, aad:in Greek by Arrian : 1. "Th former 
work, which no longer exists,. has*been restored by the-singular 
diligence: of M, de-Brogses, first president of the parliament of Dijon ©. 
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sure of seven -hundred miles. From the Iberian yap 
Caucasus, the most lofty and craggy mountains XLII. 


‘of Asia, that river descends with such oblique 
vehemence, that in a short space it is traversed 
by one hundred and twenty bridges. Nor does 
the stream become placid and navigable, till it 
reaches the town of. Sarapana, five days journey 
from the Cyrus, which flows from the same hills, 
but in a contrary direction, to. the Caspian lake. 
‘The proximity of these’ rivers has suggested the. 
practice, or at Icast the idea, of wafting the pre- 
cious merchandize of India down the Oxus, over 
the Caspian, up the Cyrus, and with the current 
of the Phasis into the Euxine and Mediterranean 
seas. As it successively collects the streams of 
the plain of Colchos, the Phasis moves with di- 
minished speed, though accumulated weight. 
At the mouth it is sixty fathom deep, and half a 
league broad, but a small woody island is inter- 
posed in the midst of the channel: the water, so 

soon as it has deposited an earthy or metallic 
sediment, floats on the surface of the waves, and 
is no longer susceptible: of .corruption. In a 
course of‘ onc hundred miles, forty of which are 
navigable for large vessels, the Phasig divides the 


(Hist. de la Republique Romaine, tom. ii. ae ili. p.199—298,), who 
ventures to assume. the character of the Roman historian. His de- 
scription of the Euxine is ingeniously formed of al! the fragments 
of the original, and of ail the\Gteeks amt Latins whom Sallust 
might copy, or by whom he mighit be copied; ibe the merit.of the 
execution atones for the whimsical design. 2. The. Pesiplus. of. 
Arrian is addressed to“the emperor ‘Adrian (in Geograph. Minar. 
Hudson,. tém. i.), and coniains whatever the governor of Powtus 


had seen ‘from Trebizind to Diescurias ; whatever Be pad; heard | 


from Diosenirias to the Danube} j,and ; whatever he knew, from ike 
“Dauubc to aaa 


i ah 
ea 
vo ‘ 
Sz. 
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GHAR, celebrated: region of Colchos™, or Mingrelia% 5 


- XLIE: 


Fe - which, on three sides, is fortified: by the Iberian 
“and. Armenian mountains, and, whose maritime 
” eoast .extends about two . hundred miles, from 


- the. neighbourhood: of. Trebizond. to Dioscurias, | 


and the confines of ‘Circassia, Both the soil and 
climate are relaxed by. exccssive moisture : twenty- 
eight rivers, ‘esides the -Phasis and his dependent 
‘streams, | convey their: ‘waters to. the sea; and the: 
: hallowness’ of ‘the’ ground: ‘appears to indicate the’. 
" subteraneous channels’. between . ‘the Euxine and 
the Caspian, ‘In thefieldy: where. wheat or barley 
| is sown, the earth ig'to0° sott to. sustain the action 
, -of the plough ; bug: the 4 gom, a small grain, not 
“‘unlike.the millet ‘or. “ cbpiander. seed; supplies the 
" ordinary food . of the-yeople ;. and..the--use of 
bread : is-.confined: to theprince. and, his nobles. 


Yekiths vintage is mare. ventifu 


wind, : dimplayy dh Slay. the “unassisted powers of 
e: ‘The samgi rd continually tend to 
. yadaw. the fave: ofthe pi goantry with: thick 
te 'e By ‘Ae ae Be ee ih Fa! “et 3, 

. ‘sh Besides che’ dics dr ic hints fran. the poets, historians, 


> Beietamiquthy, yea ‘debate the gédgraphical descriptions of 
i Ss aba. Led Pr 708—705.) ang Pliny (Hist. Natur. 
vi. 5. ieee). 


‘2 . OA ghall' quote; bore bake ail three modern descriptions of Ming: 
Feels the adjarention: Sutrntries. 1. OF the Fare ‘Atchangeli Lamber- 


= arti. a wish’ ‘a map), who has 
yin: pdicds Ror's miasidnary.. 2. Of Chardin 
m.: ip obo 68) =: ‘his obsetvations are 
n ad ats 4 in the bogdltry are sfill'choré ins ‘ 
obssbuitions. oe BE BP sonel (Qijservations ' 
00,081: 58. 02.64, 65, a, fc. and 

de ta Mer Noiré; tom. ii. 
tees, as consul of France ; and | 
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pila b tidiber ‘of’ the hills,’ ‘ant. the flax of. 
stéfes T the: wild? 


oo 


* ‘Axpiessive of his native ° 
habitation 0 on the bani ‘Hie: Phacs.. The gold 
mines ‘td-the séfith: of Trebbond; Which are still 
worked with ae ememecochctctetional 


eee a, 


metal itkay be cate ee eas the circle 
of the! hills, although: theve -tcret’ treasures are 
ed wii the’ sins ot ‘ot concealed. by the 

itiyuolivtts,” The’ ‘Sweaters; ims 


OY binge e-dFa marvel- 
: ‘a ees ine of the: ‘wealth éx- 


tracted eta 


rs i Pe : nu 2 ¢ ‘Ss 
meh fi: ae i tee 
of Colehaas ; pe ‘re a, 


" VOL. ppg 
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is: ba feettis; tat: thig 
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colifisbiite t6 the: ‘gbundatite of naval’ ce 
nd tanid ‘anistals,: the-horaé, the “~~ 

ok thd itie hog, “ave art remarkably: ‘prolific, and the 
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’ CHAP. and invented géographical maps. The j ingendjes 
Smet the moderns haw peopled, with#flourishing cities 
Cand nations, the isthmus: betweelt the Euxine’ ‘Gnd 

the Cespian” ; ; and sively writer > Obterving the re- 
semblance of clithaté; arid, in hid ‘appreliesion, of 


trade, .hag not hetitatéal 0 pronounce Célchos the 
Holland of autiqnity !°S. 0 F988 eRe nt 


Manners: ' But. the’ riches of Colehia ‘thine only: through : 


oe ‘the darkness of conjecttij fe 
genuine -history. _ presenti! am: {niforin- scene . of 
rudeness: and poverty: “Wfone huiidred and thirty 
languages were spoken ‘inthe ‘Piarket: "of. Dios- 


curias ™, \they were;‘the imperfeét, idionis’ of gO 


many savage tribes ‘or: ‘families, sequestered from, 


each other-in the valli deaf Mount. Caucasis ; and 
their ‘separation, w which! ‘diminighed: thé -impor- 
‘tance, must-have. multiptied the number, ‘of their 
rusti¢ capitals. In the present state of: Minprelia, 
a Village is an assemblage’o of huts within a wooden 
fence ; ‘the. fortresses: are seated::in the depths of 
forests; the princelytown of Cyta, or: Cotatis, 
consists of. two hundred: heuses, .and:a ‘gtone edi- 
“fice appertains only’ to the’ magnificence of kings. 
Dwelve shige from Constantinople; and about sixty 
“ark “witht ‘the fruits of Bidet mas 


“6  Montesqiiteag: 
couvert de-villes et’ 


wan re 
a “ee 
4 
whe +e 
‘ong: 
4 


ee Cr Le 


. 
4! 
by 


antiquiiy ! 

wA ‘Greek histori on jead affirmed, tn-eam céc na- 
‘thet. -dissimilibus a dese dent tee om lodest Pliny is 
“content ‘to a8, et postea” dinaxigys *pEgo iin tefpresibus” nogotia 
abi geste is ai. dat. she: Pelton st no. déserta cover # multitude 
of F paat Setions. + be 


or: ‘tradition ; ‘and ‘its ° 
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icports. is much; nesting -sinee the natives had Su 


only slaves ‘and ‘hides to offer:in exchange for the 
corn and-salt which they. purchased from the sub- 
‘jects of J ustinian. Not “Ss. véstige ean be found 
of the. arty. the knowledge; ‘or the navigation, of 


the ancient Colchians =” few Greeks desired or | 
dared to ‘pursue the ‘fobt steps of the Argonauts ;. 


and even the: marks ef ‘an -Egyptian colony are 
Tost on |a: nearer approach. The rite of circum- 
cision is practised only’by the. Mahometans of the 
Euxine ;'and the -curled. hair and swarthy com- 
plexion of Africa no longer: disfigure the most 
perfect of the ‘human race: - It is in the adjacent 
climates:of Georgia, Mingrelia, and Circassia, 
that nature has placed; atleast to our eyes, the mo- 
del of beauty, in the shape of the limbs, the colour 
of the skin, the symmetry of the features, and the 
_expression, of the:.couritenance"'. According to 
the destination of, the two. as the men seem 
formed for action, ; “the women for love; and.the 
perpetual supply-of females from Mount Caucasus 


has purified the-blood, ‘and improved the breed, — 


of the-southern, pations of Asia. ‘Lhe proper dis- 
, “& ‘portion: comely : ‘ofthe ancient 


“ Colehis, hag: Jong. sustained,; ‘an. exportation of . 
_ twelve ‘thousand § slaves. [The number of prisoners - 
wid" be Anadequate to the annual - 


1 ee zo he4 
A ey ee en 


tae Peon people are in a state 


13 Buffon (iliaé: Nagaom 
mous bafirage of : natin a eravellers. If, in the time of 
a Hergders, they wate i in marr aud euDSr eyes {and he Had 
obseved them: Witt care), this’ précious Bret i is is ap samiple;of the 
mie of climate ay a foreign edlony. ° 


sires oe 
vaodiona7) collects the unani- 
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qHAP.- of servitude to. tigi it lords; the exercise of fraud” 
or. ‘rapine is r inighed.i ina Jawhess community ¥: ‘ 
= ae $ and the market: ‘a continually Fepienished by: the 
‘vr’ abuse of civil and. paternal: rit 

trade ™,- which reduces , ‘the human: pie 
level of cattle, may tend to eheonrage ® Tnarriage 
and population, since .the multitude of children 
‘enriches, their sordid ai ad juhurnan parent. But 
‘this source of impure. wealth must inevitably 
potson the national m ere, obliterate- the sense 
of honour and ‘virtue, and almiost extinguish the 
mstincts, of nature:: the’ Christigns of Georgia 
and Mingrelia are the most dissolute of mankind ; 
and their children, who, in a tender age, are sold 
into foreign slavery, have already | legit, ta, imi- 
tate the rapine of the father and. the: ‘prostitution 
of the mother. Yet, amidst the ridest i ignorance, 
the untaught natives discover. a singular dexterity 
both of mind and hand. sand although, the want. ' 
of union and discipline £xposes . them, to ‘their 
more _ powerful neighhouts, a. bold : and: intrepid 
‘spirit has. animated the Coletians sof every: age. 


‘In, the host of Xerxes, they serv r ed-on foot ;.and 
their, arms. were: es" dagger‘. pr. ‘a jay ees wooden 
casdue, and 4 er of raw: hides: , ut ip, their 


own. country: : the: "pe of. consi hae MOTE , fe. 


- 


“prevailed the meanest’ .of the peasants 


diedaie to ® walks” ste - martial Miebles ~' 6 pos- 
séssed, perhaps, of: two: buiidied harele bed: above 
7 "ine Mingrélian ” Vaerivedk ie Gonstahtinople with 


two hundred ‘peteons 5 bug sie hele day by. day, till his 
retinue was djminished toa ner yalets (Tayemier, 
tom. i. p. 365... To purebase hid mistress; ; a Minigrelian gentleman: 
sold | twelye, priestsand his wife ‘foshe TurkefGhardin, tom i. p. 66,3; 


ive thousand are numbered’“in the train of the 


‘prince of ‘Mingrelia. The Célchian . government 
has been always a puré and: hereditary kingdom: 


. 


and the authority of the: sovereign is only re- 
strained-by the turbulence of his subjects. When- 
ever they ‘wete obedient, Ré could lead a numerous 

_army into the field’;’ but- some faith is requisite 
to believe, that’ the single tribe of the Suavians 
was composed of two “hundred thousand #oldiers, 
or that the population ofMingrelia now amounts 
to four millions of ‘inhabitants”, 

It was the boast’ of the Colchians, that their an- 
cégtors had checked the victories of Sesostris; and 
the defeat of the Egyptian is less incredible than 
his: successful progress as‘ far as the foot of Mount 
Caucaitis. They sunk, Without any memorable ef. 
fort, under the’ arms ‘of Cyrus; followed in dis- 
tant wars the standatd ‘of the great king, and 
presented him every ‘fifth year with one hundred 
boys‘and a8 mnany“virgins, the fairest produce of 
the land "Yet he acteitéd this gift like the 
gd sid ebony of India: {tie frankincense of the 


ove 7 OW 


Arabs, or the fiegrées ‘and Wory of Althiopia: 


, oF “ber gie ot BL apie, ee “sie mgs AS a 8 @ AY 
the Colchiatis Were" not sitbjedt ¢ the dominioti' of 
a‘satrap, dul they. contitiued : té' Enjoy ‘the: name 
as Well’ as sithstaiice of nutional independence”. 
i, a ee 

18 Strab | xingiHOH Laembegts 
we mar sl te ie a 
inore than 20,000, ivhatit 40 supply’ di adnual exportation of 
12,000 slaves : an absurdity onworthy'of that judicious traveller. 

7 Herodot. | iii. ¢. 97. See, i £441; 
vice in the expedition af Kerxed agairiat Greece. 7 

78 Kenophon, who had éncoun ete the Colchians in his retreat 
(Aftaibasis, L. iv, 390;"949! 348. ‘edit. Hutchinson 3 and Foster’s 
Dissertation, palilifviliin Spelnian’s English version, vol. ii.), 
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styles them avrona. Before the conquest off Mithridates, they are ; 
rea 9 Ln = ya Sn al ws 47m = me ae i a 


#ii;'Melatigir de 4a Mingrelie. ‘Yet 
greme, $f Chardin, who, allaws ng. 


i-‘c. 79. their arms and ser- 
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Revolu- 
tions of 
Colchos : 


under the 
Persians, 
before 
Christ, 
500 ; 


526 


CLLAP. -, 


XLH, 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


After the fall of ‘the ‘Pettian empire, Mithridates, 
king of Pontus, added. Colchos.te the wide circle 
' of his dominions on: the: ‘Euxine; - and when the 


natives presumed. to-request that his son might | 
reign over them, he bound the ambitious youth ” 


in chains’ of gold, and delegated a-servant in’ his 


under the place. In the pursuit of Mithridates, thie Roriians 


Romans, 
before 
C bist 00 


_ advanced to the banks of the Phasis, and their 


- pallies ‘ascended the river till they reached ‘the | 


camp of Pompey and :pis. legions”. But the 
senate, and afterwards the’éemperors, disdained to 


reduce that distant and useless’ ‘¢onquest into the 


form of a province. . “The family of a Greek the- 
torician’ was permitted to “reign in Colchos and 
the adjacent kingdoms, from ‘the time. of Mark 
Antony to that of Nero; ‘and: ‘after the race of 
Polemo” was extinct, the eastern Pontus, which 
preserved his name, extended NO. farther than the 
neighbourhood of Trebizond, ‘Béyond these limits 
the fortifications of Hyssus, of “Apsarus, of the 
Phasis, of Dioscurias.or: Sebastopolis, : ‘and of Pi- 


_tyus, were guarded. by. sufficient; detachments of 


“horse and foot ; and ‘six princes: of. Colchos: 'Te- 
ceived their dindemg from the Hientenants of bag 
Be aed a ; ek oF ii ry ea 

named by. ‘sppiat ‘Ni jeponaiGle Beit Miansidatico, Cc: 15. oe 
icp. 661, of ‘the lapt' ind best “edition, By "John Schweighzeuser, 
‘Lipsie, 1785.'3 vols. Jarge octavo). ey oe 

78 The conquest of Colchos’ by Mithpidates: and pai 
amarked by, “Appian (de Bell. Mithtidat}, and Plutarch (in Vit. 
Pomp.). 4 pitts 

19 We may trace ther Tise: ‘aid alt ar: “ie fazily of Polemo, in 
Strabo (I'xi. p. 755.1. xii, p. R67, Digg? Ggisius or Xiphilin (p. 
588. 493. 601. 719. 754..915. edit. Reither), Suctonius (in Ne- 
Ton. c. 18. in Vespasian: wo eiwogine Wii. 14.), Josephus (An- 
tiq. Judaic. 1. xx. ¢.°7. p. 970. edit, Havercamp), and Fusebits 
(Chron, with Scaliger, Animadrers. p- 196). . 
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gar. One of these ligutensinta,-the eloquent and 
philosophic Asrian, surveyed, and las ‘described, . 
the Euxine. coast, under. the reign of ‘Hadrian. 
The garrison. which he ‘reviewed at the mouth of 
the Phasis, ' consisted of’ ‘four hundred chosen le- 


gionarics ; the brick walls’ ‘and towers, the dou-. 


ble ditch, and the. military engines on the ram- 
part, rendered this: -place inaccessible to the Bar- 
barians: » but the new: suburbs “which had been 
‘built by the merchants and voterans, required, in 
the opinion of -Agrian, seme extérnal defence ° 
As the strength: ‘of the: ‘empire was -gradually im- 
paircd, the Romans stationed on the Phasis were 
either withdrawn of expelléd; and the tribe of the 
Lazi®, whose posterity speak a foreign dialect, 
and. inhabit the sea-codst of ‘Trebizond, imposed 
their name and’ dominion on the ancient king- 
dom of Colehos. Their independence was soon 
‘invaded. by a ‘formidable neighbour, who had ac- 
quired, by arms and treaties, the ‘sovereignty of 
Iberia... The dependent king of Lazica received 
: his sceptre at the hands of the Persian monarch, 
and the successors of Constantine acquiesced in 
this. injurious: ‘claim; > which"was proudly urged as 
a =. Fight of. immemorial. prescription: 4m the be- 


80 In the time of ‘Prbcopius, there were ho ‘Roman forts | on the 
Phasis..: Pityus ‘and ‘Sebastopolis ‘wereveyacuated on the mimour 
of the Pessians Gath. 1. iv.,c.4.)3., but the latter was afterwards 
restored by Justinian (de ‘Eaif, | Livia). . 

£1 In the time of- Pliny, ‘Astin, ‘and Ptotemy, ihe Lazi-were a 
particular tribe on #ye'ne skirts’ of Colchos (€ellarius, Geo- 
graph. Antiq. tom. ite 222, ies cy theage of Justinian, they spread, 
or at least reigned, “Geer the the whofe country. At present, they have 
inigrated along | the coast, ‘towardd Trebizond, and compose a rdde 
_“sea-faring people, with-a peculiar language (Chardin, p. 149. Peys- 
_ soncl, p.H4. a 
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CHAP. ginning of.the sixth’ century, their influence « ‘ was | 

ALI yestored by the intrgduction of. Christianity, which 

Conver-. the Mingrelians still: speofess with. becoming: ‘veal, 

per he without understan lirig “the ‘doctrines, or observ- 

A. D. 522: ing the précepts,. ‘of: ‘their religion. “After the 

decease of his father, Zathus was exalted to- the 

regal dignity by the favour. of the great king ; ; 

but the pious youth. abhorred the ceremonies of 

the Magi, and sought, in the. palace of Constan- 

tinoplé, an orthodox baptism, a noble wife, . and: 

the alliance of the. -emyperbr Justin. » . The king of 

Lazica was solemnly invested ‘with the. diadem, 

and his cloak and tunic of white-silk, with a gold 

border, displayed, in rich .embroidery, the figure 

of his new patron; whe.soothed the jealousy of the 

Persian court, and excused: the revolt of Calchos, 

by the venerable names of. hospitality and religion. 

The common. interest of. beth empires imposed on 

the Colchians the duty of guarding the passes of 

Mount Caucasus, where. wall. of . sixty :miles is 

now defended by the monthly service of fhe mus- 
queteers of Mingrelia “. . 

Revolt gg But this: honourable: connection was ‘soon gor: | 

_ipamuanee rupted. by the avariog: and ambition of the Re- - 

Colehians. ar from the. rank: of « allies, the - 

~ Lasi were | ‘incessantly: rethinded;. ‘by “words - arid: 

; civ. depe ee At the distance 


nets 


ae Yoh ‘Maal Gane! "tom. ii "rad hgy, adi nones, p. 
_. 144. Hist. Miscell. 1. xv. p. 103. The fier is suthentic, but the date 
seems too recent. In speeking of thew. Persian alliance, the? Lazi 
contemporaries of Justinian employ" the most obsolete words—e 
-ypeggeaci pepe, wpoyon, Ke. Could they belong to a connection 

‘ which had not been dissolved above tw enfy ysary '- 
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of a day's journey beyond the’ “Apsarus, they be-°- 
held the rising fortress of “Petra * » which coin- 
manded the maritime. ‘country: to the stiuth of the 
Phasis... Instead of being protected by the valour, 
Colchos was insulted by the licentiousness, of fo- 
reign: mercenaries; the: ‘betiefits of commerce were 
converted into base and: vexatious monopoly; and 


s4o—o49, 


Grbazes; ‘the native prince, was reduced to a pa- | 


geant of royalty, py the superior influence of the 
officers of Justinian, “Disappointed’in their ex- 
pectations of: Christian virtue, the indignant 
Lazi tepdsed some confidence in the justice of an 
unbeliever. After a private. assurance that their 
ambassadors shoitid::not be delivered to the Ro- 
mans, they publicly solicited the friendship and 
‘aid of Chosroes. “The sagacious’ monarch” in- 
stantly discerned the use and' importance of Col- 
chos ;- and ‘meditated “a plan of conquest, -which 
was renewed at the end: of'a thousand years by 
Shah Abbas, the wisest -and: ‘most powerful of his 
successors“. * His ambition was fired by tlie hope 


of launching a Persian navy" ‘#fom ‘the Phasis,” of | 


comthanding’ the ~trade: aiid. ‘fiavigation of 'the 


_Enkxiné'sea; of desolating the coast of'Pontus-and | 


=~ of oe Pechaye" “of Ane 


. "8 Theiide. nee, i Peni sib at sirittigs of Prisoplus . 


and Agathigs: Mast‘of the towns and ‘castles of Luzica may be 
found by compatings thei’ pames and Ppesiton with the map, of 
Mingrelia, in Lashberti: 


84 See the amaing ck a Pies della valle; the Rousar, tia oe 


_veller (Viaggi, toi. “ih. :207. "269, 213. 215. 266. 286. 300. tém. iit.’ 


p. 54. 127.). In the seats, 1618; 3619, and 1620; he conversed with 
Shah Abbas, a oi sthingly- encodiraged a design which nught hate 
. vunited Persia Eure eal their edraujon eas the Turk. 
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laps stan titople, ‘aa: of. ‘persuading the Barba. - 
~ can ‘of Europe to serond ‘his arms..and counsels 
‘again st the common: iquemy: sof mankind. Under 
‘the pretence ‘of a ‘Seythian’ war, he silently. led 
his troops to the frontiers of Iberia; the Colehian 
guides were prepared to’ ‘eonduct. them through 
the woods and. along thé’ presipices of Mount 
Caucasus ‘and. a’ narrow path. was laboriously . 
formed into a safe and spacious highway, for the’ 
march of cavalry, and even .of elephants, Gu- 
bazes laid his person aiid. diadem, at, the feet of 
the king of Persia; his: Colchians imitated the 
submission of their pritices, and. after the walls of 
Petra‘had been shaken, thé; Roman garrison pre- 
vented, by a capitulation, “the impending. fury of 
the last assault. But the Dnzi soon discovered, | 
that their impaticnee ‘had.urged them to choose 
an evil more intolerable than the calamities which 
they strove to escape, The monopoly of. salt and 
corn was effectually: retioved by the loss of. those 
valuable commodities. The -authority. of a Ro- 
‘ian legislator ‘was': ‘ sueceeded. by'the pride of an — 
‘Oriental. despot, who beheld, with equal disdain, 2 
the. slaves: whom’ he had exalted, ‘and the kings - 
whom h he had humbled before, the’ footstool - of his | 
“throne. Fhe-:a ef tite: yyas_ introduced 
into‘ Calchos By the. abil of the. Mogi; their into- 
‘fervour of a ‘Christian 
nature or ‘education 


4 Vs in 


peoples a athe prejudice § gfitiati 

RS wounded’ by the impjopi pent 

_ the dead bodies: : Spake srifs;on ‘the summit 
of a 1 lofty, tower: by ‘the ot crows: and! vultures of the 
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‘air? S@onicious of. the ingressing | “hatred, which 
retarded the* execution ‘of, Bis” great designs, the 
just Nushirvan had. ‘settetly given orders to 
assassinate the king of the ‘Lazi, to-transplant the | 
people into some distant dend, and to fix a faithful 
and warlike” ‘colony. on’ the banks ‘of the Phasis. 
The watchful’ jealousy of the -Golehjans foresaw 
and’ averted -thé approaching ruin. Their re- 
‘pentance was accepted : at Constantinople by the 
_ prudeneé, rftlier than, ‘the clemency, of Justinian; 


‘and he commanded: Dagisteus, with seven ‘thou- 


‘sand Romans, and one thousand of the Z ani, ‘to 
expel the Persians from the coast of the Euxince. 

_ The siege of Petra; which the Roman gencral, 
with the aid of the Lazi, immediatély undertook, 
is one of the-most remarkable actions of the age. 
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Siege af 
Petra, 
A.1).549 
mn 1. 


The city was seated. on a craggy rock, which 


-hung over the sea; ‘and ‘communicated by a stecp 
and narrow path with the.land. Since the ap- 


proach’ was difficult, the attack might be deemed . 


impossible : the ‘Persian cofiqueror had strength- 
_ ened the fortifications of Justipian ; and the: places 
least “inaceessible’ were covered by additional bul- 


warks: In this important fortress, the vigilance : 


_of ‘Chosroes had deposited. a ‘magazine of offensive - 
and. defensive arms,’ sufficient for five times the 


number, not, only’ of, the garrison, ‘but of. the be- 


85 See Herodotus a. b. iso. p: :69. }, who eae with diffidence, 


Larcher (tom, j.’ p. 399-401. ‘Notes ‘sur Herodote), Procopius . 


(Persic. |. i. c. 14,),-and Agathias (1. ii. p. 61, ‘68.). This practice, 
‘agreeable to the Zendavesta (Hyde, de Relig. Per. c. 34. p. 414— 
421.), demonstrates that the burial of the Persiajy kings (Xenophon, 


Cyropied. 1. viii. p, 668), 1 yap rovrov.panaguwreper rou ry yp psy Savas, ” 
is a Greek fiction, and shat their tombs: could be no ‘more than 


aba 


aed if aay sap plied “by 
‘imegar, a of sii "Hom:. whence ‘a - strong 
liqtior : was : extracted 57aga a triple ‘aqueduct 
eluded the” diligence, ‘2 nc seven the: suspicions, 
of the enemy. «Bat, the'fitiné ice‘of ‘Petra 
was’ placed.in the valour of fifteen hundred Per- 
‘sians, who resisted. the assaults’ of the Romans, “ 
whilst, im a aofter ‘ven of eaxthh, a wie was Bee 
cretly perforated. . The: wail, supported by. slen- 
der and temporary--props,’ i hiing tottering in the 
air; but Dagisteus delayed the:attack till he had 
secured 'a specific recompence;*.and the town 
was relieved before the rétuin: of his messenger 
from Constantinople. The Persia garrison was | 
reduced to four hundred | men, of’: ‘whom no more 
than fifty were exempt from sickhess. or. wounds ; 
yet such had been their’ inflexible perseverance, 
that they concealed their losses from the enemy,. 
by “enduring, without: a: ‘murmur, the sight and 
putrefying. stench ae the: “dead ‘bodies’ of their 
eleven “nantdred “‘wémipanions. _ - After ‘their de- 
‘liverance, the beaches were hastily stopped. with 
sand-bags;:the nihie’ was. replenished with earth; © 
a mew wall Wak etécted ‘ona ‘frame’ of. substantial 
timbers: and? 8° fresh: garrisdn of ‘three’ ‘$housand 
mety Wiz stationed ‘st ‘Pettit to.aus ain the labours 
of a necond ‘lege. The ‘operations, ‘both of the 
“attack and defence, were conducted with skilful 
efinacy.;: “hil each’ party derivéd iseful lessons 
from the experienée of theik- past’ ‘faults. . A bat- 
 teFigiram was invented, of light. copstruction and 


aah 


7 were loosened by: “itiere C3 eater 
torn with long iron: hé ck from the wal “From - 
- those’ walle,’ a. shower. ‘of darts was’ incessantly 


poured on the heads of the assailants, . but they 


were miost ‘dangeroual aly. annoyed by a fiery com- 
position : of sdlphur. afd. bitumen, which in Col- 
chos might with . some Propriety be named the 


=~+ 


mounted scaling-ledders, their general Bes- 


i 


sas was the’ first, a nt veteran of seventy years 


of age: the. ‘courage. af their leader, his fall, and 
extremé danger, animated the irresistible effort of 
‘his troops ; aiid. their ‘prevailing numbers oppress- 
ed the _ Strength, without subduing the spirit, of 


the ‘Persian garrison. .. The fate of these valiant. 
‘mén deserves to - be. more. distinctly. noticed. 
‘Seven hundred had: - perished in the siege, two 


thousand. three hundred survived ‘to defend the 
‘breach. * ‘One thousand and, seventy were destroy- 
ed with fire and sword in.tha last assault; and, 
if sever hundred and thirty. were made prisoners, 
only ‘eighteen among them ‘were found without 
the marks of honoutable wounds. ‘The remain- 
ing’ five hundred, ‘eacaped: into the citadel, which 
they. maintaine without AD. hopes of relief, re-. 
jecting® “the. fairest ferms . of capitulation and ser-> 
vice, till they we 


and such exen loyalty. and -yglour . 
excite ‘their ‘countrymen. to deeds of equal dbspair: ' 
‘and ‘moresprosperous event... ‘The instant deme-; 


oil of Medea: Of six’ thousand . Romans who . 


@.Jogg.in the flames. They. died. 
in obedience tg, Se ommands of :their prinaess. 


és ert i SS Atay! 
ated strokes, thiey ” were" 
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CHAP. lition of the works: Petrh confessed the astonish-" 

Gane) ment and apprehensioir of the conqueror. 

The Col,” "A Spartan: would have: sxpraised, and pitied the 

wer or virtue of these heroic: slaves ; ; but the tedious war- 

A.D. . fare and alternate suctesdiof the Roman ’‘and Per- 

549—-550. 

i “ sian arms cannot detain thé'attention of posterity 
at the foot of Mount’ Caucasus. “The advantages 
obtained by the troops of Justinian ‘were more fre- 
quent and splendid; but the “fortes of ‘the great 
king. were’ continually supplied, till they amounted 

' to eight elephants and. seventy: thébisand men,- 
including twelve thousand: Scythian allies, and 
above three thousand Dildmites, who descended 
by their frée choice’ fromthe ‘hills of Hyrcania,, 

_ and were equally formidable i in clgge or in distant 
eombat. The siege of Archeopolis, a name im- 
" posed: or: corrupted - by the Greeks, was raised 
. with “some loss and ‘precipitation ; but the Per-: 
‘glans occupied: the passés of “Iberia: Cqlchos was 

*enslaved by their forts. and garrisons ; they de- 

* voured the scanty ‘sustenance of the people ; and 
the prince:-of,, the sLaai: fled into. the mountains.. 
In the Roman: ‘camp, faith .and discipline were 

- unknown ; ahd; ‘the ‘independent ‘leaders, who. 

- were: invested with: equal. power, disputed, with 
each other . “the: pre-eminence: of vice’ and. cor- 


— Thre | ersigtis followed, wahbut: ‘@ mur- 
‘he: cinkiandd’of a Btigh ichtief, who. impli- 
ely oheyol the inviting 6 their supreme 


“Jord. Their: pa waa 3 PMathiguished among 
: the -heroes offthe East, by:Sis wisdom i in council, 
and “hievalour in ‘the’ field. The’ advanced age 
\ of Mermeroes, axid the Txmeness.of both this feet, 
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vould ‘not, ditninish the activity ‘of his mind, or CHAP. : 
even of his ‘body; and, whilst he was carried in a aw 


“litter in the front of battle, he inspired terror to - 


the enemy, and a just. confidence to the troops, 
who, under his banners, were always sticcessful. 
After his death, ‘the command devolved to Naco-~ 
ragan, a proud satrap;. who, in a conference with 
the Imperial.chiefs, had presumed to declare that 
he disposed ‘of victory as absolutely as of the ring 
' on his finger. * Such presumption was the natural 
cause and forerunner’ of a shameful defcat. The 
Romans had been. gradually repulsed to the edge 
of the sea-shore ; and their last camp, on the ruins 
of the Grecian colony of Phasis, was defended on 
all sides’ by strong intrenchments,' the river, the 
Euxine, and a fleet of gallics. Despair united 
their counsels and invigorated their arms: they 


withstood the assault of the Persians; and the | 
flight of Nacoragan | preceded or followed the’ 


‘slaughter of ‘ten thousand of his bravest soldiers. 
He escaped from the Romans to fall into the 
hands of an unforgiving master, who severely 
- chastised the error of his own choice: the unfor- 
tunate’ genetal was flayed alive, and his. skin, 
’ staffed. into the: human form, was exposed on a 


mountain ; @ dreadful warning to those who might . 


hereafter. be ‘entrusted, -with the fame and fortune 


of Persia®. “Yet the prudente of Chosroes insen-. 
_ sibly relinquished nag aia ial of the — 


86 The punishing ‘ef ying alive ould not be: stsedoed into 
Persia by Sapor (Brisson, de “Regn. Pers 1. ii. p. §78.), nor,could i it 


_ be copied from the:foolish tale gf Marsyas the Phrygian piper, mont | 


as foolishly quoted as ‘a precedent by Agathias @.: W. Pe 132, 133:). 


TH rip 


a distant | country’ 


| ok waist eT efit 8 arava) 
ae ce, or, at he tig. hike 
TU against the wishes: an fete WE itu inhabitetits.” 
‘The ‘fidelity of Gubazes” stained the: ‘Thost i rigor- 
ous tifals: He patien rere the hatdships of 
a savage life; and rejecte With disdain, the specious 
temiptations | of the Persian opr Re king of the 
Lazi ‘had: been ellusated i in ihe’ Cheistian’ ‘religion ; 
his mother was the daughter’ of @ 8enator; during * 
his youth, he had served’ ten’ years’ a 2 sileiitiary 0 i 
the Byzantine palace” andthe’ arrears of dn unpaic’ 7 
salary were a motive: of “Attaéhvient as well as of 
complaint. But the ‘Tongivontinuanee ‘of “his suf- 
. ferings extorted from -him a naked représentation 
of the truth; and truth was an ‘aiipardonable libel 
~ on the lieutenants of Justinian, whd,_- amidst the 
o +7, delays of a tuinous war, lad spared his enéimies and’ | 
brain plec ot his allies, ‘Their thali¢ious ‘informa:" 
tioti  petiuadled the empéror,4 ‘that. his faithless vassal’ 
_ already’ meditated a: second“ defettion : ai order’ 
| wad sitprised to send him: Prisoner td Conitai ti- 
nople} a treasherou$ clause was ‘juserted,* thie he 
might’ be laWhitly, Killed ii ‘case of'retistaride} at ep 
Gubazes, withoit “arms, or ‘dusifidion ‘bf dang 
wail Stabbed inthe ‘security. aud = hialy inter- 
view. fi" the “first p fooidente Of rage “and dé: 
wpa eHé"C Mehiat ) : Would“ "have" sacrificed their 
coultty” ind “réligifil ‘to ‘the “gratis: of .re- 


a eee 


oo a7. ‘Litthe palace of “Constantinople th here. We r thirty silentiaries, 
“a who. dtyled | ibstati ante. foren’  ewcbidtall, i at atyng. emisoros, aD 

honour a title, which koriferred the rank, ‘without imposing the 
duties, oft seristor (CAL Thegdos Lvi tit. 33. ‘Gotholred. Com- 


‘Daent. tom. ai. p> Leos" nek 
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venge. But the authority and eloquence of the 
wiser few, obtained a salutary pause: the victory 
of the Phasis restored the terror of the Roman 
arms, and the emperor was solicitous to absolve 
his own name from the imputation of so foul a 


$87 


CHAP. 
XLII. 
et ans 


murder, <A judge of senatorial rank was com-_ 
missioned to enquire into the conduct and death 


of the king of the Lazi. He ascended a stately 
‘tribunal, encompassed by the ministers of justice 


and punishment: in the presence of both nations, : 


this extraordinary cause was pleaded, according to 
the forms of civil jurisprudence, and some satisfac- 
tion was granted to an injured people, by the sen- 
tence and execution of the meaner criminals ™. 

In peace, the king of Persia continually sought 
the pretences of a rupture; but no sooner had he 
taken up arms, than he expressed his desire of a 
safé and honourable treaty. During the fiercest 
hostilities, the two monarchs entertained a deceit- 
ful negociation; and such was the‘ superiority of 
Chosroes, that whilst he treated the Roman minis- 
ters with insolence and contempt, he obtained the 
most unprecedented honours for his own ambas- 
sadors at the Imperial court, The succcssor of 
Cyrus assumed the majesty of the Eastern sun, 
and graciously permitted his younger brother Jus- 
tinian to reign over the West, with the pale and 
reflected splendour of the moon. This gigantic 
style was supported by the pomp and eloquence 


88 On these judicial orations, Agathias-(I. iii. p. 81—89. L. iv. p. 
108—119.) lavishes eighteen or twenty pages of false and flond 
rhetoric. His ignorance or ‘neue overlooks the strongest ar- 
gument against the king of Lazica—Iis former revolt. 


VOU. VIT. vA : 


Negocia- 
tions and 
treaties 
between 
Justinian 
and Chos- 
roes, 


540—561. 
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ea of Isdigune, one of the royal chamberlains. His 
aw wife and daughters, with a train of eunuchs and 
camels, attended the march of the ambassador: 
two satraps with golden diadems were numbered 
among his followers: he was guarded by five hun... 
dred horse, the most valiant of the Persians; and 
the Roman governor of Dara wisely refused to 
admit more than twenty of this martial and_hos- 
tile caravan. When Isdigune had saluted the 
emperor, and delivered his presents, he passed ten 
months at Constantinople without discussing any 
serious affairs. Instead of being confined to his 
palace, and receiving food and watcr from tlic 
hands of his keepers, the Persian ambassador, 
without spics or guards, was allowed to visit the 
capital; and the freedom of conversation and 
trade enjoyed by his domestics, offended the pre- 
judices of an age which rigorously practised the 
law of nations, without confidence or courtesy”. 
By an unexampled indulgence, his interpreter, 
a servant below the notice of a Roman magistrate, 
was seated, at the table of Justinian, by the sidc 
of his master; and one thousand pounds of gold 
might be assigned for the expence of his journey 
and entertainment. Yet the repeated labours of 
Isdigune could procure only a partial and imper- 
fect truce, which was always purchased with the 
- treasures, and renewed at the solicitation, of the 
Byzantine court. Many years of fruitless desola- 


8 Procopius represents the practice-of the Gothic court of Ra- 
venna (Goth. 1. ti. c. 7:); and foreign ambassadors have been treated’ 
with the same jealousy and ‘rigour in Turkey (Busbequius, epist. iii. 
». 149. 242, &e.), Russia, Voyage D’Olearius), and China (Nar- 
rative of M. de Lange, in Beles ‘Travels, vol. ii, p. 189—311.). 
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tion elapsed before Justinian: and Chosroes were 
compelled, by mutual lassitude, to consult the: re- 
pose of their declining age. At a conference 
held on the frontier, each party, without expect- 
‘ing to gain credit, displayed the power, the 
justice, and the pacific intentions, of their respec- 
tive sovereigns: but necessity and interest dic- 
tated the treaty of peace, which was concluded 
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for a term of fifty years, diligently comvosed - 


in the Greek and Persian languages, and attested 
by the seals of twelve interpreters. The libcrty of 
commerce and religion. was fixed and dcfined ; 
the allies of the emperor and the great king 
were included in the same benefits and obliga- 
tions; and the most scrupulous precautions were 
provided to prevent or determine the accidental 
disputes that might arise on the confines of two 
hostile nations. After twenty years of destruc- 
tive though feeble war, the limits still remained 
without alteration ; and Chosroes was pcrsuaded 
to renounce his dangerous claim to the possession 
or sovereignty of Colchos and its dependent 
states. Rich in the accumulated treasures of the 
East, he extorted from the. Romans an annual 
payment of thirty thousand pieces of gold; and 
the smallness of the sum revealed the disgrace 
of a tribute in its naked deformity. In a pre- 
vious debate, the -chariot of Sesostris, and the 
wheel of fortune, were applied bys one of the 
ministers of Justinian, who observed that ‘the 
reduction of Antioch, and some Syrian cities, 
had elevated beyond meagure the vain. “and ambi- 
tious spirit of the Barkgrian. i You’ ‘are mis- 


Conquests 
of the 
Abyssis 
nians, 

A. D. 522 
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“ taken,” replied the modest Persian: “ the king 
“ of kings, the lord of mankind, looks down 
‘with contempt.on such petty acquisitions; and 
“of the ten nations, vanquished by his invin- 
“ cible arms, he esteems the Romans as the least - 
‘ formidable®.” According to the Orientals, the 
empire of Nushirvan extended from Ferganah, 

in Transoxiana, to Yemen or Arabia Felix. He 
subdued the rebels of Hyrcania, reduced the 
provinces of Cabul and Zablestan on the banks’ 
of the Indus, broke the power of the Euthalites, 
terminated by an honourable treaty the Turkish 
war, and admitted the daughter of the great 
khan into the number of his lawful wives. Victo- 
rious and respected among the princes of Asia, 
he gave audience, in his palace of Madain, or 
Ctesiphon, to the ambassadors of the world. 
Their gifts or tributes, arms, rich garments, gems, 
slaves, or aromatics, were humbly presented at the 
foot of his throne; and he condescended to accept 
from the king of India ten quintals of the wood of 
aloes, a maid seven cubits in height, and a carpet 
softer than silk, the skin, as‘it was reported, of an 
extraordinary serpent”. 

Justinian had been reproached for his alliance 
with: the Acthiopians, as if he attempted to in- 
troduce a people of savage negroes into the 
system of civilized society. -But, the friends of 


9 The negociations and treaties between Justinian and Chos- 
roes are copiously explained by Procopius (Persic. 1. ii. c. 10. 13. 
26, £7, 28: G@thic. 1. ii. c. 11. 15.), Agathias (1. iv. p. 141, 142.), 
and’ Menander (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 132—147.). Consult Barbey- 
rac, ’ Hist. des Anciens Traités, tom. ii. p. 154. 181—184. 193—200. 
7 9 Bb Herbelot,, Bibliot. Orient. p. 680, 681. 294, 295. 
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the Roman empire, the Axumites, or Abyssinians, 
may be always distinguished from the original na- 
tives of Africa™. The hand of nature has flat- 
tened the noses of the negroes, covered their heads 
with shaggy wool, and tinged their skin with inhe- 
rent and indelible blackness. - But the olive com- 
plexion of the Abyssinians, their hair, shape, and 
features, distinctly mark them as a colony of Arabs; 

and this descent is confirmed by the resemblance of 
language and manners, the report of an ancient 
emigration, and the narrow interval between the 
shores of the Red Sea. Christianity had raised 
that nation above the level of African barbarism™: 
their intercourse with Higypt, and the successors of 
Constantine”, had communicated the rudiments of 
the arts and sciences; their vessels traded tothe 


9 See Buffon, Hist. Naturelle, tom. iii. p. 449. This Arab cast 
of features and complexion, which’has continued 3400 years (Lu- 
dolph. Hist. et Comment. Ethiopic. 1.1. c. 4.) in the colony of 
Abyssinia, will justify the suspicion, that race, as well as climate, 
must have contributed to form the negroes of the adjacent and 
similar regions. 

93 The Portuguese missionaries, Alvarez (Ramusio, tain. i. fol. 
204. rect. 274. vers.), Berinudez (Purchas’s Pilgrims, vol. u.L v. 
c. 7. p. 1149—1188.), Lobo (Relation, &c.: par M. le Grand, with 
xv Dissertations, Paris, 1728,), and Tellez (Relations de Theve- 
not, part iv.), could only relate of modern Abyssinia what they had 
seen or invented. ‘The erudition of Ludolphus (list. AZuhiopica, 
Francofurt. 1681. Commentarius, 1691. Appendix, 1694), in 
twenty-five languages, could add little coneerming’ its ancient his- 
tory. Yct the fame of Caled, or Ellisthaus, the conqueror of Ye- 
men, is celebrated in national songs and legends. 

9 ‘The negociations of- Justinian with the Axumites, or /Ethio- 
pians, are recorded by Procopius (Persic, |. i. c. 19, 20.) and John 
Malela, tom. ti. p. 163—165. 193—196). The historian of Antioch 
quotes the original narrative of the ambassador Nonnosus, of which 
Photius (Bibliot. cod. iii.) has preserved a curious extract. 
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isle of Ceylon®, and seven kingdoms obeyed the 
Negus or supreme princeof Abyssinia. ‘The indc- 
pendence of the Homerites, who reigned in the rich | 
and happy Arabia, was first violated by an A‘thio- | 
pian conqueror: he drew his hereditary claim from 
the queen of Sheba®, and his ambition was sanc- 
tified by religious zeal. The Jews, powerful and 
active in exile, had seduced the mind of Dunaan, | 
prince of the Homerites. They urged him ta 
retaliate the persecution inflicted by the Imperial 
laws on their unfortunate brethren: some Roman 
merchants were injuriously treated; and several 
Christians of Negra” were honoured with the 
crown of martyrdom”. ‘The churches of Arabia 
implored the protection of the Abyssinian mo- 
narch. The Negus passed the Red Sea with 
a fleet and army, deprived the Jewish prosclytc 
of his kingdom and life, and extinguished a 
race of princes, who had ruled above two thou- 
sand years the sequestered region of myrrh and 


95 The trade of the Axumites to the coast of India and Africa, 
and the isle of Ceylon, is curiously represented by Cosmas Indico- 
pleustes (Topograph. Christian. L ll, p. 132. 138, 139, 140. 1. xi. 
p. 338, 339.). 

 Ludolph. Hist. et Comment. Aéthiop. |. ii. c. 3. 

% The city of Negra, or Nag’ran, in Yemen, is surrounded with 
palm trees, and stands in the high-road between Saana, the capitul, 
and Mecca ; from the former ten, from the latter twenty days jour- 
ney of a caravan of camels (Abulfeda, Descript. Arabiz, p. 52.). 

9 The martyrdom of St. Arethas, prince of Negra, and his thtee 
hundred and forty companions, is embellished in the legends of 
Metaphrastes and Nicephorus Callistus, copied by Baronius (A. D. 
522, No ¢3—66. A. D. 593, Ne 16—20.), and refuted, with obscure 
diligence, ‘by, Basnage (Hist. des Juifs, tom. xii. 1. viii. c. ii. p. 333 
—348.), who inveRtgee? —- state of the Jews in Arabia and 
/Ethiopia. 
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frankincense. The conqueror immediately an- cCuar. 
nounced the victory of the gospel, requested an *LI. 
* orthodox patriarch, and so warmly professed his 
friendship to the Roman empire, that Justinian 

" was flattered by the hope of diverting the silk trade 
through the channel of Abyssinia, and of exciting 

the forces of Arabia against the Persian king. 
Nonnosus, descended from g family of ambassadors, Their alli- | 
was named by the emperor to execute this imnpor- oe 
tant commission. He wisely declined the shorter, -\- D. +55. 
but more dangerous, road through the sandy 

deserts of Nubia; ascended the Nile, embarked on 

the Red Sea, and safely landed at the African port 

of Adulis, From Adulis to the reyal city of 
Axume is no more than fifty leagucs, in a dircet 

line; but the winding passes of the mountains de- 

tained the ambassador fifteen days ; and as he tra- 

versed the forests, he saw, and vagucly computed, 

about five thousand wild clephants. ‘The capital, 
according to his reportg was large and populous ; 

and the vidlage of Axume is still conspicuous by 

the regal coronations, by the ruins of a Christian 

temple, and by sixteen or seventeen obclisks in- 

scribed with Grecian characters”. But the Negus 

gave audience in the open ficld, seated on a lofty 

chariot, which was drawn by four elephants su- 

perbly caparisoned, and- surrounded by his nobles 

and musicians. _ Fle was clad in a lmen garment 


+ 


09 Alvarez (in Ramusio, tom. 1. fol. 219 vers, 22! vers.) saw the 
Rourishing state of Axume in-the year 1520—luogo molto bagnoe 
grande. It was ruined in the same centary by the Turkish invasion. 
No more than one hundred houses remain; but the memory of its 
past greatness is preserved by the regal coronation (Ludolph. Hist. 

_et Comment. I. il. c. 1t.). 
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| CHAP. and‘cap, holding in-his hand two javelins and a light 


XLII. 


shield; and, although his nakedness was imper- 
fectly covered, he displayed the Barbaric pomp 
of gold chains, collars, and bracelets, richly 
adorned with pearls and precious stones. The ° 
ambassador of Justinian knelt ; the Negus raised 
him from the ground, embraced Nonnosus, kissed 
the seal, perused the letter, accepted the Roman 
alliance, and, brandishing his weapons, denounced 
implacable war. against the worshippers of fire.’ 
But the proposal of the silk trade was eluded ;. 
and notwithstanding the assurances, and perhaps 
the. wishes, of the Abyssinians, these hostile me- 
naces evaporated without effect. The Home- 


rites were unwilling to abandon their aromatic 


groves, to explore a sandy desert, and to en- 
counter, after all their fatigues, a formidable 
nation from whom they had never received 
any personal injuries. Instead of enlarging his 
conquests, the king of Atthiopia was incapable 
of defending his possessions. Abrahah, the slave 
of a Roman merchant of Adulis, assumed the 
sceptre of the Homerites; the troops of Africa 
were seduced by the luxury of the climate; and 
Justinian solicited the friendship of the usurper, 
who honoured, with a slight tribute, the supre- 
macy of his prince. After a long series of pros- 
perity, the power of Abrahah was overthrown 
before the gates of Mecca; his children’ were 
despoiled by the Persian conqueror; and the 
Hthiopians were finally ‘expelled from the con- - 
tinent of Asia, This nairative of obscure and 
remote events is not foreign to the decline and 
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fall ofthe Roman empire, If’ Christm power crap. 
had heen maintained in Arabia, Mahomet must HE 

- have been rushed in hie cradle, and Abysinis 

would have prevented a revolution which ha 


* changed the civil and religious state of the 
world 


1 The revolutions of Yemen in the sixth century must be 
collected from Procopius (Persic, . i. e. 19, 20.) Theophanes 
Byzant. (npud Phot. cod. lit p. 80.), St. Theophanes (in Chrono. 

“gpuph, p. 144, 145. 186, 189. 206, 207. who i fl of strange 
blunders), Pocock (Specimen Hist. Arb, p62. 65,), D'Herbelt 
(Bibliot. Orientale, p. 12. 477.), and Sale’s Preliminary Discoune 
and Koran (c. 105.). The revolt of Abrahah is mentioned by 
Procopius; and his fall, though clouded with miricles, is an 
historical fact, 
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Rebellions of Africa, -— Restoration of the Gothic — 
Kingdom by Totila. — Loss and Recovery of 
Rome. — Final Conquest of Italy by Nayses.— 
Extinction of the Ostrogoths. — Defeat of the 
Franks and Alemanni. — Last Victory, Dis- 
grace, and Death of Belisarius. — Death and 
Charaiter of Justinian.—Comet, Earthquakes, 
and Plague. 


CHAP. THE review of the nations from the Danube to 
XLII.” the Nile has exposed, on every side, the weak- 
ness Of the Romans; and our wonder is reason- 
ably excited that they should presume to enlarge 
an empire, whose ancient limits they were in- 
capable of defending. But the wars, the con- 
quests, and the triumphs of Justinian, are the 
feeble and pernicious efforts of old age, which 
exhaust thc remains of strength, and accelerate 
the decay of the powers of life. He exulted in 
the glorious act of restoring Africa and Italy to 
the republic; but the calamities which followed 
the departure of Belisarius betrayed the impo- 
tence. e. conqueror, and accomplished the 
ruin of those yinfortunate countries. 
The trou. From hig. new acquisitions, J ustinian expected 
ae ~ that his avarice, as well as pride, should be richly 
A.D. ' gratified.. A rapacioits minister of the finances 
closely pursued the footsteps of Belisarius ; and as 
the old registers of onto) had been burnt by the . 
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' Vandals, he indulged his fancy in a liberal cal- cyap 
culation and arbitrary assessment of’ the wealth of eee 
Africa’. The-increase of taxes, which were drawn en 
away by a distant sovereign, and a general re- 
sumption of the patrimony or crown lands, soon 

“dispelled the intoxication of the public joy: but 
the emperor was insensible to the modest complaints 
of the people, till he was awakened and alarmed 

. by the clamours of military discontent. Many of 
the Roman soldiers had married the widows and 
daughters ‘of the Vandals. As their own, by the 
double right of conquest and inheritance, they 
claimed the estates which Genseric had assigned 
to his victorious troops. They heard with disdain 
the cold and selfish representations of thcir officers, 
that the liberality of Justinian had raiscd them 
from a savage or:servile condition ; that they were 
already enriched by the spoils of Africa, the trea- 
sure, the slaves, and the moveables, of the van- 
quished Barbarians; and that the ancient and 
lawful patrimony of the emperors would be applied 
only to the support of that government on which 
their own safety and reward must ultimately de- 
pend. The mutiny was secretly inflamed by a 
thousand soldiers, for the most part Heruli, who 


1 For the troubles of Africa, I neither have nor desire another 
guide than Procopius, whose eye contemplated the” lunage, and 
whose ear collected the reports, of the memorable cvents of his 
own times. In the second book of the Vandalic war he relates the 
revolt of Stoza (c. 14—24.), the return of Belisarius (c. 15.), the | 
victory of Germanus (c. 16, 17, 18.), the second administration of 
Solomon (c. 19, 20, 21.) the governinent of Sergius (c. 22, 23.), of 
Areobindus (c. 24.), the tyranny and death of Gontharis (c. 25, 26, | 

. £7, 28.) ; vorcan I discern any symptomis of flattery or malevolence — 
* in his various portraits. 
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had imbibed the doctrines, and were instigated by 
the clergy, of the Arian sect; and the cause of 
perjury and rebellion was sanctified by the dis- 
pensing powers of fanaticism. The Arians de- 
plored the ruin of their church, triumphant above 
a century in Africa; and they were justly provoked 
by the laws of the conqueror, which interdicted the 
baptism of their children, and the exercise of all 
religious worship. Of the Vandals chosen by Beli- 
sarius, the far greater part, in the honours of the 
Eastern service, forgot their country and religion. 
But a generous band of four hundred obliged the 
mariners, when they were in sight of the isle of 
Lesbos, to alter their course: they touched on Pe- 
Joponnesus, ran ashore on a desert coast of Africa, 
and boldly erected, on Mount Aurasius, the stand- 
ard of independence and revolt. While the troops 
of the province disclaimed the commands of their 
superiors, a conspiracy was formed at Carthage 
against the life of Solomon, who filled with 
honour the place of Belisarius; and the Arians 
had piously resolved to sacrifice the tyrant at 
the foot of the altar, during the awful mysteries 
of the festival of Easter. Fear or remorse re- 
strainéd the daggers of the assassins, but the pa- 
tiénce of Solomon emboldened their discontent ; : 
and ‘at the end of tén' days, a furious sedition 
was ‘kindled in the Circus, which desolated 


’ Aftica above ten: years. “The: pillage of the city, 
- atid’ the indiscriminate’ slaughter of its inhabit- 


ants, were suspended only ‘by darkness, sleep, 


anid ‘intoxication: the governor, with seven 
companions, “among whom ‘was the historian 
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Procopius, escaped to Sicily: two-thirds of the 
army were involved in the guilt of treason; and 
eight thousand insurgents, assembling in the field 
of Bulla, elected Stoza for their chief, a private 
soldier, who possessed in a superior degree the 
.virtues of a rebel. Under the mask of freedom, 

is eloquence could lead, or at least impel, the 
passions of his equals. He raised himsclf toa 
level with Belisarius, and the nephew of the 
emperor, by daring to encounter them in the 
field; and the victorious generals were com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that Stoza deserved a 
purer cause, and a more legitimate command. 
Vanquished in battle, he dexterously employed 
the arts of negociation ; a Roman army was se- 
duced from their allegiance, and the: chiefs who 
had trusted to his faithless promise were murdered 
by his order in achurch of Numidia. When every 
resource, either of force or perfidy, was exhausted, 
Stoza, with some desperate Vandals, retired to 
the wilds of Mauritania, obtained the daughter 
of a Barbarian prince, and eluded tbe pursuit of 
his enemies, by the report of his death. ‘The 
personal weight of Belisarius, the rank, the spirit, 
and the temper, of Germanus, the emperor's 
nephew, and the vigour and success of the second 
administration of the eunuch Solomon, restored 
the modesty of the camp, and maintained for a 
while the tranquillity of Africa. But the vices 
of the Byzantine court were felt in that distant 
province; the troops complained that they were 
neither paid nor relieved, and as soon as the pub- 
.lic disorders were sufficiently mature, Stoza .was 
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‘CHAP, again alive, in arms, and at the gates of Carthage. 


LHI. 
ar 


He fell in a single combat, but he smiled in the 
agonies of death, when he was informed that 
his own javelin had .reachéd the heart of his 
antagonist. The example of Stoza, and the as- 
surance that a fortunate soldier had been the. 
first king, encouraged the ambition of Gontharis, 
and he promised, by a private treaty, to divide 


_Africa with the Moors, if, with their dangerous 


aid, he should ascend the throne of Carthage. ° 
The feeble Areobindus, unskilled in the affairs of 
peace and war, was raised, by his marriage with 


- the niece of ‘Justinian, to the office of exarch. 


He was suddenly oppressed by a sedition of the 
guards, and his abject supplications, which pro- 
voked the contempt, could not move the pity, of 
the inexorable tyrant. After a reign of thirty 
days, Gontharis himself was stabbed at a ban- 
quet by the hand of Artaban; .and it is singular 
enough, that an Armenian prince, of the royal 
family of Arsaces, should re-establish at Carthage 
the authority of the Roman empire. In the con- 
spiracy which unsheathed the dagger of Brutus 
against the life of Cesar, every circumstance is 
curious and important to the eyes of posterity: 
but the guilt or merit of these-loyal or rebellious 
assassins could imterest only the contemporaries 
of Procopius, who, by their hopes and fears, 
their friendship or resentment, were personally 
engaged in the revolutions of Africa *. 

2 Yet I must not refuse him the merit of painting, in lively co-_ 
Jours, the murder of Gontharis. One of the assassins uttered a 


sentiment not unworthy of a Roman patriot: “If I fail,’ said 
Artasires, “ in the first stroke, kill me on the pel lest the rack’ - 


' “ should extort a discovery of my accomplices.” 
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That country was rapidly sinking into the state 
of barbarism, from whence it had been raised by J 
the Pheenician colonies and Roman laws: and 
evcry step of intestine discord was marked by 
some deplorable victory of savage man over civi- 
lized society. The Moors*, though ignorant of 
‘justice, were Impatient of oppression: their va- 
grant life and boundless wilderncss disappointed 
the arms, and eluded the chains, of a conaueror ; 
and experience had shewn, that neither oaths 
nor obligations could secure the fidclity of their 
attachment. ‘The victory of Mount Auras had 
awed them into momentary submission; but if 
they respected the character of Solomon, they 
hated and despised the pride and luxury of his two 
nephews, Cyrus and Sergius, on whom their uncle 
had imprudently bestowed the provincial govern- 
ments of Tripoli and Pentapolis. A Moorish 
tribe encamped under the walls of Leptis, to re- 
new their alliance, and receive from tlic governor 
the customary gifts. Fourscore of their deputies 
were introduced as friends into the city; but, on 
the dark suspicion of a conspiracy, they were mas- 
sacred at the table of Sergius; and tlie clamour 
of arms and revenge was re-cchoed through the 
vallies of Mount Atlas, from both the Syrtes to 
the Atlantic Ocean. A personal injury, the un- 
just execution or murder of his brother, rendered 
Antalas the enemy of the Romans. The defeat 
of the Vandals had formerly signalized his valour; 

3 The Moorish wars are occasionally introduced into the marra- 
tive of Procopius (Vandal. |. ii. c. 19—23. 25. 27, 28. Gothic. 1. 


iv. c. 17.); and Theophanes adds some prosperous and adver-e 
. events in the last years of Justinian. 
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' emperor that the peace of Africa might be se- 
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the:ieadiments of justice and prudence were still. 
more conspicuous. ia: Moor; and while ‘he laid 
" Adrumetum ‘in ashes; hexgalmly admonished the 


cured by the recall of Solomon and his unworthy 
nephews. The exarch led forth his-troops from _ 
Carthage : but, at the distance of six days journey 
in. the neighbourhood of Tebeste*, he was asto- 
nished by the superior numbers and fierce aspect - 
of the Barbarians. He proposed a treaty; soli- - 

cited a reconciliation ; and offered to bind him- 
self by the most solemn oaths. “ By what oaths 
“can he bind himself?”. interrupted the indig- 

nant Moors. “ Will he swear by the gospels, 
“ the divine books of the Christians? It was on 
“ those books that the faith of his nephew Sergius 
“was pledged to eighty of our innocent and un- 
“fortunate brethren. Before we ‘trust them a 
“second time, let us try their efficacy in the 
“ chastisement of perjury and the vindication of 
“their own honour.” Their honour was vindi- 
eated in the field of -Tebeste, by the death of 
Solomon, and the total loss of his army. ‘The ar- 
rival of fresh troops and more skilful commanders, ' 
seon checked the insolence of the Moors; seven- 
teen ef their princes: were. slain. in the same bat- . 
tle; and the doubtful and :transient submission of 


* Now Tibesh, in ‘the kingdom of' Algiers. It is watered by a 
river, the Sujerass,. which falls into the Mejerda (Bagradaz.) Tibesh 
is stil] remarkable for its walls of large stones (like the Coliseym 
of Rome), a fountain, and a grove of walnut-trees : the country is 
fruitful; and: the neighbouririg Berebiéres: are warlike. Tt appears 
from an inscription, that, under the reign of Adrian, the road from 
Carthage to Tebeste was ¢énstricted by the third legion etarronl. 
Description de |’ Afrique, tom. ii. p. 44%; 443: Shaw’s Trav els, p 
64, 65, 66.). 
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their tribes: was eelebratéd with’ lavish applause - 
by the people of Constantinople. Successive in- 

roads had reduced the ‘province of Africa to one 
thied ef the measure of Italy; yet the Roman em- 
perors continued to reign above a century over 
Carthage, and the fruitful coast of the Mediter- 
ranean. But the victories and the losses of Justi- 
nian were alike pernicious. to mankind; and such 
was the desolation of Africa, that in many parts a 
stranger might wander whole days without meet- 
ing the face either of a friend or an enemy. The 
nation of the Vandals had disappeared; they once 
amounted to an hundred and sixty thousand war- 
riors, without imcluding the children, the women, 
or the slaves. ‘Their numbers were infinitely sur- 
passed by the number of the Moorish families ex- 
tirpated in a relentless war; and the same destruc- 
tion was retaliated on the Romans and their allics, 
who perished by the climate, thcir mutual quar- 
rels, and the rage of the Barbarians. When Pro- 
copius first landed, he admired the, populousness 
of the cities and country, strenuously exercised in 


the labours of commerce and agriculture. In- 


-less than twenty years, that busy scene was con- 
verted into a silent solitude; the wealthy citizens 
escaped to Sicily and Constantinople; and the sc- 
cret historian has confidently affirmed, that five 
millions of Africans were consumed by the wars 
and government of the emperor Justinian °. 

The jealousy of the’ Byzantine court had net 
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permitted Belisarius to atchieve the conquest. of A.D. 540. 


> Pyocopius, Anecdot. c. 18 The series of the African hiptory 
attests this melancholy truth. 
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cuap. Italy: and his abrupt departure revived the cou- 
XLII. yage of the Goths’, who respected his genius, his 
virtue, and even the laudable motive which had 
urged the servant of Justinian to deceive and re- 
ject them. They had lost their king (an incon- 
siderable loss), their capital, their treasures, the~ 
provinces from Sicily to the Alps, and the mili- 
tary force of two hundred thousand Barbarians, 
magnificently equipped with horses and arms. | 
Yet all was not lost, as long as Pavia was defended 
by one thousand Goths, ‘inspired by a sense of 
honour, the love of freedom,,and the memory of 
their past greatness. The supreme command was 
unanimously offered to the brave Uraias; and it 
was in his eyesalone that the disgrace of his uncle 
Vitiges could appear as a reason of exclusion. 
His voice inclined the election in favour of Hil- 
dibald, whose personal merit was recommended 
by the vain hope that his kinsman Theudes, the 
Spanish monarch, would support ‘the common in- 
terest of the Gothic nation. The success of his 
arms in Liguria and Venetia seemed to justify 
their choice; but he soon declared to the world, 
that he was incapable of forgiving or. conimanding 
his’ benefactor. The consort of Hildibald was 
deeply wounded ‘by the beauty, the. riches, and 
the Pride of the wife of Uraias; and the death of 


6 In the sicoa (c. 30. ) and tihind books (c. 140: ds Procopius 
continues the history of the Gothic war from the fifth to.the fifteenth 
year of Justinian.’ As the events are jess interesting than in the 
fortmer period, he allots‘ ohly’ half the space to double the, time. 
Jornandes, and the Chronicle of'Marcellinus,’afford some collateral 


hints. Sigonins, Pagi, ne Mascon, ae De Buat, are e useful. 
and have been’ ati 
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that virtuous patriot excited the indignation of a crap. 
XLUI. 
a e/ 


free people. A bold assassin executed their scn- 
tence by striking off the head of Hildibald in the 
midst of a banquet: the Rugians, a forcign tribe, 
assumed the privilege of election; and Totila, the 
nephew of the late king, was tempted, by revenge, 
tu dcliver himself and the garrison of Trevigo into 
the hands of the Romans. But the gallant and 
accomplished youth was casily persuaded to ;rcfer 
the Gothic throne before the service of Justinian ; 
and as soon as the palace of Pavia had becn 
purified from the Rugian usurpcr, he reviewed the 
national force of five thousand soldiers, and genc- 
rously undertook the restoration of the kingdom 
of Italy. »' 

The successors of Belisarius, eleven generals 
of equal rank, neglected to crush the feeble and 
disunited Goths, till they were roused to action 


Justinian. The gates of Verona were seeretly 
opened to Artabazus, at the head of onc hun- 
dred Persians in the service of the empire. The 
Goths fled from the city. At the distance of 
sixty furlongs the Roman gencrals halted to re- 
gulate the division of the spoil. While they dis- 
puted, the enemy discovered the real number of 
the victors: the Persians were instantly over- 
powered, and it was by leaping from the wal] 
that Artabazus preserved a life which he lost in 
a few days by the lance of a Barbarian, who 
had defied him to single combat. Twenty thou- 
sand Romans encountered the forces of Tutila, 
near Facnza, and on the hills of Mugello, of 


Victoric: 
of Totila, 
hing: of 


lial 


by the progress of Totila and the reproaches of = - 
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cHap. the Florentine territory. The ardour ‘of. freed- 


XLITI. 


men, who fought to: regain their céuntry, was 
opposed to the languid temper of mercenary 
troops, who were even destitute of the merits of 
strong and well-disciplined servitude. On the 
first attack they abandoned their ensigns, threw 


down their arms, and dispersed on all sides with 


an .active speed, which abated the loss, whilst it 
aggravated the shame, of their defeat.. ‘The 
king of the Goths, who blushed for the baseness 
of his enemies, pursued with rapid steps the path 
of. honour. and victory. Totila passed the Po, 
traversed the Apennine, suspended the impor- 
tant conquest of Ravenna, Florence, and Rome, 
and marched through the heart of Italy, to form 
the siege, or rather blockade, of Naples. The 
Roman chiefs, imprisoned in their respective 
cities, and accusing each other of the common 
disgrace, did not. presume to disturb his enter- 
prise. But the emperor, alarmed by the distress 
and danger of his Italian conquests, dispatched 
to the relief of Naples a fleet of. gallies and a 
body of Thracian and Armenign soldiers. They 
Janded in Sicily, which yiclded its copious stores 
of provisions; but the delays of the new, com- 
mander, an; unwarlike magistrate, protracted. the 
sufferings of the besieged; and the succours, which 
he dropt with a timid and tardy hand, were 
successively intercepted ‘by. the armed vessels 


_ stationed ‘by Totila in the. bay of Naples. ‘The 


principal ‘officer of the Romans was dragged, 
with a ope round -his neck, to the foot of the 
wall, from whence, with a trembling voice, he 
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exhorted the citizens to implore, like himsclf, the 
mercy of the conqueror. They requested a truce, 
with a promise of surrendering the city, if no 


effectual relief should appear at the end of thirty 


days. Instead of one month, the audacious Bar- 
barian granted them three, in the just confidence 
that famine would‘ anticipate the term of their 
capitulation. After the reduction of Naples and 
‘Cume, the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and 
‘Calabria, submitted to the king of the Goths. 
Totila led his army to the gates of Rome, pitched 
his camp at Tibur, or Tivoli, within twenty miles 
of the capital, and calmly exhorted the senate and 
people to compare the tyranny of the Grecks with 
the blessings of the Gothic reign. 

The rapid success of Totila may be partly as- 
cribed to the revolution which three years expe- 
rience had produced in the sentiments of the 
Italians. At the command, or at least in the 
name, of a Catholic emperor, the pope’, their 
spiritual father, had been torn from the Roman 
church, and either starved or murdered on a de- 
sdlate island®. ‘The virtues of Belisarius were re- 
placed by the various or uniform vices of eleven 
chiefs, at Rome, Ravenna, Florence, Perugia, 
Spoleto, &. who abused their authority for the 


7 Sylverius, bishop of Rome, was frst transported to Patara, in 
Lycia, and at length starved (sub eorum custodiA inedia confectns) 
im the isle of Palmar: A.D. 538, June 20(Laberat. in Brevtar. c. 22. 
Anastasius, in Sylverio. Baronius, A.D. 540. No. 9, 3. Pagi, in Vit. 
Pont. tom. i. p. 285, 286.). —— (Anecdot. c. 1.) accuses 


spe! the empress and Antonina.” 
8 Palmaria, a sinall island, opposite to Ferracina and the coast af 


the Volsei (Cluyer. lial. Antiq. 1. ti, oc. 7. ps 1Q14). 
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indilgenee of lust or. avarice. ‘The improvement 
of the revenue was, committed to Alexander, a 


subtle scribe, long practiged in the fraud and op- 


pression of the Byzantine schools; and whose name 
of Psallictton, the scissars*®, was drawn from the 
dextrous artifice with which he reduced the size, 
without defacing the figure, of the gold coin. In- 
stead of expecting the restoration of peace and in- 
dustry, he imposed an heavy assessment on the’ 
fortunes of the Italians. Yet his present or future 
demands were less odious than a prosecution of 
arbitrary rigour against the persons and property of 
all those, who, under the Gothic kings, had been 
conecrned in the receipt and expenditure of the 
public money. The subjects of Justinian, who 
escaped these partial vexations, were oppressed by 
the irregular maintenance of the soldiers, whom 
Alexandcr defrauded and despised ; and their hasty 
sallies in quest of wealth, or subsistence, provoked 
the inhabitants of the country to await or implorc 
their deliverance from the virtues of a Barbarian. 
Totila” was chaste and tempcrate ; and none were 
deceived, either friends or enemies, who depended 
on his faith or hisclemency. To the husbandmen 
of Italy the Gothic king issued a weleome procla- 


mation, enjoining them to pursue their important 


- 9 As the Logathete Alénander, and most of his civil and military 


colleagues, | were either disgraced or despised, the ink of the Anec- 
dotes {c. ‘4, 5. 18:) is scarcely blacker than that of the Gothic His- 


‘tory (lv Hie cv 153; 4) 9. 20;'21,' &e.). 


. WW; Procopius_ (1. dit. c: 8. 8, ac.) does ample and willing justice 


to the merit of Totila. The: Roman historians, from Sallust and 


Tacitus, were ‘happy to ‘forget tlic yices of Bios countrymen in “the 
contemplation ' of Barbdtic'virtue. “7° 
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labours, and to rest assured, that, ‘on the pay- CHAP. 
ment of the ordinary taxes they should be defended “tI! 


by his valour and discipline from the injuries of war. 
The strong towns he successively attacked ;.and as 
soon as they had yielded to his arms, he demolished 
the fortifications; to save the people from the 
calamities of a future siege, to deprive the Ro- 
mans of the arts of defence, and to decide the 
‘tedious quarrel of the two nations, by an equal 
‘and honourable conflict in the field of battle. The 
Roman captives and deserters were tempted to 
enlist in the service of a liberal and courtcous ad- 
versary; the slaves were attracted by the firm and 
faithful promise, that they should never be de- 
livered to their masters; and from the thousand 
warriors of Pavia, a new people, under the samc 
appellation of Goths, was insensibly formed in the 
eamp of Totila. He sincerely accomplished the 
articles of capitulation, without seeking or accepting 
any sinister advantage from ambiguous expressions 
or unforeseen events: the garrison of Naples had 
stipulated, that they should be transported by 
sea; the obstinacy of the winds prevented their 
voyage, but they were generously supplicd with 


horses, provisions, and a safe-conduct to the gates . 


of Rome. 'The wives of the senators, who had 
been surprised in the villas of Campania, were re- 
stored, - without a ransom, to their husbands; the 
violation of female chastity was inexorably chas- 
tised with death; and in the salutary regulation 
of the diet of the famished Neapolitans, the con- 
queror assumed the office of an humane and at- 
tentive physician. The virtues of Totila arc 
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cHaP. equally laudable, whether they proceeded. from 
XLII. true policy, religious principle, or the instinct of 
humanity: he often harangued his troops; and it 
was his constant theme, that national vice. and 
ruin are inseparably connected ; that victory is the 
fruit of moral as well as military. virtue ; and that 
the prince, and even the people, are responsible for 
the crimes which they neglect to punish. 
Seca _ The return of Belisarius to save the country’ 
of Belisa- Which he had subdued was pressed with equal ve-' 
ia, hemence by his friends and enemies; and the 
a Gothic war was imposed as:a trust or an exile, on 
' the veteran commander. An -hero on the banks 
of the Euphrates, a slave in the palace of Constan- 
tinople, he accepted, with reluctanee, the painful 
task of supporting his own reputation, and re- 
trieving the faults of his suecessors. The sea was 
open to the Romans: the ships and soldiers were 
assembled at Salona, near the palace of Diocle- 
tian:: he refreshed and reviewed his treops at 
Pola.in Istria, coasted round:.the head of the Ha- 
driatic, entered the port of Ravenna, : and. dis- 
patched orders.rather than supplies to the suber- 
dinate cities.. ; His‘ first public :oration was -ad- 
' dressed. to the.Gsoths and Romaus, in -the- name 
of: the. emperor,-who, ‘had -suspended fora while 
the conquest of Persia, and listened to the prayers 
of his Italian subjects. He gently touched.on 
the ‘causes. and* thé authors of::the recent: disas- 
ters ; striving to rezhove the fear: -of .punishment 
for.:the past;and the hope of impunity. for the 
future, and labourmg, with more zeal than success, 
to: unite all the members :of bis government in 2. 
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firm league: of affection and obedience. Justi. 
nian, his gracious master; was inclined to par- 
don and reward ; and it was their interest, as well 
as duty, to reclaim their deluded brethren, who 
" had been seduced by the arts of the usurper. Not 
& man was tempted to: desert the standard of the 
Gothic king. Belisarius soon discovered, that he 
was sent to remain the idle and impotent spectator 
“of the glory of a young Barbarian; and his own 
" epistle exhibits a genuine and lively picture of the 
distress of a noble mind. “Most excellent prince, 
we are arrived in Italy, destitute of all the ncces- 
_“ sary implements of war, men, horses, arms, and 
“money. In our late circuit through the villages 
“of Thrace-and“Illyricum, we have collected, 
“with extreme difficulty, about four. thousand 
“recruits, naked, and unskilled in the use of 
“ weapons and the exercises of the camp. The 
soldiers already stationed in ‘the province are 
“ discontented, fearful, and dismayed; at the 
- sound of. an enemy, they dismiss their horses, 
“ and east their arms.on the ground. No taxes 
“ gan be raised, since Italy is in-the hands of the 
“ Barbarians: the failure ‘of. payment has do- 
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‘ prived us of the right of eommand, or even of 


“:admonition.. Be. assured, dread: -Sir, that the 
“greater part of your troops fiave already de- 
“ serted to the Goths. Ifthe war could be at« 
“chieved -by the presence. of Belisarius. alone, 
“ your wishes: are satisfied ; Belisariue is.in the 
“ midst of Italy. But if you desire. to conquer, 
“ far other preparations are requisite: .withont 2 
. “ military force, thé title of general is an empty 
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“name. It would be expedient - to restore to my 
“ gervice my own veterans and domestic guards. 
“ Before I can take the field, I must receive an 
“ adequate supply of light and heavy armed 
“ troops; and it is only with ready money that 
“ you can procure the indispensable aid of a 
“ powerful body of the cavalry of the Huns”™.” 
An officer in whom Belisarius confided was sent 
from Ravenna to hasten and conduct the sue- 
cours; but the message. was neglected, and the 
yhessenger was detained at Constantinople by an 


- advantageous marriage. After his patience had 


Rome be- 
siegcd b 
the Got Ss 
A. D. 5465 
May. 


been cxhausted by delay and disappointment, the 
Roman general re-passed the Hadriatic, and cx- 
pected at Dyrrachium the arrival of the troops, 
which were slowly assembled among the subjects 
and allies of the empire. His powers were still 
inadequate to the deliverance of Rome,’ which 
was closely besieged by the Gothic king. The 
Appian way,a march of forty days, was covered 
by the Barbarians; and as the prudence of Beli- 
sarius declined a battle, he preferred the safe and 
speedy navigation of five days from the coast of 
Epirus to the mouth of the Tyber. 

After reducing, by force or treaty, the towns of 
inferior note in the midland provinces of Italy, 
Totila proceeded, not to assault, but to encompass 
and starve, the ancient capital. Rome was afflicted 


. by the avarice, and guarded by the valour, of 


Bessas, a veteran chief of Gothic extraction, who 


11 Brocapias: 1. jit. iz. The soul of an hero i is decply impres- 
sed on the letter; nor can .we confound such genuine and original 
acts with the elaborate and often emiptyYpecohes of the Byzantine - 
historians. 
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filled, with a garrison of three thousand soldicrs, 
the spacious circle of her venerable walls. From 
the distress of the people he extracted a_profit- 
able trade, and secretly rejoiced in the continu- 
ance of the siege. It was for his use that the grana- 
ries had been replenished : the charity of pope Vi- 


gilius had purchased and embarked an ample sup- 


ply of Sicilian corn; but the vessels which escaped 
the Barbarians were scized by a rapacious gover- 
nor, who imparted a scanty sustenance to the sol- 
diers, and sold the remainder to the wealthy 
Romans. The medimuus, or fifth part of the 
quarter of wheat, was exchanged for scven picces 
of gold; fifty picces were given for an cx, a rare 
and accidental priae; the progress of famine en- 
hanced this exorbitant value, and the merce- 
narics were tempted to deprive themselves of the 
allowance which was scarcely sufficient for the 
support of life. A tasteless and unwholesome 
mixture, in which the bran thrice exceeded the 
quantity of fiour, appeased the hungcr of the 
poor; they were gradually reduced to feed on 
dead horses, dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly 
to snatch the grass, and even the nettles which 


grew among the ruins of the city. A crowd of 


spectres, pale and emaciated, their bodies op- 
pressed with disease, and their minds with des- 
pair, surrounded the palace of the governor, 
urged, with unavailing truth, that it was the 
duty of a master to maintain his slaves, and 
humbly requested, that he would provide for 
their subsistence, permit their flight, or com. 
mand their immediate cxccution. Lvssas replicd, 
with unfeeling tranquillity, that it was impossibly 
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CHAP. “to feed, unsafe to dismiss, ‘and. unlawful to kill; 
Poke the subjects of the emperor. Yet the example 
of a private citizen might have shewn his country- 
‘men that a tyrant cannot withhold the privilege 
of death. Pierced by the cries of five children, 
who vainly called on their father for ‘bread, he 
- ordered them to- follow his steps, advanced with 
calm and silent despair-to one of the bridges of 
the Tyber, and, covering his face, threw him- 
‘self headlong into the stream, in the presetice of | 
his family and the Roman people. To the rich 
. and pusillanimous, Bessas ** sold the permission of 
departure ; but the greatest part of the fugitives 
‘expired on the public highways, or were inter- 
cepted by the flying parties of Barbarians. In 
the mean while, the artful governor soothed the 
discontent, and revived the hopes, of the Romans, 
by the vague reports of:the fleets and armies which 
-were hastening‘to their relief-from the extremities 
Of the East. _ They“ derived more rational com- 
fort froin the assurancé that Belisarius ‘had landed 
at the port ; and, without mambeting his forces, 
they firmly relied. on ‘the humanity, the courage, 
and the skill of their great deliverer. °- 
 Delisa- ‘Whe’ foresight’ of “Totila ‘had’ raised obstacles 
img. ae ae oe ae aes “ ri. 
wotthy of‘ guch‘an‘‘antagonist: Nitiety furlongs 
below the dity; ih ‘the narrowest ‘part of the river, 
“he joitted ‘the''two"banks by’ strong and solid 


timbers ib the“furm‘of a bridge ;*'on which ‘he 
: Ma say tyre Fe aie Aings a 
__ 1 The avarice of Bessag is not dissembled by Procopius (I. ili. c. 


17. 20.). Heexpiated the 1636 of Rome by the glorious conquest of 
Petreca' (Goth Aliv. c1e,y;/but-the simne vices fallowed him from 
she T'yber to the Phasis (¢, 13.) 5 and ustorian is equally true to 
the merits and defects of ‘his character.” ‘Lhe chastisement which 
thie huthot of the romance of Belisaire has inflictét on the oppressor 
of Rome is more agreeable to justice than to historv. 
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‘eretted two lofty towers, manned ,by the bravest. CHAP. 
of hig Goths, and profusely stored with missile XLII. 


weapons and engines of offence. The approach 
of the bridge and towers was covered by a strong 
and massy chain of iron; and the chain, at either 
end, on the opposite sides of the Tyber, was de- 
fended by a numerous and chosen detachment 
of archers. But the enterprise of forcing these 
barriers, and relieving the capital, displays a 
shining example of the boldness and conduct of 
Belisarius. His cavalry advanced from the port 
along the public road, to awe the motions, and 
distract the attention, of the enemy. His in- 
fantry and provisions were distributed in two 
hundred large boats; and each boat was.shielded 
by an high rampart of thick planks, picrced with 
many small holes for the discharge of missile wea- 
pons. In the front, two large vessels were linked 
together to sustain a floating castle, which com- 
manded thé towers of .the bridge, and contained 
a magazine of. fire, sulphur, .and bitumen. The 
whole fleet, which the general.led in person, was 
laboriously moved against the current of the river. 
The chain yielded to .the, weight, and the enc- 
mies who guarded the. banks were either slaip or. 
scattered., .As.soon as they, touched, the principal 
barrier, the fire-ship was, instantly grappled to the 
bridge; .one of the towers, with ‘twa hyndreq 
Goths, was consumed: by .the, flames; the assail 
ants shouted victory; and Rome. was saved, if 
_the wisdom of Belisarius had not been defeated 
by the misconduct of his officers. He had. pre- 
_ Viously sent ordegg'to Bessas to second hig- opera- 
tions by a timely sally from the town ; and he had 
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cap. fixed:his lieutenant, Isaac, by a peremptory com. 
LIN. mand, to the station of the port. But avarice 
| rendered Bessas immoveable; while the youthful 
ardour of Isaac delivered him into the hands of 
a superior enemy. The exaggcrated rumour of 

his defeat was hastily carried to the ears of Beli- 

sarius : he paused ; betrayed in that single moment 

of his life some emotions of surprise and _per- 
plexity; and reluctantly sounded a retreat to 

save his wife Antonina, his treasures, and the 

only harbour which he possessed on the Tuscan 

coast. . The vexation of his mind produced an 

ardent and almost mortal fever; and Rome was 

left without protection’ to the mercy or indigna- 

tion of Totila. The continuance of | hostilities 

had embittered the national hatred; the Arian 

clergy was ignominiously driven from Rome; Pe- 

jagius, the archdeacon, returned without success 

from an embassy to the Gothic camp; and a Si- 
cilian’bishop, the envoy or nuncio of. the pope, 

was deprived of both his hands,: for daring to 

uttcr falschoods in the service of the church and 

State. st an “7 : 

Rome. , Famine had relaxed the strength and discipline 
the Goths, of the garrison-of Rome. They could derive no 
oS haa effectual service from a-dying people; and the 
inhuman avarice of ‘the merchant at length ab- 

sorbed the vigilance of the governor. Four Isau- 
‘Tian-epntinels, while their companions slept, and 

» their officers were absent, descended by a rope from 
‘the-wall, and .seeretly proposed to the Gothic king 

to introduce, his. troops into the. city: The offer 

was entertained ‘with: caldness Apd suspicion; they 
xeturned in. safety : ‘they twice tepeated. their visit ; 
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the place was twice'examined ; the conspiracy was CHAP. 
known and disregarded ; and no sooner had Totila *LIU- 


_consented to the attempt, than they unbarred the 
Asinarian gate, and gave admittance to the 
Goths. Till the dawn of day they halted in order 


of battle, apprehensive of treachery or ambush; 


but the troops of Bessas, with their leader, had 
already escaped; and when the king was pressed 
to disturb their retreat, he prudently replica, that 
no sight could be more grateful than that of a fly- 
ing enemy. The patricians, who were still pos- 
sessed of horses, Decius, DBasilius, &c. accompa- 
nied the governor; their brethren, among whom 
Olybrius, Orestes, and Maximus, are named by 
the historian, took refuge in the church of St.-Pc- 
ter: but the assertion, that only five hundred 
persons remained in the capital, inspires some 
doubt of the fidelity either of his narrative or of 
his text. As soon as day-light had displayed the 
entire victory. of the Goths, their monarch de- 
voutly ‘visited the tomb of the prince of the apos- 
tles; but while he prayed at the altar, twenty- 
five soldiers, and sixty citizens, were put to the 
sword in the vestibule of the temple. The arch- 


deacon Pelagius * stood before him with the gos-- 


pels in his hand. “ OQ Lord, be merciful to your 
‘* servant.” “ Pelagius,” said Totila with an 
insulting smile, “ your pride now condescends 
* to become ‘a supplian aren I am a supphant,” 


13 During the long exile, and after the death of Vigilius, the Ro- 
man church was governed, at first by the archdeacon, and at length 
(A. D. 555.) by the pope Pelagiua, who was not thought guiltless of 
the sufferings of his predecessor. Secthe original lives of she popes 
_ under the-name of Anastatius (Muratori, Script. Rer. Italicarum, 
tom. ii. P. i, p. 130, 131.); who relates several curious incidents of 
the sicgds of Rome and the wars of Ttalv 
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cHap. replied the prudent archdeacon; “ God has now 
| RLY. | « made us your. subjects, and as your subjects, 

" & we are entitled to your clemency.” At his 
humble prayer, the lives of the Romans were 
spared; and the chastity of the maids and ma - 
trons was preserved inviolate from the passions of 
the hungry soldiers. But they were rewarded by , 
the freedom of pillage, after the most precious 
spoils had been reserved for the royal treasury. - - 
The houses of the senators were plentifully stored “ 
with gold and silver; and the avarice of Bessas 
had ‘laboured with so much guilt and shame for 
the benefit of the conqueror. In this revolution, 
the sons and daughters of Roman. consuls tasted 
the misery which they had spurned or relieved, 
wandcred in tattered garments through the strects 
of the city, and. begged their bread, perhaps with- 
out success, before the. gates.of their hereditary 
mansions. . The riches of Rusticiana, the daughter 
of Symmachus and.widow of Boethius, had been 
generously devoted te alleviate the calamities of 
famine.. But-the Barbarians were exasperated by 
the report, that she had prompted the people to 
overthrow the statues of the great Theodoric: 

_ and: the life of that venerable matron would have 
been sacrificed to his memory, if Totila had not 
respected her birth, her virtues, and even the pi- 
ous motive of her revenge. The next day he pro- 

_ gpunced two orations, to congratulate and admo- 
nigh his victorious Goths, ‘and to reproach the se- 
nate, as the vilest of slaves, with their perjury, folly, 
and. ingratitude ; -sternly ‘declaring, that their 

'. estates: and -hohouts were. jigtly forfeited to the 

' companions of his arnis. Net te consented to for- 
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give their revolt, and the senators repaid his cle 
mency by dispatching circular letters to their 
tenants and vassals in the provinces of Italy, 
strictly” to enjoin them to desert the standard of 
‘the Greeks, to cultivate their lands in peace, 
and to learn from their masters the duty of 
Jobedience to a Gothic sovereign. Against the 
city which had so long delayed the course of 
‘ this victories he appeared inexorable: one-third 
“of the walls, in differént parts, were demolished 
by his command; fire and engines ‘prepared to 
consume or subvert the most stately works of 
antiquity; and the world was astonished by the 
fatal decree, that Rome should be changed inte 
a pasture for cattle. The firm and temperate 
remonstrance of ‘Belisarius suspended the exc- 
cution; he warned the Barbarian not to sully 
his fame by the destruction of those monuments 
which were the glory’ of the dead, and the de- 
light of the living; and ‘Totila was persuaded, by 
the advice of an enemy, to preserve “Rome as 
the: ornament of his kingdom, or the fairest 
pledge of peace and reconciliation. When he 
had signified to: the ambassadors of Belisarius, 


aug 
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his intention of sparing the city, he stationed an - 


army at: the distance of one hundred and twenty 
furlongs, to observe the motions of the Roman 
general. With the remainder of his fortes, he 
marched into Lucania and Apulia, and occupied 
on the summit of mount Garganus * onc of the 


14 Mount Garganus, now Monte St. Angelo, in the kingdoin of 
Naples, runs three. hundred stadia into the Adriatic sea (Strab. 1. vi. 
p. 436.), and in the darker ages was illustrated bythe a ppayition, 

VoL.vE, | OB 
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camps of Hannibal", The senators were dragged 
in his train, and afterwards confined in the for- 
tresses of Campania: the citizens, with their 
wives and children, were dispersed in exile ; and. 
during forty days Rome was abandoned to deso” 
late and dreary solitude” 

The loss of Rome was speedily retrieved by: an\ 
action, to which, according to the event, the 
public opinion would apply the names of rash- 
ness or heroism. ‘After the departure of Totila, 
the Roman general, sallied from the port at the 
head of a thousand. horse, citt in pieces the enemy 
who opposed his progress, and visited with pity 
and reverence the vacant space of the eternal city. 
‘Resolved to maintain a station so conspicuous in 
the cycs of mankind, he summoned the greatest 
part of his troops to the standard which he erected 
.on the Capitol: the old inhabitants were recalled 
by the love of their country and the, hopes of 
‘food; and the keys, of Rome were sont a second. 
time to the emperor Justinian. ‘ The walls, as far 
‘as they had becn demolished by the Goths, were 
repaired with rude and dissimilar materials ; the 


miracleé, ‘and church, of St. Michael the archangel. Horace, a 
native of Apulia or Lucania, had seen the elms and oaks of Gar- 
ganus labouring and bellowing | with the north wind that blew.on — 
that lofty coast (Carm. ii. 9. Epist. ii. i. 201.). 

45 F cannot ascertain this particular camp of, Hannibal; but the 
Punic quarters were long and often in the neighbourhood of Arpi 
(T. Liv. xxii. 9. 12. xxiv. 3, &c.), 

16 Totila .... Rotyam ingreditur .... ac evertit muros, domos 


. aliquantas = comburens, ac omnes Romanoram res in predam 


accepit, hos ipsos Romanos in Campaniam eaptivos abduxit. Post 
quun dey -astationem, x} aut amplius dies, Roma fuit ita desolata, 
ut nemo, ibi hominum, nist (nulla ?) boat an mnorarentur (Marcellin. 
in Chron. p. 54), - ee 
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aise was' ‘restored ; ; iro ‘spike’ 2" were profuscly 
aeattered ‘in’ the highways to alinoy the feet of 
the horses ; and ‘as new gates could not suddenly 
be- procured, . the entrance was guarded by a 
Spartan’ ‘tampart: of his bravest soldiers. At the 
expiration of twenty-five days, Totila returned 
by hasty’ marches from Apulia, to avenge the 
injury and disgrace. Belisarius expected his ap- 
proach. "Lhe Goths were thrice repulsed in three 


reneral assaults ; , they: lost the flower. of their ° 


troops; the royal standard had almost fallen into 
the hands of the enemy; and the fame of Totila 
sunk, as it had risen, with the fortunc of his arms. 
Whatever skill and courage could atchicve, had 
been performed by the Roman general: it re- 
maincd only, that Justinian should terminate, by 
a strong and‘ ‘gcasonable cffort, the war which he 
had ambitiously undertaken. | ‘The indolence, per- 
haps the impotence, ‘of'a prince who despised his 
enemies, ‘and -envicd his servants, protracted the 
calamities of Ttaly. After a’ Tong silence, Beli- 
satius was cominianded’ to ‘Yeave a sufficient gar- 
risén at’ Romic, ‘avd to transpott himself into the 
province of Lucania, whose inhabitants, inflamed 
by. Catholic zeal, had-cast away the yoke of their 


Arian conquerors. In’ this ignoble warfare, the 


hero, invincible against the power of the Bar- 
barians, was basely ‘vermtishert by the delay, the 


17 The érit uli are smalh engines trith fott spikes, onc fixed it the 
ground, the three othiers-trecr er adverse (Procopius, Gothic. '1. iit: 
c. 94. Juste Lipsius,’ Polioréctas, 1. v. c. 3.). The mctaphor was 
horrowed fem the tribuli (land-caltraps), an herb with a pri¢kly 
fruit, common in Haly (Mastif, ad - Virgil. Georgtt. 1. '153. vol 
il. p. 33.). ae 
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disobedience, and the cowardice of his ewn officers: 

He reposed in ‘his winter-quarters of Crotona, in. 
the full assurance, that the two passes of the Lu 

canian hills were guarded by his cavalry. The 

were betrayed by-treachery or weakness ; and thé 
rapid march of the Goths scarcely allowed tim 

for the escape of Belisarius to the coast of Sicily. 
At length a fleet and army were assembled for 
the relief of Ruscianum, or Rossano ™, a fortress 
sixty furlongs from the ruins of Sybaris, where 
the nobles of Lucania had taken refuge. In the 
first attempt, the Roman forces were dissipated 
by a storm. In the second they approached the 
shore ; but they saw the hills covered with archers, 
the landing-place defended by a line of spears, 
and the king of the Goths impatient for battle. 
The conqueror of Italy retired with a sigh, and 
continued to languish, inglorious and inactive, 


till Antonina, who had been sent to Constanti- 


nople to solicit succours, obtained, after the death 


‘of the empress, the permission of his return. '/ 


The five last campaigns of Belisarius might 
abate the envy of his competitors, whose eyes 
had been dazzled and wounded by the blaze 
of his former glory. Instead of delivering 


Ttaly from the Goths, he had wandered like 


a fugitive along the coast, without daring to 
march into the country, or to accept the bold 
and repeated challenge of Totila. Yet in the 
judgment of the few who could discriminate 

18 Ruscia, the navale Thurtorum, was transferred to the distance 
of sixty stadia to Ruscianum, Rossano, an archbishopric without 
suffragans. The republic of Sybaris is now the estate of the duke 


of oad (Riedesel, Toe into Magna Grecia and Sicily. 
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spanaals from events, and compare the instru- 
ments with the execution, he appeared a more 

msummate master of the art of war, than in 
the season of his’ prosperity, when he presented 
wo captive kings before the throne of Justinian. 
The valour of Belisarius was not chilled by age; 
his prudence was matured by expericnee, but 
the moral virtues of humanity and justice secm 
to have. yielded to the hard necessity of the 
“times. The parsimony or poverty of the cm- 
peror compelled him to deviate from the rule of 
conduct which had deserved the love and confi- 
dence of the Italians. The war was maintaincd 
by the oppression of Ravenna, Sicily, and all the 
faithful subjects of the empire; and the rigorous 
prosecution of Herodian provoked that injured 
or guilty-officer to deliver Spoleto into the hands 
of the enemy. The avarice of Antonina, which 
had ‘been sometimes diverted by love, now 
reigned without a rival in her breast. Belisa- 
rius himself had always understood, that riches, 
in a corrupt age, are the support and ornament 
of personal merit. And it cannot be presumed 
that he should stain his honour for the public 


service, without applying a part of the spoil to- 


his private emolument. The hero had escaped 
‘the sword of the Barbarians, but the dagger of 
conspiracy awaited his return. In the ‘midst 
-of wealth and honours, Artaban, who had chas- 
tised the African tyrant, complained of the in- 
gratitude of courts. He aspired to Prajecta, the 


19 This conspiracy is related by Procopius (Gothic. l. ill. c. 31, 
. 32.) with such freedom and candour, that the liberty of the Ancc- 
dotes gives him nothing to add. 
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emperot § niece,. who wished. to.zeward: her deli-: 
verer; but the. itapediment of :his. ‘previous jaar 
Wage was asserted. by the. piety. of Theodora.. 
The pride of royal descent : was irritated: by flat-. 
tery; and the service in which he.. gloried, had. 
proved him capable of bold and sanguinary deeds. 
The death of. Justinian was resolved, but the cof- 
spirators. delayed the exccution till they could sur- 
prisc Belisarius disarmed, and naked, in the palace 
of Constantinople. Not a.hepe could, be enter-: 
tained of shaking his long-tried fidelity; and they 


justly dreaded the revenge, or rather justice, of the. 


vetcran general, who might speedily asscmble an 
army in Thrace to punish ‘the assassins, and per- 
haps to enjoy the fruits of: their. grime. | Delay 


afforded time for rash communications and. honest 
confessions: Artaban and his .aeeomplices were 


condemned by. the senate, : but the, cxtreme cley. 
mency of Justinian detained them in the gentle 
confinement: of the palace, till he pardoned their 
flagitious attempt against his throne and life. If 
the emperor forgave his cnémies, he must cordially 
sengpee a. rac whose vietories. were alone re-~ 


con fs fart 


artes ‘Belisarius nooner from his. toile in. the 


high station of general of the East and count of 
the, domestics;,.and the older,consuls and patzi- 
cians respectfully yielded the.precedency of. rank 


td''the. petriess ‘nietit of the’ first of the Romans ” 


The. first of the: ‘Romans. still submitted to be the. 


“20 The hendurs “oF Belisaias: ‘bre’ ‘gladly comimemoratett ‘by his*’ 
seta (Pgoesp. oe 1 ii, tC. 38. ag Ww. C. el) . The title of ; 
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hive of his wife; but the servitude of habit amd CHAP. 
affection became less disgraceful when ‘the death X11: 
por Theodora had removed the baser influence of 
fear. Joannina thcir daughter, and the sole 
eiress of their fortunes, was betrothed to Anas- 
~ius the grandson, or rather the nephew, of , 
the empress”, whose kind interposition for- 
warded the consummation of their youthful 
‘loves. But the power of Theodora expired. the 
\arentg of Joannina returned, and her honour, 
perhaps her happiness, were sacrificed to the re- 
venge of an unfecling mother, who dissolved the 
imperfect nuptials before they had been ratified by 
the ceremonies of the church *. 
Before the departure of Belisarius, Perusia was Rome 


; blog . again 
besieged, and few cities were impregnable to the 22" ” 


Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, and Crotona, theGoths, 
still resisted’ the Barbarians; and when Totila A.D.549. 


Stpornyos is ill translated, at least in this instance, by prefectus 
pretorio; and to a military character, magister militum is more 
proper and applicable (Ducange, Gloss. Grec. p- 1458, 1459.). 

21 Alemannus (ad Hist. Arcanam, p. 68.), Ducange (Familie 
Byzant. p. 98.), Heineccius (Hist. Juris Civilis, p. 434,;), all three 
represent Anastasius as the son of the daughter of Theodora ; and 
their opinion firmly reposes on the unambiguous testimony of Pro- 
copius (Anecdot. c. 4, 5.—Ovyarpidp twice repeated). And yet I ' 
will remark, 1. That in the year 547, Theodora could scarcely have 
a grandson of the age of-puberty ; 2. That we are totally ignorant © 
of this daughter and her husband ; and, 3. That Theodora concéal- 
ed her bastards, and ‘that Her grandson by Justinian would. have 
been heir-apparent of the empire. = i : 

£1 The duaprrpare, or sins, of the hero in Italy and after-his re- 
turn, are manifested awapaxadkurrw;, and most probably swelled, by 
the author‘of the Anecdotes (c.'4, 5%};-:’ The designs of ‘Antouinz 
were favoured by the fluctuating jurisprudence, of Justinian. On 
the law of marriage and divotee, that:emperot was trocho versa- 

- tilior (Heimeccius, Element, Juris Civibiethidiiem Pandect. P. 
- iv. No, 233.). enue" ee 


316 


CHAP. 


XLII. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


asked in marriage one of the daughters of France, 
he was stung by the just reproach that the king of 
Italy was unworthy of his title till it was acknow 
ledged by the Roman people. Three thousand 
of the bravest soldicrs had been left to defend th 
capital. On the suspicion of a monopoly, ey 
massacred the governor, and announced to Justi- 
nian, by a deputation of the clergy, that unless 
their offence was pardoned, and. their arrears’ 
were satisfied, they should instantly accept thé 
tempting offers of Totila. But the officer who suc- 
ceeded to the command (his name was Diogenes) 
deserved their esteem and confidence: and the 
Goths, instead of finding an easy conquest, 
encountered a vigorous resistance from the sol- 
diers and people, who patiently endured the 
loss of the port and of all maritime supplies. 
The siege of Rome. would perhaps have been 
raised, if the liberality of Totila to the Isaurians 
had not encouraged some of their venal country- 
men to copy the example of treason. In a dark 
night, while the Gothic trumpets sounded on 
another side, they silently opened the gate of St, _ 
Paul: the Barbarians rushed into the city; and 


‘the flying garrison was intercepted before they 


could reach the harbour of Centumcelle. A soj- 
dier trained in the school of Belisarius, Paul of 
Cilicia, ‘retired with four hundred men to the 
mole of Hadrian. They repelled the Goths; 
but they felt the approach of famine; and their 
aversion to the taste of horse-flesh confirmed 
their resolution to ‘risk'the event of a desperate. 
and decisive sally. But. their spirit insensibly - 
stooped to hw ‘offérs of capitulation: they re- 
Ps. Chae . 
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trieved their arrears of pay, and preserved their CHAP. 
arms and horses, by enlisting in the service of oe 
'Totila ; their chiefs, who pleaded a laudable at- 
tachment to their wives and children in the East, 
fwere dismissed with honour; and above four hun- 
ed enemies, who had taken refuge in the sanc- 
tuaries, were saved by the clemency of the victor. 
He no longer entertained a wish of destroying the 
' edifices of Rome“, which he now respected as the 
eat of the Gothic kingdom: the senate and people 
were restored to their country; the means of sub- 
sistence were liberally provided ; and Totila, in the . 
robe of peace, exhibited the equestrian games of 
the circus. Whilst he amused the eyes of the 
multitude, four hundred vessels were prepared for 
the embarkation of his troops. The citics of 
Rhegium and. Tarentum were reduced: he passed 
into Sieily, the object of his implacable resent- 
ment; and the island was stripped of its gold and 
silver, of the fruits of the earth, and of an in- 
finite number of horses, sheep, and oxen. Sar- 
dinia and Corsica obeyed the fortune of Italy; 
and the sea-coast of Greece was visited by a fleet 


of three hundred gallies*. The Goths were 


23'The Romans were still attached*to the monuments of their 
ancestors; and according to Procopius (Goth. I. iv. c. 22.), the 
galley of Aineas, of a single rank of oars, 25 feet in breadth, 120 in 
length, was prescrved entire in the navalia, near Monte Testaceo, 
at the foot of the Aventine (Nardini, Roma Antica, ]. vii.c. 9. 
p.466. Donatus, Roma Antiqua, I. iv.c. 13. p.334.). But all 
antiquity is ignorant of this relie. . 

24 In these seas, Procopius searched without success for the isle 
of Calypso. He was shewn, at Phzacia or Corcyra, the petrified 
ship of Ulysses (Odyss. xiii. 163.): but he found it a recent fabric 

__ of many stones, dedicate# by a. merchant to Jupiter Caysius (l.iv.c. 
22.). Eustathius had supposed.it to be the fanciful likeness of a 
rock. 
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cHap, landed in Corcyra and the ancient continent of 
XLIN. Epirus; they advanced as far as Nicopolis, the, 
. trophy of Augustus, and Dodona™, once famous, 
by the oracle of Jove. In every step of his vic-'s 
tories, the wise Barbarian repeated to Justinian: 
his desire of peace, applauded the concord jor 
their predecessors, and offered to employ the - 
Gothic arms in the service of the empire. | 
‘eparae Justinian was deaf to the voice of peace; but 
eco he neglected the prosecution of war; and the in- 
eee ae dolence of his- temper: disappointed, in some 
. D. 549 degree, the obstinacy of his passions. From this 
ics _ salutary slumber the emperor was awakened by 
the pope Vigilius and the patrician Cethegus, 
who appeared before his throne, and adjured 
him, in the name of God and the people, to re- 
sume the conquest and deliverance of Italy. In 
the choice of the generals, caprice, as ‘well as 
judgment, was shewn. A flect and army sailed 
for the relicf of Sicily, under the conduct of 
Liberius; but his youth and want of experi- 
ence were afterwards discovered, and before he 
touched: the shores of the ‘island he was overtaken 
by his successor.‘ In the place of Liberius the 
“conspirator Arfaban was raided from a prison to’ 
military honours ; in the pious presumption, that 
gratitude would animate his valour and fortify 
his allegiance. . Belisarius reposed in the shade 
of his laurels, but the command of the principal 


* 95 M. D’Ans ille iMempines de Acad. tom. xxxii. p-513-——528.) 
illustrates the gulf of Ambracia ;‘but; he cannot ascertain the si- 
_tuation of Dodona. A country in ‘sight of Italy is less known 
“than the wilds of America. 
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aryay. WAS. reserved for. Germaning“, the emperor's 
nephew, : whose rank and merit hed heen long de- Go 
| pressed, by the jealousy of the, court. ite 
had injured him in the rights of a private, citizen; 
- the marriage of his children, and the testament of 
| lity’brother ; and although his conduct was pure 
and blameless, Justinian was displeased that he 
should be thought worthy of the confidence of the 
malecontent. ‘Che life.of Germanus was a lesson 
of implicit. obedience: he nobly refused to prosti- 
tute his. name and character in the factions of the 
circus: the gravity of his manners was tempered 
by innocent cheerfulness; and his riches were lent, 
without interest to indigent or deserving friends. 
His valour had formerly triumphed over the Scla- 


vonians of the Danube and the rebels of Africa ; - 
the first report of his promotion revived the hopes of - 


the Italians; and he was privately assured, that a 


crowd of Roman deserters.would abandon, on his , 
approach, the standard of Totila. His second . 


marriage with Malasontha, the, grand-daughter 
of Theodoric,. endeared., Germanus to the Goths 


themselves; and they: marched . with reluctance - 
against the father of a. royal infant, the Jast: off- . 
spring of the line of Amali.”.- A splendid allow- | 


26 Sec the ‘acts of ‘Gaui in the public (Vandal. Like. 16, ° 


17;18. Gothi'1: iii. cs 3432.) and private history (Anecdot. c. 5.), 


and:those of his son Justin, in ~Agadiias Q. iv. p. 130, 131.). “Not. °. 
withstanding an ambiguous expression of Jornandes, fratri su0, 


Alemannus has proved that he ‘Was the son of the efnperor’s brother. 


27 Conjuncta Anicioram gens cum Amal stirpe spem adhue 


utriugyue generis promittit (Jorrandes, c.'60. p, 703.). He wrote 
at Ravenna before the death of Totila. - 
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CHAP. ance was assigned by the emperor: the. general 
Goeee contributed his: private fortune; his two sons 
were popular and active; and he surpassed, in 
the promptitude and success of his levies, the 
expectation of mankind. He was permitted to. 
select some squadrons of Thracian cavalry : : 
veterans, as well as the youth of Constantinople ; 
and Europe, engaged their voluntary service ; am 
and as far as the heart of Germany, his fame and 1 
liberality attracted the aid of the Barbariang 
The Romans advanced to Sardica; an army of 
Sclavonians fled before their march; but within 
two days of their final departure, the designs of 
Germanys were terminated by his malady and 
death. Yet the impulse which he had given to 
the Italian war still continued to act with energy 
‘and effect. The maritime towns, Ancona, Cro- 
tona, Centumcellz, resisted the assaults of Totila. 
Sicily was reduced by the zeal of Artaban, and 
the Gothic navy was defeated near the coast of 
the Hadriatic. The two fleets were almost equal, 
forty-seven to fifty gallies: the victory was de- 
cided by the knowledge and. dexterity of the 
Greeks; but the ships were so closely grappled, 
that only twelve of the Goths escaped from this 
unfortunate conflict. They affected to depreciate 
an element in which they were unskilled, but 
their own experience confirmed the truth of a 
maxim, that the master of the sea will always 
_ acquire the dominion of the. land ®. 


a 8 The. third book of Procopius is terminate by the death of 
Germanus (Add, L. iy. c. 23, 24, 25, 26.). 
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After the loss of Germanus, the nations were CHAP. 


.provoked to smile, by the strange intelligence, that paws) 


the command of the Roman armies was given to Character 
and expe= | 


an eunuch. But the eunuch Narses”™ is ranked 4i);.., of 
‘among the few who have rescued that unhappy ‘\ 
name from the contempt and hatred of mankind. Narses, 
A feeble diminutive body concealed the soul of ae 
ya statesman and a warrior. His youth had been 
employed in the management of the loom and dis- 

taff, in the cares of the household, and the scr- 

vice of female luxury; but while his hands were 

busy, he secretly exercised the faculties of a vi- 
gorous and discerning mind. A stranger to the 
schools and the camp, he studied in the palace to 
dissemble, to flatter, and to persuade; and as soon 

as he approached the person of the emperor, Jus- 

tinian listened with surprise and pleasure to the 

manly counsels of his chamberlain and private 
treasurer”. The talents of Narses were tried and 
improved in frequent embassies; he led an army 

into Italy, acquired a practical knowledge of the 

war and the country, and presumed to strive with 


£9 Procopius relates the whole series of this second Gothic war 
and the victory of Narses (1. iv. c. 21, 26—35). A splendid scene! 
Among the six subjects of epic poetry which Tasso revolved in , 
his mind, he hesitated between the conquests of Italy by Belisa- 
rius and by Narses (Hayley’s Works, vol. iv. p. 70.). 

30 The country of Narses is unknown, since he must not be 
confounded with the Persarmenian. Procopius styles him (Goth. 
1. i. c. 13. Baosdsxes LPnpaTwy Topiac 5 Paul Warnefrid (1. 11. c. 3. Pp: 
776.), Chartularius : Marcellinus adds the name of Cubicularius. 
In an inscription on the Salarian bridge he is entitled Ex-consul, 
Ex-prepositus, Cubiculi Patricius (Mascou, Hist of the Germans, 
]. xiii. c. 25.). The law of Theodosius against eunuchs was ohso- 
lete or abolished (Annotation xx.), but the foolish propheey of the 
Romans subsisted in full vigour (Procop. I. iv. ¢. 21.). 


. 
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the: genius of . Beliarius. “Pwelve years after’ his 
retuin, the euntich: was chosen to atchieve thie 
conquest whieh had been ‘left imperfect. by the 


first of thefRoman generals. Instead-‘of being 
dazzled>by vanity or emulation, hé seriously de- 


Clared, ‘that unless he were armed with: an ade. e~ 


quate force, he would never consent to: risk his 
own glory, and that of his sovercign. © Justinian 
granted to the favourite, ‘what he might have de- 
nied to the hero: the Gothic ‘war was rekindled 
from its ashes,’ and the preparations were not un- 
worthy of the ancient majesty of the empirc. The 
key of the public treasure was put into his hand, 


to collect magazines, to levy soldiers, to purchase 


arms and horses, to discharge the arrears of pay, 
and to tempt the fidelity of the fugitives and de- 


-gerters. The troops of Germazius were still in 


arms; ‘they halted at Salona in the cxpeétation of 
a new leader;-and legions of subjécts and ‘alli¢s 
were created: ‘by the well-known liberality of re 
eunuch Narses. The king of. the Lombards™ 5 


- tisfied or surpassed the obligations of a treaty, Hy. 


lending two thousand: two ‘hundred of His bravest 
warriors, who’ were followed ‘by three thousand’ 


-@f their: martial atéendants. Three thousand 


Heruli fought on horseback under Philemuth, 
their ative chief; and the noble Aratus, who 
adopted the’ manners ‘and: discipline of Rome, 
conducted a band of veterans of the samc nation. 
"3 Paul Ww ramnefrid, the Lombard, records with‘complacency the 


“succour, serv ice, and honourable dismission of bis countryncn— 


reipybhieg, Romany adversus zmulos adjutores fuerant (1. ii. ¢. 2. 
} 774. Fait. Grot,). I ain sugprised that oe et niarlial king, 
did not lead his subjects in person. : 
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‘Dagistheus was released from prison to command 
the Huns; and Kobad, the grandson and ne- 
phew of the great king, was conspicuous by the 
regal tiara at the head of his faithful Persians, 
who had devoted themselves to the. fortunes of 
their prince”. Absolute in the exéscisc of his 
authority, more absolute in the affection of his 
troops, Narscs led a,numerous and gallant army 
from Philippopolis to Salona, from whence he 
coasted the eastern side of the Hadriatic as far 
as the confines of Italy. His progress was checked. 
The East could not supply vessels capable of 
transporting. such multitudes of men and horses. 
The Franks, who, in the gencral confusion, had 
usurped the greater part of the Venctian pro- 
vince, refused a free passage to the friends of the 
Lombards. The station of Vcrona was occupied 
by Teias, with the flower of the Gothic forces ; 
and that skilful commander had overspread the 
adjacent country with the fall of woods and the 
inundation of watcrs™. In this perplexity, an 
officer of experience proposed a nicasurc, secure 
by the appearance of rashness; that the Roman 
army should cautiously advance along the sca- 
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shore, while the fleet preceded their march, and - 


42 He was, if not an impostor, the son of the blind Zameg, saved 
by compassioz, and educated in the Byzantine court by the various 
motives of policy, pride, and generosity (Procop. Petsic. ].i. c. 23.). 

33 In the time of Augustus, and in the middle ages, the whole 
waste from Aquileia to Ravenna was covered with woods, lakes, 
and morasses. Man has subdued gatige, and the Jand has heen 
cultivated, since the waters are confined and embanked. Sce the 
learncd researches of Murateri (Antiquitat. Italia medii Asvi, 
tom. i. dissert. xxi. p. 253, 244.), from Vitruviuy Straby, Merodi in, 
old charters, and local knowledge. 
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CHAP. successively cast abridge of boats over the mouths 


xXLIO 
re! 


Defeat 
and death 
of Totila, 
A.)). 552, 
July. 


of the rivers, the Timavus, the Brenta, the Adige, 
and the Po, shat fall into the Hadriatic to the 
north of Rayénna. Nine days he reposed in the 
city, collected the fragments of the Italian army, 
and marched towards Rimini to meet the defianec 
of an insulting enemy. 

The prudence of Narses ypopelled him to speedy 
and decisive action. His powers were the last 
effort.of the state: the cost of each day accumu- 
lated the enormous account; and the nations, 
untrained to discipline or fatigue, might be rashly 
provoked to turn their arms against each other, 


or against their benefactor. The same consi- 


derations might have tempered the ardour of 


Totila. But he was conscious, that the clergy 
and people of Italy aspired to a second revo- 


lution: he felt or suspected the rapid progress of 
treason; and he resolved to risk the Gothic 


kingdom on the chance of a day, in which the 


valiant would be animated by imstant danger, 
and the disaffected might be awed by mutual 
ignorance.. In his march from Ravenna, the 
Roman general chastised the garrison of Rimini, 
traversed in a direct line the hills of Urbino, and 


re-entered the Flaminian way, nine miles beyond 


the perforated rock, an obstacle of art and nature 
which might have stopped or retarded his pro- 
gress”. ‘lhe Goths were assembled in the neigh- 


%4 The Flaminian waf'se it is corrected from the Itineraries, and 
the best modern maps, by D’Anvillc (Analyse de Pltalie, p. 147— 
162.), maybe thus stated : Romzto Narni, 51 Roman miles: Terni, 
57 ; Spoleto, 78; ; Foligno, 88; lec 103 ; Cagli, 142 ; Intefeiae, 
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bdurhood of Rome, they advaneed without delay 


to seek a superior enemy, and the two armies ap- 
proached each other at the distance of one hun- 
dred furlongs, between Tagina” and the sepul- 
chres of the Gauls®. The haughty message of 
Narses was an offer, not of peace, but of pardon. 
The answer of the Gothic king declared his rcso- 
|lution, to die or conquer. ‘ What day,” said the 
messenger, “ will you fix for the combat ?” *‘ The 
eighth day,” replied Totila: but early the next 
morning he attempted to surprise a foc, suspicious 
of deceit, and prepared for battle. ‘Ten thousand 
Heruli and Lombards, of approved valour and 
doubtful faith, were placcd in the centre. Each 
of the wings was composed of eight thousand Ro- 
mans; the right was guarded by the cavalry of 
the Huns, the left was covered by fifteen hundred 
chosen horse, destined, according to the emergen- 


157; Fossombrone, 160; Fano, 176; Pesaro, 184; Rimrim1, 208 
—about 189 English miles. He takes no notice of the death of 
Totila; but Wesseling (Itinerar. p. 614.) exchanges, for the field of 
Taginas, the unknown appellation of Péanzas, cight miles from 
Nocera. 

35 Tagine, or rather Tadinz, is mentioned by Pliny; but the 
bishopric of that obscure town, a mile from Gualdo, in the plain, 
was united, in the year 1007, with that of Nocera. The signs of 


antiquity are preserved in the local appellations, Fossaéo, the camp; — 


Capraia, Caprea; Bastia, Busta Gallorum. See Cluverius (Italia 
Antiqua, I. ii. c. G. p. 615, 616, 617.), Lucas Holstenius (Annotat. 
ad Cluver. p. 85, 86.), Guazzesi (Dissertat. p. 177—217.a professed 
- inquiry), and the maps of the ecclesiastical state and the march of 
Ancona, by Le Maire and Magini. 

36 The battle was fought in the year of Rome 458; and the 
consul Decius, by devoting his own life, assured the triumph of 
his country and his colleague Fabius (T. Liv. x. 28, 29.). Proco- 
pius ascribes to Camillus the victory of the Bustu Gallorum;” and 
his error is branded by Cluverius with the national reproach ol 
. Grecorum nugamenta. os 
VOL. VII. 2 
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: CHAP. cies of action, to sustain the retreat of their friends; 
XLII. or to encompass the flank of the enemy. From his 
proper station at the head of the right wing, the 
eunuch rode along the line, expressing by his voice 
and countenance the assurance of victory ; exciting 
the soldiers f the emperor to punish the guilt and 
madness of a band of robbers; and exposing to 
their view gold chains, collars, and bracelets, the 
rewards'of military virtue. From the event of a 
single-combat, they drew an omen of success; and 
they ‘behcld with pleasure the courage of fifty 
archers, who maintained a small eminence against 
‘three successive attacks of the Gothic cavalry. At 
the distance only of two bow-shots, the armies spent 
the morning in dreadful suspence, and the Romans 
tasted some neccssary food, without unloosening 
the cuirass from their breast, or the bridle from 
their horses. Narses awaited the charge; and it 
was delayed by Totila till he had received his last 
succouts of two thousand Goths. While he con- 
sumed the hours in fruitless treaty, the king exhi- 
bited in a narrow space the strength and agility of 
a warrior. His armour was enchased with gold; 
-his purple banner floated with the wind: he cast 
his lance mto the air; caught it with the right 
hand:; shifted it to the left :. threw himsclf back- 
wards; recovered his seat; and managed a ficry 
steed im. all the paccs and cvolutions of the eques- 
drran'school. As soon as the succours had arrived, 
,he. retired to his tent, assumed the dress and arms 
of a: private soldier, and gave the signal of battle. 
The first line of cavalry advanced with mote 
courage than discretion, and left behind them the 
infantry of the  sccond line. They were soon 


a 
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‘engaged between the horns of a crescent, into 
which the adverse wings had: been insensibly 
curved, and were saluted from either side by the 
vollics of four thousand archers. Their ardour, 
and even their distress, drove them forwards to a 
close and unequal conflict, in which they could 
only use their lances against an enemy equally 
skilled in all the instruments of war. A generous 
emulation inspired the Romans and their Parba- 
rian allies; and Narses, who calmly viewed and 
dirccted their efforts, doubted to whom he should 
adjudge the prize of supcrior bravery. ‘The Go- 
thic cavalry was astonished and disordered, pressed 
and broken; and the linc of infantry, instcad of 
presenting their spears, or opcning their intervals, 


were trampled under the feet of the flying horse. 


Six thousand of the Goths were slaughtered with- 
out mercy in the ficld of Tagina. Their prince, 
with five attendants, was overtaken by Asbad, of 
the race of the Gepide ; “ Spare the king of Italy,” 
cried a loyal voicc, and Asbad struck his lance 
through the body of Totilz. ‘The blow was in- 
stantly revenged by the faithful Goths; they trans- 
ported their dying monarch scven miles beyond 


the scenc of his disgrace; .and his last moments’ 


were not embittered by the prescnce of an cnemy. 
Compassion afforded him the shelter of an obscure 
tomb; but the Romans were not satisfied of -their 
victory, till they beheld the corpse of the Gothic 
king. His hat, enriched with gems, anc his bloody 
robe, were presented to Justinian by the messen- 
gers of triumph”. ; 3 yea 

37 Theophunes, Chron. p. 193. Hist. Miscelb, 1. xvi. p. 103 
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As soon as Narses had paid his devotions to the 
Author of victory, and the blessed Virgin, his pe- 


. culiar patroness “, he praised, rewarded, and dis- 


missed the Lombards. .The villages had been re- 
duced to ashes by these valiant savages; they ra- 
vished matrons and virgins on the altar; their re- 
treat was diligently watched by a strong detach- 
ment of regular forces, who prevented a repetition 
of the like disorders. The victorious eunuch pur- 
sued his march through Tuscany, accepted the 
submission of the Goths, heard the acclamations, 
and often the complaints, of the Italians, and en- 
compassed the walls of Rome with the remainder 
of his formidable host. Round the wide circum- 
ference, Narses assigned to himself, and to cach 
of his lieutenants, a real or a feigned attack, while 
he silently marked the place of easy and unguarded 
entrance. Neither the fortifications of Hadrian’s 
mole, nor of the port, could long delay the progress 
of the conqueror; and Justinian once more received 
the keys of Nome, which, under his reion, had been 
Jive timestaken and recovered”. But the deliverance 
of Rome was the last calamity of the Roman 
people. ‘The Barbarian allies of Narses too fre- 


‘quently confounded the privileges of peace and war: 


the despair of the flying Goths found some con- 


38 Evagrius, ]. iv. c.24. The inspiration of the Virgin revealed 
to Narses the day, and the word, of battle (Paul Diacon. 1. ii. c. 3. 
p- 770.) 

39 Ens rovrov BaciAcuovres To weumroy iarw. In the year 536 by Beli- 
shrius, in 546 by Totila, in 547 by Belisarius, in 549 by Totila, 
and in 552 by Narses. Maltretus had inadvertently translated sex- 
tum; a mistake which he afterwards retracts: but the mischief 
was done; and Cousin, with a train of French and Latin readers, 
have fallen into the snare. 
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solation in sanguinary revenge: and three hun- 


_dred youths of the noblest families, who had 


been sent as hostages beyond the Po, were inhu- 
manly slain by the successor of Totila. The fate 
of the senate suggests an awful lesson of the vi- 
cissitude of human affairs. Of the senators whom 
Totila had banished from their country, some 
were rescued by an officer of Belisarius, and trans- 
ported from Campania to Sicily; while others were 
too guilty to confide in the clemency of Justinian, 
or too poor to provide horses for their escape to the 
sea-shore. ‘Ilicir brethren languished five years 
in a state of indigence and exile: the victory of 
Narses revived their hopes; but their premature 
rcturn to the metropolis was prevented by the 
furious Goths; and all the fortresscs of Campania 
were stained with patrician“ blood. After a 
period of thirteen centuries, the institution of Ro- 
mulus expired ; and if the nobles.of Rome still 
assumed the title of senators, few subsequent traces 
can be discovered of a public council, or constitu- 
tional order. Ascend six hundred years, and con- 
template the kings of the carth soliciting an au- 
dience, as the slaves or freedmen of the Roman 
senate”! 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The bravest 
of the nation rctired beyond the Po; and Tcias 
was unanimously chosen to succeed and revenge 


40 Compare two passages of Procopins (L. ui. c. 26. J. iv. ¢. 24), 
which, with some collateral hints from Marcellinus and Jornandes, 
illustrate the state of the e> piring senate. 

41 See, in the example of Prusias, as tt is delivered in the frap- 
ments of Polybius ¢kccerpt. Lezat. scull.p 927, 928., a curios 


picture of a royal slave. 
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ek . departed ‘hero. The new king immediately: 


sdvfAmbassadors to implore, or rather to purchase, - 
the aid: of the, Franks; and nobly lavished, for the 
public safcty, ‘the riches which had been deposited 
in the palace of Pavia. The residue of the royal 
treasure ‘was guarded ‘by his brother Aligern at 
Cume in Campania; but the strong castle which 
Totila. had fortified was closely besieged by the 
arms of Narses. From the Alps to the foot of 
Mount Vesuvius, the Gothic king, by rapid and 
secret marchcs, advanced to thc relief of his 
brother, eludcd the vigilance of the Roman chicfs, 
and pitched his camp on the banks of the Sarnus 
or Draco”, which flows from Nuceria into the 
bay of Naples. The -river separated the two 
armies ; sixty days were cousumed in distant and. 
‘fruitless combats, and Teias maintained this im- 
portant post, till he was deserted by his fleet and 
the hope of subsistence. "With reluctant steps he 
‘ascended the Lactarian mount, where the physi- 
Gans of Rome, since the time of Galen, had sent 
their patients for the benefit of the air and the 
milk*. But the Goths -soon embraced’ a morc 


peuetous resolution : to descend the hill, to dis- 
i 

ee Phe Dpoxwy a Procopius (Goth.1, iv. c. 35.) is evidently the 
Sarnus. The text is accused or altered by the rash violence of 
“Claverius °(1. iv. c. 3. p- 1136.) : but Camillo‘ Pellegrini of Naples 
:¢Discorsi‘sopra la Campania Felice, p. 330, 331,) has proved from 
spld. records, that as early.as the year 822 that river was called the 
Dracontio, or Draconcello. 


“3/43 Galen (de Method. Medendi, I. v. apud Cluver. 1 iv. c. 3: p.1159, 
:,1260.}describes the lofty site, pure air, and rich milk, of mount Lac- 


tarius, whose medicinal benefits were equally known and sought in 

the time’bdf Symmachus (l.vi.-epist. 18.), and Cassiodorius (Var. xi. 

'10.}.' Nothing is now left except the namc of the town of Leéterc. 
. -¢ ue ' . * . 
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miss their horses, and to dic in arms, and in the GHAP. 

_possession of freedom. The king marched at their */!!1- 

head, bearing in his right-hand a lance, and an et ad 
- ample buckler in his left : with the.one he struck 
, dead the foremost of the assailants; with the other 
he received the weapons which every hand was 
/ ainbitious to aim against his life. After a combat 
' of many hours, his left arm was fatigued by the 
weight of twelve javelins which hung from his 
* shield. Without moving from his ground, or sus- 
pending his blows, the hero callcd aloud on his at- 
tendants for a fresh buckler, but in the moment, 
while his side was uncovered, it was picrced by a 
mortal dart. He fell: and his head, exalted on a 
spear, proclaimed to the nations, that the Gothic 
kingdom was no more. But the cxample of his 
death served only to animate the companions who 
liad sworn to perish with their Icader. They 
fought till darkness descended on the carth. They 
reposed on their arms. The combat was renewed 
with the return of light, and maintained with un- 
abated vigour till the evening of the sccond day. 
The repose of a second night, the want of water, 
and the loss of their bravest champions, detcr- 
mined the surviving Goths to acccpt the fair capi-- 
‘tulation which the prudence of Narses was inclincd 
to propose. They embraced the alternative of 
residing in Italy, as the subjects and soldiers of 
Justinian, or departing with a portion of their 
private wealth, in search of some independent 
country“. Yet the oath of fidelity or cxile was 
4¢ Buat (tom. xi. p. 2, &c.) conveys to his favourite Bavaria this 


remnant of Goths, who by others are buried in the mountains of 
Uni,or restored to their native isle of Gothland(Mascou,Annot.xx1.). 
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alike rejected by one thousand Goths, who broke 


away before the- treaty was signed, and boldly _ 


effected their retreat to the walls of Pavia. The 
spirit, as well as the situation of Aligern, prompted 
him to imitate rather than to bewail his brother: 
a strong and dextrous archer, he transpierced 
with a single arrow the armour and breast of his 
antagonist; and his military conduct defended 
Cumz* above a year against the forces of the 
Romans. Their industry had scooped the Sibyll’s 
cave” into a prodigious mine; combustible ma- 
terials were introduced to consume the tempo- 
rary props: the wall and the gate of Cume sunk 
into the cavern, but the ruins formed a deep and 
inaccessible precipice. On the fragment of a rock, 
Aligern stood alone and unshaken, till he calmly 
surveyed the hopeless condition of his country, and 
judged it more honourable to be the friend of Nar- 
ses than the slave of the Franks. After thedcath 
of Teias, the Roman general separated his troops 
to reduce the cities of Italy; Lucca sustained a 
long and vigorous siege; and such was the huma- 
nity or the prudence of Narses, that the repeated 


perfidy of the inhabitants could not provoke 


45 T leave Sealiger (Animadvers. in Euseb. p- 59.) and Salmasiys 
‘Eixercitat. Plinian. p.61,52.) to quarrel about the origin of Cuma, 
the aldest, of the, Greek colonies in Italy (Strab. I. v. p- 372. Vel- 
leius Paterculus, 1. i. c. 4.), already vacant in Juvenal’s time (Satir. 
ifi.), and mow inruins, | | 
' 46 Agathias (1.1. c. 21.) settles the Sibyll’s cave under the wall of 


Came: he agrees ‘with Servius (ad I. vi. /Eneid.) ; nor can I per- 


ceive why their opinion should be rejected by Heyne, the excellent 
editor of Virgil (tom. ii. p. 650, 651.). In urbe media secrcta 
religio ! But Cume was not yet built ; and the lines (1. vi. 96, 97.) 
‘Would become ridiculous, if Aineas were actually in a Greek city. 
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him ‘to exact the forfeit lives of their hostages. 


. These hostages were dismissed in safety; and 


their grateful zeal at length subdued the ob- 
stinacy of their countrymen “. 

Before Lucca had surrendered, Italy was over- 
whelmed by a new deluge of Barbarians. A 


“feeble youth, the grandson of Clovis, reigned 


over the Austrasians or oriental Franks. The 
_. guardians of ‘Theodebald entertained with cold- 
ness and reluctance the magnificent promises of 
the Gothic ambassadors. But the spirit of a 
martial people outstripped the timid counsels of 
the court: two brothers, Lothaire and Buccelin * 
the dukes of the Alamanni, stood forth as the 
leaders of the Italian war; and seventy-five thou- 
sand Germans descended in the autumn from 
the Ithetian Alps into the plain of Milan. The 
vanguard of the Roman army was stationed near 
the Po, under the conduct of Fulcaris, a bold 
Herulian, who rashly conceived that personal 
bravery was the sole duty and merit of a com- 
mander. As he marched without order or pre- 
caution along the A’milian way, an ambuscade 
of Franks suddenly rose from the, amphitheatre 


of Parma: his troops were surprised and routed ; 


but thcir leader refused to fly; declaring, to the 
last moment, that death was less terrible than the 


47 There is some difficulty in connecting the 35th chapter of the 
fourth book of the Gothic war of Procopius with the first book of 
the history of Agathias. We must now relinquish a statesman 
and soldicr, toattend the footsteps of a poet and rhetorician (1. 1. p. 
11. Lii. p. 51. edit. Louvre). 

48 Among the fabulons exploits of Buccelin, he discomfited eat 
slew Belisarius, subdued Italy and Sicily, &e. See in the historians 
of France, Gregory of Tours (tom. ii. |. i. c. 32. p. 203.), and 
Aimoin (tom. ii. l. it. de Gestis Francorum, ¢. 23. p. 39.). 
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dngry countenance of Narses. The death of 
Fulcaris, and the retreat of the surviving chiefs, . 
decided the fiuetuating and rebellious temper of 
the Goths; they flew to the standard of their de- 
livcrers, and: admitted them into the cities which 
still resisted the arms of the Roman general. 
The conqucror of Italy opened a free passage 
to the irresistible torrent of Barbarians. ‘They 
passed under the walls of Cesena, and answered 
by threats and reproaches the advice of Aligern, - 
that: the Gothic treasures could no longer repay 
the labour of an invasion. ‘Two thousand Franks 
were destroyed by the skill and valour of Narscs 
himself, who salliecd from Rimini at the head of 
three hundred horse; to chastise the licentious 
rapine of their march. On the confines of Sam- 
nium, the two brothers divided their forces. 
With the right wing, Buccelin assumed the spoil 
of Campania, Lucania, and Bruttium: with the 
Icft, Lothaire accepted the plunder of Apulia 
and Calabria. They followed the coast of the 
Mcditerrancan and the Hadriatic, as far as Rhe- 
gium and Otranto, and the extreme lands of 
Italy were the term of their destructive progress. 


- The ‘Franks; who were Christians -and Catholics, 


contented themselves with simple pillage and 
eccasional murder... But the churches which 


- their piety had sparcd, were stripped by the sa- 


crilegious hands of ‘the Alamanni, who sacrificed 


-horses heads to their native deities of the woods 


and rivers “: they melted or profaned the con- 


"40 Agathias notices their superstition ina philosophic tone (1. i. 
p. 18.) At Zug; in Switzerland, idolatry still Une ailed 1 In the year 
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secrated vessels, and the ruims of shrincs and 
altars were staincd with the blood of the faithful. 
Buccelin was actuated by ambition, and Lothaire 
by avarice. The former aspired to restore the 
Gothic kingdom: the latter, after a promise to 
his brother of speedy succours, returned by the 
same road to deposit his treasure beyond the Alps. 
The strength of their armies was alrcady wasted 
by the change of climate and contagion of disease: 
the Germans revellcd in the vintage of Italy ; and 
their own intemperance avenged, in some de- 
gree, the miseries of a defencelcss people. 

At the entrance of the spring, the Imperial 
troops, who had guarded the cities, assembled to 
the number of cightecn thousand men, in the 
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neighbourhood of Rome. Their wintcr hours Nur 


had not been consumed in idlencss. By the 
command, and after the example of Narses, they 
repeated each day their military exercise on foot 
and on horseback, accustomed thcir ear to obcy 
the sound of the trumpet, and practised the steps 
and evolutions of the Pyrrhice dance. I*rom the 
streightd of Sicily, Buccelin, with thirty thousand 
Franks and Alamanni, slowly moved towards Ca- 
pua, occupied with a wooden tower the bridge 


of Casilinum, covered his right by the.stream of 
the Vulturnus, and secured the rest of ‘his en- 


campment by a rampart of sharp stakes, and a 
circle of waggons, whose wheels were buried in 


.the carth. He impaticntly expected the return 


613. St. Columban and St. Gall were the apostles of that rude 


" country ; and the latter founded an hermitage, which has swelled 
into an ecclesiastical principality ; and a populous city, the scat of 


ficedum and commetce. 


UTS oy 
A.D). O54. 
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cHap. of Lothaire; ignorant, alas! that his brother 

XLUI. could never return, and that the chief and his 

a e/ : 
army had been swept away by a strange disease ” 
‘on the banks of the lake Benacus, between Trent . 
and Verona. The banners of Narses soon ap- . 
proached the Vulturnus, and the eyes of Italy 
were anxiously fixed on the event of this final*\ 
contest. Perhaps the talents of the Roman ge- 
neral were most conspicuous in the calm opera- 
tions which precede the tumult of a battle. His ° 
skilful movements intercepted the subsistence of the 
Barbarian, deprived him of the advantage of the 
bridge and river, and in the choice of the ground 
and moment of action reduced him to comply 
with the inclination of his enemy. On the 
morning of the important day, when the ranks 
were already formed, a servant, for some trivial 
fault, was killed by his master, one of the leaders 
of the Heruli. The justice or passion of Narses 
was awakened: he summoned the offender to his 
presence, and without listening to his excuses, 
gave the signal to the minister of death. If the 
cruel master had not infringed the laws of his na- 
tion, this arbitrary execution was not less unjust 
-than it appears to have been imprudent. The He- 
rulj felt. the indignity; they haltcd : but the Roman. 
general, without soothing their rage, or expecting . 
their, yesolution; called aloud, as the trumpets 
sounded, that unless they hastened to occupy their 
place, they would lose the honour of the victory. 


50 See ie death of Paina in Agathias (1. it. p. 38.) and Paul 
Warne(rid, surnamed Diacouns (1. it. c. 3. 775.). The Gieek ° 
makes him rave and tear hia flesh, He had plundered chuiche:. 
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His troops were disposed *! 


eavalry on the wings; in the centre, the heavy- 
armed foot; the archers and slingers in the 
rear. The Germans advanced in a sharp-pointed 
column, of the form of a triangle or solid wedge. 
They pierced the fecble centre of Narses, who 


received them with a smile into the fatal snare, 


and directed his wings of cavalry insensibly to 
wheel on their flanks and encompass their rear. 
The host of the Franks and Alamanni consisted 
of infantry: a sword and buckler hung by their 
side ; and they used as their weapons of offence, 
a weighty hatchet, and a hooked javelin, which 
were only formidable in close combat, or at 
a short distance. The flower of the Roman 
archers, on horseback, and in complete armour, 
skirmished without peril round this immoveable 


phalanx; supplied by active speed the deficiency _ 


of number; and aimed their arrows against a 
crowd of Barbarians, who, instcad of a cuirass 
and helmet, were covered by a loose garment 
of fur or linen. Thcy paused, they trembled, 
their ranks were confounded, and in the decisive 
moment the Heruli, preferring glory to revenge, 
charged with rapid violence the head of the 
column. Their leader, Sindbal, and Aligern, 
the Gothic prince, deserved the prize of superior 
valour; and their example incited the victorious 


troops to atchieve with swords and spears the 


51 Pére Daniel (Hist. de la Milice rans, tom. i. p. 17—21.) 
has exhibited a fanciful representation of this battle, somewhat in 
the manner of the Chetalier Folard, the once famous editor of 


Polybius, who fashioned to his own habits and opinious all the — 


- aulitary operations of antiquity. 
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destritction of the enemy. Buccelin, and thé 
greatest part of bis army, perished on the field of. 
battle, in the waters of the Vulturnus, or by the 
‘ hands of the’ enraged peasants : but it may seem - 
incredible, that a victory “, which no more than 
five of the Alamanni survived, could be purchased 
withthe loss of fourscore Romans. Seven thou- 


‘sand Goths, the relics of. the war, defended the 


fortress of Campsa till the ensuing spring; and 


Settlement 
of Italy, 
A.D. 
554—568. 


every messcnger of Narses announced the reduc- 
tion of the Italian cities, whose names were cor- 
rupted by the ignorance or vanity of the Greeks™. 
After the battle of Casilinum, Narses entered the 
capital; the arms and treasures of the Goths, 
the Franks, and the Alamanni, were displayed ; his 
soldiers, with garlands in their hands, chanted 
the praises of the conqueror; and Rome, for 
the last time, beheld the semblance of a triumph. 
After a reign of sixty years, the throne of the 


. Gothic kings was filled by the exarchs of Ra- 


venna, the representatives in peace and war of the 
emperor of the Romans. Their jurisdiction 
was soon reduced to the limits of a narrow pro- 
vince: but Narses himself, the first and most 


’ powerful of the exarchs,- administered above 


fifteen yeats the entire kingdom of Italy. Like 
Belisarius, he had deserved the honours of envy, 
calumny, and disgrace: but the favourite eunuch 


a Agathias (I. il. p. 47.) has produced a Greek epigram of six 


.lines on this victory of Narses, which is favourably compared to 


the battles of Marathon and Plataa. The chief difference is in- 
deed in their congequenccs—so trivial in the former instance—so 
permanent and glorious in the latter. . 

53’ The Beroia and Brineds of Theophanes or r his transcriber (p. 
201. ) must be read or understood Verona and Brixia. ~ 
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still enjoyed, the confidence of Justinian, or the 
_leader.of.a victorious army awed and repressed the 


ingratitude of a timid court. Yet it was not by 
weak and mischievous indulgence that Narses 
accured the attachment of his troops. Forgetful 
of the past, and regardless of the future, they 
abused the present hour of prospcrity and peace. 
The cities of Italy resounded with the noise of 


drinking and dancing: the spoils of victory were 


wasted in sensual pleasures; and nothing (says 
Agathias) remained, unlcss to exchange their 
shields and helmets for the soft lute and the 
capacious hogshead *. In a manly oration, not 
unworthy of 2 Roman censor, the eunuch re- 
proved these disorderly vices, which sullied their 
fame, and endangered their safety. ‘The soldiers 
blushed and obcyed: discipline was confirmed ; 
the fortifications were restored; a duke was 
stationed for the defence and military command 
of each of the principal cities”; and the cye of 
Narscs. pervaded the ample prospect from Cala- 
bria to the Alps. The remains of the Gothic 
nation evacuated the country, or mingled with 
the people: the Franks, instcad of revenging the 
death of Buccelin, abandoned, without a struggle, 


' their Italian conquests: and the rebellious Sind- 


. 


5¢ Edumsro yag cru, autos UO aferreging Tag aomiBbag Tuyos Kas Tx Kpo¥N 
appopaws owov xo bagliroy amodordx (Agathias, |. if. p. 48.). In the 
first scene of Richard JII. our English poct has beautifully en- 
larged on this idea, for which, however, he was not indebted to 
the Byzantine historian. 

55 Maffei has proved (Verona [llustrata, P. i. Ix. p. 257. 280.), 
against the common opinion, that the dukes of Tialy were instituted 
before the conquest of the Lombards by Narses himself, Tn the 
Pragmatic Sanction(N23.), Justinian restrains the judices militares 


400 


é THE’ DECLINE AND FALL. 


CHAP. bak ‘thief of tlie Heruli, was subdued, taken, 
XLUI. aiid hung on‘a lofty gallows by the inflexible. 


jubtice of the exarch, The civil state of Italy, 
after the agitation of a long tempest, was fixed 
by a pragmatic sanction, which the’emperor pro- 
mitilgated at the request of the pope. Justinian 
introduced his own jurisprudence into the schodls 
and tribunals of the West: he ratified the acts 
of Theodorie and his immediate successors, but 
every deed was rescinded and abolished, which — 
force had extorted, or fear had subscribed, under 
the usurpation of Totila. A moderate theory 
was framed to reconcile the rights of property 
with the safety of prescription, the claims of the 
state with the poverty of the people, and the 
pardon of offences with the interest of virtue 
and order of society. Under the exarchs of 
Ravenna, Rome was degraded to the second 
rank. Yet the senators were gratified by the per- 
mission of visiting their estates in Italy, and of ap- 
proaching, without obstacle, the throne of Con- 
stantinople: the regulation of weights and mea- 
sures was delegated. to the pope and senate ; 
and the salaries of lawyers and physicians, of 
orators and grammarians, were destined to pre- | 
serve, or rekindle, the light of science in the an- 
cient capital. Justinian might dictate benevolent 
edicts’, and. Narses. might second his wishcs 


. 66 Sce Paulus Diaconus, I. iii. c. 2. p. 776. .Menander.(in Ex- 
cerpt. Legat. p. 133.) mentions some risings in Italy by the Franks, 
and Theophanes (p. 201.) hints at some Gothic rebellions. 

ot The Pragmatic Sanction of Justinian, which restoresand regu- 
lates the civil state of Italy, consists of xxvii articles: itis dated 
August 15, A.D. 554. ; is addyessed to Narses, VJ. Praspositus Sacri 
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-by the restoration of cities, and more especially of 
churches. But the power of kings is most effec- 
tual to destroy: and the twenty years of the Go- 
- thie war had consummated the distress and depo- 
, pulation of Italy. As early as the fourth cam- 
paign, under the discipline of Belisarius himself; 
fifty thousand labourers died of hunger™ in the 
narrow region of Picenum™; and a strict in- 
terpretation of the evidence of Procopius would 
- swell the loss of Italy above the total sum of her 
present inhabitants” 

I desire to believe, but I dare not affirm, that 
Belisarius sincerely rejoiced in the triumph of 
Narses. Yct the consciousness of his own ex- 
ploits might teach him to esteem without jealousy 
the merit of a rival; and the repose of the aged 
warrior was crowned by a last victory which saved 
the emperor and the capital. The Barbarians, 
who annually visited ‘the provinces of Europe, 


Cubiculi, and to Antiochus, Prefectus Pretorio ltalize; and has 
been preserved by Julian Antecessor, and in the Corpus Juris Civi- 
lis, after the novels and edicts of Justinian, Justin, and Tiberius. 

58 A still greater number was consumed by famine in the southern 
provinces, without (exros) the Ionian Gulf. Acorns were used in 
the place of bread. Procopius had seen a deserted orphan suckled 
byashe-goat. Seventeen passengers were lodged, murdered, and 
eaten, by two women, who were detected and slain by the 
eighteenth, &c. 

59 Quinta regio Piceni est; quondam uberrime multitudinis, 
ecelx millia Picentium in fidem P. R. venere(Plin. Hist. Natur. 111. 
18.). In the time of Vespasian, this ancient Popnlenen was already 
diminished. 

60 Perhaps filteen.or sixteen millions. praasieas (Anecdot. c. 18.) 
computes that Africa lost five millions; that Italy was thrice as ex- 
tensive, and that the depopulation, was-in a larger proportién. But 
his reckoning is inflamed by passion, arid clouded with uncertainty. 
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CHAP. were less discouraged by some accidental defeats,- 


XLII 


than they were excited by the double hope of 


spoil and of subsidy. In the thirty-second winter of ) 


f 


Justinian’s reign, the Danube was deeply frozen: 
Zabergan led the cavalry of the Bulgarians, and, - 
his standard was followed by a promiscuous multi- 
tude of Sclavonians. 'The savage chief passed; 
without opposition, the river and the mountains, 
spread his troops over Maccdonia and Thrace, and 
advanced with no more than seven thousand horse ° 
to the long wall, which should have defended the 
territory of Constantinople. But the works of man 
are impotent against the assaults of nature: a 
recent earthquake had shaken the foundations of 
the wall; and the forces of the empire were em- 
ployed on the distant frontiers of Italy, Africa, 
and Persia. ‘The seven schools, or companies of 
the guards or domestic troops, had been augmented 
to the number of five thousand five hundred men, 
whose ordinary station was in the peaceful citics of 
Asia. But the places of the brave Armenians 
were insensibly supplied by lazy citizens, who pur- 
chased an exemption from the duties of civil life, 
without being exposed to the dangers of military 
service. Of such soldiers, few could be tempted to 
sally from the gates; and none could be _per- 
suaded to remain in the field, unless they wanted 
strength and speed to escape from the Bulgarians. 
The report of the fugitives exaggerated the num- 
bers and fierceness of an enemy, whoa had pol- 

61 In the decay of these military schools, the satire of Procopius 


(Anecdot. c. 24. Aleman. p. 109, 103.) is confirmed and illustrated by 
Agathias (f. v. p. 159.), who cannot be rejected as.an hostile witness. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


luted holy virgins, and abandoned new-born in- 
fants to the dogs and vultures; a crowd of rustics, 
imploring food and protection, increascd the con- 
sternation of the city, and the tents of Zabergan 
avere pitched at the distance of twenty milcs™, on 
the banks of a small river, which encircles Mclan- 
thias, and afterwards falls into the Propontis™. 
Justinian trembled : and those who had only seen 
_ the emperor in his old age, were pleased to suppose, 
that he had Jost the alacrity and vigour of his 
youth. By his command, the vessels of gold and 
silver were removed from the churches in the 
neighbourhood, and even the suburbs, of Constan- 
tinople: the ramparts were lined with trembling 
spectators: the golden gate was crowded with usc- 
less generals and tribunes, and the senate shared 
the fatigues and the apprehensions of the populace. 
But the cyes of the prince and people were di- 
rected to a feeble veteran, wlio was compelled by 
the public danger to resume the armour in which 
he had entered Carthage and defended Rome. 
The horses of the royal stables, of private citi- 
zens, and even of the circus, were hastily col- 
lected; the emulation of the old and young was 


62 The distance from Constantinople to Melanthias, Villa Cosa- 
riana (Ammian. Marcellin. xxx. 11.), 1s variously fixed at 102 or 
140 stadia (Suidas, tom. ii. p. 522, 523. Agathias, I. v. p. 158.), 
or xviii or xix miles (Itinecraria, p. 138. 230. 323. 332. and Wes- 
seling’s Observations). The first xu miles, as far as Rhegium, 
were pated by J ustinfan, who built a bridge over a morass or gullet 
between a lake and the sea (Procop. de Edif. |. iv. c. 8.). 

63 The. Atyras (Pompon. Mela; l. ii. c. 2. p. 169. edit. Voss). 
At the river’s:‘mouth, a town or castle of the same name was for- 
tified by Justinian (Procop. de Edif. l.iv.c. 2. Itinerar. p. 570. 
and Wesseling). 
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CHAP. roused by the name of Belisarius, and his first en- 
oo campment was in the presence of a victorious. 


enemy. His prudence, and the labour of the 
friendly peasants, ‘secured, with a ditch and ram= 

part, the repose of the night: innumerable firess- 
and clouds of dust, were artfully contrived to mag- 
nify the opinion cr his strength: his soldiers sud- 
denly passed from despondency to presumption ; 
and, while ten thousand voices demanded the 
battle, Belisarius dissembled his knowledge, that 
in the hour of trial he must depend on the firm- 
ness of three hundred veterans. The next ‘morn- 
ing the Bulgarian cavalry advanced to the charge. 

But they heard the shouts of multitudes, they be- 


‘held the arms and discipline of the front; thcy 


were assaulted on the flanks by two ambuscades 
which rose from the woods; thcir foremost war- 
riors fell. by the hand of the aged hero and his 
guards; and the swiftness of their evolutions was 
rendered useless by the close attack and rapid 
pursuit of the Romans. In this action (so speedy 
was their flight), the Bulgarians lost only four 
hundred horse; but Constantinople was saved ; 


‘and Zabergan, who felt the hand of a master, with- 
" drew to a respectful distance. But his friends were 


numerous in the councils of the emperor, and Be- 
lisarius obeyed with reluctance the commands of 


envy and Justinian, which forbade him to atchieve 
‘the deliverance of his country. On his return to 
the city, the people, still conscious of their danger, 
accompanied his triumph with acclamations of 
-joy and gratitude, which were imputed as a 


crime to the victorious general. But when he 
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entered the palace, the courtiers were silent, and CHAP. 
the emperor, after a cold and thankless embrace, *}!!- 
dismissed him to mingle with the train of slaves. 
SY ct so deep was the impression of his glory on 
. the minds of men, that Justinian, in the seventy- 
seventh year of his age, was encouraged to ad- 
vance near forty miles from the capital, and to 
inspect in person the restoration of the long wall. 
The Bulgarians wasted the summer in the plains 
‘ of Thrace; but they were inclined to peace by 
the failure of their rash attempts on Grecce and 
the Chersoncsus. A menace of killing their 
prisoners quickened the payment of hcavy ran- 
soms ; and the departure of Zabergan was _has- 
tened by the report, that double-prowed vesscls 
were built on the Danube to intercept his pas- 
sage. ‘The danger was soon forgotten; and a 
vain question, whether their sovercign had shewn 
more wisdom or weakness, amuscd the idleness of 
the city *. 
About two years after the last victory of Beli- pie d 
sarius, the emperor returned from a Thracian dcath, 
| journey of health, or business, or devotion. Jus- “ mene 
tinian was afflicted by a pain in his head; and 
_his private entry countenanced the rumour of his. 
death. Before the third hour of the day, the 
. bakers shops were plundered of their bread, the 
houses were shut, and every citizen, with hope 
or terror, prepared for the impending tumult. 
The Senators themselves, fearful and suspicious, 


i 


64 The Bulgarian war, and the last siiony of Belisarius, are im- 
' perfectly represented in the prolix declamation of Agathias (1. 5. p. 
| $34——174.) and the dry Chronicle of Theophanes (p. 197, 198.). 
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were convened at the ninth hour; and the pre 
fect reccived their commands to visit cvery quar 
ter of the city, and proclaim a general illumina 
tion for the recovery of the emperor’s health 
The ferment subsided; but every accident be 
trayed the impotence of the government, and th 
factious temper of the people: the guards wer 
disposed to mutiny as often as their quarters wer 
changed, or their pay was withheld: the frequent 
calamities of fires and earthquakes afforded the 
opportunitics of disorder; the disputes: of tlic 
blues and greens, of the orthodox and heretics, 
degenerated into bloody battles; and, in the pre- 
sence of the Persian ambassador, Justinian blushed 
for himself and for his subjects. Capricious par- 
don and arbitrary punishment embittered the 
irksomencss and discontent of a long reign: a 
conspiracy was formed in the palace ;. and, unless 
we are. deceived by the names of Marccllus and 
Sergius, the most virtuous and the most profligate 
of the courticrs were associated in the same de- 
signs. ‘They had fixed the time of the exceution ; 
their rank gave them acccss to the royal banquet ; 
and their black slaves“ were stationed in the vesti- 
bulc and porticees, to announce the death of the 
tyrant, and to excite a sedition in the capital. But 
the indiscrction of an accomplice saved the poor 


85 ySouc. They could scarcely be real Indians; and the Jthio- 
pians, sometiines known by that name, were never used by the an- 
cients as guards or followers : they were the trifling, though costly, 
objects af female and royal luxury (Terent. Eunuch. act i. scene ii. 
ay in August. c: 83. with a good note of Casaubon, in Calizu- 
Ree 7.: 
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remnant of the days of Justinian. The conspi- 
rators were detected and seized, with daggers hid- 
den under their garments: Marcellus dicd by his 
own hand, and Sergius was dragged from thc 
sanctuary. Pressed by remorse, or tempted by 
the hopes of safety, he accused two officers of the 
household of Belisarius ; and torture forecd them 
to declare that they had acted according to the se- 
cret instructions of their patron”. Posterity will 
not hastily believe that an hero who, in the vigour 
of life, had disdained the fairest offers of ambition 
and revenge, should stoop to the murder of his 
prince, whom he could not long expect to survive. 
His followers were impatient to fly; but flight 
must have been supported by rebellion, and he 
had lived enough for nature and for glory. Bell- 
sarius appeared before the council with Icss fear 
than indignation: after forty years scrvice, the 
empcror had prejudged his guilt; and imjustice 
was sanctified by the presence and authority of 
the patriarch. The life of Bclisarius was gra- 
ciously spared; but his fortunes were sequestered, 
and, from Deccmber to July, he was guarded as 
a prisoner in his own palace. At length his in- 
nocence was acknowledged ; his frecdom and 
honours were restored; and death, which might 
be hastened by resentment and grief, removed 


66 The Sergius (Vandal.1. ii. c. 21, 22. Anecdot. c. 5.) and Mar- 
cellus (Goth. 1. iii. c. 32.) are mentioned by Procopiys. See 
Theophanes, p. 197. 201. 

67 Alemanunus (p. 3.) quotes an old Byzantine MS. which has 
been printed in the [Imperium QOrientale of Banduri. 
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CHAP. him from the world about eight months after his. 
LMI. deliverance. The name of Belisarius can never 
die: but instead of the funcral, the monuments, | 
the statues, so justly due to his memory, I only’ 
read, that his treasures, the spoils of the Goths 
and Vandals, were immediately confiscated by 
the cmpcror. Some decent portion was re- 
served, however, for the use of his widow; and 
as Antonina had much to repent, she devoted 
the last remains of her life and fortune to the 
foundation of a convent. Such is the simple and 
genuine narrative of the fall of Belisarius and the 
ingratitude of Justinian”, ‘That he was deprived 
of his eyes, and reduced by envy to beg his 
bread, “Give a penny to Belisarius the gencral !” 
is a fiction of later times”, which has obtained 


68 Of the disgrace and restoration of Belisarius, the genuine ori- 
ginal record is preserved in the fragment of John Malala (tom. ii. 
p-234—243.) and the exact Chronicle of T heophanes (p.194—20-+4.). 
Cedrenus (Compend. p. 387, 388.) and Zonaras (tom. i. 1. xiv. 
p. 69.) seern to hesitate between the obsolcte trath and the grow- 
ing falschood. 

© The source of this idle fable may be derived from a miscellane- 
ous work of the xitth century, the Chiliads of John Tzeizes, a 
nionk (Basil. 1546. ad caleem Lycophront. Colon. Allobrog. 1614. 
in Corp. Poct.Griee.). He relates the blindness and beggary of Beli- 
rarius in ten vulgar of political verses (Chiliad ii. Ne, 88. 339— 
348. in Corp. Poct. Grac. tom. u. p,311.). 

Exmwya EvdAwov xcarwy e6oa ty pwsduy 
BeAscacip oGodoy Sore Ty Spary?.a7} 
Or ruyn wer dogacev, amoru@rn b'¢ Ghov0¢. 
This moral or romantic tale was jmpoyted into Italy wish the lan- 
guage and . manusoripts of Greece ; repeated before the end of the 
xvth century by Crinitus, Pontanus, and Volaterranus ; attacked by 
Alciat, for the honour of the law; and defended by Baronius 
CA: 1D..561, No.2, &c.) for the honour ofthechurch. Yet Tzetzes 
hunself had read inéher chronicles, that Belisarius die -ot lose Ins 
‘ng t, and that he recovered his faine and foriunes. 
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‘etedit, or rather favour, as a strange example of CIIAP. 

_the vicissitudes of fortune”. oe aay 
If the emperor could rejoice in the death of Veath and 

Belisarius, he enjoyed the base satisfaction only - ee 

eight months, the last period of a reign of thirty- {'S5740,. 

eight, and a life of eighty-threc years. It would Nov. 14. 

be difficult to trace the character of a prince * 

who is not the most conspicuous object of his 

own times: but the confessions of an enemy may 

be received as the safest evidence of lis virtues. 

The resemblance of Justinian to the bust of Do- 

mitian, is maliciously urged"; with the acknow- 

ledgment, however, of a well-proportioned figure, 

a ruddy complexion, and a pleasing countenance. 

The empcror was casy of access, patient of hear- 

ing, courteous and affable in discourse, and a mas- 

tcr of the angry passions, which rage with such 

destructive violence in the breast of a despot. Pro- 

copius praises his temper to reproach him with 

calm and deliberate cruelty : but in the conspira- 

cies which attacked his authority and person, a 

more candid judye will approve the justice, or ad- 


7 "The statue inthe alli Borghese at Rome, ina sitting posture, 
with an open band, «hich is vulgarly given to Belisatius, may le 
ascribed with more dig ity to Augustus in the aet of propitiating 
Nemesis (Winehelman, Hist de PArt, tem. tii, p. 260). Ex noctur- 
no vinh cliam stpen, quotainis, die ecrto, emendicabat a populo, 
CAVUD Inanun asses porrigentibus prebens (Sueton. in ee c. 
at. with an excellent note of Casaubon.) 

7 'Phe recor of Domitian is stigmanced, quaintly enough, by the 
pen of Tachus (i Vit. Agricol. c. 45.5; and has been Hkewise 
noticed by the younger Pliny aeke c. 48.) and Suctonius (in 
Domitian, c. 18. and Casaubon ad locum.). Preeopius (Aneedot. 
5 &) fools ‘ly believes that only one bust of Doma had reached | 
the vith cesiure a 
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mire the clemency of Justinian. He excelled in’ 
the private virtues of chastity and temperance:. 
but the impartial love of beauty would have been 
less mischievous than his conjugal tenderness for 
Theodora; and his abstemious diet was regulated,. 
not by the prudence of a philosopher, but the su- 
perstition of amonk. His repasts were short and 
frugal: on solemn fasts, he contented himself with 
water and vegetables; and such was his strength, 

as well as fervour, that he frequently passed two — 
days, and as many nights, without tasting any 
food. ‘The measure of his sleep was not less ri- 
gorous: after the repose of a single hour, the 
body was awakened by the soul, and, to the asto- 
nishment of his chamberlains, Justinian walked or 
studied till the morning light. Such restless ap- 
plication prolonged his time for the acquisition of 
knowledge” and the dispatch of business; and he 
might scriously deserve the reproach of confound- 
ing, by minute and prepostcrous diligence, the 
general ordcr of his administration. ‘The emperor 
professed himsclf a musician and architect, a poct 
and philosopher, a lawyer and theologian ; and if 
he failed in the enterprise of reconciling the 
Christian sects, the review of the Roman juris- 
prudence is a noble monument of his spirit and 
industry. In the government of the empire, he 
was less wise or less successful: the age was unfor- 


t 
+ 72 The studies and science of Justinian are attested by the con- 
fession (Anccdot. c. 8. 13.), still more than by the praises (Gothic. 
1 iti. ¢. 31. de Edific. Li. Proem. c. 7.) of Procopius. Consult the 
regtous nidtx of Aleniannus, arid read the life of Justinian by 
"Ludewig (p. 135-142.) 
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tunate ; the people was oppressed and discontent- CHAP. 


ed; Theodora abused her powcr; a succession of , 


bad ministers disgraced his judgment; and Justi- 
nian was neither beloved in his life, nor rebrcetted 
at his death. The love of fame was deeply im- 
planted in his breast, but he condescended to the 
poor ambition of titles, honours, and contemporary 
praise ; and while he laboured to fix the admira- 
tion, he forfeited the estcem and affcction of the 
Romans. The design of the African and Italian 
wars was boldly conceived and executed: and his 
penctration discovered the talents of LBelisarius in 
the camp, of Narses in the palace. But the name 
of the emperor is eclipsed by the names of his 
victorious gencrals; and Belisarius still lives, to 
upbraid the envy and ingratitude of his sovercign. 
The partial favour of mankind applauds the ge- 
nius of a conqueror, who leads and directs his 


subjects in the excrcise of arms. ‘The characters 


of Philip the sccond and of Justinian arc distin- 
guished by the cold ambition which delights in 
war, and declines the dangers of the ficld. Ycta 
colossal statue of bronze represented the empcror 
on horseback, preparing to march against the Per- 
sians in the habit and armour of Achilles. In 
the great square before the church of St. Sophia, 
this monument was raised on a brass column and 
a stone pedestal of seven steps; and the pillar of 
Theodosius, which weighed seven thousand four 
hundred pounds of silver, was removed from 
the same place by the avaricc and vanity of Justi- 
nian. Future princes were more just or indulgept 
to his memory; the elder Andronicus, in the 


ALILL. 
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CHAP. beginning of the fourteenth century, repaired and’ 
XLII." )eautitied-his equestrian statue: since the fall of, 
gt ee/ 
the empire, it has been melted into cannon by the 
victoridus Turks ". 


I shall conclude this chapter with the comets, 
the carthquakes, and the plague, which astonished 
or afflicted the age of Justinian. 


I. In the fifth year of his reign, and in the 

Comets, month of September, a comet’ was scen during ‘ 
oe twenty days in the western quarter of the heavens, 
’ and which shot its rays into the north. Eight 
years afterwards, while the sun was in Capricorn, 

another comet appeared to follow in the Sagittary: 

the size was gradually increasing; the head was 

in the east, the tail in the west, and it remained 

visible above forty days. The nations, who gazed 

with astonishment, expected wars and calami- . 

ties from their baleful influence; and these ex- 
pectations were abundantly fulfilled. ‘The astno- 

nomers dissembled their ignorance of the na- 

ture of these blazing stars, which they affected 

tu represent as the floating meteors of the air; 

and few among them embraced the simple no- 

tion of Sencca and the Chaldeans, that they 

are only plancts of a longer period and more 


73 See in the ©. P. Christiana of Ducange (1. i. c. @4. Ne. 1.), a 
ehain of original testimonies, from mrcape in the vith, to Gyl- 
Jou in the xvith, century. 

» '.& The first comct is mentioned by John Malala (tom. ii. p. 190. 
319.) and Theophanes (p. 154.); the second by Procopius (Persic. 
-Lite4) Yet’) strongly suspect their identity.. The paleness 


Of the sun (Vandal. f: it. c. 14.) is applied by Theophanes: et 158.) 
'** to adifferent year. 
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“eccentric motion’. Time and _ science have 
_justified the conjectures and predictions of the 
Roman sage: the telescope has opened new 
worlds to the eyes of astronomers’; and, in the 
narrow space of history and fable, one and the 
same comet is already found to have revisited 
the earth in seven equal revolutions of five 
hundred and_ seventy-five years. The first”, 
which ascends beyond the Christian ara one 
' thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven years, 
is coéval with Ogyges the father of Grecian 
antiquity. And this appearance explains the 
tradition which Varro has preserved, that under 
his reign the planct Venus changed her colour, 
size, figure, and course; a prodigy without ex- 
ample either in past or succeeding ages". ‘The 
second visit, in the year ‘eleven hundred and 
ninety-three, is darkly implied in the fable of 
Electra the seventh of the Pleiads, who have 
been reduced to six since the time of the Trojan 


75 Seneca’s viith book of Natural Questions displays, in the 
theory of comets, a philosophic mind. Yet should we not too 
candidly tonfound a vague prediction, a veniet tempus, &e. with 
ule merit of real discoveries. 

76 Astronomers may study Newton and Hailey. [ draw my 
humble science from the article Comete, in the French iney- 
clopedie by M. d’Alembert. 

77 Whiston, the honest, pious, visionary Whiston, had fancied, 
for the wra of Noah’s flood (2242 years before Clirist), a prio 
upparition of the same comet which drowned the earth with its tail. 

78 A Lissertation of Freret (Memoires de ? Academie des Inscrip- 
tions, tom. x. p. 357-377.) affords an happy union of philosophy 
and erudition. ‘The phenomenon in the time of Ogyges was pre- 
served by Varro (apud Augustin. de Civitate Dei, xxi. 8.) who 
quotes Castor, Dion of Nuples, and Adrastus of Cyzicue—nobile; 


mathematici. The two subsequent periods are preserved by the ~ 


Greek mythologists and the spurious books of Sibylline verses 
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war. That nymph, the wife of Dardanus, was 
unable to support the ruin of her country : 
she abandoned the dances of her sistcr orbs, fled 
from the zodiac to the north pole, and obtained, 
from her dishevelied locks, the namc of the comet. 
The third period expires in the year six hundred 
and eightecn, a date that exactly agrces with the 
tremendous comct of the Sibyll, and perhaps 
of Pliny, which arose in the West two genera- 
tions before the reign of Cyrus. The fourth 
apparition, forty-four ycars before the birth of 
Christ, is of all others the most splendid and im- 
portant. After the death of Cesar, a long-haired 
star was conspicuous’to Rome and to the nations, 
during the games which were exhibited by young 
Octavian, in honour of Venus and his uncle. 
The vulgar opinion, that it conveyed to heaven 
the divine soul of the dictator, was cherished 
and consecrated by the piety of a statesman: 
while his secret superstition referred the comet to 
the glory of his own times”. The /fi/th visit has 
been already ascribed to the fifth year of Justinian, 
which coincides with the five hundred and thirty- 
‘first of the Christian wra. And it may deserve 
notice, that in this, as in the preceding instance, 
the comet was followed, though at a longer inter- 
val, by a remarkable paleness of the sun. The 
sixth return, in the year eleven hundred and six, is 
recorded by the chronicles of Europe and China; 
" 79 Pliny (Hist. Nat. ii, 23.) has transcribed the original me- 
morial of Augustus. Mairan, in his most ingenious letters to the 
P. Parennin, missionary in China, removes the games and the 
¢amtct of Scptember, from the ycar 44 to the year 43, before the 


‘Christian wra; but I am not totally subdued by the criticism of 
the astronomer (Opurcules, p. 275—351.). 
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‘and in the first fervour of the Crusades, the 
Christians and the Mahometans might surmise, 
with equal reason, that it portended the destruc- 
tion of the Infidels. The seventh phanomenon, 
of one thousand six hundred and cighty, w was pre- 
sented to the cyes of an enlightencd age”. 'The 
philosophy of Bayle dispelled a en which 
Milton’s muse had so recently adorned, that the 
comet, “from its horrid air shakes pestilence 
‘and war™.” Its road in the heavens was observed 
with Saquiec skill by Flamstcad and Cassini; 
and the mathematical science of Bernoulli, New- 
ton, and Halley, investigated the laws of its re- 
volutions. At the cighth period, in the ycar two 
thousand three hundred and fifty-five, their calen- 
Jations may perhaps be verified by tlic astronomers 
of some future capital in the Siberian or Amcrican 
wilderness. 

II. ‘The near approach of a comet may injure 
or destroy the globe which we inhabit; but the 
changes on its surface have been hitherto pro- 
duced by the action of volcanoes and carth- 
quakes ™. The nature of the soil may indicate 
the countrics most exposed to these formidable 

80 This last comet was visible in the month of December, 1680 
Bayle, who began his Peusées sur la Comete in January 1681, 
(Oeuvres, tom. iii.) was forced to argue that a supernatural comet 
would have confirmed the ancients in their idolatry. Bernoulli (eee 
his Eloge, in Fontenelle, tom. v. p. 99.) was foreed to allow that 
the tail, though not the head, was a sign of the wrath of God. 

61 Paradise Lost was published in the year 1067; and the famous 
lines (1. i. 708, &c.), which startled the licenser, may allude to the 
recent comet of 1664, observed by Cassini at Rome in the presence 
of queen Christina (Fontenelle, in his Lloge, tom. v. p. 338.). 
Had Charles II. betrayed any symptoms of curiosity or fear? 


82 For the cause of carthquakes, see Buffon (tom. i. p. 502—-536 
Supplement 4 l’Hist. Naturelle, tom. v. p.382—-390. edition in 
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CHAP, concussions, since they are caused by subterra~ 


XLII. 


et “Sage 


neous ‘fires, and such: fires are kindled by the 
union aud fermentation of iron and sulphur,’ 
But their times.and effects appcar to lie beyond 
the reach of human curiosity, and the philosopher 
will discreetly abstain from the prediction of 
earthquakes, “till he has counted the drops of 
water that silently filtrate on the inflammable 
mincral, and measured the caverns which increase 
by resistance the explosion of the imprisoned air. ° 
Without assigning the cause, history will distin- 
guish the periods in which these calamitous events 
have been rare or frequent, and will observe, that 
this fever of the carth raged with uncommon 
violence during the reign of Justinian™. Tachi 
year is marked by the repetition of earthquakes, 
of such duration, that Constantinople has been 
shaken above forty days; of such extent, that 
the shock has been communicated to the whole 
surface of the globe, or at least of the Roman em- 
pire. An impulsive or vibratory motion was felt: 
enormous chasms were opened, huge and heavy 
bodies were discharged into the air, the sea alter- 
nately advanced and retreated beyond its ordinary 
bounds, and a mountain was torn from Libanus ™, 


4to.) Valmont de Bomare (Dictionnaire d’Histoire Naturelle, 7rem- 
tlemens de Terre, Pyriies), Watson (Chemical Essays, tom. i. p. 18! 
—209,). | 

83 ‘The earthquakes that shook the Roman world in the reign of 
Justinian, are described or mentioned by Procopius (Goth. 1. iv. c. 


, 25. Anecdot. c. 18.), Agathias (1. ii, p. 52, 53, 54. I. v. p. 145-—152.), 


John Malala (Chron. tom. ii. p. 140—146. 176,'177. 183. 193. 220. 
229. 231. 233, 234.; and Theophanes (p. 151.183. 189. 191—196.). 
8* An abrupt height, a perpendicular cape, between Aradus and 


Boirys, named by the Greeks Sew» wpeowrov and eumpogwre OF 


Aorpeswxoy by the scruputeus Christians (Polyb. |. y. p. 411. 
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‘and cast into the waves, where it protected, as a 


.mole, the new harbour of Botrys® in Phoenicia. 
‘The stroke that agitates an ant-hill, may crush the 


é 


insect-myriads in the dust ; yct truth must extort 
a confession, that man has industriously labour- 
ed for his own destruction. The institution of 
great cities, which include a nation within the 
limits of a wall, almost realizes the wish of Ca- 
ligula, that the Roman people had but one 


‘neck. T'wo hundred and fifty thousand persons 


are said to have perished in the earthquake of An- 
tioch, whose domestic multitudes were swelled by 
the conflux of strangers to the festival of the 
Ascension. The loss of Berytus'’ was of smaller 
account, but of much greater value. That city, 
on the coast of Phoenicia, was illustrated by the 
study of the civil law, which opened the surest 
road to wealth and dignity : the schools of Bery- 
tus were filled with the rising spirits of the age. 
and many a youth was lost in the earthquake. 
who might have lived to be the scourge or the 
guardian of his country. In these disasters, the 
architect becomes the enemy of mankind. ‘The 
hut of a savage, or the tent of an Arah, may be 


Pompon, Mela, |. 1. ¢. 12. p. 87. cum Isaae Vooe. Ob ersat. Maun 
drell, Journey, p. 32, 33. Pocock’s Deserij-tion, voli. p. 99 ). 

85 Botrys was founded (ann. ante Christ. 935—g03) by Tthebal, 
king of Tyre (Marsham, Canon Chron. ». 387, 388). Tts pour 
lepresentative, the villuge of Patrone, is now dectitute ofan harbeur 

“i The uviversity, splendour, and tuin of Berytus, «re cele- 
brated by Heineccius (p. 351---356.) as an essential part of the his- 
tory of the Roman law. [Tt was overthrown in the vx+th year of 
Justinian, A. D. 551, July 9. (Theophanes, p. 19? : Lut Apa- 
thias (1. ii. p. 51, 52.) suspends the earthquake tl he has gt 
ehieved the Lidian war 


VOL. VII. ao 


4177 


CHAP. 
NUM. 


at Say! 


A.D 520 
Muy 20 


A.D 5441. 
July a 


418 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


cuap. thrown down without injury to the inhabitant ;/ 

ey and the Peruvians had reason to deride the folly 
of their Spanish conquerors, who with so muclY 
cost and labour erected their own sepulchres. 
The rich marbles of a patrician are dashed on 
his own head: a whole people: is buried under 
the ruins of public and private edifices, and the 
conflagration is kindled and propagated by the 
innumerable fires which are necessary for the 
subsistence and manufactures of a great city.’ 
Instead of the mutual sympathy which might 
comfort and assist the distressed, they dreadfully 
experience the vices and passions which are re- 
leased from the fear of punishment: the totter- 
ing houses are pillaged by intrepid avarice; re- 
venge embraces the moment, and selects the vic- 
tim; and the earth often swallows the assassin, 
or the ravisher, in the consummation of their 
crimes. Superstition involves the present danger 
with invisible terrors; and if the image of death 
may sometimes be subservient to the virtue or re- 
pentance of individuals, an affrighted people is 
more forcibly moved to expect the end of the 
world, or to deprecate with servile homage the 
wrath of an avenging Deity. 

ry INI. Atthiopia and Egypt have been stigmatis- 

rae ed in every age, as the original source and se- 

_" minary of the plague”. In a damp, hot, stag- 
nating air, this African fever is generated from the 

' putrefaction of animal substances, and especially 


_ 2 T have read with pleasure Mead's short, but elegant, treatise 
~ converning Pestilential Disorders, the viiith edition, London, 1722. 
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‘from the swarms of locusts, not less destructive 
to mankind im their death than in their lives. 
The fatal disease which depopulated the earth in 
the time of Justinian and his sucecssors”, first 
appeared in the neighbourhood of Pelusiwn, be- 
tween the Scrbonian bog and the castern channel 
of the Nile. From thence, tracing as it were a 
double path, it spread to the Kast, over Syria, Per- 
‘gia, and the Indies, and penctrated to the West, 
" along the coast of Africa, and over the continent 
of Kurope. In the spring of the second year, 
Constantinople, during three or four months, was 
visited by the pestilence; and DProcopius, who ob- 
served its progress and symptoms with the cyes of 
a physician™, has cmulated the skill and diligence 
of ‘hucydides in the description of the plague of 
Athens’. The infection was sometimes announced 
by the visions of a distempered fancy, and the 
victim despaired as soon as he had heard the 


88 The great plague which raged in 542 and the following years 
(Pagi, Critica, tom. 1. p. 518.), must be traced in Procopius (Persie. 
l. ii. c. £2, 23.), Agathias (1. v. p. 153, 154.), Evagrius (I. iv. ¢. 29.), 
Paul Diaconus (1. ii. c. 4. p. 7706, 777.), Gregory of Tours (tou. it. 
l. iv. c. 5. p. 205.), who styles it Lues Inguinaria, aud the Chronicles 
of Victor Tunnunensis (p. 9. in Thesaur. Temporuns), of Muarccl- 
Jinus (p. 54.), and of Theophanes (p. 153.). 

89 Dr. Freind (Hist.Medicin. in Opp. p. 416—420. Lond. 1733.) 
is satisfied that Procopius must have studied physic, from his hnow- 
ledge and use of the technical words. Yet many words that are 
now scientific were common and popular in the Greek idiom. 

90 Sec Thucydides, }. ii. c. 47—S p. 127—133. edit. Duker, 
and the poctical description of the same plague by Lucretius (1. v1. 
1136—~1284.). J was indebted to Dr.Hunter for an elaborate com- 
mentary on this part of Thucydides, a quarto of GOO paes (Veuet. 
1603, apud Juntas), which was pronounced in St. Mark’s library, 
by Fabius Paullinus Utinensis, a physician and philosopher. 
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menace and felt the stroke of an invisible spectre. 


wre But the greater numbcr, in their beds, in the. 


streets, in their usual occupation, were surprised 


‘by a slight fever; so slight, indeed, that neither 


the pulse nor the colour of the patient gave any | 
signs of the approaching danger. ‘The same, the 
next, or the succecding day, it was dcclared by 
the swelling of the glands, particularly those of the 
groin, of the armi-pits, and under the car; aud when 
these bubocs or tumours were opencd, they were 
found to contain 2 coal, or black substance, of the 
size of a lentil. If they came to a ‘just swelling 
and suppuration, the patient was saved by this kind 
and natural discharge of the morbid humour. 
But if they continucd hard and dry, a mortifica- 
tion quickly ensued, and the fifth day was com- 
monly the term of his life. ‘The fever was often 
accompanied with Icthargy or delirium; the 
bodies of the sick were covered with black pus- 
tules or carbuncles, the symptoms of immediate 
death: and in the constitutions too feeble to 
produce an eruption, the vomiting of blood 
was followed by a mortification of the bowels. 
To pregnant women the plague was gencrally 
mortal: yet one infant was drawn alive from his 
dead mother, and thrce mothers survived the 
loss of their infected foetus. Youth was the most 
perilous season; and the female sex was less sus- 
ceptible than the male: but every rank and pro- 


' fession was attacked with indiscriminate rage, and 


many of those who escaped were deprived of the 


‘nge of their speech, without being secure from a 
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return of the disorder”. The physicians of Con- 
_ Stantinople were zealous and skilful: but their 
art was bafiled by the various symptoms and_per- 
tinacious vehemence of the disease: the same 
remedies were productive of contrary cfiects, and 
the event capriciously disappointed their pro- 
gnostics of death or recovery. The order of 
funerals, and the right of scpulchres, were con- 
founded; those who were lIcft without friends 
or servants, lay unburied in the strects, or in 
their desolate houses; and a magistrate was au- 
thorized to collect the promiscuous heaps of 
dead bodies, to transport them by land or water, 
and to inter them in deep pits beyond the pre- 
cincts of the city. Their own danger, and the 
prospect of public distress, awakened some re- 
morse in the minds of the most vicious of man- 
kind; the confidence of health again revived 
their passions and habits; but philosophy must 
disdain the observation of Procopius, that the 
lives of such men were guarded by the peculiar 
favour of fortune or providence. He forgot, or 
perhaps he secretly recollected, that the plague 
had touched the person of Justinian himself; 
but the abstemious dict of the emperor may sug- 
gest, as in the case of Socrates, a morc rational 
and honqurable cause for his recovery”. Dur- 


gl Thucydides (c. 51.) affirms, that the infection could ouly be 
once taken; but Evaerius, who had tamily experience of the 
plague, observes, that suine persons, who had escaped thie first, sunk 
under the second, attack ; and this repetition is confirmed by Fa- 
bius Paullinus (p. 588.). 1 observe, that on this head physicians ze 
divided ; and the natare and operation of the disease may not al- 
ways be similar. 


92 It was thus that Socrates had been saved by his temperance, me 


Extent 
, and dura- 
tion, . . 
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ing his sickness, the public consternation was ex- 
pressed in the habits of the citizens; and their. 
idleness and despondence occasioned a gencral 
scarcity in the capital of the East. 

Contagion is the inseparable symptom of the 
plague; which, by mutual respiration, is trans- 
fused from the infected persons to the lungs and 
stomach of those who approach them. While 
philosophers believe and tremble, it is singular, 
that the existence of a real danger should have ~ 
been denied by a people most prone to vain and 
imaginary terrors’. Yet the fellow-citizens of 
Procopius were satisfied, by ‘some short and par- 
tial experience, that the infection could not be 
gained by the closest conversation™; and this 
persuasion might support the assiduity of fricnds 


‘or physicians in the care of the sick, whom in- 


human prudence would have condemned to soli- 
tude and despair. But the fatal security, like 
the predestination of the Turks, must have aided 
the progress of the contagion ; and those salutary 
precautions to which Europe is indebted for her 
safety, were unknown to the government of Jus- 


the plaguc of Athens (Aul. Gellius, Noct. Attic. i1.1.). Dr. Mead 
accounts for the peculiar salubrity of religious houses, by the two 
advantages of seclusion and abstinence (p. 18, 19.). 

98 Mead proves that the plague is contagious, from Thucydides, 
Lucretius, Aristotle, Galen, and common experience (p.10—20.) ; 
and he refutes (Preface, p. ii.—xiil.) the contrary opinion of the 
French physicians who visited Marseilles in the year 1720. Yet 
these werc the recent and enlightened spectators of a plague which, 
in a few months, swept away 50,000 inhabitants (sur la Peste de 
Marseille, Paris, 1786) of a city that, in the present hour of pros- 
perity and trade, contains no more than 90,000 souls (Necker, sur 
les Finances, tom. i. p- 231.). ; 

9#The strong assertions of Procopius ours yag saTpy ovre yap str]! 
—are overthrown by the subsequent experience of Evagrius. 
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tinian. No restraints were imposed on the free 
and frequent intercourse of the Roman pro- 
‘vinces: from Persia to France, the nations were 
mingled and infected by wars and cmigrations ; 
and the pestilential odour which lurks for years 
in a bale of cotton, was imported, by the abuse 
of trade, into the most distant regions. ‘he mode 
of its propagation is explained by the remark of 
Procopius himself, that it always spread froin the 
' sea-coast to the inland country; the most se- 
questcred islands and mountains were successive- 
ly visited; the places which had escaped the 
fury of its first passage, were alone exposed to 
the contagion of the ensuing ycar. The. winds 
might diffuse that subtle venom; but unless the 
atmosphere be previously disposed for its recep- 
tion, the plague would soon expire in the cold 
or temperate climatcs of the carth. Such was 
the universal corruption of the air, that the pes- 
tilence which burst forth in the fifteenth year of 
Justinian was not checked or alleviated by any dif- 
ference of the seasons. In time, its first malig- 
nity was abated and dispersed; the disease al- 
ternately languished and revived; but it was 
not till the end of a calamitous period of fifty- 
two years, that mankind recovered their health, 
or the air resumed its pure and salubrious quality. 
No facts have been preserved to sustain an ac- 
count, or even a conjecture, of the numbers that 
perished in this extraordinary mortality. I only 
find, that during three months, five, and at length 
ten, thousand persons died each day at Constan- 
tinople; that many cities of the East were left 
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vacant, and that in several districts of Italy the 
harvest and the vintage withered on the ground. 
The triple scourge of war, pestilence, and famine, 
afflicted the subjects of Justinian, and his reign 
is disgraced by a visible decreasc of the human 
species, which has never been repaired in some of 
the fairest countries of the ploke 5 ; 


95 After some figures of eelorc: as sands of the sea, &c. 
Procopius (Anecdot. c. 18.) attempts a more definite account : that 
pupiadas pupiater wupieg had been exterminated under the reien of 
the Imperial demon. ‘The Xpression ji is obscure in granimar aud 
arithmetic ; and a literal inverpyetation Would produce several mil- 
lions of caillecnus Alematinus (ps 80. .) and Cousin (tom. lil. p. 178.) 
translate this ) passage, ‘* two hundred ‘millions 3” but Lam ynorant 
of their motives. If we drop the pupadae, ‘the remaining pupiadun 
Muping, 2 myriad. of myriads, would furnish one hundred millions, 
a number not wholly inadmissible. 
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